
“And the dragon…went to make war with the remnant…which keep the commandments of God, and have… 

…of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
  

THE NEW YEAR 

Upon the threshold of the year we stand, 

Holding Thy Hand; 

The year holds mysteries and vague surprise 

To meet our eyes; 

What will its passing moments bring, 

To weep, or sing? 

 

We fear to take one step without Thy care 

And presence there; 

But all is clear to Thine all-seeing gaze, 

Counting the days 

From dawn of time, till ages cease to be—  

Eternity! 

 

Upon the threshold of the year we stand, 

Holding Thy Hand; 

Thou wilt walk step by step along the way  

With us each day ; 

So whether joy or woe shall come this year, 

We shall not fear! 

Homera Homer-Dixon 
 

 “And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 

And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.” Exod. 33:14–15 
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Editorial 

January is a good time to look 
back, to look into the future, and 
to take inventory of just where we 
are in our spiritual walk—to take 
a survey, even to make an item-
ized list of assets, liabilities, and 
resources. 

Without looking back too long 
valuable lessons may be learned 
from past experience. It may even 
be necessary, if it were possible, to 
correct some matters—to ask nec-
essary forgiveness of both God and 
man, to repair relationships, to 
“mend fences” so to speak. Having 
taken a look at the past we next 
look ahead with a resolution or a 
declaration to do better in the fu-
ture than in the past. Not that we 
should “do better” in the sense of 
working harder, laboring more, 
exerting more effort. Most of us 
are performance oriented. We 
place emphasis on accomplish-
ment, achievement, and industry. 
We strive to attain to higher goals, 
to accomplish, to accumulate. Life 
becomes a matter of achievement, 
often in a competitive manner. We 
compete against no one but our-
selves—striving to do better, to 
achieve more, competing against 
we know not what even as Paul 
wrote in I Corinthians 9:26 “…as 
one that beateth the air…” Such 
behavior is fruitless bringing us to 
a current inventory of our assets, 
our liabilities, and our resources. 

If we can get past the work eth-
ic—or “works ethic”—we can get 
down to the basics: who we are 
and where do we stand before Al-
mighty God. When we consider 
“assets” we don’t have much and 
that which we have is received 

from the Lord who suggested in 
one place (Luke 19:12–27) that, at 
the very least, we should invest 
our money in the bank that HE 
might receive HIS own with usu-
ry. Most of that lord’s servants did 
better. 

As to liabilities, we have and 
are nothing. Romans 3:22–23 tells 
it all: “…for there is no difference: 
For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God…” 

Having no assets and infinite 
liabilities we must seek resources 
outside ourselves. Again, God is 
our only source and Jesus Christ 
our only hope. Paul once penned a 
church letter recommending 
Brother Onesimus to the church 
meeting in the house of Philemon. 
Onesimus was a slave having no 
assets and unspecified matters 
against his account—perhaps both 
spiritual and material. In the spir-
it of Jesus Christ, Paul wrote, “If 
he hath wronged thee, or oweth 
thee ought, put that on mine ac-
count…I will repay it.” It was the 
only hope for Onesimus. Then 
Paul concludes by reminding Phi-
lemon of his own debt to Paul 
(either spiritual or material): “…
albeit I do not say to thee how 
thou owest unto me even thine 
own self besides.” Echoes of the 
prayer taught to us by Jesus, “And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors.”   

Most of us probably won’t meas-
ure up very well when we take 
inventory of our spiritual assets. 
In the coming year we may need to 
dip ever deeper into our resources. 
And that Resource is limitless. 

Marcus Miller 

A TIME TO TAKE INVENTORY 
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Seasonal 

THE LATENESS OF  

THE HOUR 

The prospect of a new year, as 

we think of changing our calen-

dars, brings with it thoughts of 

where we may be on the Calendar 

of God. Our own calendar does 

have some importance, as we 

make an attempt to keep some 

order to the planning of upcoming 

events. But these plans are subject 

to those plans which God has for 

this earth, and for His People.  

No doubt every reader has expe-

rienced an unexpected change in 

plans this past year. God’s plan 

prevailed, and our plans were 

brought into subjection to Him.  

As we enter in to a new year, it 

will be best for us all to know 

that God’s plans in the New Year 

will prevail. We will be on HIS 

Calendar.  

The Scriptures give us glimpses 

into God’s plans. Many times in 

the centuries past, He has made 

His plans for Israel known 

through the writings of the proph-

ets sent to them. He declared to 

Israel, “…I am God, and there is 

none like me, Declaring the end 

from the beginning, and from an-

cient times the things that are not 

yet done, saying, My counsel shall 

stand, and I will do all my pleas-

ure…” (Isa. 46:9–10). This is the 

Sovereign God we serve.  

A song that we sometimes sing 

is entitled “God Our Father, Send 

Revival.” The second verse reads 

thus, “Holy Saviour, bring revival 

to the drifting church today. Help 

her now to seek thy guidance to the 

straight and narrow way. Bring 

awakening to the millions who are 

held by Satan’s power. May thy 

people grasp a vision of the late-

ness of the hour.” 

As we begin this new year, we 

want to bring to our minds in this 

issue of our church publication 

“The lateness of the hour.” 

One of the clearest evidences of 

“the lateness of the hour” present-

ly is the events that have unfolded 

in recent years in and around the 

land of Israel. Who can deny that 

God’s hand has been at work in 

the past centuries, and that proph-

ecies are being fulfilled? Take a 

look at the following prophecies, 

followed by their fulfillments, and 

then we will look at where things 

stand at the present.  

Israel’s Land Made Desolate 

The land where Israel resides 

was once “a land of milk and hon-

ey,” and was beautiful to look up-

on. Moses told the people, “For the 

LORD thy God bringeth thee into a 

good land, a land of brooks of wa-

ter, of fountains and depths that 

spring out of valleys and hills; A 

land of wheat, and barley, and 

vines, and fig trees, and pome-

granates; a land of oil olive, and 

honey; A land wherein thou shalt 

eat bread without scarceness, thou 

shalt not lack any thing in it; a 

land whose stones are iron, and 
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out of whose hills thou mayest dig 

brass” (Deut. 8:7–9). 

But the Lord warned the people, 

because of their idolatry (Ezek. 

6:14) “So will I stretch out my 

hand upon them, and make the 

land desolate, yea, more desolate 

than the wilderness toward Di-

blath, in all their habitations: and 

they shall know that I am the 

LORD.” 

