
“Sanctify the LORD of hosts…bind up…  

…seal the law among my disciples. And I will wait upon the LORD…”  Isaiah 8:13–17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

 

BETHLEHEM’S BABE 

I know that Christ died long ago 
Upon a cruel tree, 
That for my sin and sinful woe 
He suffered there for me; 
But oh, tonight, my Man of men 
Is a wee Babe in Bethlehem. 
 
He is not risen to heaven’s throne, 
The only deified; 
He is not reigning o’er His own, 
The greatly glorified; 
He is the One who, from above, 
Is mothered by the Virgin’s love.  
 
He is not far away from me, 
The Christ whom men adore; 
His is not in eternity, 
The King whom men implore; 
He lies within a manger rude 
And ’round Him stand the shepherds crude. 
 
O, little feeble, smiling Babe, 
To Thee I bow the knee; 
I worship where Thou has been laid 
And fondly bend o’er Thee; 
At other time, I’ll praise Thy might—  
But Thou art just my Babe tonight! 

— Henry W. Frost 

“…the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem… And they came with 

haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.”   Luke 2:15–16 
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Editorial 

THE GIFTS OF GOD 

God has created all things and 
given us all things.  He created it 
all for His glory.  It is our respon-
sibility to use these many gifts 
and blessings to glorify Him, and 
not use them to fulfill our own 
lusts.  We wish to focus on God’s 
gifts which are eternal rather than 
the natural ones which will pass 
away. 

“Every good gift and every per-
fect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, nei-
ther shadow of turning” (Jas. 
1:17).  Giving began with God.  In 
the beginning, He created the 
heavens and the earth and all that 
is in them.  Everything was good 
and perfect at that time.  When we 
were born into this world, He gave 
us life and breath and strength.  
When we are born anew into His 
kingdom, He gives us His Holy 
Spirit and eternal life. 

The phrase “gift of God” occurs 
eight times in the Bible.  Two of 
these are in the Old Testament, 
which refer to natural or material 
blessings.  “And also that every 
man should eat and drink, and 
enjoy the good of all his labour, it 
is the gift of God” (Eccl. 3:13), and 
“Every man also to whom God 
hath given riches and wealth, and 
hath given him power to eat there-
of, and to take his portion, and to 
rejoice in his labour; this is the gift 
of God” (Eccl. 5:19).  Let us not 
take any personal pride in our 
abilities, accomplishments, or pos-
sessions, but remember—they are 
all gifts of God.  The six references 
in the New Testament refer to the 
spiritual, eternal gifts of God, and 
are as follows: 

The Gift of Christ Himself 

When Jesus was speaking to the 
Samaritan woman at the well, He 
said, “If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink; thou 
wouldest have asked of him, and 
he would have given thee living 
water” (John 4:10). 

The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

“And when Simon saw that…the 
Holy Ghost was given, he offered 
them money…But Peter said unto 
him, Thy money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought that the 
gift of God may be purchased with 
money” (Acts 8:18–20). 

The Gift of Eternal Life 

“For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

The Gift of Personal Abilities.  
“For I would that all men were 
even as I myself.  But every man 
hath his proper gift of God, one 
after this manner, and another af-
ter that” (I Cor. 7:7).  Ephesians 4:7
–13 also speaks of the various per-
sonal gifts that God gave unto men. 

The Gift of Salvation through Faith 

“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of 
God” (Eph. 2:8). 

The Gift of Unfeigned Faith 

“When I call to remembrance 
the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grand-
mother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and I am persuaded that 
in thee also.  Wherefore I put thee 
in remembrance that thou stir up 

THE GIFTS OF GOD 
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the gift of God, which is in thee by 
the putting on of my hands.  For 
God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind” (II Tim. 1:5–7). 

So, what will we do with these 
valuable eternal gifts that God has 
given us?  What would your reac-
tion be if you gave your loved ones 
a valuable gift and they just laid it 
on a shelf and didn’t use it?  Or, if 
they used it to its maximum po-
tential and frequently told you 
how much they appreciated it?  
The Lord feels the same way to-
ward us if we do, or do not, accept 
and use these precious gifts that 
He offers to us.  An example of 
this is shown in the parable of the 
talents. 

The giving of gifts is a joyous 
time—for both the giver and the 
receiver.  The angels of heaven 
rejoiced at the Savior’s birth, and 
we also rejoice at the birth of the 
heaven-born King.  Many natural 
gifts are soon forgotten and the joy 

fades away, but here we are over 
two-thousand years since the gift 
of Christ and that gift is just as 
meaningful today as it was when 
He was born in Bethlehem.  May 
we be as the shepherds were in 
their day.  I am sure they were 
joyous, for they glorified and 
praised God and “made known 
abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child.” 

John 3:16 tells us that God gave 
us His Son because He loves us.  
As we share again in the giving of 
gifts this Christmas season, may 
we do it with love and joy.  And as 
we receive gifts from others, let us 
do it with joy and thanksgiving.  
Most of all, let us make sure we 
accept and fully embrace the eter-
nal gifts that God has given us.  
We need to covet earnestly these 
best gifts. 

“Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift” (II Cor. 9:15). 

 
Darryl Filbrun 

PEACE ON EARTH, 

GOOD WILL TO MEN 

In 1861 Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow, a favorite among 

American poets, had the peace of 

his life shattered when his be-

loved wife suddenly died a tragic 

death. Her clothing caught fire, 

and in spite of Longfellow’s fran-

tic attempts to extinguish the 

flames, the love of his life died the 

following day. His own burns 

were so severe he could not at-

tend the funeral. Christmas Days 

1861 and 1862 were extremely 

saddening to Longfellow. In 1863, 

against his father’s wishes, Long-

fellow’s eldest son had joined the 

Union Army. The son was soon 

injured in battle and was sent 

home to Massachusetts where 

Longfellow attempted to nurse 

him through a long recovery. In 

Christmas Day 1863, as he sat 

despondent, he heard church bells 

peeling. Longfellow sat at his 

desk and penned the lines of a 

poem “Christmas Bells.” Of the 

seven original verses the follow-

ing are the most familiar. 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day  

 Their old, familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet  

 The words repeat  

Of peace on earth, good will to men!  
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  And in despair I bowed my head;  

    “There is no peace on earth,” I said;  

 “For hate is strong,  

  And mocks the song  

Of peace on earth, good will to men!”  

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  

 “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

   The Wrong shall fail,  

   The Right prevail,  

With peace on earth, good will to 

men.”  

Celebration of the Christmas 

Season is supposed to be a joyous 

time. The music is spirited. Smiles 

light up the faces of all about. Car-

ols are joyful. Families get togeth-

er. Gifts exchanged. Children glow 

with anticipation. Love prevails 

and peace abounds. But to the 

widowed Longfellow raising a fam-

ily of four plus the care of an inva-

lid son Christmas didn’t hold the 

joy and the hope enjoyed by those 

about him. The nation was in the 

depths of a Civil War. Young men 

were dying. The political and eco-

nomic circumstances of the nation 

were uncertain. In 1863 Longfel-

low saw little to lift his spirits 

from their depths. His head was 

bowed in despair as he saw no rea-

sonable promise of peace. 

If there is any reader today feel-

ing even a part of the hopeless-

ness which Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow felt that Christmas 

Season, take courage. There is 

hope. “God is not dead, nor doth 

He sleep.” And there is still peace 

on earth and in the hearts of men 

and women of good will. 

