
“Sanctify the LORD of hosts…bind up…  

…seal the law among my disciples. And I will wait upon the LORD…”  Isaiah 8:13–17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

 

 

GOD KEEPS HIS OWN 

 

I do not know whether my future lies 

Through calm or storm; 

Whether the way is strewn with broken ties, 

Or friendships warm. 

 

This much I know; Whate’er the pathway trod, 

All else unknown, 

I shall be guided safely on, for God 

Will keep His own. 

 

Clouds may obscure the sky, and drenching rain 

Wear channels deep; 

And haggard want, with all her bitter train, 

Make angels weep. 

 

And those I love the best, beneath the sod 

May sleep alone; 

But through it all I shall be led, for God 

Will keep His own. 

 

Sarah Knowles Bolton 

“For the LORD loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved forever: but the seed 

of the wicked shall be cut off.”    Psalm 37:28 
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And Jesus 

answering 

said, Were 

there not ten 

cleansed?  

but where are 

the nine? 

 

Luke 17:17 
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Editorial 

AND BE YE THANKFUL    
Colossians 3:15 

This phrase might seem like an 
afterthought in Paul’s letter, but I 
think it is significant. From his 
life we can determine that Paul 
was a man of faith, a man of pray-
er, and a man of thankfulness. 
Four other times in this letter he 
mentions thanks or thanksgiving. 
There are times of private worship 
and times of public worship. Each 
has its place and is  acceptable. 
Thankfulness is an expression of 
gratitude or giving thanks to God 
or others. It isn’t like the hidden 
man of the heart, a meek and qui-
et spirit that Peter talked about. It 
can be done in meekness and hum-
bleness of mind, but because it is 
something shared or given it is 
often realized by more than just 
the receiver. Jesus openly thanked 
God many times. Paul expressed it 
in his letters. The leper thanked 
Jesus with a loud voice for healing 
him. Paul to the Corinthians says 
the abundant grace of God 
through the thanksgiving of many 
may redound to the glory of God. 
“It is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the LORD, and to sing praises 
unto thy name, O most 
High” (Psalm 92:1). 

I’m thinking of the blessing of 
thankfulness that is felt by many 
because it is often openly shared. 
Part of Paul’s prayer for these be-
lievers was that they would give 
thanks unto the Father for re-
demption through the blood of Je-
sus, even the forgiveness of sins. 
They were delivered from the pow-
er of darkness and translated into 
the kingdom of His dear Son, and 
made worthy to be partakers of 

the inheritance of saints. These 
were tremendous blessings and 
opportunities for them and us. So 
we, too, say “Thank you, Father,” 
and God is blessed. 

 Paul was thankful for the be-
lievers at Colossae and prayed for 
them. He prayed that they might 
be filled with the knowledge of 
God’s will, and walk worthy of the 
Lord. How refreshing it is to walk 
with other thankful people. We 
are to put off the old man with his 
deeds. Thankfulness will not come 
from the old nature of anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication, and lying. Rather 
we are taught to be compassion-
ate, kind, longsuffering, forbear-
ing, forgiving as Christ forgave, 
love as He loved, let peace rule in 
our hearts and be THANKFUL. 
With this new nature comes 
thankfulness and others are 
blessed. 

As we have received Christ we 
are to walk in Him, be rooted and 
built up in Him, established in the 
faith and abound therein with 
thanksgiving. A very important 
part of thanksgiving is how it af-
fects us. I remember a phrase I 
learned long ago: “May our 
thoughts and actions be such as 
keep us friendly with ourselves.” 
How true and how important! One 
person you will live with the rest 
of your life is yourself. God gave us 
freedom of choice and dominion 
over our faith. When we choose to 
follow God and be thankful, God is 
blessed, others are blessed, we are 
blessed by others, and we can be 
at peace with God and ourselves.   

Roger Rapp 

AND BE YE THANKFUL 
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Seasonal 

THANKSGIVING FOR  

NATIONAL BLESSINGS 

At this season each year we are 

encouraged to meet in thanksgiv-

ing for national blessings. The 

president of our nation delivers a 

proclamation inviting citizens to 

meet in their various places of 

worship to give collective thanks 

for the blessings we enjoy under 

this government. Over the years 

the Brethren have respected this 

presidential proclamation and 

have mingled their prayers with 

those of other citizens. We believe 

this is right and proper and it is 

our desire that this practice 

should continue. But it has not 

always been so even in these Unit-

ed States. In our meditations we 

have come to see that our Thanks-

givings must be consistent with 

Scripture as the Brethren believe, 

respecting the separation of king-

doms, focusing our thanksgivings 

in a way pleasing to Almighty 

God. 

Although intermittent Days of 

Thanksgiving had been observed 

since the Pilgrims arrived in 

North America, an annual Nation-

al Thanksgiving Day is commonly 

traced to a proclamation issued by 

President Abraham Lincoln in Oc-

tober 1864.  This directive, coming 

immediately upon the close of the 

Civil War, stated that Almighty 

God had defended the nation and 

afforded “…signal victories over 

the enemy, who is of our own 

household…”—a reference to the 

recent conflict between two na-

tions, the United States and the 

Confederate States of America. 

President Lincoln had proclaimed 

a Day of Thanksgiving in October 

1862 citing “…signal victories to 

the land and naval forces engaged 

in suppressing an internal rebel-

lion…” In the midst of the War 

Lincoln, in his proclamation, rec-

ognized that Almighty God had 

responded to the supplications and 

prayers of the people and had 

granted and awarded “…to the 

Army and the Navy of the United 

States victories on land and on 

sea…”  

We have found it most interest-

ing, however, that at the same 

time Jefferson Davis, president of 

the Confederate States of America, 

also issued proclamations. In 1861 

Davis in a proclamation stated “…

unto Him, belongeth the victory, 

and in humble dependence upon 

His almighty strength, and trust-

ing in the justness of our purpose, 

we appeal to Him that He may set 

at naught the efforts of our ene-

mies, [the northern Federal Gov-

ernment] and humble them to con-

fusion and shame…” Beseeching 

God for victory, Davis declared a 

day of “national humiliation and 

prayer” asking all to “…implore 

blessing of almighty God upon our 

people, that He may give us victo-

ry over our enemies…” The follow-

ing year Davis declared a Day of 

Thanksgiving for military victories 
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stating, “On the very day on which 

our forces were led to victory on 

the Plains of Manassas, in Virgin-

ia, the same Almighty arm assist-

ed us to overcome our enemies at 

Richmond, in Kentucky. Thus, at 

one and the same time, have two 

great hostile [northern] armies 

been stricken down, and the wick-

ed designs of their armies been set 

at naught.”  

Herein lays a dilemma for the 

Christian. Brethren living in the 

South were instructed to approach 

the same God as Brethren living 

in the north, each thanking God 

for victories in the current war. 

How far dare a Christian 

go in support and loy-

alty to an earthly 

kingdom? Is 

there a place 

for patriotism 

and national 

devotion in a 

C h r i s t i a n ’ s 

prayer life? On 

the other hand, 

should not a 

Christian feel a de-

gree of gratitude and ap-

preciation for national blessings? 

Three of the Gospels record the 

words of Jesus when He said, 

“Render to Caesar the things that 

are Caesar’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” We might 

wish today that Jesus had gone 

into more detail as to what this 

Scripture means. Indeed, Mark in 

his Gospel says that His disciples 

also marveled and wondered at 

this saying. Paul in his letter to 

the Roman church said, “Let every 

soul be subject unto the higher 

powers.” This and the following 

verses have been understood by 

the Brethren to refer to civil au-

thority and government. In 1861–

1864 there were Brethren living 

under the government of the 

United States and under the gov-

ernment of the Confederate 

States. Could Brethren of the 

North and Brethren of the South 

show obedience to their respective 

governments, respond to their 

respective president’s instruc-

tions, and yet remain in fraternal 

peace and unity? 

During the War for Independ-

ence, the colonies had 

been under the rule 

of King George III 

of England. The 

Brethren will-

ingly served 

any God-

ordained gov-

ernment. In 

process of time 

colonial unrest 

led to the rise of a 

Revolutionary Coloni-

al government. As this con-

flict developed, the Brethren were 

forced to swear an oath of alle-

giance to one government or the 

other. Further, the colonial gov-

ernment began to press men into 

the battle of Rebellion. The Breth-

ren were scripturally opposed to 

the swearing of an oath, to taking 

up arms, and to insurrection. The 

faith of our Brethren became se-

verely tested on all fronts. At one 

point the Brethren said they could 

not swear allegiance to either side 

THANKSGIVING FOR NATIONAL BLESSINGS 

Is there a place for 

patriotism and na-

tional devotion in 

the Christian’s 

prayer life? 
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because it had not yet been re-

vealed to them which government 

had the approval of Almighty God. 