Fulfillment 

The thing came to pass. When 

God brought judgment on this 

land, the land was made into a 

place of desert and desolation. It 

has become known over the 

centuries as a desolate 

place, with rocky 

soil and little 

growth and 

greenery. The 

population of 

the entire ar-

ea remained 

low for centu-

ries. When Je-

sus was here, He 

continued His weep-

ing over the people, the city, 

and the land (Luke 13:34–35). And 

many centuries later, Mark Twain 

wrote in his journal, after passing 

through the land, “…a desolate 

country whose soil is rich enough, 

but is given over wholly to 

weeds…a silent mournful ex-

panse…a desolation…we never 

saw a human being on the whole 

route…hardly a tree or shrub any-

where. Even the olive tree and the 

cactus, those fast friends of a 

worthless soil, had almost desert-

ed the country.” (The Innocents 

Abroad, p. 361–362) 

Israel Becoming Fruitful Again 

In Deuteronomy 28, God prom-

ised prosperity if Israel would be 

obedient to Him. The promise in 

Deuteronomy seemed to be contin-

gent on their faithfulness. But in 

other prophecies, God says that 

because the land has become a 

prey and a derision by the enemies 

of Israel, that in His anger and in 

His jealousy, He will cause the 

land to be fruitful again. This will 

not be for their sakes, but for His 

Name’s sake; the name which they 

have profaned (read Ezekiel 

36). Hear the word of 

the Lord, “But ye, 

O mountains of 

Israel, ye shall 

shoot forth 

your branch-

es, and yield 

your fruit to 

my people of 

Israel; for they 

are at hand to 

come. For, behold, I 

am for you, and I will turn 

unto you, and ye shall be tilled 

and sown: And I will multiply men 

upon you, all the house of Israel, 

even all of it: and the cities shall 

be inhabited, and the wastes shall 

be builded: And I will multiply 

upon you man and beast; and they 

shall increase and bring fruit: and 

I will settle you after your old es-

tates, and will do better unto you 

than at your beginnings: and ye 

shall know that I am the 

LORD” (Ezek. 36:8–11). 

THE LATENESS OF THE HOUR 

One of the clearest 

evidences of “the 

lateness of the 

hour” presently…is 

the events…in and 

around…Israel. 
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Fulfillment 

If you visit the land of Israel 

today, you will see the amazing 

fulfillment of these prophetic 

words. The land has become a very 

prosperous place, with green 

fields, and orchards and vineyards 

that abound. The land has become 

very rich, and is tilled and sown, 

with prosperity on every hand.  

Regathering Of Israel  

Back Into The Land 

Ezekiel 11:17: “Therefore say, 

Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even 

gather you from the people, and as-

semble you out of the countries 

where ye have been scattered, and I 

will give you the land of Israel.” 

In Deuteronomy 28, the prospect 

of a regathering was contingent on 

their turning back to Him, but in 

Ezekiel’s prophecies, God promises 

to regather them from among the 

nations, in the latter years, and 

give them the land of Israel, for 

His Name’s sake, so that the world 

would know that He is the Lord.  

Fulfillment 

The whole world has witnessed 

a marvelous return of the Jews to 

the land of Israel. This has been a 

movement that began in the late 

1800’s, and is still continuing. 

Though many nations have resist-

ed this return to the land, and the 

resulting statehood in 1948, the 

thing has come to pass, and Jews 

are still returning to their home-

land in large numbers. It is an 

amazing fulfillment of the prophe-

cies of old.  

The Aligning Of Nations 

Against Israel 

Ezekiel prophesies that nations 

will come down from the North 

and invade Israel in the latter 

days, and bring other nations with 

them. Notice the clarity of the 

prophecy (Ezekiel 38): This proph-

ecy is spoken to Gog and Magog: 

Ezekiel 38:8–9: “…in the latter 

years thou shalt come into the land 

that is brought back from the 

sword, and is gathered out of many 

people, against the mountains of 

I s r a e l , 

w h i c h 

have been 

a l w a y s 

w a s t e : 

but it is 

b r o u g h t 

forth out 

of the 

nations… 

T h o u 

shalt as-

cend and come like a storm, thou 

shalt be like a cloud to cover the 

land, thou, and all thy bands, and 

many people with thee.” 

Notice again in verses 11–12, 

“And thou shalt say, I will go up to 

the land of unwalled villages; I 

will go to them that are at rest, 

that dwell safely, all of them 

dwelling without walls, and hav-

ing neither bars nor gates, To take 

a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn 

thine hand upon the desolate plac-

es that are now inhabited, and 

upon the people that are gathered 

out of the nations, which have got-

ten cattle and goods, that dwell in 

January, 2018 

The prophecies 

of old list the 

actual nations 

that will align 

themselves 

against Israel 

in the latter 

years.    
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the midst of the land.”  This is 

speaking of the prosperous land of 

Israel in the latter days. This is 

prophesying that the land will fi-

nally be invaded by nations that 

hate Israel, and desire the wealth 

that is held there.  

Fulfillment 

The world can see clearly the 

real possibility that a movement 

upon Israel could be very near. A 

nation from the North (Russia) has 

been moving into Syria, position-

ing itself. Iran (Persia) is also mov-

ing forces into Syria, very close to 

the borders of Israel. Iran (Persia) 

has been spewing out hatred for 

Israel for several years, and has 

been pledging to destroy it.  

Alignment Of Unlikely Nations 

The prophecies of old list the 

actual nations that will align 

themselves against Israel in the 

latter years. This becomes very 

interesting to any who have 

watched over the centuries for this 

alignment to take place. Notice 

the nations that are mentioned: 

They are Magog (Russia), Persia 

(Iran), Ethiopia (modern day Su-

dan), Libya, Gomer (Eastern Eu-

rope including central Turkey), 

and Togarmah (Eastern Turkey).  

Fulfillment 

What is interesting about this 

alignment is that it is unusual for 

some of those nations. As recently 

as 5 years ago, this alignment 

would have seemed impossible. 

But this fulfillment is coming to 

pass, just as Ezekiel prophesied. 

Turkey has moved into alignment 

with Russia and Iran, and all 

things are in place. This swing in 

Turkey’s stance has paved the way 

for this complete fulfillment of 

prophecy.  

The Nations That Are Standing By 

“Sheba, and Dedan, and the 

merchants of Tarshish, with all 

the young lions thereof, shall say 

unto thee, Art thou come to take a 

spoil? hast thou gathered thy com-

pany to take a prey? to carry away 

silver and gold, to take away cattle 

and goods, to take a great 

spoil?” (Ezek. 38:13) This prophecy 

foretells that these nations will 

not be a part of the invasion, but 

will simply ask questions regard-

ing it. Who are these nations? 

Fulfillment 

Sheba and Dedan (Saudi Ara-

bia), and the young lions of Tar-

shish (thought by many to be Eng-

land and the United States), ap-

pear to be by-standers, as this in-

vasion takes place.  

Saudi Arabia has often been a 

foe of Israel. And Saudi Arabia 

assisted in the attacks against Is-

rael in 1948 and again in 1967. 

But in the last three to four years, 

there has been a shift to a friendli-

er stance. And the West’s position 

as a military defender of Israel 

has weakened in recent years. 

Steps are being taken for a full 

fulfillment of Ezekiel 38! It ap-

pears like the fulfillment is just at 

hand! “May thy people grasp a 

vision of the lateness of the hour!” 