At the time of the death of our 

Lord nearly two thousand years 

ago there were also those whose 

peace was greatly disturbed. 

Think of Peter. He denied his Lord 

three times. Think of the other 

eleven. One among the twelve had 

even taken his own life. All had 

vowed to be faithful to their Mas-

ter. But all had forsaken Him. 

The Lord had spoken strange 

things in the weeks before His 

death. He was going away. He said 

He would return. He had eaten 

supper with them. Not only that 

but He had washed their feet as a 

slave would. As a servant He had 

served the meal dipping the sop to 

them, breaking bread to them and 

offering wine to them. Then He 

had prayed at length to the Father 

on the way to Olivet, for them per-

sonally and for all who would fol-

low. Finally, He had suffered in 

the garden. From there all was a 

blur. The trial before the Sanhed-

rin and before Pilate. The merci-

less beatings. Then the cruel 

death as a common criminal, 

nailed to a cross. The hasty en-

tombment. What did it all mean? 

Then some of the women went to 

the garden early on First-Day to 

care for the body. But it was gone! 

Gone! Some had said it was stolen 

away. Some even said they had 

seen Him alive. 

Without a birth there would 

have been no death—no resurrec-

tion, no redemption, no salvation. 

PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TO MEN 
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Longfellow wrote, “The Wrong 

shall fail, The Right prevail, with 

peace on earth, good will to men.” 

That’s what the Angels had pro-

claimed on the hills outside of 

Bethlehem. 

Marcus Miller 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS IN YOUR BAG? 

I read about a strange manger 

scene, with a man bowed low, 

dragging a big heavy sack, ap-

proaching the scene. Now, we say, 

“He doesn’t belong there at all!” 

But the more I thought about it, 

the more I wondered if a lesson 

could be drawn from it.  

Maybe we bring bags too, to the 

manger. Maybe our bags have sor-

row and discouragement. “For all 

have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  

There in the manger is ONE 

who said, “Come unto me, all ye 

that labour and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest” (Matt. 

11:28).  

Have you lost a loved one? Let 

us read about some day when all 

of the graves will be opened (I Cor. 

15:51–57).  

Maybe there is an illness you or 

someone else has (Matt. 4:23–24). 

Perhaps God has not allowed you or 

your loved one to be healed. Then 

let us read II Corinthians 12:8–10.  

Have you had a loved one leave 

the faith? Or a burden we have not 

mentioned that is dragging you 

down? Find comfort in Psalm 

34:18 and II Corinthians 8:9. 

Are you in danger? Or is some-

one else in danger? Read about 

God’s protection in Psalm 91 and 

Psalm 121. 

Maybe you just feel discouraged. 

Read Isaiah 40! Perhaps you seem 

to have lots of worries. Read Mat-

thew 6:19–34. Maybe you are like 

me, and sometimes cannot sleep! 

Read Psalm 4:4–8.  

Do you need some encourage-

ment? Read about Jesus and how 

much He loves you! (John 3:16 and 

I John 3:16) 

Are you growing older? Read 

Psalm 71.  

All of us have the burden of sin. 

Sin is a great burden that all man-

kind carries. We must come, be-

lieve, be baptized, and be born 

again (John 3:3). 

All of us have needs, and all of 

us bring burdens. And as we ask 

God for help, we ask in Jesus 

Name. We need our Mediator (I 

Tim. 2:5). As we come to God in 

prayer, we must come with rever-

ence, and awe, and respect.  

In Brazil, in a large town, we 

remember a lady who was called 

the “bag lady” because she carried 

a bag, and made her needs known 

loudly to others.  

But we must come humbly 

(Micah 6:8). We pray humbly be-

December, 2017 
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cause we are remembering that 

He is God! Read Matthew 6:5–18.  

Let us come often, as Daniel did 

(Dan. 6:10 and 9:4). Let us not ask 

anything amiss (Jas. 5:3). 

Often the hymns that we sing 

express clearly what is on our 

hearts:  

A very special hymn (#101) 

speaks of how we should approach 

unto our God:  

In weakness, Lord, we come, 

To have our strength renewed; 

That we may do our Master’s will 

With heart and will subdued. 

 

Help us to ask of Thee— 

Thy faithfulness to prove; 

To ask in faith, and to receive 

The tokens of Thy love. 

 

Show us our helplessness— 

Our constant need of grace; 

Until in triumph we complete 

Our glorious Christian race.  

 

Oh, make it our delight 

To wait on Thee in pray’r, 

And thus communing, Lord, with Thee,  

Our souls for heaven prepare. 

 

Help us to watch and pray, 

And ever strive to be 

From the enslaving power of sin, 

Now and forever free. 

 

And another hymn speaks our 

praise at this season: 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 

triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethle-

hem; 

Come and behold Him, born the 

King of angels, 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, 

let us adore Him, O come, let us 

adore Him, Christ, the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exul-

tation, 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven 

above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the High-

est. 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, 

let us adore Him, O come, let us 

adore Him, Christ, the Lord. 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this 

happy morning,  

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh 

appearing. 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, 

let us adore Him, O come, let us 

adore Him, Christ, the Lord.  

 

Back at the manger scene again, 

we realize that Jesus gave us 

much more than we can repay! 

But we do have each day to give 

Him thanks. He enjoys our pray-

ers, and He desires a dedicated 

life. This is a gift that we can give. 

And His promise is: “I will give 

thee rest.” 

Vicki Witmer 
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A LOOK AT THE MEANING 

OF THE HEAD COVERING 

I Corinthians 11 contains in-

struction that men uncover their 

heads and women cover theirs in 

certain circumstances. This teach-

ing has either been ignored or ex-

plained away by many Christians 

today. Churches that maintain 

this teaching are largely churches 

that believe obedience to Jesus is 

extremely important in the Chris-

tian walk. That is not to say that 

all such churches are doing well at 

demonstrating obedience, but they 

hold it as a cardinal teaching. 

The apostle Paul explains how 

both men and women should prac-

tice this, but he gives more infor-

mation regarding women wearing 

a veiling than men not wearing 

one, and it would seem likely that 

his concern behind the writing is 

to reinforce something the women 

were challenging or in danger of 

losing. 

What is the basis for this tradi-

tion? If we are to have a proper 

understanding of the teaching 

about the women’s veiling, a look 

at history is necessary. Women 

from various cultures around the 

world have veiled their heads 

since long before the Christian 

Era. Jewish women did this. Hin-

du women did so. The pagan Ara-

bians did so, as well as many other 

cultures. In fact, pretty much any 

culture that has had conservative 

expectations of modesty for women 

has veiled their women.  

While modesty is not an entirely 
fixed concept, it should be clear to 
us that traditional Hindu or Mus-
lim women, for example, dressed 
quite modestly compared to abo-
riginal or Polynesian women, and 
that a veil was part of that modest 

attire. 
I find it curious then that in An-

abaptist circles, the meaning of 
the women’s head veiling is often 
discussed with no reference to the 
modesty it was intended to pro-
mote, even before the Christian 
Era. Rather, it is usually given the 
meaning of symbolizing headship. 
Even our terminology reflects this. 
I have often seen or read refer-
ences to “the women’s headship 
covering.” This implies that the 
purpose of the veiling is merely to 
symbolize headship. In a way, I 
don’t blame those who use this 
term. A surface reading of I Corin-
thians 11 could seem to show that 
demonstrating headship is the 

only purpose of the veiling. But 
Paul speaks of women covering 
their head, and I am afraid that 
some of those who talk about the 
headship covering do so because 
what their women wear, perched 
on the back of their head, does not 
in any sense really cover the head. 