Therefore, they were unable to say 

to which government they owed 

their due. 

Fortunately, we in 2017 do not 

have to wrestle with these ques-

tions. Should the time ever arise 

when our faith is tried, it will be 

needful that we be fully grounded 

in Truth. The understanding of 

the separation of the civil and 

heavenly kingdoms may become 

more real in our lives. It is only 

with an understanding of this 

principle that we can perceive 

those things that belong to Caesar 

and those things that belong to 

God. 

In the meantime we can joyfully 

obey the words of Abraham Lin-

coln in his proclamation of 1864 

when he declared of all citizens 

that “…they do reverently humble 

themselves in the dust and from 

thence offer up penitent and fer-

vent prayers and supplications to 

the Great Disposer of Events for a 

return of the inestimable blessings 

of peace, union, and harmony 

throughout the land which it has 

pleased Him to assign as a dwell-

ing place for ourselves and for our 

posterity throughout all genera-

tions.” 

For now, we have liberty to 

serve our God in relative peace. 

For that we must be truly thank-

ful. 

Marcus Miller 

THANKSGIVING AND JOY 

It is the joy of the human heart 
to be thankful. When thanksgiving 
fills the heart the spirit is lifted. 
Sadness subsides, and gloom flees 
away.  

A complaining spirit and a 
thankful spirit do not dwell to-
gether well. One must be present 
and the other gone.  

When a thankful spirit is pre-
sent, and when the blessings of 
God are being acknowledged, then 
joy rises up and fills all the place, 
and the mind and heart are pro-
tected from the many ills which 
might otherwise afflict.  

The Holy Spirit inspired the 
apostle Paul, who relayed this good 
exhortation on to the church at 
Philippi: “Be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known 
unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understand-
ing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.”  

The keeping of this good counsel 
then lifts the burden off the weary 
soul, and awakens the heart to 
joy!  

Joy cannot be manufactured or 
successfully pretended. It is deep. 
It is the God-given emotion that 
wells up within the thankful spir-
it. It is the simple and promised 
result, when the heart thinks up-
on its God, and upon all of the 
benefits and blessings that have 
been received from His generous 
hand, and gives Him thanks.  

Lowell Miller

November, 2017 
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LESSONS FROM HISTORY 

What can we learn from the 

successes and failures of others? 

Bible history chronicles such 

events. God has pointed us to his-

tory and desires that we might 

learn to reverence His ways. His 

ways are codified in “the law” in 

which David declared that God’s 

children would experience delight 

(Ps. 1:2). The Gospels contain the 

history of Jesus’ teaching while 

walking among men, the events 

that led to His crucifixion and the 

hope that is ours through His res-

urrection. The history of God es-

tablishing His church and the 

workings of His church are rec-

orded in the book of Acts. The 

entire New Testament is the his-

torical record of inspired teaching 

of how God’s redemptive plan is 

to be experienced among His chil-

dren. The instructional canon has 

not stopped here. From Scripture 

since the epistles we have 

learned that:  

God’s provision for correcting 

and preserving His church is His 

Holy Spirit working in individuals 

and assemblies (see Rev. chapters 

1–3). 

The Spirit’s message must be 

received by the shepherds, judged 

against the written Word and em-

braced by the church (see Acts 

15:31, 17:11). This seems to be our 

Lord’s design for His church when 

the original apostles would no 

longer be present. This method 

will only work with an humble, 

trusting people. 

Rejection of the Spirit’s correc-

tion will result in organizations of 

which the “candlestick” of God’s 

dealing with the assembly has 

been removed (see Rev. 1:20, 2:5). 

The Holy Spirit may continue to 

work in the lives of faithful saints, 

even within spiritually dead 

churches (see Rev. 3:4). 

From this backdrop we have 

nearly 2000 years of church histo-

ry to view how the prophetic 

words of Revelation have played 

out. The traditional western over-

view of church history follows the 

course of early church fathers, per-

secution, Christianization of the 

Roman Empire, division into East-

ern, Western and Syrian churches, 

spiritual darkness, Reformation, 

counter-reformation, and the great 

revivals. From our own circles we 

have also learned of the Walden-

ses, Anabaptists and a few other 

groups. However they are not par-

ticularly prominent in traditional 

church history. 

The writer E.H. Broadbent (The 

Pilgrim Church) and others pre-

sent another story. Large numbers 

of committed followers of Jesus 

arose outside of the traditional 

churches and were branded by 

their detractors in the established 

churches as Waldenses, Pau-

licians, Nestorians and often simp-

ly as heretics. The common thread 

was that they regarded scriptural 

canon above tradition, they were 

LESSONS FROM HISTORY 

General 
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the persecuted in the land and 

many were martyred because of 

their passion for Christ. While the 

traditional groups are well docu-

mented in the first few centuries, 

“From the seventh through the 

thirteenth centuries the Syrian 

Church was as important in the 

East as the Roman and Greek 

C h u r c h e s  w e r e  i n  t h e 

West” (Broadbent). Broadbent con-

tinues by saying, “The Eastern 

churches kept their simple and 

scriptural character longer than 

those of the West. Even in the 

third century there was no definite 

organization of the separate 

churches into one system…” 

Ultimately, though, 

these regional de-

scendants of the 

first century 

churches be-

came more 

organized and 

often pawns 

of the govern-

ments where 

they resided. At 

times, as a reaction 

to the formalism and tra-

dition that seemed to be guiding 

the larger groups, smaller clusters 

of Christians carried the Gospel 

deep into Russia, China, India and 

Asia. They were motivated by a 

passion for the souls of the hea-

then. Inscriptions on tombstones 

scattered throughout the country-

side of these countries, date to the 

Middle Ages and add silent testi-

mony to the pervasiveness of this 

migration. Their influence and 

identity faded as they “lost their 

first love,” succumbed to persecu-

tion and assimilated into Islam 

and other religions. Some lessons 

learned from this history: 

The “gates of hell” will not pre-

vail against those truly sold out to 

follow Christ. While some of these 

critical of their church heritage 

and fortified with zeal came to ap-

parently heretical conclusions, 

those with the humility to listen to 

the voice of the “Good Shepherd” 

and obey His Word could be cor-

rected and brought back into fel-

lowship. 

True followers of Jesus were 

often the persecuted, never the 

persecutors. 

Established churches, 

aligned with tem-

poral govern-

ments, found a 

means to per-

secute God’s 

people. 

The estab-

lished church-

es determined 

to destroy the 

leaders and writings 

of those who challenged 

their order—thus attempting to 

alter the historical record. 

Those convinced that their 

church was on an erroneous path-

way often tried to appeal to their 

leaders. Many times this resulted 

in their excommunication or mar-

tyrdom. 

While they highly regarded the 

apostolic order, attempts to link 

these assemblies were often toxic 

to their effectiveness and ulti-

mately to their survival. 

November, 2017 

Viewing the history 
of God working with 
His people inspires 
reverence for His 

guiding hand. 
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As in Sardis, God continues to 

call out a people for His own from 

dead churches. Some individuals 

will remain spiritually alive even 

within established groups that 

have traded self-determination for 

Holy Spirit leadership. 

Viewing the history of God 

working with His people inspires 

reverence for His guiding hand. In 

one sense, the heart of man has 

not proven to be much different 

from the history of His people in 

the wilderness. The people are in 

bondage. God delivers. The people 

rejoice in their deliverance. They 

praise Him. Their focus drifts to 

rely on their own wisdom. They 

return to bondage. This was under 

the old covenant. Now, under the 

new, God has inscribed His law in 

the heart. Church organizations 

come and go but the true church of 

Christ has not lost its vitality. 

Considering that virtually every 

human organization has followed 

the life-cycle of the “church in the 

wilderness,” can any group claim 

an unbroken decent from the apos-

tolic church or that at Philadelph-

ia? Those that have self-preserved 

seem to have a history that is 

quite foreign to the first century 

church. 

Yet, from many of these feeble 

efforts God continues to have a 

people. We may see their faces in 

the passion of youth among us 

that are willing to spend and be 

spent for the Gospel. Perhaps 

among the saintly aged husband 

and wife who have endured more 

than one church split, have wit-

nessed a family member rejecting 

God’s grace, seem to have untold 

disappointments in life; yet 

prayerfully trust their lives with 

the Lord and their confidence is in 

His Word. It is seen in the men, 

women and even children in dis-

tant lands and down through the 

ages that have been imprisoned, 

tortured, and martyred for the 

cause of Christ. Their practices 

and doctrines may have varied 

widely but they have shared confi-

dence in the Word of God, have 

remained teachable by this Word 

and have had their robes made 

white, washed in the blood of the 

Lamb! They are “the great multi-

tude” of Revelation 7:9. 