THE LATENESS OF THE HOUR 
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Damascus To Be Destroyed 

The city of Damascus in Syria 

has the distinction of being the 

oldest continuously inhabited city 

in the world. But there is a clear 

prophetic word concerning this 

city. It will be destroyed. Isaiah 

17:1 reads thus: “The burden of 

Damascus. Behold, Damascus is 

taken away from being a city, and 

it shall be a ruinous heap.” 

Fulfillment 

The country of Syria has sud-

denly, in the past three years, 

come into a state of civil war be-

cause of rebellion against Damas-

cus and its ruling regime. The con-

flict has raged so severely that 

other countries have tried to move 

in and have an influence over the 

conflict, and some are involved, it 

seems, because of an agenda of 

their own. The suburbs of Damas-

cus presently are filled with con-

tinued conflict, and the interna-

tional community is divided as to 

how the national crisis can be re-

solved. Because of this disagree-

ment among nations, several na-

tions stand ready to engage 

(including the United States, and 

of course, Israel) if wrong moves 

are made that may threaten Is-

rael’s security.  

If you were to ask any person 

with global awareness, “What is 

the most threatened city in the 

world?” The answer would not be 

Buenos Aires, San Francisco, Chi-

cago, or New York. The answer 

would be, “Damascus.”  It seems 

that the time of fulfillment may be 

soon.  

Lift Up Your Heads 

Jesus related in great detail the 
events of the last days, and we are 
seeing their fulfillment. As we 
have seen increasing earthquakes, 
and even the sea has risen up and 
flooded the land in various places 
in recent years. All nature is trav-
ailing, it seems. (see Rom. 8:22) 

Notice the following prophetic 
word from the lips of the Lord Je-
sus: 

 “And there shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity; the 
sea and the waves roaring; 

Men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. 

And then shall they see the Son 
of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory” (Luke 
21:25–27). 

We believe the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. “…It is near, even 
at the doors” (Matt. 24:33).  

As we enter into a New Year, let 
us hear the words of Jesus regard-
ing these last days. “And when 
these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemp-
tion draweth nigh” (Luke 
21:28). 

“Watch ye therefore: for ye 
know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at mid-
night, or at the cock crowing, or in 
the morning: Lest coming sudden-
ly he find you sleeping. And what I 
say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch” (Mark 13:35–37). 

Lowell Miller 
 

 

January, 2018 
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LIBERATION 
Introduction 

    Greetings of love to all. This 

writing is a two-part piece consist-

ing of some introductory thoughts 

and a selected article following. I 

ask for grace from the reader as it 

may seem that I am attempting to 

find all the negative things to pre-

sent that I can get my hands on. 

This is not the intent and I trust 

by the end of this reading the 

reader will understand. A few 

glaring and deeply troubling ob-

servations have stirred in my 

heart for years and the following 

writing brings it all to the fore-

front. Through personal experience 

we have witnessed and interacted 

with the situations revealed in the 

attached writing. 

   Time spent with the homeless 

population and the desperately 

poor in some of the surrounding 

cities and towns, and what we see 

in the child-care system causes our 

heart to cry out to God for help and 

intercession. The letter following 

this introduction was written by a 

Christian brother who is serving 

time in the American prison sys-

tem for helping a mother and her 

child flee the U.S. The cause of 

flight was the mother had convert-

ed to Christ from an ungodly life-

style of perversion and was fleeing 

government-enforced visitation 

rights of her daughter with the 

other woman in the relationship. 

The statistics cited in his letter are 

further traumatic when viewed in 

the light of the local environment 

we find ourselves living in here in 

Southwest Ohio.   

   This is our native land, so to 

speak. We live approx. ten miles 

from our childhood homes.  This 

is, at times, an incredibly beautiful 

land with summer green, lush 

crops and fields, quaint towns, 

quiet rural roads, beautiful 

streams, tremendous thunder-

storms, autumn glory and winter 

splendor. There is an abundance of 

job opportunities, thriving cities, 

beautiful subdivisions, and coun-

try estates. This land has a rich 

heritage of the Brethren churches 

in many forms. This land is full of 

churches seemingly on every street 

corner of every kind of doctrinal 

persuasion. The public school sys-

tem and the libraries have been, 

and still are, involved in construc-

tion projects of new buildings eve-

rywhere we go. New police stations, 

city halls, church additions also.   

    Possibly you are wondering 

where I am going with this. Here is 

the crushing pain of heart we expe-

rience in this beautiful environ-

ment. We live in the heroin capital 

of the nation. The neighboring 

county is expected to lose as many 

as 800 people in 2017. Our state 

may lose as many as 5000 this 

year. The orphans, the widows, the 

grandparents, the hospitals, the 

justice system, the churches—it is 

a full blown disaster of iniquity. I 

believe that we who believe and 

confess the resurrection and new 

LIBERATION 

General 
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birth in Jesus Christ hold the keys 

to victory. Let us all find a place to 

engage the battle, starting with 

prayer. The world does not have 

the weapons to win this war. This 

is a war of the spirits. This is a 

spiritual warfare. If you haven’t 

been to a funeral from this monster 

or heard of someone you know who 

has lost the final battle, I will ven-

ture to say that it is quite likely 

that you will. May God have mercy 

and send a revival. May we be re-

vived to carry the message as we 

go, wherever we go.  

**************** 

LIBERATION AT LAST 
Ken Miller 

I think we live in a very oppres-
sive society. 

You might disagree. 
Wasn’t this country founded on 

ideals that allow every citizen to 
enjoy “Life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness?” Doesn’t this society 
hold among its highest ideals non-
discrimination and individual free-
dom? 

The reality is that many Ameri-
cans are desperately unhappy, 

they are not free, and tragically, 
they are giving up on life entirely. 

Americans are the most heavily 
medicated people on earth. Mil-
lions are on anti-depressant, anti-
anxiety and psychiatric medica-
tions—even in the church. 

More people are incarcerated in 
America than in any other nation 
on earth, including Russia and 
China. It has more than 25% of all 
the world’s prisoners despite hav-
ing less than 5% of the world’s 
population. 

The March 31st USA TODAY 

reported on a study done in run-

down neighborhoods in large cit-

ies. “An emerging national net-

work of public health and neuro-

science researchers, community 

minded foundations and law en-

forcement officials, believe that 

the primary challenge facing high 

poverty areas is not one of the 

usual suspects: education, crime 

or jobs.” 

The biggest challenge, according 

to the study, “Is an epidemic of 

trauma passed along from genera-

tion to generation, from one neigh-

borhood to another.” 

The trauma from broken homes, 

single households, alcohol and 

drug abuse, incest and sexual ex-

ploitation is comparable to the 

trauma experienced in war-torn 

countries, the study reveals. 

The trauma inflicted on children 

is mind-boggling and absolutely 

heart-wrenching. This is not a 

time for judgment, but for mercy. 