Modern Christians have chal-
lenged the veiling in three ways. 
Firstly, that Paul’s instruction 
reflects a cultural situation. A lit-
tle digging into history easily falsi-
fies this idea. The Corinthian soci-
ety appears to have had a mixture 
of traditional women who would 
have worn a veiling and “modern” 
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women who would not have. It 
was no longer culturally under-
stood in Corinth in Paul’s day that 
a woman should wear a veil. Fur-
thermore, Paul does not appeal to 
culture in his argument, but to 
timeless truths. Secondly, it is 
sometimes alleged that the wom-
an’s hair is her covering. Logical 

analysis of the passage renders 
this impossible. Thirdly, it is 
sometimes said that every Scrip-
tural teaching is confirmed by 
“two or three witnesses,” and that 
one passage is not enough to es-
tablish a doctrine. While this is an 
argument from desperation, with 
no Biblical merit, it is worth dis-
cussing why the teaching of the 

veiling only appears once in the 
Bible. 

Generally speaking, the New 
Testament Epistles address situa-
tions, problems, or challenges that 
the churches or individuals were 
facing. The fact that the veiling 
issue is addressed only once is tes-
timony to how universally accept-
ed and uncontroversial it was. In 
fact, Paul himself states this in 

I Corinthians 11:16 where he says, 
“if any man seem to be conten-
tious, we have no such custom, 
neither the churches of God.”1 

It seems likely, that when Paul 

wrote the first letter to the Corin-

thians, the practice of women veil-

ing their heads in worship was 

being challenged. On what 

grounds we do not know. However, 

the Christian church was the first 

culture to make women spiritually 

equal (though different in role) 

with men. Perhaps some were be-

ginning to say, “If in Christ there 

is truly neither male nor female, 

then why do women need to wear 

this veil on their heads if men do 

not?” This or similar considera-

tions are a logical deduction in 

light of the fact that Paul’s argu-

ment for the head covering majors 

in the explanation of how men and 

women are different. 

It should not be thought that 

Paul is giving every argument in 

his arsenal for the head covering 

in I Corinthians 11. Paul had re-

cently spent 18 months in Corinth, 

A LOOK AT THE MEANING OF THE HEAD COVERING 

1 From Barnes notes on the Bible: 
But if any man seem to be contentious—The sense of this passage is probably this: “If 

any man, any teacher, or others, “is disposed” to be strenuous about this, or to make it a 
matter of difficulty; if he is disposed to call in question my reasoning, and to dispute my 
premises and the considerations which I have advanced, and to maintain still that it is 
proper for women to appear unveiled in public, I would add that in Judea we have no such 
custom, neither does it prevail among any of the churches. This, therefore, would be a 
sufficient reason why it should not be done in Corinth, even if the abstract reasoning 
should not convince them of the impropriety. It would be singular; would be contrary to 
the usual custom; would offend the prejudices of many and should, therefore, be avoided.” 

We have no such custom—We the apostles in the churches which we have elsewhere 
founded; or we have no such custom in Judea. The sense is, that it is contrary to custom 
there for women to appear in public unveiled. This custom, the apostle argues, ought to be 
allowed to have some influence on the church of Corinth, even though they should not be 
convinced by his reasoning. 

Neither the churches of God—The churches elsewhere. It is customary there for the 
woman to appear veiled. If at Corinth this custom is not observed, it will be a departure 
from what has elsewhere been regarded as proper; and will offend these churches. Even, 
therefore, if the reasoning is not sufficient to silence all cavils and doubts, yet the proprie-
ty of uniformity in the habits of the churches, the fear of giving offence should lead you to 
discountenance and disapprove the custom of your females appearing in public without 
their veil. 
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and he had obviously taught them 

about the head veiling as part of 

his comprehensive teaching about 

the Christian life. Probably, he 

was correcting the specific errors 

that were being promoted. 

I believe the meaning of the 

veiling primarily stems from the 

subject of modesty. In Isaiah 47:1–

3, for example, part of the shame 

of being exposed is having the veil 

removed. If in the Old Testament, 

women wear a veil to be modest, it 

would seem strange if suddenly in 

the New Testament, modesty is no 

longer a consideration, and in-

stead the veil is now only to make 

a statement about headship.  

While Paul says 

nothing directly 

about modesty in 

I Corinthians 

11, I believe if 

we look at the 

meaning be-

hind his logic, 

it stems from 

modesty. For the 

veiling to portray 

headship is not simply an 

arbitrary association. If it were, 

we might pick any item and say, 

“This represents headship.” Per-

haps we could agree that women 

should wear a wrist band to re-

mind them of headship. Whenever 

we looked at the wristband (or 

whatever else we chose), we would 

remember the truths about head-

ship. But this is not the case, be-

cause the veiling on the head is 

not an arbitrary way to remind us 

of women’s role in relation to 

men’s.  

When a man stands before God 

in a religious expression, there is a 

sense in which he is representing 

God. Paul says, “He is the image 

and glory of God.” Our purpose as 

humans is to give pleasure to God 

and to display His glory. We do not 

want to cover up God’s glory, but 

rather expose it. Even so, a man 

involved in a religious expression 

should keep his head uncovered, 

thus revealing symbolically the 

image and glory of God. In I Corin-

thians 11:4, Paul says a man ought 

not to pray or prophesy with his 

head covered. Jump to verse 7, and 

he says, “For a man indeed ought 

not to cover his head.” We could 

infer that he is correct-

ing some who might 

think a man 

should cover his 

head in prayer 

or prophecy as 

a sign of hu-

mility or a reli-

gious way to ap-

proach God. In 

some religions, the 

head is purposefully covered 

during religious acts. Paul is not 

necessarily saying a man should 

never cover his head, e.g. to avoid 

frostbite or sunburn. 

The case of a woman praying is 

different, however, because wom-

en were created for a slightly dif-

ferent role and purpose. While a 

man is said to be the image and 

glory of God, the woman is the glo-

ry of man. (This is not to say that 

women are not made in God’s im-

age. Rather, they are in God’s im-

age but are man’s glory.) While 
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this may not be intuitive, a little 

thinking will help establish it.  

We like to display things we are 

proud of, or that are beautiful. The 

woman was made to complement 

man, and to man, she is the height 

of beauty. There are two senses in 

which woman is the glory of man. 

The first is that she simply dis-

plays the glory (beauty) of man-

kind. The second is more personal. 

If a man has a lovely wife, even in 

a carnal sense, he will receive at-

tention or honor because of it. 

So why does Paul say that the 

woman should cover her head? 

Well, it is because mankind’s goal 

is to give God glory. Man therefore 

should cover rather than display 

his own glory, so as not to distract 

from God’s glory. When we come 

to worship God, we do not want to 

have things that distract us from 

worship. And men find immodest 

women very distracting. Not only 

does modesty mean covering the 

form, but long, flowing hair on a 

woman is also distracting, atten-

tion getting, and therefore immod-

est. While many have denied that 

this it is a reality, the reason for 

the denial is that in our culture, 

immodesty of body parts that are 

more attention-getting is so ram-

pant that we barely notice lesser 

forms of immodesty. However, 

fashion designers and sex sellers 

are well aware of this, and when 

they portray women in attempt to 

get men’s attention, they usually 

picture them with long, flowing 

hair. 