Unless I am part of an assembly 

that is not committed to the truth 

of God’s Word, this history does 

not tell me that I need to find an-

other church. God’s love and grace 

continue to be sufficient for this 

diverse multitude. Our Lord ever 

keeps His church by His tender 

care. My need is simply to be 

faithful to Jesus in the assembly of 

His people. This is what His story 

has taught me. 

Firm in his footsteps may we tread,  

Learn every lesson of his love; 

And we from grace to glory led, 

From heav’n below, to heav’n above. 

(from hymn 444) 

Stanley Boyd 

 

 

LESSONS FROM HISTORY 
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NO LONG-FACED 

CHRISTIANS 

The title for this article was tak-

en from a sermon we recently 

heard from a new, young minister, 

on “Hope.” We have been contem-

plating the countenance we pre-

sent when we go out into the 

world. Do we go about with a 

smile and pleasant look on our 

face, or a frown and disgruntled 

attitude? This look speaks vol-

umes! Are we open to speaking to 

others, to being friendly and wel-

coming to any questions, including 

the inquiry of the hope that lies 

within us (Col. 1: 27)? Do we look 

happy with our life, with the love 

of the Lord on our face? Do we 

want others to seek His way in 

their life also, to know Acts 2:26. 

“Therefore did my heart rejoice, 

and my tongue was glad; moreover 

also my flesh shall rest in  

hope.” We are sure others will not 

think it to be desirable if we do not 

make it look inviting. How do I 

speak to any young children with 

me? We have each heard examples 

of how we do NOT want to appear! 

May He help us to live for Him, 

even with a smile and thankful 

look, when we leave home to rub 

shoulders with others. 

Humbly submitted, 

Roland and Janet Denlinger 

 

 

LIGHTS SHINING IN  

THE DARK 

Brethren and Sisters in the 

Lord: 

How bright does your lights 

shine? When our lights blend in 

with the light of the sun, our 

lights may not be noticed; light 

shines all about us. A light during 

the day represents a believer who 

shines in the midst of a Christian 

civilization. One light blends in 

with the surrounding culture. The 

culture is in harmony with the 

light, at least on the outside, and 

appears to support it. 

What happens when night ap-

proaches? What happens when our 

lights shine in the midst of a post-

Christian culture, an apostate, an 

anti-Judeo-Christian, anti-biblical, 

anti-YHVH God civilization? Now, 

cultural supports and external 

props are removed. The light of 

the Gospel no longer stands in 

harmony with our surrounding 

culture. The sun disappears over 

the cultural horizon. The sur-

rounding culture becomes increas-

ingly opposed to the Light. Our 

lights no longer blend in. Now, our 

lights increasingly stand out in 

contrast to our surroundings, and 

increasingly shine against the 

coming darkness. 

If we had a choice, would we 

rather be a light that blends into 

the light of day or stands out as 

distinct light of the night? A light 

of the night, through Jesus Christ, 

can change a culture. A light that 

shines during the daylight may 
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hardly be seen. But, lights that 

shine in darkness may be seen 

miles away. During the difficult 

time when it is hardest to shine 

our lights, we must shine bright-

est. This is when our lights be-

come most illuminating. Never 

fear darkness. We are lights. The 

Light within us will shine espe-

cially strong into the night, and 

we will light up our civilization, 

even if we must endure persecu-

tion. 

Remember: When persecution 

comes, lights shine brightest. Let 

us, ones birthed out of God the 

Father, new creations through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, therefore, 

equip ourselves with the Light of 

the Word so that we should shine 

brightly in the darkest post-

Christian culture. Amen. 

See Matthew 5:14–16; 13:43; John 

1:5; Philippians 2:15; I Peter 4:14. 

Adapted from “Book of Mysteries” 

by Jonathan Cahn by 

D. L. Balsbaugh 

 

 

 

 

TEACH US TO LOVE 

Harry Ironsides 

How wise it is, when you go to 

another to wash his feet, or when 

another comes to you to wash your 

feet, that concern be exercised as 

to the temperature of your 

“water!”  Some may go with boil-

ing hot water. They are so angry, 

so upset, so distracted by some-

thing that has happened, and so 

mad about it, that they come to 

the other person and say, “Here, 

stick your feet in here!”  Nobody 

wants to have his feet washed 

with boiling hot water.  

Some go to the other extreme 

and come with ice water.  They are 

so righteously holier-than-thou, so 

remote from this whole dirty prop-

osition, so above it all.  “God, I 

thank thee that I am not as these.”  

They come to their brother or sis-

ter with this frigid, freezing water 

and they want to wash your feet. 

Nobody will appreciate it under 

those conditions.  

And some, unfortunately, try to 

do it without water at all! They 

come and dry clean your feet; they 

scrape them free of their dirt. 

Have you ever had anyone do that 

to you? They come and give you a 

piece of their mind, just tear into 

you. What they say may be true, 

but there is no water of love at all, 

nothing to wash it gently away, 

only a rigid insistence upon scrap-

ing away the dirt and the skin 

along with it.  

But our Lord insists that we 

wash one another’s feet in love. 

This is the manifestation that He 

loved His disciples, and He loved 

them to the end.   

Submitted by, 

Christian Filbrun  

 

 

TEACH US TO LOVE 
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A CHRISTIAN’S TESTIMONY 

Every true believer has been delivered from death, bondage, and 
condemnation.  

We have been delivered from DEATH because of His mercy. Our sin, 
that we should have died for, was taken by Jesus Christ when He died 
on the cross of Calvary for us. We are now forgiven and free! “Knowing 
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over him” (Rom. 6:9). “But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved)” (Eph. 2:4–5). Since we are forgiven and free, we will cherish the 
old rugged cross and cling to it forevermore. “I love you” was written in 
His blood at the cross. Not only have we been delivered from death, but 
also, we have been delivered from the BONDAGE OF SIN. “Being then 
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness” (Rom. 
6:18). We are free from sin because His forgiveness is longsuffering. 
Now we are delivered from not only death and the bondage of sin, but 
also CONDEMNATION. “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 
8:1). We do not have to be condemned, for our 
sin was taken away at the cross. Darkness 
tried to steal our hearts away, but, 
“Thank you Jesus,” mercy said, “No.” 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlast- ing life, and shall not 
come unto condemna- tion; but is passed from 
death unto life” John 5:24). 

Look at the cross and the empty tomb, 
and they will show you what He has done for 
you and me. We can have great joy in our 
hearts, for we are forgiven, delivered, free, justified, sanctified, and will 
be glorified because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Since God has 
given us Himself and so much more, our whole lives are what the Fa-
ther deserves. “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God” (I Cor. 6:11).  

“Living, He loved me; dying, He saved me; buried, He carried my sins far 
away; rising, He justified, freely forever: one day He’s coming—  

Oh glorious day!”  

I hope and pray that your relationship with the Father will be a sweet and 
enjoyable journey. “I will sing praises unto thy NAME, O Lord!” Amen. 

Megan Fullmer 
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THE BIBLE 

It is so important for a young 

Christian to start reading. There-

fore, the first lesson is designed to 

help establish your faith in the 

Bible, for it is the Word of God. 

Keep in mind that the Bible is 

not a book of philosophy. Do not go 

to the Bible for a scientific trea-

tise. However, there is no discrep-

ancy between ascertained facts of 

science, and the Bible.  

The Bible is not just a book of 

history. But it is found to be accu-

rate when history is recorded. 

The Bible was given to man 

from God, revering Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God, and God the Son, 

the only Savior. “Jesus said unto 

him, I am the way, the truth, and 

the life: no man cometh unto the 

Father, but by me” (John 14:6).  

He is the center and the circum-

ference. It is Christ from Genesis 

to Revelation. “Search the scrip-

tures; for in them ye think ye have 

eternal life: and they are they 

which testify of me” (John 5:39). 

The Bible is high above all other 

books, as the heavens are high 

above the earth. 

Someone has said of the Bible, 

“Read it to be wise, believe it to be 

safe, and practice it to be right.” 

The Bible is the inspired word of 

God. “All scripture is given by in-

spiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-

tion, for instruction in righteous-

ness…” (II Tim. 3:16).  