Another much-publicized study 

shows that middle-aged white 

Americans are seeing a dramatic 

decline in life expectancy. The rea-

son? People seem to have lost 

hope. Broken marriages, loss of 

the American dream, fragmented 

and isolated lives are causing mil-

lions to seek escape in drugs, alco-

hol and other abuses. Thousands 

are dying from overdoses and sui-

cide. 

American society is in deep 

trouble. 

What has gone wrong? 

The news articles I’ve read don’t 

suggest the possibility that the 
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despair and hopelessness in so 

many lives might be caused by 

spiritual emptiness. 

Could it be that sexual 
“liberation” and the pursuit of ma-
terial treasure and pleasure are 
leaving people hollow at the core—
hungry for something more? 

Could it be that the Gospel of 

self-fulfillment being peddled eve-

rywhere is snake oil psychology? 

Or worse, is it a toxic brew that 

does the opposite of what it prom-

ises—bringing enslavement and 

despair instead of fulfillment? 

Modern society has brought us 

“The autonomous, freely choosing 

individual, finding meaning in no 

one but himself.” 

In a Supreme Court decision 

upholding abortion rights in 1992, 

Justice Kennedy said, “At the 

heart of liberty is the right to de-

fine one’s own concept of existence, 

of meaning, of the universe, and 

the mystery of human life.” 

God is fast becoming irrelevant 

as people are taught to find ulti-

mate meaning and fulfillment in 

themselves. 

And this Gospel of self-

fulfillment is anything but good 

news. 

It’s time for a revolution, time to 

throw off the chains of this oppres-

sive society. It’s deliverance time. 

We’re talking about a spiritual 

revolution. 

“The weapons of our warfare are 

not carnal, but mighty through 

God to the pulling down of strong-

holds.” We suit up with “the armor 

of righteousness on the right hand 

and on the left” (II Cor. 

10:4, II Cor. 6:7). 

Two thousand years ago, The 

Emperor of a New Society stood up 

and proclaimed this revolutionary 

message: “The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he hath anoint-

ed me to preach the gospel to the 

poor; he hath sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to preach deliver-

ance to the captives, and recover-

ing of sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty them that are bruised, To 

preach the acceptable year of the 

Lord” (Luke 4:18). 

Folks in His hometown of Naza-

reth were so incensed by His 

claims that they took the Emperor 

and tried to throw Him down over 

a cliff. But He survived the attempt 

and went on to lead the greatest 

revolution this world has ever seen. 

Jesus presents a dramatic coun-

ter-claim to the promises of mod-

ern society. 

“If any man will come after me, 

let him deny himself, take up his 

cross, and follow me. For whosoev-

er will save his life shall lose it: 

and whosoever will lose his life 

FOR MY SAKE [emphasis added] 

shall find it” (Matt. 16:24–25). 

The exclusivity and extent of Je-

sus’ claim is breathtaking. If we 

wish to find ourselves (self-

realization) we must let go of our-

selves and surrender to this Person. 

To be sure, joining Jesus’ revo-

lution means abandoning every-

thing in order to follow Him, just 

as did His first disciples. 

But that is a small price to pay. 

For He heals our broken, disor-

dered hearts with His abounding 

life. And the peace and joy is un-

speakable. 

LIBERATION AT LAST 
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He is THE ONE the op-

pressed, brokenhearted Ameri-

can people are looking for—the 

Great Liberator. 

If we take the time to unplug 

the media, we can find Him, if we 

seek Him. 

He promised, “If a man love me, 

he will keep my words: and my Fa-

ther will love him, and WE WILL 

COME UNTO HIM, AND MAKE 

O U R  A B O D E  W I T H 

HIM” [emphasis added] (John 14:23). 

There’s nothing better. To have 

the quieting, restful, joy-giving 

presence of God is what our wea-

ry hearts need. 

We’ve all been affected by the 

mad pace of this oppressive, soul-

squeezing society. 

If we step aside long enough to 

look for Him and open our hearts 

to Him, we will find the Great 

Psychologist; the Counselor we all 

need; the Friend who abides with 

us and comforts our lonely hearts. 

He’s been there all the time, 

even while counseling centers and 

drug treatments proliferate. 

When we surrender to Him; 

when we live in His presence with 

our brother in obedience to His 

teachings, His Liberating King-

dom will break out among us and 

make us whole. 

“The Sun of Righteousness 

[shall] arise with healing in his 

wings…” (Mal. 4:2). 

Selected by  

Galen Mohler 

 

 

COMMITTED TO CHRIST 
Continued from being “Complete And 

Content In Christ” (in August issue) 

Now that we know we are com-
plete in Christ and are to be con-
tent in Him, we should also be 
committed to serve Him. Notice 
the love of commitment that the 
Father has toward us in John 

3:16: “For God so loved the world, 

[YOU!] that he gave his only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” In John 

10:29, Jesus says, “My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand.” The Father is truly com-
mitted to protect and take care of 

us as He loves us so! “For he shall 
give his angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways” (Ps. 
91:11). 

Jesus was committed to fulfil 

His Father’s plan and He can 
help us to surrender our lives to 
Him. We can only do this by rely-
ing on Him through His strength. 
Let’s look into the heart of Jesus 
as He desired to be obedient.  

 “I have glorified thee on the 
earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to 
do” (John 17:4). In Luke 22:42, 
Jesus cries out to His Father ask-
ing that the cup would pass from 

Him, but then accepts His will to 
be done and not His own.  We too 
can ask the Father “Teach me to 
do thy will; for thou art my God: 
thy spirit is good; lead me into the 
land of uprightness” (Ps. 143:10). 

Jesus was obedient unto death. 
“And being found in fashion as a 
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man, he humbled himself, and be-
came obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). “And 
when Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice, he said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit: and 
having said thus, he gave up the 
ghost” (Luke 23:46).   We, too, can 
pray, “Into thine hand I commit my 
spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O 
LORD God of truth” (Ps. 31:5).                                                       

Jesus loves us so much that He 
was willing to give Himself for us. 
This is true commitment.  He has 
the power to deliver us from this 
wicked world. “Who gave himself 
for our sins, that he might deliver 
us from this present evil world, 
according to the will of God and 
our Father” (Gal. 1:4).                                                                                                      

He is committed in His faithful-

ness to us. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).  
Can we say with the Apostle Paul, 
“I am crucified with Christ: never-

theless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for 

me”  (Gal. 2:20)?                                                                                                                 

God calls us to be faithful to 
Him. We should easily desire to 
commit to a wonderful Savior after 
all He has done for us! The ques-
tion that I read recently asked 