While the context of the head 

covering discussion in I Corinthi-

ans 11 is not specifically public 

worship (rather than private pray-

er or prophecy), it would apply 

there as well. The case has been 

made that “prayer and prophecy,” 

which even in Greek is an allitera-

tive phrase, is a poetic device 

(merism) that is intended to repre-

sent all of an individual’s spiritual 

life. (See Finny Kuruvilla, King 

Jesus Claims His Church, 

“Headcovering,” pp. 194–195). So a 

woman’s head is to be covered in 

spiritual activities.  

When a woman approaches God, 

she wants to cover up her glory, 

because she is there to give God 

glory. The veiling on her head por-

trays that this is her desire. It por-

trays that this is her desire be-

cause it portrays that she wants to 

be modest. Her acceptance of her 

role honors God, and ideally 

demonstrates her holiness and 

obedience, which in turn gives her 

spiritual authority. 

The woman was designed as a 

helper to the man. A woman who 

wants to fulfill this role will want 

to be modest. This is because men 

struggle with visual lust, and a 

woman who wants to help men 

minimize this problem will try to 

be modest. In Genesis 3 the strug-

gle of the sexes began and today, 

many men and women are locked 

in striving for mastery over each 

other. Women who use their God-

given beauty as a snare for men 

are not helping them, as they were 

intended, but rather hindering. 

(By the way, men should be mod-

est too, but the specifics of that are 

not the subject of this writing.) 

A LOOK AT THE MEANING OF THE HEAD COVERING 
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A woman who is in submission 

to God’s order, which includes veil-

ing the head, will have spiritual 

authority that a woman who is out 

of God’s order will not have. Paul 

says, “For this cause a woman 

ought to have power on her head, 

because of the angels.” While the 

meaning of this is very debated, I 

believe it is clear that the godly 

woman whose head is covered 

sends a message to both the physi-

cal and the spiritual world that 

results in spiritual protection and 

authority in her life that she would 

not otherwise have. (Read Demons 

in the Church, Ellis Skolfield.) 

So, in summary:  

Women around the world have 

covered their heads as long as we 

have record. This likely was 

passed down as part of modest 

dress since at least the time of No-

ah, and certainly since the time of 

Abraham.  

Paul supported this practice of 

women veiling, as did all the 

churches of God, and he appears to 

have straightened out misconcep-

tions in the Corinthian church that 

the woman should remove the veil-

ing for prayer and prophecy. To do 

so, he appealed to nature, head-

ship, and covering God’s glory.  

The covering on the woman’s 

head is a result of these three 

things (nature, headship, and cov-

ering God’s glory), and these de-

rive their meaning from the ne-

cessity of modesty. Nature shows 

us that a woman should be mod-

est. A woman’s modesty acknowl-

edges that the woman is the help-

er of her head, the man, and a 

woman who is modest is choosing 

to hide her glory so that she 

might rather promote God’s glory. 

Therefore the veiling on the mod-

est woman’s head shows that she 

is in harmony with nature and 

God’s order. 

A modest woman shows that 

she wants to be man’s helper, and 

a woman who chooses to be im-

modest shows that she is interest-

ed in men’s attention, even if she 

causes them to stumble. Logically 

therefore, a head covering that 

does not do a good job of enhanc-

ing modesty does not do a good job 

of representing the headship prin-

ciple. 

May God bless all you sisters 

who are faithfully following Him 

and showing an example to the 

world of the beauty of Godliness. 

Philip Hess 

 

 

 

 

TOTALITY 

This particular word, “totality,” 

is somewhat new to me. I don’t 

think I’ve ever known it or used it, 

until the total solar eclipse of Au-

gust 21, 2017. From Oregon to 

South Carolina was the path of 

totality. We heard that you need 

to be in the path of totality!  If 

you’re outside it, it’s not enough! 

Do you think you were close 

enough to the path? We were ap-

proximately 800 miles from the 

path, standing in the shadow, 

looking up, and to me it was total-



13 

ly phenomenal! An outward sign of 

the working of God! It was ex-

pressed that if you’re not in the 

path, go and get there to view To-

tality! Close is not close enough! 

To see the eclipse in all its glory, 

you simply must get to the path! 

All of this is good and well.  

Psalm 16:11 says, “Thou wilt 

shew me the path of life: in thy 

presence is fullness of joy; at thy 

right hand there are pleasures 

forevermore.” If you’re outside the 

path, it is interesting but forgetta-

ble. An eclipse of totality has real 

darkness of the skies, noticeable 

temperature drop, planets and 

stars suddenly appearing, dancing 

of beads around the edge of the 

moon’s disc, and much, much 

more! So were you on the path, or 

outside the path of totality? It is so 

much better to be on the path of 

totality! 

The Word of God (The Bible) is 

totality! This is the path to be on. 

Being close, the path is not 

enough. You have to read it and 

put it into practice, of what it says 

to understand its totality. “In the 

beginning God created the heaven 

and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). “And 

God said, Let there be lights in the 

firmament of the heaven to divide 

the day from the night…” (Gen. 

1:14). “And God made two great 

lights; the greater light [(the sun] 

to rule the day, and the lesser light 

[the moon] to rule the night; he 

made the stars also” (Gen. 1:16). 

On August 31, 2017, being in 

the path at the right time and cor-

rect location, you could see the 

lesser light completely block out 

the greater light. Totality—the 

precise working of our Lord God 

Almighty! “Thou art worthy, O 

Lord, to receive glory and honor 

and power: for thou hast created 

all things, and for thy pleasure 

they are and were created” (Rev. 

4:11).  “I am Alpha and Omega, 

the beginning and the end, the 

first and the last” (Rev. 22:13). 

Sing along with me the books of 

the Bible that my godly parents 

suggested I learn to sing in grade 

school years. I am so grateful that 

I learned it.   

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 

Judges, Ruth, First and Second 

Samuel. First Kings, Second 

Kings, First and Second Chroni-

cles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, 

Psalms and Proverbs. Ecclesiastes, 

Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremi-

ah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 

Hosea, Joel. Amos, Obadiah, Jo-

nah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 

Malachi.  

These are the books of the Old 

Testament.  

Now here are the books of the 

New Testament. Sing along… 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, the 

Acts and the Epistle to the Ro-

mans, First and Second Corinthi-

ans, Galatians and Ephesians. 

Philippians, Colossians, First and 

Second Thessalonians, First and 

Second Timothy, Titus and Phile-

mon. Hebrews, James, First and 

Second Peter, First, Second, Third 

John, Jude and Revelation. 

We have now been through the 

complete Books of the Bible. Read 

TOTALITY 
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it! The more we read it, the more 

we understand it. The more we 

understand it, the more we want 

to abide by it. The Bible is not a 

guide to take part in the pleas-

ures and the fashions of this 

world. We live in this world, but 

it is not our home. Do you have a 

desire to play and dress and act 

and be like this world? Go ahead. 

It’s your choice. But remember, 

life here on earth is very, very 

short! The world which we live in 

will soon pass away. The Bible 

tells us so.  

Look around. What do you see? 

The Bible, Genesis through Reve-

lation, is the Word from our ever-

lasting, everywhere present God 

of Creation! So let’s take heed to 

it! Get thee to the path! This is 

total Totality! (Rev. 22:21) 

May the grace of our Lord Je-

sus Christ be with us all, as we 

strive for total Totality! Amen. 

L. D. Flory 

 

 

 

 

SIREN SONG OR 

SWEETER SONG? 
Frank Reed 

Mythology tells stories of long-

ago people and happenings. 