 “For the prophecy came not in 

old time by the will of man: but 

holy men of God spake as they 

were moved by the holy Ghost” (II 

Pet. 1:21).  

The Word of God has special 

power. “For the word of God is 

quick, and powerful, and sharper 

than any twoedged sword, piercing 

even to the dividing asunder of 

soul and spirit, and of the joints 

and marrow, and is a discerner of 

the thoughts and intents of the 

heart” (Heb. 4:12). 

The Bible commands the believ-

er to study the Scriptures. “Study 

to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing 

the word of truth” (II Tim. 2:15). 

 

Holy Bible, valued treasure 

I will make of thee my choice, 

Who can fathom thee—or measure,  

Only he who knows thy voice. 

 

I do prize thy holy teachings, 

And thy promises I claim. 

I adore thy meek beseechings 

To accept a Savior slain.  

 

What were all the world without thee, 

All in ignorance yet would be, 

May all those that gladly seek thee 

Soon from evil be made free.  

 

May we render sweet submission 

To the wholesome laws of God. 

May we learn on what condition 

Life is promised through his word. 

 

In Christian love, 

Buren Boone 

 

 

THE BIBLE 
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THE OFFICE OF DEACON 

As part of the Ohio deacon’s 

workshop, I was asked to share 

thoughts on the topic of “Caring for 

the Flock” and more specifically 

“How to Reach the Disconnected” 

and “Eliminating Us and Them.” 

It’s my understanding that this 

multi-evening workshop was to 

enhance the understanding of the 

deacons regarding their biblical 

calling and service to their congre-

gations. They are to be commended 

for wanting to review the biblical 

position of deacon and compare it 

to our practice today. It’s good to 

occasionally research why we do 

what we do rather than simply do 

something because it’s always been 

done a certain way. While much of 

the speaking was, understandably, 

from the servant body, they are 

also to be commended for wanting 

to hear from some outside the serv-

ant body. This is a crucial step in 

reaching anyone who feels discon-

nected or feels a barrier between 

“us” and “them;” the knowledge 

that they care enough to ask what 

the “them” thinks. One of the last 

things we want is estrangement 

between the servant and the 

served. Such a relationship would 

soon have power as its basis rather 

than love. 

What does a deacon’s job look 

like? While there was much theo-

logical discussion in this work-

shop, this part will be more practi-

cal. I’ll try to put work boots on it. 

What is written here will be from 

the side being served. Being of a 

more practical nature, some of this 

writing will be opinion. I trust the 

practical will be rooted in God’s 

Word. This is not what I expect 

from you, but rather what I feel 

the Word of God expects from you. 

I don’t expect to tell you anything 

new; we’re all just trying to put 

this office of deacon in everyday 

life. 

Please know up front: many of 

us appreciate very much what you 

deacons do, and the time you 

spend ministering to the general 

congregation. Please take this as a 

heart of love attempting to speak 

truth. 

First let’s look at some biblical 

applications of the word “deacon.” 

Understanding the use of the of-

fice may help eliminate the “us” 

and “them” disconnect. This won’t 

be an in-depth word study; we 

could soon get lost in that; but just 

a few quick items of interest to 

add dimension to your calling. 

Just enough to whet your interest 

in a deeper study if you haven’t 

already done one. 

In the Strong’s Greek Concord-

ance there are ten words having 

the same root (#1245–1254). One of 

those has no resemblance to 

“deacon” but all the others are 

some form of the word. Only two 

are translated “deacon” in the KJV 

New Testament. One is translated 

variously “deacon, minister, and 

servant” (#1249—Phil. 1:1; I Tim. 

3:8, 12). The other is translated 

“office of deacon” (#1247—I Tim. 

November, 2017 
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3:10, 13). Another of the words 

means “to prove downright, con-

fute” and is translated “convince.” 

Does this sound like Stephen or 

Philip, two of the first deacons? 

Another is translated simply “hear” 

but means “to patiently listen (as 

to a prisoner’s plea).” You’ll find 

this usage in Acts 23:35 when Paul 

was delivered secretly from Jerusa-

lem to Caesarea and the governor 

said, “when thine accusers are 

come I will hear thee.” Another of 

these words is in Acts 6:1 where 

the Greek widows were neglected 

in the daily “ministration” of goods: 

the job of being a “deacon.” The 

same word was used by Paul in 

Romans 11:13, I magnify my 

“office.” He loved and embraced 

this work of serving, or acting the 

part of deacon. This is the work to 

which you’ve been called. Paul calls 

it an office and embraces it from 

the perspective of a servant. 

This office was created because 

of an “us and them” situation. The 

Greeks were grumbling against 

the Hebrews about unfair treat-

ment. For some reason there was 

a disconnect between the cultures 

in the early church and the apos-

tles asked that this office be estab-

lished to stop, or heal, the prob-

lem. The purpose was that all be 

treated fairly. I like to think that 

the apostles listened to the com-

plaint as the governor promised to 

do when Paul’s case was to be 

heard: patiently and empathetical-

ly. I like to think our deacons lis-

ten to problems in the same way. 

Moving on, you’ll notice in I 

Timothy 3:8–13 that quite a few 

qualifications are mentioned to 

assist in choosing a deacon. I find 

it interesting that precious few 

responsibilities are mentioned. 

Could this be that qualifications, 

good character, are of primary im-

portance? Also, responsibilities 

would necessarily change with 

need: different times and locations 

would change responsibilities. In 

every need, good character would 

remain constant. The take-away 

t h o u g h t 

here is don’t 

define the 

r o l e s /

responsibili-

ties too 

closely; al-

low flexibil-

ity. The 

need for 

good charac-

ter is the same in any responsibility. 

From thoughts presented earlier 

in the workshop, we learn that a 

deacon is a leader as well as a 

servant. Being a servant/leader is 

an interesting paradox. But, no 

less than Jesus Himself, and in 

His own words, provides our best 

example. In Mark 10:43, He says 

the great shall be the minister 

(deacon—Strong’s #1249), and in 

verse 45 He says He came not to 

be ministered to but to minister 

(the office of deacon—Strong’s 

#1247). Also in Luke 22:26 He, as 

a master or rabbi, says “I am 

among you as one that 

THE OFFICE OF DEACON 

…many of us 
appreciate 
very much 

what you dea-
cons do, and 

the time  
you spend  

ministering… 
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serves” (uses the office of deacon— 

same as I Timothy 3:10). As stated 

earlier, Paul also embraces the 

office and, by implication, the ser-

vice. You are leaders because 

you’re called to an office; you’re 

servants because of the work you 

do. It’s very important you figure 

the balance between leadership 

and servanthood. 

What’s the bottom line of this 

short word study? Hopefully you’ll 

do a study of your own. The trans-

lators could have used the word 

“deacon” many more times than 

they did. Living what the 

word means and im-

plies, will go a long 

way toward rec-

onciling “us and 

them” and 

reaching the 

disconnected. 

Let’s go on to 

some of the spe-

cifics of your ser-

vice. If you haven’t 

already, let’s lace up 

those workboots, and maybe get 

our hands a little dirty. While 

you’re doing that, remember, this 

is from the perspective of those 

being served. Anything I have to 

say will probably be a repeat of 

what you already know and are 

doing. I’ll say it again anyway be-

cause the flock needs to feel these 

things from you. 

How do you care for the flock? 

How do you remove the “us and 

them” barrier and reach the dis-

connected? “Caring” is the opera-

tive word. Heart-felt caring is the 

best you can do to resolve this is-

sue. First of all, I think you made 

a wise choice in asking some of 

“them,” some of the flock, to share 

in the workshop. This shows you 

have an interest in hearing what 

they think. You’re willing to open 

yourselves to the “other side.” 

Continue to minimize the words 

office and official and embrace the 

word servant. For some of us this 

can be a hard habit to break. I’m 

over 65 years of age and until 

about eight years ago the word 

servant was never used. 

Maybe my age 

group, some of 

“them,” are 

unwittingly 

partly re-

sponsible for 

any discon-

nect. Maybe 

we’ve subcon-

sciously elevat-

ed you beyond 

what you want. Think 

of being elected to servanthood 

rather than an office. All this be-

ing said, we must occasionally use 

the words office/official. But be 

careful that we use them as defini-

tion and not status. 

To further eliminate the “us and 

them” disconnect bring the sheep 

to walk beside you. Ask the sheep 

to share in responsibilities. Dele-

gate as much as you can and ask 

the flock to help; even if we ex-

press inability. Develop a heart for 

the flock. Walk in their shoes with 
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Develop a heart for 

the flock. Walk in 

their shoes with 

ears tuned to needs 

and concerns…be 

available. 
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ears tuned to needs and concerns. 