“What do you cling to?” What or 
who am I clinging to? Are we 
clinging to the trends of this world 
or to the cross of Christ? Are we 
willing to commit ourselves fully 
to the Lord even to the point of 

death? (Remember Jesus became 
obedient unto death) Can we serve 

Him in boldness come what may?  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego were committed unto their 
God and were not going to bow to 
any other gods. They told the King 
that God was able to deliver them, 
but if He chose not, they still 
would not bow nor worship any so
-called god or golden image. (Dan. 
3:17–18) I’m sure they would have 
said God was still good even if 
they were not delivered! O but the 
good news is that they were!  And 
at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto 
God when they were thrown into 
P r i s o n 
( A c t s 
1 6 : 2 5 ) . 
They were 
devoted to 
their God! 
How de-
voted am 
I? Am I 
able to 
drink of 
the cup 
that Jesus 
drank of, 
and to be baptized with the bap-
tism that He was baptized with? 
(Matt. 20:22) 

We need to be serious in our 
commitment to Him. “And Jesus 
said unto him, No man, having 
put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 9:62). Can we follow 
Him whole heartily? “Peter said 
unto him, Lord, why cannot I fol-
low thee now? I will lay down my 
life for thy sake” (John 13:37). Lat-
er in the book of John, Jesus asked 
Peter, “Lovest thou me more than 
these? He saith unto him, Yea, 

COMMITTED TO CHRIST 

The Father was 

committed…  

Jesus was  

committed…  

He can help us 

to surrender 

our lives to 

Him. 
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Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my 
lambs” (John 21:15). As it has 
been said and is very much true, 
“Love is a commitment—not a 
feeling.”  We should love the Lord 
with all our hearts for who He is 
and what He has done for us. If we 
love Him, we will obey Him. Jesus 
said “If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments” (John 14:15). 

“By faith Abraham, when he 
was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he 
went” (Heb. 11:8). Jesus says, “…
Every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or chil-
dren, or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and 
sh a l l  inher i t  ever l a s t i ng 
life” (Matt. 19:29). Though we 
strive to be committed to Him, we 
will obviously have our short com-
ings. I’m so thankful that when we 
fail, He helps us when we ask. He 
is full of compassion and mercy. 
He will continue to pick us up time 
after time. He will give us the 
strength to keep going as He wants 

us to do our best. When we seek 
Him, God will help us commit our 
works unto Him that our thoughts 
shall be established (Prov. 16:3). 

 It will not always be easy serv-
ing the Lord, but God has prom-
ised in His Word that He will bless 
us. “Wherefore let them that suf-
fer according to the will of God 
commit the keeping of their souls 
to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator” (I Pet. 4:19). II 
Timothy 4:8 says there is laid up 
for you a crown of righteousness 

that He shall give to you on that 
day of His return.  Another prom-
ise to those who have committed 
their lives for the cause of Christ 
is in Revelation 2:10: “Fear none of 
those things which thou shalt suf-
fer: behold, the devil shall cast 
some of you into prison, that ye 
may be tried; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days: be thou faith-
ful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life.”  

Notice that crown is mentioned 

in the last two verses. I don’t know 
about you, but I don’t think much 
about receiving a crown or re-
wards but I’ve noticed several 
verses that speak of this promise 

to the committed Child of God. I 
just want to see my Savior! I want 
to lay my crown at His feet.  I 
know that my commitment to Him 
should be out of love, not rewards.  

Rejoice in God’s delight  toward 

us in Isaiah 62:3 (another crown 
verse). “Thou shalt also be a crown 
of glory in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of 
thy God.” A beautiful scene of God’s 
glory is found in Isaiah 28:5 (notice 

the comparison) “In that day shall 

the LORD of hosts be for a crown of 
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, 
unto the residue of his people…” 

Blessings to each as we strive to 
be faithful and committed to the 

Lord from a true heart. 
“For I know whom I have be-

lieved, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that 

day” (II Tim. 1:12). 

Lisa Bowman 

 

 

January, 2018 
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THE DAYS OF THE 

PACKRAT 

There came into my barn one 
day a lively young rodent known 
as a Packrat.  And the land where-
in he sojourned was filled with all 
manner of pleasing things.  Of 
screws, and bolts, of paint brushes 
and plumbing fittings, of scraps of 
wood and things of Value.  And 
when he had thus laid eyes on 
these, he straightway began to 
accumulate and hoard as he saw 
fit. 

Now it was that over the course 
of time, as we came and went from 
the barn, we were suspicious of 
extracurricular activity within. 

And there came unto our resi-
dence a prophet in search of a cer-
tain tool, and entered our barn, 
and not long after exited. And he 
spake on this wise, “Thou hast in 
thy barn a Packrat, for the evi-
dence bewrayeth the fellow.” And I 
thought in my heart, “How dare he 
tell me my system of organization 
houseth such a critter!”  And I 
said, “Nay but it is rather a squir-
rel that enjoyeth a dry place.”  
And the prophet went his way, 

and I set a live trap lest peradven-
ture the words of the prophet were 
true, and I placed in the cage vari-
ous fruits, and nuts and a slab of 
bacon, in hopes of ensnaring my 
squirrel.  Neither was I aware of 
the hoarded piles in the loft. 

Now it was so that after three 
nights of catching nothing, the 
prophet again came unto me and 
inquired about my success.  And I 
said, “The squirrel hungereth not, 
and I have not caught him.”  And 
he laughed in my face and said, 

“Behold, Packrats think not of 
such necessary things but rather 
of shiny artifices and trinkets.”  
And he forthwith placed in the 
trap a chrome washer, a red 
screw, and a scrap of wood.  And 
we turned in for the night. 

Now when the morning had bro-
ken, I arose and ran unto the 
snare and beheld a rich young 
Packrat.  And the truth was 
sealed, and I climbed to the loft 
and found multiple piles of detri-
tus, including things shiny and 
red screws. 

And I meditated as I watched 
my prisoner through the wires of 
the snare in which he was caught.  
What value did he find in all his 
treasures?  But one thing seemed 
paramount.  That of shiny and 

that of mass, and it profited him 
nothing.  For that day his life was 
required of him, and then whose 
would this mess be? 

And as I meditated further on 
the foolishness of the Packrat be-
ing similar to that of man, the 
Lord spake to me of another les-
son.  For if I had listened to the 
prophet who had knowledge and 
experience, the size of mess left to 
me would be much smaller. 

So I pondered the days of the 
Packrat and also the words of oth-
er prophets, and chose in my heart 
to be more receptive to Godly 
counsel and also to focus more fer-
vently on the Kingdom, lest I fore-
go Godly counsel and be found on 
Judgment Day with Red Screws 
and Chrome Washers. 

 

Joe Gish 

 

 

THE DAYS OF THE PACKRAT 
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FRIENDS ARE IMPORTANT 

Friends and friendship are 

among the more important issues 

of life. Our desire for friendship 

has tentacles in every facet of liv-

ing. We are made in God’s image. 

Even God wants friends. He wants 

us to be His friend. Our highest 

ambition should be to be a friend 

of God. 

This article was motivated by 

the fact that one of the biggest 

problems in the present American 

culture is the wrong use of drugs. 

It’s even worse than alcohol. Even 

our little towns around us are con-

stantly having news articles of 

people overdosing—even fatally. 