Myths to be sure, but most myths 

and legends have some sort of 

lesson or basis in truth for us to 

learn.  

Once along the rocky shores of 

a sea lived creatures called Si-

rens, who appeared as beautiful 

women with beautiful voices. 

Their shores were littered with 

shipwrecks. Sailors who heard 

them disregarded their better 

senses and were lured by the Si-

ren’s beauty and voice; they knew 

the dangers but were unable to 

withstand the Siren’s lure and so 

they steered their ships into the 

deadly rocks.  But the sirens had 

no interest in the sailors. Their 

only interest was destruction. 

They used their charms to de-

stroy. 

Ulysses and his ship were 

about to pass that way. Knowing 

the inability to resist temptation 

he crafted a plan. They would 

avoid temptation. He command-

ed: “Every man place beeswax in 

his ears and then tie me to the 

mast of the ship.”  As they 

passed, the men could not hear 

the Sirens. They rowed on to safe-

ty. Ulysses, on the other hand, 

did not have wax in his ears. He 

bellowed for the men to stop, but 

they could not hear him. He was 

overcome by the beautiful music 

even though he knew it would 

destroy him. He was saved by the 

ropes and the mast and by the 

wax in the ears of the sailors.  

Later, another ship came along. 

Orpheus and his crew also knew 

of the Sirens and their dangerous-

ly beautiful songs. Some of the 

sailors greatly anticipated the 

Sirens and were eager for their 

music. Knowing the dangers, they 

pressed ahead. As they ap-

proached the Sirens, Orpheus be-

gan playing a musical instrument 

he had brought along.  He played 

so beautifully and so masterfully 
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that the crewmen were transfixed 

with his music. The men rowed. So 

intent were they on the music of 

Orpheus, that they scarcely no-

ticed the Sirens on the shore. The 

men were not even tempted. 

Both crews escaped death on 

the rocks of the Sirens. The first 

crew escaped by ropes and re-

strictions. The second escaped by 

hearing a sweeter song.  Only pas-

sion will cure passion. Temptation 

is everywhere. Ropes and re-

strictions are not. Only a sweeter 

song that can be taken along in 

your heart can deliver in all cases 

and situations. 

The world has a song. God has a 

song. Which will it be? How will 

you decide? When you hear the 

world’s song, what will you do? It is 

alluring. It sounds beautiful. Will 

its beauty capture you and dash 

you on the rocks? It has no care for 

you. It only plots your destruction. 

It will destroy you. Its beauty is the 

lure for its deadly game.   

Will you risk indulging its siren 

call as you go along, simply bind-

ing yourself so that you cannot get 

to it, hoping that your knots are 

tight and that others will keep you 

from stumbling?  Or, have you 

found a sweeter song?  A song so 

masterfully and beautifully played 

by the Master of your ship that you 

are drawn away from the edge and 

lost in His beau-

ty? Which ship 

are you on? Who 

is your master?  

What are you 

listening to? 

I commend to 

you the “Master 

of assemblies!” 

The Owner and 

The Creator of 

all. The One for 

whom the angels 

sang. The One 

who calmed the 

raging sea. The 

One who can 

calm the raging 

in your heart. 

The One who 

will fill your heart with a song so 

sweet that the Sirens will be a dis-

tant noise. He is the song and He 

is the life. Make sure that He is 

the Captain of your ship today. 

Selected by, 

Christian Filbrun 

 

 

SIREN SONG OR SWEETER SONG? 
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PSALM 23 

The Lord is my Shepherd. 
That’s Relationship! 

I shall not want. 
That’s Supply! 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. 
That’s Rest! 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
That’s Refreshment! 

He restoreth my soul. 
That’s Healing! 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
That’s Guidance! 

For His name’s sake 
That’s Purpose! 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
That Testing! 

I will fear no evil 
That’s Protection! 

For thou art with me 
That’s Faithfulness! 

Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me 
That’s Discipline! 

Thou prepares a table before me in the presence of mine enemies 
That’s Hope! 

Thou anointest my head with oil 
That’s Consecration! 

My cup runneth over 
That’s Abundance! 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 
That’s Blessing! 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
That’s Security! 

Forever. 
That’s Eternity! 

Author Unknown 

The Lord loves you! 
What is most valuable is not what we have in our lives,  

but WHO we have in our lives.  

Selected by, 
Roger Kuntz 

 
 

December, 2017 
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SEEKING TO WALK CLOSER 

TO JESUS CHRIST BY 

SHARING HIS TRUTHS 

Our culture is changing. For 

such a time as this we were born 

to shine for our SAVIOUR (Est. 

4:14). The cultures of today have 

competing voices. We need to only 

hear the voice of GOD (I Cor. 

14:10; Ps. 95:7–8; John 10:4; Rev. 

3:20). Every single word of the 

Scriptures is valuable. Perhaps we 

should ask ourselves questions. 

Are we searching the Scriptures 

like the Berean brethren did 

many years ago? (Acts 17:10–14) 

Are we personally living devoutly 

in our walk as Christians as GOD 

has directed? How much time are 

we spending in prayer seeking 

JESUS? 

We pause again and reflect 

where we are in our Christian 

faith journey as we profess Chris-

tianity. Also, it makes us realize 

how blessed we are to have had 

Christian homes since our child-

hood. And even if we have not had 

a Christian heritage as a child 

and do now, Wow! How exciting 

this is too! GOD has called us 

ALL who have CHRIST as our 

SAVIOUR to share HIS eternal 

life to all. What opportunities of 

joy to ALL in every place. (John 

3:16; II Cor. 6:1–2; Heb. 2:1–4;  

II Thess. 2:13; Rom. 1:16–17; Acts 

4:12) 

A friend shared a book with us 

enti t led  “Seeking Al lah —

FINDING JESUS” by Nabeel 

Quresh. Are we sharing JESUS 

with those we work with, live with 

or near, go to school with, meet as 

we travel, shop, or wherever we 

go? We just want to learn to share 

the Scriptures as the HOLY SPIR-

IT allows. Choose goals when 

sharing the faith: of calmness to 

our voice and our words, also be-

ing mindful of our body language. 

“But sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts: and be ready always to 

give an answer to every man that 

asketh you a reason of the hope 

that is in you with meekness and 

fear” (I Pet. 3:15).  

In the book mentioned above, 

Nabeel while seeking Allah found 

JESUS, but not at first. He shared 

the frustrations of being from a 

different culture, and of encoun-

tering challenges to his own cul-

ture as well as to the American 

culture. He found so many shades 

of grey. He saw the impending 

pain he would endure if he accept-

ed CHRIST as his SAVIOUR. He 

prayed for wisdom from GOD. He 

had enjoyed a loving Muslim 

home with wonderful parents and 

teachings of respect, honor and 

obedience. And Nabeel chose the 

peace of GOD through JESUS 

CHRIST as his LORD. He is so 

eager now to share the one True 

GOD. He shares from Matthew 

10:32–33: “Whosoever therefore 

shall confess me before men, him 

will I confess also before my Fa-

ther which is in heaven. But who-

soever shall deny me before men, 

him will I also deny before my Fa-

ther which is in heaven.” We have 

to give up our lives in order to re-

ceive HIS life. 

SEEKING TO WALK CLOSER…BY SHARING HIS TRUTHS 
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How do we defend our Faith 

when called upon in these cultural 

moments? How do we share our 

faith? Prayer is the way to start. 