Even though this may be tough, be 

available. Be proactive. Don’t just 

wait for problems to surface. Take 

the lead in interaction. While this 

may not be right or fair, I’ve no-

ticed that this seems to be ex-

pected. Whether right or wrong, if 

that is the expectation, that would 

make it easier for you to do the 

reaching out. Again, regardless of 

right or wrong, this shows genuine 

concern on your part. Stay on the 

same plane and refuse to be ele-

vated even if we try to make that 

happen. Be real and transparent. 

From the heart live out the quali-

fications. Be safe—don’t spread 

what someone shares in confi-

dence. This all has to do with in-

teraction between deacon and 

flock. The importance of this inter-

action cannot be overstated. It is 

vital to caring. 

You are in a unique position 

between shepherd and flock. An-

other speaker stressed your posi-

tion between the shepherd and the 

flock. You are identified with both: 

with the shepherds as minister 

and with the sheep as part of the 

flock. Interaction with both is of 

utmost importance. You work with 

the shepherd to keep him free to 

preach and intimately with the 

sheep as you’re trying to do by 

conducting this workshop. You’re 

doing well to be concerned about 

how to better the flock and find 

any connections where there may 

be an “us an them” issue. I’m sure 

you realize that this can be tough. 

Differences in personalities and 

time constraints come into play. 

Those with young and/or large 

families may wonder where this 

necessary time will come from. 

Different personalities will re-

spond differently as you assess 

needs. You will need discernment 

to sort out legitimate needs on the 

one hand and slackers on the oth-

er hand who would take your time 

for no productive reason. Discern-

ment means being in tune with 

God in sorting out true and per-

ceived needs. You’ll want to be 

instant in prayer, continuing in 

the Word, and walking in the Holy 

Spirit. 

This also needs to work in the 

other direction. So far I’ve only 

mentioned what the flock needs to 

see in you. I’ve given you a lot of 

responsibility. By now you’re prob-

ably thinking “it’s not like this is 

all I have to do,” or “doesn’t he 

know I also have a family with 

children, and a job?” I hope to take 

away some of your burden. I sin-

cerely believe this is a two-way 

street. The deacon should probably 

be ready to act first. We just need 

to know he cares and is approach-

able. He is also the one with the 

calling and responsibility. Remem-

ber what I said earlier about shar-

ing the work? We, the flock, need 

to be open to delegation. Ask us to 

help. It will relieve your burden 

and keep us on the same level. It 

will have the added effect of 

breaking barriers and making con-

nections. 

THE OFFICE OF DEACON 
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We, the flock, should be not only 

willing to help meet needs, we 

should be doing some things of our 

own without being asked. Some-

one once said, “deacons meeting a 

need should be the second step.” 

You may ultimately bear the re-

sponsibility that a job gets done 

but no one said you have to do it 

all yourself. 

Don’t get discouraged if not eve-

ryone responds to your efforts in 

caring for the flock. After all is said 

and done, some will choose to re-

main disconnected. There will al-

ways be, by choice, some who dif-

ferentiate between “us and them.” 

You may take this as a challenge to 

reach out to them, but don’t let the 

devil discourage you if they choose 

not to respond. Some just prefer it 

that way. Still don’t hesitate to try 

bringing them alongside. You may 

find and utilize some interest of 

theirs that could benefit the body. 

Just be careful how much time you 

spend with those who choose to 

remain disconnected. Don’t let this 

diminish your contact with those 

who are connected or wish they 

were. This is more reason for dis-

cernment and interaction. Keep 

praying and trying. 

So, are you serving correctly? I 

can’t answer that outright. But I 

will say this much: don’t compare 

yourself with those around you. 

Always use the Bible as your 

standard and compare yourself 

with the Word. Do your own word 

study and see where it leads you. 

Remember, the translators could 

have used the word “deacon” many 

more times than they did. Check 

the context of each instance of 

word usage to more fully under-

stand your calling. Serve first, not 

rule, out of a pure heart. Don’t 

beat yourself up for mistakes. If 

you mess up, repent, make it 

right, and move on. God is more 

interested in a pure heart and mo-

tives than perfect practice. The 

sheep can overlook a lot of mis-

takes if your motives are pure. 

Please allow a few parting bless-

ings. Please don’t forget: 

• The power of prayer. Be instant 

in prayer. Constantly pray for the 

flock. Remember that God gave 

the position; rely on Him to fill it. 

• The power of love. Genuine love 

from God. Pray for agape, uncon-

ditional love. Love the flock un-

conditionally. 

• The importance of exercising grace 

and truth. And in that order. 

Please also allow a parting 

thought: I encourage you to allow 

for special/spiritual gifts in some of 

you. Don’t deny any spiritual gifts 

God may give you. Remember Ste-

phen and Philip and how God used 

them? Remember that the catalog 

of responsibilities was very mini-

mal. Be open to special callings 

and responsibilities. Blessings on 

your efforts and for your service! I 

commend each of you to God. 

Don Bayer 
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THE PARABLE OF THE 

TALENTS 

Here the Lord Jesus is prophe-

sying of how He will gain His 

kingdom and then return. He re-

lates here what that will look like 

to His servants. The servants, we 

should note, are not individuals, 

but types of Christians. 

Here they were waiting for the 

delivery. Each one receiving some-

thing from the Lord. The first two 

took them in hand rejoicing, the 

third was not pleased. But what 

was it? Many are still in the dark 

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 
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and to them it is manna. We need 

to know though brethren, for we 

must use it, whatever it is and 

multiply it; for we must give an 

account.  

The first thing that we should 

note is that it is given as a weight. 

Many places in the Bible give the 

weight of something such as the 

laver or of some other thing in the 

temple was measured by talents, 

according to the  standard of the 

sanctuary (Ex. 38:25).  Contrari-

wise, lightness is as wickedness 

and worthless to God. “Abimelech 

hired vain and light persons which 

followed him.” The false prophets 

are said to “Cause my people to err 

by their lies, and by their light-

ness.” So the talents speak of 

weight of life; sobriety, as in Titus 

2. We see a picture of this in the 

pilgrim Levitical priesthood, who 

were foreshadowing the service of 

Christians. They were given re-

sponsibility to bear the tabernacle. 

They had to carry it on their own 

shoulders, even they were not to 

place it on a cart but had to let its 

weight sit upon them. Even so, we 

need to be willing to have God’s 

burdens lay upon our hearts and 

not try to alleviate them with fool-

ishness and gaming. Let them be 

emphasized by preaching and 

hearing the Word of the Lord, and 

let us discuss, meditate on and 

pray, and bear them. Some also 

had to bear the altar, and another 

the candlestick. Diverse brothers 

carry differing burdens. One has 

more of a burden for the lost souls 

in the world who yet are strangers 

from the covenants of promise, 

having no hope, and without God 

in the world. Another has more of 

a burden for the testimony of the 

church, and a desire for their per-

fection and growth in Christ.  An-

other bears the fence, and desires 

to see it properly erected that the 

disciples may be protected from 

the enemies all around, and they 

know that it will take the joining 

together of those who are clothed 

in white to do that. Like the gifts 

of faith and wisdom, we must all 

have some, but others may carry a 

differing burden more than us. 

Christ gives weight to our testimo-

ny and words as we faithfully car-

ry this out. 

So the talent has weight, but let 

us more perfectly understand 

what the talent is, and is not, that 

we can be good stewards of it. If 

we fail here, we will have no hope 

of using rightly what the Lord Je-

sus has committed to our trust. 

For, what we imagine it to be, is 

what we will pursue. For instance, 

if we think that it is merely mon-

ey, we will seek wealth and use it 

as if it were the great cure for 

what ails men. If we think that 

the talents are natural, and that it 

is only our time and physical ener-

gy that must be spent for the sake 

of God’s kingdom, we will labor 

with all of our natural powers in 

our own strength and wisdom. If 

this is the case, we will pursue 

mostly natural things, such as 

building church buildings and ca-

reers. But God’s ways and man’s 

are separated by innumerable 

light years. Heaven must be open 

upon us, and our labors need to be 

according to His revealed will for 

any good to come. “As every man 
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hath received the gift, even so 

minister the same one to another, 

as good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God. If any man speak, let 

him speak as the oracles of God; if 

any man minister, let him do it as 

of the ability which God giveth: 

that God in all things may be glo-

rified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be praise and dominion for 

ever and ever” (I Pet. 4:10,11). The 

apostle Peter who heard Christ’s 

parable, laid this out before us and 

told us what it is that we receive. 