Its tentacles can be very close to 

any of us. Beware! Be educated! Be 

helpful! Be active! It’s time for the 

Christian community to speak out 

and to show more of the right way. 

I believe one of the most basic 

needs of each living person is the 

need to have friends. This starts 

the day we are born. Doesn’t even 

a new child immediately start 

looking for someone to help it? I 

have read that a new child, if un-

touched by human hands will soon 

die even though it has food. Many 

years ago one of our grandchildren 

was born prematurely and it was 

required that several of us spend 

time around-the-clock touching 

and talking to the child in the 

mother’s absence. So the fact is, 

we all need and want friends. 

Some people are successful 

making friends. Some are not. 

Whether good or bad, small chil-

dren like to do things to catch at-

tention by their actions. Even 

teens have a great desire to be ac-

cepted and do many things, good 

and bad, to accomplish it. I believe 

the lack of good friends is a major 

reason people accept the use of 

drugs and the friends that come 

with it. Some children have par-

ents who have love and affection 

and develop deep friendship. Some 

children have parents who are 

constantly criticizing and demand-

ing they be good without develop-

ing a real friendship. So they are 

open to other friends and then find 

the wrong kind. 

It’s a tough world out there. I 

was fortunate. I thought my father 

was one of my best friends all 

through my teen years. He lis-

tened to me, therefore, I listened 

to him—most of the time. 

Let me say again, most every-

thing we do is motivated by our 

desire to have friends. Where do 

we find friends? The best way is to 

be a friend. It takes two to be 

friends. We need to be friends with 

Jesus. If we don’t know Him now, 

He won’t know us then. Having no 

friends is serious. The results of 

individuals thinking they have 

no friends many times ends in 

suicide. 

The dictionary defines friends 

as one attached to another by es-

teem, respect or affection. The ide-

al friendship is to be a friend of 

God (Jas. 4:4). Whether it’s our 

children or our neighbor, we 

should show each other esteem, 

January, 2018 
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TIMES AND SEASONS 

The first thing Jesus said after 

He was asked about the sign of 

His coming and the end of the 

world was, “Take heed that no 

man deceive you” (Matt. 24:3, 4). 

We can be deceived if we do not 

apply the Scriptures to their in-

tended time frames. Let us look at 

some of the time frames in the 

ninth chapter of Daniel. 

Verse 24—”Seventy weeks are 

determined upon thy people and 

upon thy holy city, to finish the 

transgression, to make and end of 

sins, and to make reconciliation 

for iniquity, and to bring in ever-

lasting righteousness, and to seal 

up the vision and prophecy, and to 

anoint the most Holy.” 

These seventy weeks are not 

weeks of seven days but are weeks 

of seven years. They total a period 

of 490 years. These weeks concern 

Daniel’s “People” and Daniel’s 

“City,” that is, the nation of Israel 

and the city Jerusalem. 

Verse 25—”Know therefore and 

understand, that from the going 

forth of the commandment to  

restore and to build Jerusalem 

unto Messiah the Prince shall be 

seven weeks, and threescore and 

two weeks: the street shall be built 

again, and the wall, even in trou-

blous times.” 

These seven and sixty-two 

weeks add up sixty-nine weeks for 

a total of 483 years. One common 

view is that these sixty-nine weeks 

began when Artaxerxes of Persia 

gave the edict to rebuild Jerusa-

lem and the temple, (Neh. 2:1–8) 

and exactly four hundred and 

eighty-three biblical (360-day) 

years later Jesus of Nazareth rode 

into Jerusalem on a donkey, (Zech. 

9:9) and for the first time allowed 

Himself to be proclaimed Messiah 

and the heir to David’s throne 

(Luke 19:29–40). 

Verse 26—”And after threescore 

and two weeks shall Messiah be 

cut of, but not for himself: and the 

people of the prince that shall 

come shall destroy the city and the 

sanctuary; and the end thereof 

shall be with a flood, and unto the 

end of the war desolations are 

determined.” 

Prophecy 

respect and affection with LOVE. 

Be positive. Don’t be critical all 

the time. Just explain what the 

right way is. 

Please consider the need each 

has for friendship. Regardless of 

age, be a good friend to others. It 

is so important. I believe most 

readers know how to have friends.  

My challenge is; be a better 
friend, especially with your chil-
dren. That’s where the foundation 

is laid. I believe it could even re-
duce the drug problem. May the 
Lord bless. 

Ralph E. Garber 
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We see in this verse that times 

were not given for the length of 

the church age nor for this period 

of time that comes between the 

sixty-ninth and the Seventieth 

Week of Daniel. Why? What is the 

big secret? The time of the rapture 

is the big secret. It comes at the 

end of the church age. The Bible 

says it will happen in such an 

hour as we think not. (Matt. 24:44) 

When the rapture takes place, 

“…the dead in Christ shall rise 

first: Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up togeth-

er with them in the clouds, to 

meet the Lord in the air: and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord” (I 

Thess. 4:16–17). 

During the church age, “…blind-

ness in part is happened to Israel, 

until the fulness of the Gentiles be 

come in” (Rom. 11:25). We take 

this Scripture to mean that after 

the rapture many Jews will be-

lieve in Jesus. 

Verse 27—”And he shall confirm 

the covenant with many for one 

week: and in the midst of the week 

he shall cause the sacrifice and 

the oblation to cease, and for the 

overspreading of abominations he 

shall make it desolate, even until 

the consummation, and that deter-

mined shall be poured upon the 

desolate” (Dan. 9:27). 

This verse describes the Seven-

tieth Week. It is thought that the 

words “he” in this verse are refer-

ring to the antichrist. He is also 

called the beast (Rev. 13:4). 

During the Seventieth Week, 

there will be signs that come in 

chronological order, such as the 

seven seals, the seven trumpets, 

and the seven vials (Rev. 6–16). 

The first sign of the Seventieth 

Week may be when a peace pact is 

made with Israel and some other 

nations for seven years. Many 

think this sign will reveal the year 

when Jesus will return to earth. 

How about the day? Will Jesus 

return to earth on the day of the 

Feast of Trumpets (Lev. 23:23–25)? 

Time will tell. 

Will the Seventieth Week be the 

same length as each of the preced-

ing sixty-nine weeks? Speaking of 

this future time Jesus said, “And 

except those days should be short-

ened there should no flesh be 

saved” (Matt. 24:22). Perhaps the 

antichrist will confirm the covenant 

with many for seven calendar years 

(Dan. 9:27) and God will shorten 

that time to seven (360-day) years. 

This would give the antichrist 1260 

days to be a world leader and 1260 

days to rule the world. These two 

times add up to 2520 days, which is 

the same length as seven (360-day) 

years. This would shorten this time 

by about thirty-five days, but it 

would not make any biblical time 

fictitious. Perhaps the Seventieth 

Week will be the same length as 

each of the preceding sixty-nine 

weeks. 