We must allow GOD to guide us; 

then we share what is important 

to us: JESUS CHRIST. This can 

be in a time of normal conversa-

tion. There is a doctor we see that 

is Muslim. One of us has been able 

to develop sharing CHRIST at 

times when he shares his Muslim 

heritage. He shares on his comput-

er, he allows sharing of our Chris-

tian heritage by accepting litera-

ture about JESUS, a New Testa-

ment, and the sharing verbally 

that the Bible teaches that GOD 

says the only way to heaven is 

through JESUS CHRIST. GOD 

opened the door. 

Also, on an airplane one can 

share JESUS. Pray for GOD to 

show you someone to share with. 

One time one of us was chaper-

oning a group of Junior High 

students that went to help the 

Mexican migrant workers. On 

our trip home from Sarasota, 

Florida, GOD sat me with some-

one not on our team. At first I 

did not like this, but GOD began 

to show me, He wanted to care 

for a young man’s heart who had 

a Dad dying from cancer. I had 

taken a Bible to give away on 

the trip that one of our sons had 

taken to college to give away as 

the HOLY SPIRIT guided and 

the HOLY SPIRIT was nudging 

me to give it to this young man. 

I asked if he would want a Bible 

and he said “yes.” He then said 

something unexpected. He asked 

me to open the Bible and he said 

wherever that Bible opens it will 

speak to me. My heart did a flip. 

GOD was strengthening my 

faith too. I opened up the Bible 

to Ecclesiastes 12. He said, “I 

want to choose the verse.” He 

said, “Verse 1.”  “Remember now 

thy Creator in the days of thy 

youth, while the evil days come 

not, nor the years draw nigh, 

when thou shalt say, I have no 

pleasure in them.” Midnight 

John, a Rock star by his sharing 

with me earlier, stopped, looked 

at me, said, “No, No, read the 

last verse.” So I read the last 

two verses, I think. “Let us hear 

the conclusion of the whole mat-

ter: Fear God, and keep his com-

mandments: for this is the whole 

duty of man. For God shall bring 

every work into judgment, with 

every secret thing, whether it be 

good, or whether it be evil.” 

Wow! GOD is powerful and lov-

ing! We all are accountable to 

GOD. His eyes got so wide. He 

took the Bible, closed his eyes 

and held it his chest. Still a very 

precious moment! 

December, 2017 

Let us pray for God to 

equip us to share JESUS 

CHRIST to all in our 

sphere of influence.  

First, we need to role 

model CHRIST in our-

selves in our…walk  
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“Thy name, O LORD, endureth 

forever; and thy memorial, O 

LORD, throughout all genera-

tions” (Ps. 135:13). 

We too are learning ways to 

share JESUS. Some will share 

Scriptures from Romans called the 

Romans Road. “For all have 

sinned, and come short of the glo-

ry of God” (Rom. 3:23). 

“For the wages of sin is death; 

but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our 

Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “But God com-

mendeth his love toward us, in 

that, while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Romans 10:9, 10 reads, “That if 

thou shalt confess with thy mouth 

the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 

in thy heart that God hath raised 

him from the dead, thou shalt be 

saved. For with the heart man be-

lieveth unto righteousness; and 

with the mouth confession is made 

unto salvation.” We also have had 

interest in learning the Ten Com-

mandments approach. Whether 

our approaches are Conversation, 

Romans Road, the Ten Command-

ments, or other ways GOD will 

guide us. Also there can be obsta-

cles, or if not sure how, or if not 

sure if they will listen, or not sure 

what to say, or afraid to fail. “And 

I was with you in weakness…” (I 

Cor. 2:3), and “My grace is suffi-

cient for thee, for my strength is 

made perfect in weakness. Most 

gladly therefore will I rather glory 

in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me” (II Cor. 

12:9). And, “Not by might, nor by 

power, but by my spirit, saith the 

LORD of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). 

We can ask questions of others. 

Who is JESUS to you? Do you 

think there is a heaven and hell?  

If you died right now where would 

you go? If what you believe is not 

true would you want to know?  

May we serve one another, pray 

for GOD’s Wisdom, be available 

when GOD guides us to those plac-

es and people, search the Scrip-

tures for HIS Wisdom, be a friend, 

and be seed planters for CHRIST. 

Leading someone to CHRIST is 

joy, but trusting GOD for the out-

come in HIS time is the goal. 

CHRIST receives the glory always 

in all situations. The HOLY SPIR-

IT will do HIS work! We are still 

awkward and spiritually chal-

lenged to tools in sharing with oth-

ers. We also need reminding to 

share the only way to Heaven: JE-

SUS CHRIST. We too miss oppor-

tunities and ask GOD for help and 

courage. 

Spiritually dead people are all 

around us. Let us pray for GOD to 

equip us to share JESUS CHRIST 

to all in our sphere of influence. 

First we need to role model 

CHRIST in ourselves in our every-

day walk and we need to be a will-

ing servant and to not be silent, 

but to always trust GOD for the 

results! 

Ronald and Caroline Holsinger  

 

 

SEEKING TO WALK CLOSER…BY SHARING HIS TRUTHS 
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EXCEPT WE BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN 

EXCEPT WE BECOME AS LITTLE CHILDREN, WE WILL NOT EX-
PERIENCE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: 
When you become tired, crawl into your Father’s arms for rest. 
When you become discouraged, crawl into your Father’s arms for com-
fort. 
When you become afraid, crawl into your Father’s arms for protection. 
When you have feelings of being unloved, crawl into your Father’s 
arms to experience His love. 
When you become overwhelmed, crawl into your Father’s arms to expe-
rience peace. 
When you become sad, crawl into your Father’s arms to experience joy. 
When you become lonely, crawl into your Father’s arms to relish the 
embrace of your best friend. 
When you sin, crawl into your Father’s arms for forgiveness. 
When you feel that you are a stranger in a foreign land, crawl into your 
Father’s arms and experience Home.  

We are not in control most of the time.       J.D. Balsbaugh 

We are not God. Seek God’s will today.        

Seek what He may be wanting you to do.      
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DEARLY BELOVED 

Dearly Beloved, Greetings this 
beautiful day. Here I am at a place 

new to me. I have never expected to 

be living at an Assisted Living 

Home. After falling quite often it was 
decided that I should come here.  

I have decided (after  wondering 

why the Lord placed me in this place) 

that He had planned it all along.  

I now know what it is like to live 
in with a group of old women. Yes, 

most of them are old, and each one 

with ideas of their own. I have been 

used to associating with Christian 
loved ones. They have all been very 

friendly and nice to me. As I am the 

only one of my denomination here, I 

have to answer a lot of questions. I 
hope I have answered them the right 

way. Pray for me that I will answer 

the right way!  

Some think nothing of saying 

wrong words. It does not take long to 
know if you are a Christian or not. I 

prayed that I would get to have a 

friend or more to talk to. I think each 

one of us like to have someone we 

can confide in.  
One thing I have noticed is that 

some are quick to complain about a 
lot of things. I was taught not to com-
plain unless it was necessary. So it 
was hard for me to get used to some 
of that. The nurses are so helpful and 
friendly, and the kitchen help too! 
They work very hard to help all of us! 

There are several who are willing 
to take the time to come and sing 
and talk. I never realized how won-
derful it is to hear them. It helps to 
pass the time. My heart was so very 
touched to hear some handicapped 
people singing Gospel songs with 
those who came to sing to them. And 

to see the people help them get to the 
room and back was inspiring! I just 
want you to pray for all of these peo-
ple, and to help them if you feel the 
call.  