It is the gift of the Holy Ghost (see 

also Acts 2:38, 10:45 within the 

gift of 

s a l v a -

tion). He 

a l s o 

heard the 

Lord Je-

sus say 

that He 

“ c a l l e d 

his own 

servants 

and de-

l i v e r e d 

unto them his goods.” Even the 

wise and learned apostle Paul 

stated: “Not that we are sufficient 

of ourselves to think anything as 

of ourselves: but our sufficiency is 

of God; who also hath made us 

able ministers of the new testa-

ment,” so that we can speak and 

labor according to the will of God 

in our spirit, soul and body. We 

have natural abilities also. These 

must be completely submitted to 

God, and washed in the blood. All 

that is of the flesh is at enmity 

with God’s Law. These must be 

sanctified or our own abilities will 

become as a disease to the church. 

It will receive evil from us rather 

than healing. Before we can do 

any good we must first surrender 

all of our resources, time, money, 

influence, family, understanding, 

i.e. all that is within our power, to 

Christ for the advancement of His 

great kingdom; wholeheartedly 

seeking our usefulness; then wait 

for the enlightenment of God, and 

His leading. In this manner only, 

God is glorified. 

Moses had to ascend the mount 

to receive the lively oracles and 

the pattern of the tabernacle be-

fore the children of Israel could 

enter the promised land. The apos-

tles, who had walked with Christ 

for years and heard His teachings, 

and saw His power, could not take 

the Gospel out before they were 

“endued with power from on high.” 

If we have not seen with our 

eyes…looked upon, if our hands 

have not handled of the word of 

life how can we testify that the 

Father sent the Son to be the sav-

iour of the world. We must be born 

from above, having taken up your 

cross to follow Christ’s leading, 

having slain your own agendas, 

repented of all our sins, to follow 

Christ in the narrow path. We 

must also be filled with the Holy 

Spirit; only then can our spiritual 

gifts be used to build the church, 

as we become laborers together 

with God: and members one of an-

other: but the work must come 

from the blue prints of the Holy 

Writ and be ministered by the Ho-

ly Ghost in holy love. 

We see many examples in the 

Scriptures of holy men laboring in 

…we need to be 
willing to have 
God’s burdens 
lay upon our 
hearts and not 
try to alleviate 
them with fool-
ishness and 
gaming.  
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this way to multiply their talents. 

Peter stood before multitudes of 

people and reproved them for their 

sins, and called them to repent-

ance and conversion from their 

evil ways; healing the sick and 

raising the dead. Stephen, minis-

tered to the Grecian widows, per-

formed miracles, and preached to 

the religious Jews and leaders, 

having the countenance of an an-

gel of God; Paul and his compan-

ions traveled all over the known 

world preaching the kingdom of 

God, testifying both to the Jews 

and also to the Greeks, repentance 

toward God, and faith toward our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and reasoned of 

righteousness, temperance and 

the judgment to come. We also see 

him continually praying for the 

spiritual growth of all the church-

es. Philip preached to the outcasts 

and saw many delivered from the 

power of Satan unto God; who was 

also led of the Holy Ghost into the 

desert to meet a man God had pre-

pared to receive the word of salva-

tion, and who carried it unto his 

own people. We see the churches 

of Macedonia—how that in a great 

trial of affliction the abundance of 

their joy and their deep poverty 

abounded unto the riches of their 

liberality…but first gave their own 

selves to the Lord, and unto us by 

the will of God. We see also dear 

old Dorcas, who was full of good 

works and alms deeds which she 

did. We see Timothy who was 

taught and trained by his mother 

Eunice and grandmother Lois, 

which child became a great weap-

on of warfare for the church.  Epa-

phras the minister of Colossi al-

ways labor[ed] fervently for [the 

church] that [they] may stand per-

fect and complete in all the will of 

God.  

Let us consider more fully the 

intent for which God called us. 

John the Baptist preached that 

The axe is laid unto the root of the 

trees: therefore every tree which 

bringeth not forth good fruit is 

hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

Jesus reiterated the same thing in 

Matthew 7. He spoke also about 

the fig tree and how if it did not 

bring forth fruit, it would be cut 

down (a 

picture of 

I s r a e l , 

and a 

warning 

for us). 

J e s u s 

said that 

if we 

abide in 

Him we 

will bring 

forth much good fruit (see John 

15). Paul told the Philippians that 

he prayed that charity would 

abound yet more and more in 

them and that they would be filled 

with the fruits of righteousness. 

God greatly desires that His holi-

ness would be manifest in us by 

His Spirit and warns against 

walking in our own carnal ways.  

In Luke’s account we find the 

following:  
He called his ten servants, 

and delivered them ten pounds, 
and said unto them, Occupy till 
I come…And it came to pass 
that when he was returned…
then he commanded these serv-
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ants to be called unto him…
that he might how much 
every man had gained by trad-
ing 

His servants were supposed to 

take what had been given them, 

and not just keep it, but multiply 

it. He wanted them to gain more 

than what they had received. Con-

cerning this multiplication we see 

such examples of the fulfillment as 

the following: And the word of God 

increased; and the number of the 

disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 

greatly; and a great company of 

priests were obedient to the faith; 

Ye have filled Jerusalem with 

your doctrine: They…went every 

where preaching the word; and the 

hand of the Lord was with them; 

and a great number believed, and 

turned unto the Lord; the number 

of the disciples was multiplied. 

The book of Acts displays many 

things to us of what that should 

look like. How are we doing breth-

ren? Is this our testimony? What if 

churches can also be one of the  

three types, where would we be 

found? 

Christ had called His servants 

and charged them, giving them a 

great and eternal responsibility: 

but some, when He was gone, they 

spoke together and agreed that 

they would have none of it. And in 

that day seven women shall take 

hold of one man, saying, “We will 

eat our own bread, and wear our 

own apparel: only let us be called 

by thy name, to take away our re-

proach.” They wanted to remain 

His citizens and enjoy His provi-

sions, they wanted His salvation 

from eternal destruction, but they 

did not want Him to be Lord; that 

title they wanted reserved for 

themselves. That does not mean 

they were lazy, oh no! It does not 

mean that they did not labor; for 

some have a zeal of God, but not 

according to knowledge. King Saul 

did not leave the throne when he 

sinned, nor did the Pharisees 

leave Moses’ seat when Christ ex-

posed their hypocrisy, but labored 

fervently. Would to God that un-

holy men would have no heart to 

labor for God, but more often than 

not they are the most zealous who 

have nothing but poison to offer. 

Brethren, if we will be accepted, 

we must labor according to God’s 

will with a pure heart. “If a man 

also strive for masteries, yet is he 

not crowned, except he strive law-

fully” (II Tim. 2:5).  We see also 

misled men that confidently la-

bored for the kingdom, imagining 

that one day they would obtain. 

They seemed to have no doubt 

about that. They labored hard, 

gained spiritual gifts also, but  

when they were called before the 

throne, and began to see what the 

turn of their sentence would be 

they pleaded “Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in thy name? and 

in thy name have cast out devils? 

and in thy name done many won-

derful works?” Their works were 

many, and good in their own sight, 

and they even cast out devils. Not 
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many can say that, but neverthe-

less Christ knowing their evil way 

denounced them saying “I never 

knew you: depart from me, ye that 

work iniquity.” 

It is clear and obvious that we 

must labor, but we need to do it 

acceptably. What in our day 

would not be? There is much work 

being done for the sake of God’s 

kingdom. To answer that, I adjure 

you to look to the pattern in 

Christ and Acts. What do we see? 

Do we see churches licensing and 

incorporating? Did they give place 

for their youth to be taken up 

with flying or rolling balls? Was 

the early church an entertain-

ment center for adults, youth and 

children? Shall we prosper if we 

seek after amusements and 

worldly pleasure? Nay, brethren. 

In simplicity, we see often and 

continual prayer meetings, and 

souls humbling themselves and 

giving of themselves and all of 

their substance for the sake of 

their brethren and the work. We 

see men and women, who whole-

heartedly sought God, who, once 

enlightened, went out to the lost 

of this world with a message of 

hope of reconciliation with God, a 

call to repentance, a message of 

love and warning to all who will 

not submit to Christ and His 

teaching. Souls that were willing 

to be arrested, defamed, and tor-

tured and killed; that their lives 

might be an offering to God. 

Christ calls us to live and labor 

for Him in simplicity with His 

faithful people according to His 

holy will. If you do this, your chil-

dren will find fulfillment in drink-

ing and distributing living water, 

and not be bored. 