Times were freely given for the 

Seventieth Week. (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 
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12:7, 11, 12; Rev. 12:6, 14; 13:5) 

These times were sealed and will 

remain sealed until it is known 

when they begin their count-

downs. What then? Perhaps then, 

“…the wicked shall do wickedly: 

and none of the  wicked will un-

derstand: but the wise shall un-

derstand” (Dan. 12:7–10). These 

days may be somewhat like the 

days of Noah. Noah knew seven 

days beforehand the day when 

God would send rain on the earth, 

but the wicked, “…knew not until 

the flood came and took them all 

away” (Gen. 7:4; Matt. 24:37–39). 

After Jesus was asked about the 

sign of His coming and the end of 

the world He said “When  ye 

therefore shall see the abomina-

tion of desolation, spoken of by 

Daniel the prophet, stand in the 

holy place, (whoso readeth, let him 

understand:) Then let them which 

be in Judæa flee into the moun-

tains” (Matt. 24:3, 15, 16). This 

sign will appear in the middle of 

the Seventieth Week. When this 

sign appears some Jews whom 

God will keep alive during the 

reign of the antichrist will flee to 

where they are nourished for 1260 

days (Rev. 12:6). This time is also 

referred to as three and a half (360 

day) times or as forty-two (30 day) 

months. (Rev. 12:14; 13:5) 

After the antichrist rules the 

world for 1260 days Jesus will rule 

the world. The starting time of 

these 1260 days may be broadcast 

all around the world and wise men 

all around the world may know the 

approx. time when Jesus will re-

turn to earth. Many who are not 

wise will say, “Who is like unto the 

beast? who is able to make war 

with him?” (Rev. 13:4) The answer 

to this is Jesus Christ. (Zec. 14:2–4) 

It is thought that in the middle 

of the Seventieth Week two more 

biblical times will begin their 

countdowns. We read, “And he 

shall confirm the covenant with 

many for one week: and in the 

midst of the week [the Seventieth 

week] he shall cause the sacrifice 

and the oblation to cease” (Dan. 

9:27). “And from the time that the 

daily sacrifice shall be taken 

away, and the abomination that 

maketh desolate set up, there 

shall be a thousand and two hun-

dred and ninety days. Blessed is 

he that waiteth, and cometh to the 

thousand three hundred and five 

and thirty days” (Dan. 12:11, 12). 

These 1335 days reach to a blessed 

time, perhaps to when the devil 

will be bound and the earth will be 

…from the going forth 

of the commandment 

to restore and to 

build Jerusalem unto 

Messiah the Prince 

shall be seven weeks, 

and three score and 

two weeks… 
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As the world expresses its rejec-
tion of God and His teachings, and 
Christian values are being threat-

ened  on every hand, we must ask 
ourselves these questions: 
1. Are we as parents being active 
in verbally preparing and teaching 
our children regarding being faith-
ful to our God in the last days?  

2. Is it exceedingly clear to our 

children that we as parents are 
committed to the Lord, and to a 
separated walk in this day of com-
promise, fashion, and self-focus? 

3. Are we always silent regarding 
society’s departure from God? 
Could we better represent God’s 

cause by kindly speaking up at 
appropriate times? 
4. Are we standing with God? 
5. Do we see those who have em-
braced a God-defying lifestyle as 
just hopeless sinners? Or do we 

see them as people (just like our-

selves) who may need an encour-
aging and/or a directive word? 
6. Has God perhaps brought us into 
the kingdom for such a time as this? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Seek not to be “spiritual” but to live in the Spirit—while in the flesh. 

January 1 should be a new beginning, not the renewal of the old. 

By the Gregorian Calendar it’s 2018. By the Hebrew—5777—78. 

Prayers are, too often, brief—a life of prayer is all the time. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness—Psalm 65.11. 

Mistakes are like getting a college degree in wisdom.  

The first tendency of those in pain is to blame. 

In seeking, seek the advice of a wise man. 

blessed for a thousand years (Rev. 

20:1–4). Can these days be short-

ened? Anything is possible that 

does not contradict the Scriptures. 

These days may be shortened in 

hours even if they cannot be short-

ened in days. 

We are nearing the time when 

the antichrist will make a cove-

nant with many for seven years. 

The rapture may happen before 

this. Are we ready for the rap-

ture ? If not, why not? 

Jesus said, “And what I say un-

to you I say unto all, Watch” (Mk. 

13:37). It is clear that Jesus told of 

things before they came to pass, so 

men of the past, present, and fu-

ture might believe and be ready 

for death and the next coming of 

Christ. (John 13:19) 

Mark Rumble 
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General Items 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

Dec. 3, 2017; Modesto, CA 
 Jordan Dumont 
Dec. 10, 2017; Shenandoah, VA 

Jared and Mary Mohler 
 

COMMISSIONS 

Dec. 14, 2017; Bear Creek, OH 
 Jake Deaton (with wife, Kenya) 

 Called to the ministry. 
Roy Huffman (with wife, Jan) 
 Advanced to the second degree of 
 the ministry. 

 
COMMUNION NOTICES 

Jan. 27, 2018 ............... Olive Branch, OH 
Feb. 10, 2018 .................... Pine Grove, FL 
Mar. 3, 2018 ................ Morning Star, OH 
Mar. 10, 2018 ........................... Dallas, OR 
Mar. 24, 2018 ........................ Mt. Zion, PA 
Mar. 31, 2018 ........................ Modesto, CA 
Mar. 31, 2018 ........................... Shiloh, OH 
Apr. 7, 2018 ............................. Salem, OH 
Apr. 7, 2018 ............. Cascade Valley, WA 
Apr. 14, 2018 ................... Fair Haven, KS 
Apr. 14, 2018 ..................... Fall Creek, IN 
   (at the Beech Grove meeting house) 
Apr. 21, 2018 ........................ Caldwell, ID 
Apr. 21, 2018 ................ Sugar Grove, OH 
Apr. 28, 2018 .................. Bear Creek, OH 
Apr. 28, 2018 ................. Cutler Ridge, IN 

DISTRICT NOTICES 

Morning Star 
It has now been a little over a year 

since we held our first public worship 
service in our “new” building. We are 
extremely grateful for the various 
ways it is meeting our needs, and 
thank each one who has passed 
through its doors. On November 13, 
2017 another milestone was met. We 
made our final payment on the loan 
that was so generously offered to us. 
Again we can move forward debt free, 
and humbly praise God for His abun-
dant provision. Once more we say a 
hearty thank you to all who have sup-
ported us financially and otherwise 
the last several years. We are commit-
ted to being good stewards of the great 
grace God has provided to us. We offer 
a standing invitation across our broth-
erhood to come worship and fellowship 
with us at Morning Star. We would be 
delighted to serve as your hosts. 

“Every good gift, and every perfect 
gift…cometh down from the Father of 
lights…” (Jas. 1:17). 