This morning I watched several 
walking (all using walkers) down the 
long hall to breakfast. Most were 
very slow, but as they passed some 
sitting, all smiled and greeted others 
with a “Good Morning!” It made my 
heart ache! 

Thank you, Lord, for giving me the 
opportunity to help some that are 
sad, or in pain. Some have no family 
to help them. Help us to all be ready 
when the Lord comes. 

Esther Lavy 
 

 
 

 
 

SPIRITUAL TUBERCULOSIS 
Dr. Richard Donovan 

The dictionary defines tuberculo-
sis as an infectious disease that may 
affect almost any tissue of the body. 
Most everyone has heard about the 
physical disease of TB. But have you 
heard about “spiritual TB”?  

It is an old disease that affects 
many persons. It is no respecter of 
persons, affecting preachers, dea-
cons, church members and unbeliev-
ers, old and young.  

When asking people to attend 
church, they hear, “I would like to, 
but I can’t.” The real reason is “TB.”  

This spiritual disease keeps so 
many Christians from praying, giv-
ing, studying, and working.  

This disease is the same disease 

that affected the people who were 

invited to the great feast as recorded 
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Questions concerning the birth of 

Jesus into the world—  

1. The people of Israel were watch-

ing, it seemed, for a Messiah. Af-

ter Jesus’ birth, with all of the 

signs that were reported by those 

in Bethlehem, is it not a marvel 

that they did not keep track of 

Him following those events? 

2. Do you think they lost Him just be-

cause of their own busy-ness? Or be-

cause God wanted to hide Him? 

3. Was the sudden trip to Egypt part of 

God’s design regarding this? 

4. After His conversation in the Tem-

ple with the doctors of the Law at age 

12, why again did they lose Him? 

5. As important to us all as Jesus is, 

what measures are we taking daily 

to be sure that He, His message, and 

His blessings, are not lost to us, to 

our children, and to others? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Jesus loved all people—Pharisees, Romans, Gentiles, lepers, harlots. 

God provides all things that pertain to life and godliness.  

Help a child understand Jesus’ great love for children.  

Forgive unforgivable people. God forgave you. 

Messiah. Christ. Anointed. Redeemer.  

Jesus’ birth—the hub of eternity. 

Practice JOY. 

in the New Testament in Luke 14:15

–24. They refused this gracious invi-

tation by saying, “TB—too busy!” “I 

have bought oxen.” “I have bought a 

farm.” “I have married a wife.”  

Today, people say, “I have a job,” 

or “I have a store,” or “I have to make 

a trip,” or “I have a new automobile.” 

And probably the most ridiculous one 

of all is, “I need Sunday to catch up 

on things.” 

This disease is curable, but the 

“rest” cure will not work. This dis-

ease stems from a heart that is not 

right with God.   

If one’s heart is right with God, he 
or she will seek first the Kingdom of 
God. When one’s heart trouble is 
cured, he or she will find that the 
spiritual “TB” has cleared up.  

Jesus Christ said in Matthew 6:53, 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness…” All 
who are suffering from spiritual “TB” 
would do well to take heed to their 
spiritual condition.  

Selected from The Brookville Star by 

Sam and Eva Boone 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

Sept. 20, 2017; Salem, OH 

 Jonathan Garber 

Oct. 29, 2017; Caldwell, ID 

 Travis Wolf 

Oct. 31, 2017; Maple Grove, OH 

 Myles Landes 

 

COMMISSIONS 

(Corrected from November issue) 

Sept. 25, 2017; Cascade Valley, WA 

 Anthony Root (with wife, Heather) 

  Called to the Ministry 

 Stephen Rapp (with wife, Hannah) 

  Elected to the office of Deacon 

 

 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Jan. 27, 2018 ............... Olive Branch, OH 

Feb. 10, 2018 .................... Pine Grove, FL 

Mar. 3, 2018 ................ Morning Star, OH 

Mar. 10, 2018 ........................... Dallas, OR 

Mar. 31, 2018 ........................ Modesto, CA 

Apr. 7, 2018 ............................. Salem, OH 

Apr. 7, 2018 ............. Cascade Valley, WA 

Apr. 14, 2018 ................... Fair Haven, KS 

Apr. 14, 2018 ..................... Fall Creek, IN 

   (at the Beech Grove meeting house) 

Apr. 21, 2018 ......................... Caldwell, ID 

Apr. 21, 2018 ................. Sugar Grove, OH 

Apr. 28, 2018 ................... Bear Creek, OH 

Apr. 28, 2018 .................. Cutler Ridge, IN 

 
 

 DISTRICT NOTICES 

Shiloh Building Project 

The members of the Shiloh District 

in Ohio have agreed to build a 

meeting house on land along 

Delisle-Fourmans Road, Arcanum, 

Ohio. We have calculated an esti-

mate and are now working on plan 

changes. The zoning of the land 

has been approved. We do not plan 

to start construction until we have 

50% of the estimated cost secured. 

We covet your interest and prayers. 

 Anyone that desires to contribute 

financially to this project may send 

funds to: 

 Greg Shellabarger, Treasurer 

  

  

 In behalf of the Building Committee, 

   Delvin Brumbaugh, Secretary  

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL NOTICE  

We are making our call for subscriptions for the year 2018 at this 
time. The rate continues at $20 per year. The subscription price for 
each subscriber should be received by December 1, 2017, from the 
District Agents. Each District Agent should include an updated list of 
subscribers, with their addresses. Individual subscriber’s subscription 
payments should be received by December 1, 2017, as well, if possi-
ble, for the 2018 subscription year. 

We give the Lord praise and honor for supplying the needs of this 
publication. “And they were beyond measure astonished, saying, He 
hath done all things well…” (Mark 7:37) 
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ANOTHER CHRISTMAS 

Again they peal, the wistful Yuletide chimes, 

Amid the jarring clang of changing times; 

The angel songs float down through history— 

God born as Man!—time’s super-mystery! 

Sad marvel: millions heard without surprise 

The biggest news which ever clove the skies! 

 

Again they play, the children with their toys, 

Gay parties draw the older girls and boys; 

Regathered families hail the festive day, 

And jovial revelers their gifts display: 

How strange!—how almost inconceivable, 

So few receive Heaven’s “Gift Unspeakable”! 

 

Yet nonetheless, as carol strains resound, 

Adoring hearts will everywhere be found; 

The throne-room of the soul they will prepare, 

To give the Saviour-King new welcome there: 

And He will see, and say, with gentle smile, 

“The nails and thorny-crown were all worthwhile.” 

J. Sidlow Baxter 

 

AS YE DO IT UNTO THESE 

The little faces pinched with cold and hunger 

 Look, lest ye miss Him! In the wistful eyes, 

And on the mouths unfed by mother kisses, 

Marred, bruised, and stained His precious image lies! 

And when ye find Him in the midnight wild, 

Even in the likeness of an outcast child, 

O wise men, own your King! 

Before His cradle bring 

You gold to raise and bless, 

Your myrrh of tenderness, 

For, “As ye do it unto these,” said He, 

“Ye do it unto Me.” 

Author Unknown 

December, 2017 

Poems 
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I WONDER 

I wonder… 

Had I been living the night 

I wonder if I might— 

Have been among the  
Headed for the census count. 

Would I have stopped to lodge, 
For the night in Bethlehem town? 