My dear friends, our lives are 

eternal, this world is not. Our end-

less eternity and that of many oth-

ers that we can influence, depends 

on what we do right now while we 

still have breath. Whatever fears 

we have about laboring for the 

kingdom can be alleviated by our 

Lord. He can embolden us. Where 

we lack skill, wisdom, and heart 

we have access to our needed 

grace through Christ. Notice what 

Jesus’ servant said, “Thy pound 

hath gained ten pounds” (Luke’s 

account). In that account they all 

received the same amount, one 

pound. They all had the same ac-

cess to the same grace. Christ has 

delivered unto His servants His 

goods. Christ has become our all 

sufficiency through faith in pray-

er. “But of him are ye in Christ 

Jesus, who of God is made unto us 

wisdom, and righteousness, and 

sanctification, and redemption” (I 

Cor. 1:30). The promises have 

been given, we just need to lay 

hold of them in earnest prayer in 

faith, humble ourselves, return 

God’s stolen property, and God can 

supply all of our needs for life and 

godliness. Only fear God and sin-

ning against Him. It’s amazing 

what zeal many have for work and 

business; it’s sad how many es-

teem God, our unfathomable 

treasure, so little. Let us live lives 

that show the great glory of God.  

November, 2017 
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sow.  

I beseech you my friends, ye 

youth and ye that are growing old-

er, do not be of that number who 

neither love or serve Christ, but of 

those who are good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God. 

Questions to consider: 

Is the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, the top priority in 

your life? What would those clos-

est to you say it is? 

Anabaptists have mastered 

many trades, because they were 

given much attention and time. 

How are we doing winning the lost 

and gaining new countries for our 

Lord? 

What are you not willing to do 

for Christ? Can you really say that 

you have forsaken all that you 

have to follow Christ if you are 

still withholding from Him? 

Do you love God more than 

money? Pleasure and leisure? Rep-

utation? Or your own plans? 

Are you willing to lay them 

down to serve God?                                                                         

Love in Christ Jesus, 

                                                                 

Jonathan Graham Tarbert                                                          

                                             

 

A BASKET OF  

SUMMER FRUIT 
Dr. Richard Donovan 

In Amos, chapter eight, verse 
one, we read where God showed 
Amos a vision of a basket of sum-
mer fruit. The implication of 
“Summer Fruit” is that it is the 
last of the crop that may already 
be over-ripe, or near to beginning 
the process of decay. 

God tells Amos that the 
“Summer Fruit” represents His 
people Israel. God is telling Amos 
that Israel is over-ripe in regards 
to God’s judgment coming upon 
them. They had come to the end of 
God’s patience, and they are ripe 
for judgment. 

The lesson seems to be that God 
is patient with us, but His pa-
tience will not endure forever. 
Someone has written, “Though the 
mills of God grind slowly, they 
grind exceeding small.” 

We are reminded of God’s words 

through the prophet Jeremiah to 

Judah. He said, “The harvest is 
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Questions — The Bible is clear 

that after death, there will be a 

Judgment (Heb. 9:27).  

Following are some questions re-

garding God’s judgment of man. If 

you feel you have answers, list the 

Scriptures from which your an-

swers come.  

1. What will God judge man by? 

What is the criteria for His judg-

ment? 

2. Matt. 25:46 explains the results 

of a judgment (everlasting punish-

ment or life eternal). Is this pas-

sage a description of the Great 

Judgment? 

3. Will anyone be surprised at the 

Great Judgment? Or does every 

person inwardly know their stand-

ing before God today? 

4. Will the greatest MARVEL that 

Day be God’s mercy? Or His wrath? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Thanks giving is thanks living—thanks living is a fully sacrificial life.  

All ships are safe in harbor, but that is not what ships are made for.  

Sing “Praise God” over and over to the tune of “Amazing Grace.”  

Thank someone sincerely. Receive thanks humbly.  

If God is ALL, then man is reduced to nothing. 

Do not fear to let others see your heart. 

Thank God for national blessings. 

Read Hebrews 13:15. 

past, the summer is ended, and we 

are not saved.” God has His own 

timetable and He works according 

to it. It is very possible for individ-

uals, churches, and nations to wait 

too long in heeding God’s warn-

ings. 

When this happens, God comes in 

judgment upon those who procrasti-

nate. At this point there is nothing 

to do, but as is stated elsewhere in 

the book of Amos, “Prepare to meet 

thy God, O Israel.” 

That means that they were to 

prepare to meet God as He comes in 

judgment. There is always the dan-

ger of, or the inclination to, wait 

until it is too late to make amends 

with God. Today is the day.  

We have not been promised an-

other day. Something as im-

portant as this ought to have abso-

lute priority in the life of everyone 

of us.  
 

Selected from  

The Brookville Star by  

Sam and Eva Boone 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

Aug. 27, 2017; Shenandoah, VA 
 Calvin Jones 
Sept. 24, 2017; Modesto, CA 
 Conner Miller, Carson Brubaker,  
 Justin Crawmer 
Sept. 24, 2017; West Modesto, CA 
 Grant Wise, Dylan Balsbaugh, 
 Skylar Balsbaugh 
Oct. 1, 2017; Zillah, WA 
 Maria Garber 
Oct. 8, 2017; Caldwell, ID 
  David Tate 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

Aug. 31, 2017; West Manchester, IN 
 Kenton Flora 
 

COMMISSIONS 

Sept. 25, 2017; Cascade Valley, WA 
 Anthony Root (with wife, Heather) 
  Called to the Ministry 
 Stephen Rapp (with wife, Heather) 
  Elected to the office of Deacon 
 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Nov. 4, 2017 .................Kidron Valley, KS 
Nov. 4, 2017 ................... Shenandoah, VA 
Nov. 11, 2017 .................... Covington, OH 
Nov. 11, 2017 ......... West Manchester, IN 
Nov. 11, 2017 .............. West Modesto, CA 
Feb. 10, 2018 .................... Pine Grove, FL 
Mar. 3, 2018 ................ Morning Star, OH 
Mar. 10, 2018 ........................... Dallas, OR 
Apr. 7, 2018 ............................. Salem, OH 

Apr. 14, 2018 ................... Fair Haven, KS 
Apr. 14, 2018 ...................... Fall Creek, IN 
   (at the Beech Grove meeting house) 
Apr. 21, 2018 ......................... Caldwell, ID 
Apr. 28, 2018 ................... Bear Creek, OH 

 

HARVEST MEETINGS 

Nov. 23, 2017 ............ Pleasant View, OH 

  

DISTRICT NOTICES 

Zillah Congregation 

The Zillah Congregation will begin 
having an evening meeting on the 
second Sunday at 6:30 pm, beginning 
the second Sunday of November. 

Marvin Mohler 
 

PASTORAL FUND REPORT 

The Pastoral Support Committee 
and those who receive assistance give 
a special thanks to the ministry, dea-
cons, and brotherhood for their will-
ingness to assist the districts in the 
way of encouragement, financial sup-
port, and preaching. We appreciate 
your continued support.  God bless 
each of you. 

 
Balance July 1, 2016 $8,334.66 
Expenses $1,999.00 
Balance July 1, 2017 $6,335.66 

Gerald Deaton, Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL NOTICE  

We are making our call for subscriptions for the year 2018 at this 
time. The rate continues at $20 per year. The subscription price for 
each subscriber should be received by December 1, 2017, from the 
District Agents. Each District Agent should include an updated list of 
subscribers, with their addresses. Individual subscriber’s subscription 
payments should be received by December 1, 2017, as well, if possi-
ble, for the 2018 subscription year. 

We give the Lord praise and honor for supplying the needs of this 
publication. “And they were beyond measure astonished, saying, He 
hath done all things well…” (Mark 7:37) 
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WHITE FOR THE HARVEST 

Around me I look, and view souls of lost men. 
Does the world seem dark, like a land full of sin? 
Lift up your eyes, and behold the white fields. 
A land full to blossom, and ready for yields. 
 
Do the young all around seem to turn from what’s right? 
Are they all hopeless rebels that flee from the light? 
Open your heart, and see the white crop; 
Give of yourself this damage to stop. 
 
Are middle aged men consumed in their realm? 
Do they strive for things temporal that only overwhelm? 
Strengthen your hands, the fields are white for to reap; 
Teach them of God; else in that last day they’ll weep. 
 
Are the old of the world partaking in folly? 
Forsaking all wisdom, and projecting to be jolly? 
Speak to them now of that final return; 
Before it’s too late and the Lord they do spurn. 
 
The harvest is great and the laborers few. 
Pick up God’s Word, and these lost men pursue. 
Again I say, lift up your eyes, 
Fix them on heaven and seize the prize. 
 