Perhaps I would have been the innkeeper 

And moved the animals to make 
room for Him. 

Perhaps I’d have been with the shepherds 
Watching o’er my flocks by night. 
And then I’d have heard the an-

gels proclaim, 
“Glory to God most high!” 

Who saw His star in the East, 

I … 

I wonder I will be doing 
When Jesus comes again someday. 

Will I be among the masses 
Heading for work and for play? 

Too busy to rest and abide. 

Or will I be as the shepherds, 

Yes! I’ll be as the wise men of old, 
And meet Him in the Eastern sky! 

 
Levi and Norma Huffman 

 

A GIFT BEYOND GOLD 

AND DIAMONDS 

As our Christian lives we live.  

What does God want? He wants 

our love! 

Let’s ask how much we can give! 

 

No, but a more personal gift, 

Things from our hearts, and 

minds as we’re thinking, 

Now what is inside this great gift? 

 

What are the things that my soul 

greatly treasures? 

What are the things I hold dear? 

Are they the things that this 

world measures? 

Whose is the voice that I hear? 

 

How much can I give to my Jesus? 

Who died, and gave His all? 

And promising that He is with us, 

Today, will I hear His call? 

 

Is my Bible today remaining un-

read? 

His instruction, to keep my soul? 

Meeting my Jesus, is it something 

I dread? 

Let’s prepare today for our goal! 

 

How much of my heart am I actual-

ly giving, 

Today, with my heart and soul? 

In humble prayer, that I might 

live, 

Have I really prepared for my 

goal? 

 

Vicki Witmer 

 

POEMS 
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’TWAS A SHEEP…NOT A LAMB 

It was a sheep, not a lamb that strayed away 

In the parable Jesus told: 

A grown-up sheep that had gone astray 

From the ninety and nine in the fold. 

 

Out in the meadows, out in the cold, 

’Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd sought: 

Back to the flock and into the fold, 

’Twas a sheep the good shepherd brought. 

 

And why, for the sheep, should we earnestly long, 

And so earnestly hope and pray? 

Because there is danger, if they go wrong, 

They will lead the young lambs astray. 

 

For the lambs will follow the sheep, you know, 

Wherever the sheep may stray: 

If the sheep go wrong, it will not be long 

Till the lambs are as wrong as they. 

 

So, with the sheep we earnestly plead, 

For the sake of the lambs today: 

If the lambs are lost, what a terrible cost 

Some sheep may have to pay. 

 

Author Unknown 

 

 

DESPISE NOT THOU THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD 

The sunshine to the flower may give the tints that charm the sight, 

But scentless would that floweret live if skies were always bright; 

Dark clouds and showers its scent bestow, and purest joy is born of woe. 

 

He who each bitter cup rejects, no loving spring shall quaff; 

He whom thy rod in love corrects, shall lean upon thy staff: 

Happy, thrice happy, then, is he who knows his chastening is from thee. 

 

Bernard Boston 

December, 2017 
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ELLER —  Cora June, daughter 

of Earl and Lois (Rumble) Cover, 

was born June 25, 1929, in Modes-

to, California. Our prayers were 

answered when she peacefully met 

her Savior on June 19, 2017, in 

Modesto, just short of 88 years. 

She lived in the Modesto and 

Salida area where she attended 

local schools. She was part of the 

large Cover/Rumble family and 

experienced a wonderful childhood 

shared among many cousins.  

For many years she worked at 

California Almond Growers Ex-

change. Family, fellowship and 

community were important to her 

as she made friends wherever she 

went. 

After accepting Christ at an ear-

ly age, she was baptized into the 

Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church.  She faithfully served 

Him all her life. On April 15, 1950, 

she married Lowell George Eller. 

They spent 58 years of devoted 

dedication to each other until his 

passing in July of 2008. We re-

member Mother supporting Dad in 

sharing unconditional love to each 

of us in countless ways, and this 

love did not stop with family. As 

the family grew this sharing of 

love was felt by grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren by way of 

songs, baking, smiles and many 

hugs.  

Over the years she used her 

phone to connect with her family 

and friends spread out across the 

country. 

She was preceded in death by 

her:  loving husband Lowell, 

daughter Joanne Wray, brother-in

-law Samuel Yost and brother, 

Raymond Cover.  

Obituaries 

COMPENSATION 

The year is slowly, sadly dying—  

Let it die! 

Dead leaves on withered flowers are lying—  

Let them die! 

Were there no autumn, there would be no spring, 

And hearts midst springtime joys would never sing! 

My life is surely, sadly ending— 

Let it end! 

Its way toward death is swiftly tending—  

Let it tend! 

Should earth not cease, then heav’n would not begin, 

And heaven’s eternal joys I ne’er should win! 

 

Henry W. Frost 
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December, 2017 

She is survived by her children: 

Tom and wife Betty of Cleveland, 

Georgia; June and husband Darrell 

Gish of Dallas, Oregon; Greg Wray 

of Modesto; Jane and husband 

Doug Peters of Tualatin, Oregon; 

Ben and wife Debbie of Modesto; 

fourteen grandchildren, eighteen  

great-grandchildren, nieces, neph-

ews, relatives and friends.   

She also leaves behind her sis-

ter Ruth Yost and sister-in-law 

Joan Cover. 

The funeral service was con-

ducted June 25, by the home 

brethren of the Modesto District of 

the New Conference, where she 

held membership.  A graveside 

service and burial was held in the 

Wood Colony cemetery.  

The family would like to express 

their deep gratitude for the many 

thoughts, prayers, flowers and 

food shared by many.  

We miss her, but are happy to let 

her go. 

The Family 
 

 

 

ELDRIDGE — Mary Anne, 

daughter of Howard and Mary 

Jane (Mechlin) Baker, was born on 

June 1, 1942, in Troy, Ohio. She 

was married September 24, 1961, 

to Kelly Day and from that union 

she had five children, Rachel 

(Michael Davis), Michael (Kitt), 

Stephen (Susan), Nathan (Kim) 

and Christopher (Pam). 

On September 25, 1993, Mary 

Anne married Paris Eldridge in 

Lafayette, Indiana. They relocated 

to Black Mountain, NC. in 2004 

where they lived happily in their 

home in the mountains and rel-

ished new friendships with their 

growing group of friends. Paris 

has two children from a prior un-

ion Kris Eldridge (Kimberly) and 

Angela Beckefeld (Darrin). 

Mary Anne departed this life on 

September 16, 2017. Predeceasing 

Mary Anne are her parents and a 

sister Nancy Ellen. She is sur-

vived by her four siblings, Beverly 

Wray (Ezra), Lloyd (Renee), John 

(friend Emmie) and Paul 

(Sandra); her step-mother, Mar-

tha Baker, and Martha’s two chil-

dren, Phyllis Miller (Gerald) and 

Charles Brumbaugh (Marlene). 

Mary Anne is also survived by 14 

grandchildren and many nieces 

and nephews, great-nieces and 

nephews, and friends. 

Mary Anne was a member of 

Covenant Community Church, 

order of St. Luke and the Blue 

Ridge Emmaus Community. She 

loved serving and befriending the 

homeless. 

Mary Anne found prayer to be a 

powerful means of communicating 

with God and is thankful for the 

prayers He answered throughout 

her life. Her wish is that her fami-

ly, friends and church continue to 

communicate with God through 

prayer. 

A memorial service was held at 

Covenant Community Church on 

Saturday, September 30, 2017. 

The Family 
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