Forrest Shellabarger 
 

 
 

ASKING 
We search in all the wrong places, weeping, looking, grasping, clamor-

ing for an answer—and there is none. 
Silence envelops us as our inner questionings bounce off the ceiling 

again—  
Falling limp and lifeless into our laps. 

Finally, in exhaustion, we simply—ask. 
Heaven opens and the portals of our minds blaze as light breaks  

forth like the dawn. 
Realization washes over us as we understand at last that maybe what 

we really wanted was not the answer,  
but simply the act of—asking. 

Because in asking we surrender to One who is greater than ourselves.  
 

Gloria Wright 
 

Poems 
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DETAILS OF  
THANKSGIVING 

Dear Lord, I give Thee the thanks 
that I feel, 

And, Lord, I feel it’s such a thrill 
To realize we’re in Thy sight! 

 

Teach me to always live my thanks, 
In prayer to earnestly seek after 

Thee! 
Then all I do will show my link 

 

May my example reveal Thy Light 
Doing as Jesus did, that is my will; 

We know that we walk always in 
Thy sight, 

 

At Thy return, I know Thou Wilt 
claim me, 

And all that I am, Thou will not 
be ashamed; 

Dear Lord, I beg in Jesus’ Name. 
 

Please, daily keep us in Thy love, 
And then in death, Thou wilt call 

us by name. 
Please, grant us all a Home above, 

We beg this all in Jesus’ Name! 
Amen 

 
Vicki Witmer 

 
 
 

FULL REDEMPTION 

Thou wilt to us Thy Name impart, 
Thou bear’st it not in vain; 
That Thou art called Thou surely art, 
Saviour of sinful man; 
Into Thy Name, Thy nature, we 
Assuredly believe, 
Jesus, from sin, Thee, only Thee, 
Our Jesus we receive. 

Our Jesus, Thou from future woe, 

From present wrath Divine, 

Shalt save us from our sins below, 

And make our souls like Thine; 

Jesus, from all the power of sin, 

From all the being, too, 

Thy grace shall make us thro’ly 

clean, 

And perfectly renew. 

 

Jesus, from pride, from wrath, 

from lust, 

Our inward Jesus be, 

From every idle thought, we trust 

To be redeemed by Thee; 

When Thou dost in the flesh ap-

pear, 

We shall the promise prove, 

Saved into all perfection here, 

Renewed in sinless love. 

 

Come, O Thou Prophet, Priest 

and King,  

Thou Son of God and man! 

Into our souls Thy fullness bring, 

Instruct, atone, and reign; 

Holy and pure, as just and wise, 

We would be in Thy sight: 

Less than Thine all cannot suffice, 

We grasp the Infinite. 

 

Our Jesus, Thee, entire and 

whole, 

With willing heart we take; 

Fill ours and every faithful soul 

For Thine own mercies’ sake. 

We wait to know Thy utmost 

Name 

The nature’s Heavenly powers; 

One undivided Christ we claim, 

And all Thou art is ours. 

John Wesley 

POEMS 
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BRUBAKER — Titus Luke, in-

fant son of Ryan Marcus and An-

nie Maxine (Warner) Brubaker of 

Arcanum, Ohio, was born Tues-

day, Aug. 22, 2017, at Wayne Hos-

pital, Greenville. He lived about a 

half hour before passing into the 

arms of Jesus. 

He was preceded in death by his 

great-grandparents, Emily Miller, 

and Raymond and Orpha Warner. 

Tutus Luke is survived by his 

parents; grandparents, Roger Bru-

baker, Rachel Brubaker, Marlan 

Warner, Cheryl and Gary Hittle; 

great-parents, Eugene and Alice 

Brubaker, Marcus and Carol Mil-

ler, Melvin and Maxine Lavy; un-

cles and aunts, Randy and Anita 

Brubaker, Ruby Brubaker, Ruth 

and Matt Grim, Rex Brubaker, 

Jason and Jonnie Warner, Jamey 

and Rachel Warner, Arlena and 

Darwin English, Anita and Randy 

Brubaker, Joseph and Kate Warn-

er, Jacob and Lisa Warner, Zach 

Hittle, Laurie Hittle,  and Rob and 

Taylor Hittle; and numerous cous-

ins and other relatives.  

A graveside service was held 

August 28, at Oakland Cemetery, 

Bradford, Ohio, conducted by min-

istry of the Old Order German 

Baptist Church. 
                        

“… and a little child shall lead them.” 

The Parents 

 

 

BOWER — Dorothy Eileen, was 

born January 11, 1929, near Min-

ot, North Dakota, to Simon and 

Lucy (Wagoner) Blocher. On Au-

gust 28, 1948, she was united in 

marriage to Lester J. Bower. They 

were blessed with three sons and 

enjoyed over 69 years of marriage. 

They spent the majority of their 

November, 2017 

Obituaries 

WHY DIDS’T THOU DOUBT? 

When all the haunting shadows of the night 
Come thronging ’round me with a sudden sweep 
Whispering and echoing the fears I keep 
By faith and hope and prayer, hidden from sight; 
 
When white-doubt suggests that my delight 
Is a delusion, and my faith a leap 
Into the dark, and that the years will reap 
In pain and trouble what has seemed so right, 
  
And when the floods encompass me about, 
And the sweet vision of my Lord doth fade 
In the blind darkness, and the words He said 
Seem lost; I feel once more His hand stretched out; 
 
Once more He speaks, “Tis I, be not afraid; 
O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?” 

Lucy Guiness Kumm 



Terms 

Subscriptions should be made  

through the congregational contact or 

through The Testimony office. Subscrip-

tion price is $20.00 per year. New sub-

scriptions should be paid (prorated) 

through the remainder of the current 

year.  All renewals begin at the first of 

the calendar year. Newly married and 

those unable to pay for a subscription 

may receive a free subscription through 

the agent of their local congregation. 

Contributors 

Authors of essays, devotionals, po-

ems, etc. are asked to review the 

Statement of Purpose on the back 

page of this periodical. Articles should 

be based on Scripture. References are 

appreciated.  Shorter focused articles 

are more desirable than  articles that 

move from one topic to another. Se-

lected material will be considered. 

Original writings are preferred. It is 

recommended that writers submit 

themselves to the Spirit, which re-

veals the will of God to the Church in 

every age, according to the varied 

needs and circumstances.  

Written articles should be legible. 

Typed material is preferred and should 

be double-spaced. Electronic trans-

mission or CD will be accepted. The 

author’s name and address must be 

included on all material. An attempt 

will be made to contact the author of 

articles that are not accepted.  
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married life in Preble County, 

Ohio. 

Realizing her need of the Savior, 

she, with her husband, were bap-

tized into the Old German Baptist 

Brethren Church on June 17, 

1949, to which she remained faith-

ful. 

Mother lived a life of devotion to 

her God, love for her family, and a 

life of service to those in need. 

Mother suffered the affliction of 

dementia the last few years. On 

September 26, 2017, she peaceful-

ly passed away at a care facility 

near Brookville, Ohio, at age 88 

years, 9 months, and 15 days. 

She is survived by her husband; 

three sons, Danny (Connie), 

Duane (Rosalyn), and Larry 

(Rebecca) all of Preble County, 

Ohio; 14 grandchildren; 32 great-

grandchildren; three sisters, Etta 

Ulrey, Lydia Kinzie and Bernice 

Garber; brother-in-law Kenneth 

Fingerle; and sister-in-law Glenna 

Bower. In addition to her parents, 

she was preceded in death by a 

great-grandson, Wade Miller; five 

brothers and spouses, Delbert 

(Clara), Chester (Miriam), Isaac 

(Edna), Ora (Eileen) and Walter 

(Jerra); sister Anna Fingerle; 

brothers- and sisters-in-law, Jake 

Ulrey, Everett Kinzie, Lavern 

Garber, Gerald and Virginia Sink, 

and Isaac Bower.   

“So when this corruptible shall 

have put on incorruption, and this 

mortal shall have put on immor-

tality, then shall be brought to 

pass the saying that is written, 

Death is swallowed up in victo-

ry” (I Cor. 15:54). 

Funeral services were held Fri-

day, September 29, 2017 at Upper 

Twin Old German Baptist Breth-

ren Church. Burial was at Sugar 

Grove Cemetery, West Alexandria, 

Ohio. 

The Family 

OBITUARIES 



 

Send all communication to: 
 

The Testimony 

353 Billman Rd. 

New Paris, OH 45347-9102 

Phone: (937) 437-4685 
thetestimony@emypeople.net 
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