Larry Bower 

Poems 

He came to my desk with  
quivering lip; 
The lesson was done.  
“Have you a new leaf for me, dear 
Teacher? 
I have spoiled this one!” 
I took his leaf, all soiled and blotted, 
And gave him a new one, all un-
spotted, 
Then into his tired heart I smiled: 
“Do better now, my child.” 
 

I went to the throne with trem-
bling heart; 
The year was done.  
“Have you a new year for me, 
dear Master? 
I have spoiled this one!” 
He took my year, all spoiled and blotted, 
And gave me a new one, all un-
spotted, 
Then into my tired heart He smiled,  
“Do better, now, my child.” 

 — Author Uncertain 

THE NEW LEAF 
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STOCK-TAKING 

 I pause, amidst the clamor of the swiftly moving days 

And write the ledger of my life, ’neath Thy all-seeing gaze 

I list in either column the profit and the loss, 

The victories that were golden, the failures that were dross. 

 

I look upon the credits with glowing heart and eye, 

The faith courage added as day by day went by; 

The lessons Thou hast taught me as I journeyed on my way, 

The patience Thou has brought me through many a weary day, 

The measure of Thy love which to others I have shown, 

The wonder of Thy Presence made manifest and known. 

 

And then I scan the debits through swiftly falling tears. 

The hours of fretful worry, beset by faithless fears. 

The deeds, so often selfish, and just for men to see, 

The motives, oft unworthy, that brought no joy to Thee. 

The times when I have failed to show Thy love in word and deed, 

To be a channel Thou could’st use to meet another’s need; 

The blotted entries, smudged and spoiled by sin and bitterness, 

And marvel at Thy changeless love, and my unworthiness. 

 

And for the stock on hand, two entries there I place, 

My ever-present need—Thy never-failing grace. 

 

Great Keeper of the Records, when Thou takest stock of me 

What dost Thou see? 

 

Joan Suisted 

 

 

DRAW A LITTLE CLOSER 

Draw a little closer to the Lord from day to day—  

Draw a little closer, as you go along life’s way, 

Put your trust in Jesus, He will lead you all the way, 

If you walk a little closer day by day. 

 

He will keep you in all sorrow, and you’ll never go astray, 

Seek and you will find Him, if you only kneel and pray, 

So walk a little closer, keep Him always by your side, 

You will find your burdens lighter, if you will in Him abide.  

Author Unknown 
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CIRCUMSTANCES 

Circumstances? How we pet them, 
  How we give them right of way! 
But the Master never planned that 
  We should be beneath their sway. 
We who know Him walk the highway 
  Where the victors all have trod. 
Circumstances cannot conquer 
  In the presence of our God. 
 
Paul made circumstances serve him, 
  Made them glorify his Lord; 
Turned each trial into blessing 
  As he boldly preached the Word.  
“These things turned to my advantage” 
  This old warrior used to say; 
“For our good they work together,” 
  Tho’ the darkness shroud the day. 
 
Why should Christians live beneath 
them, 
  And not walk the heights with Him? 
Circumstances? We’re above them, 
  Though they often seem so grim. 
More than victors”—this the promise, 
  And Christ bids us cast out fear; 
For we triumph o’er all testing   
  With the Master ever near. 

Albert Simpson Reitz 
 
 
 

PETER’S DENIAL 

We sometimes say, with flippant words, 
“I’ll never deny my Christ.” 

But, when under the pressures of life, 
Are we willing to pay the price? 

  
Are we willing to place our lives on 

the line 
To suffer chagrin and shame? 

Or are we, like Peter, impulsively 
fearsome, 

And thrice, disclaim His name? 
  

We mustn’t be too quick to judge. 
The devotion of Peter was real. 

Among the innermost circle of Christ, 
Assenting to any ordeal. 

Yes, Peter denied his Master and Friend, 
Yet God was preparing his heart 

To understand and realize 
By the fire he’d be set apart.  

  
Thrice he denied. Thrice Christ asked 

“Peter, love me more than these?” 
Humbly repentant, fully restored 

With devoted love, Jesus to please.  
  

May we, like Peter, when tried in the fire, 
Have prepared hearts what e’re may be.  

To follow Jesus wherever He leads. 

Gloria Wright 
 

 
 
 

COMPANIONSHIP 

No distant Lord have I, 
Loving afar to be; 

Made flesh for me, He cannot rest 
Unless He rests in me. 

 
Brother in joy or pain, 

Bone of my bone was He; 
Now—intimacy closer still—  

He dwells Himself in me. 
 

I need not journey far, 
This dearest Friend to see; 

Companionship is always mine, 
He makes His home with me. 

 
I envy not the twelve, 
Nearer to me is He; 

The life He once lived here on earth   
He lives again in me. 

 
Ascended now to God, 

My witness there to be, 
His witness here am I, because 

His Spirit dwells in me. 
 

O glorious Son of God, 
Incarnate Deity, 

I shall forever be with Thee 
Because Thou art with me. 

Malthie D. Babcock 

POEMS 
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MULDER — Dorothy Leah, 87, Mil-

ford, Indiana, died 12:30 p.m. Friday, 

July 28, 2017, at her home. She was 

born May 10, 1930, in Lake Odessa, 

Michigan, to Ray and Naomi (Miller) 

Brovont. She married Frank Leroy 

Mulder on July 28, 1951, and he died 

November 20, 1997.  

Dorothy was a homemaker and an 

Amish taxi driver. She was a member 

of Grace Community Church and en-

joyed reading and jigsaw puzzles. Dor-

othy had four daughters: Sandra, Pau-

la, Rosemary, and Dawn. 

Surviving are daughter Sandra 

Clark, Milford, Indiana, and her family: 

father of her children Steven Ketcham, 

grandchildren Jodi Ketcham, Elkhart, 

Indiana, Brian (Jessica) Ketcham, Os-

ceola, Indiana, great-grandchildren 

Kristin, Brady and Savannah Ketcham; 

daughter Paula (Mitch) Pierce, Milford, 

Indiana; daughter Rosemary Bias, 

Elkhart, Indiana, and her family: fa-

ther of her children, Wayne Bias, 

grandchildren, Sydney Bias, Taylor 

Bias, Trenton Bias; daughter Dawn 

(Rick) Ullery, Bremen, Indiana, and her 

family: grandchild Christopher (Paige) 

Ullery, Port Orchard, Washington, 

great-grandchildren David, Emma, 

Hunter, Wyatt Ullery, Port Orchard 

Washington, grandchild Amanda (Dan) 

Ward, great-grandchild Hudson Ward. 

Also surviving is one brother Millard 

(Rachel) Brovont, Silver Lake, Indiana. 

Preceding her in death are her par-

ents, husband and brothers, Ramon 

James Brovont and Floyd Brovont.  

Visitation was on Wednesday, August 

2, 2017, at Rieth-Rohrer-Ehret-Lienhart 

Funeral Home, 117 W. Waterford St., 

Wakarusa, Indiana. Pastor Justin La-

mason and Pastor Jason Rohde, both of 

Nappanee Missionary Church officiated. 

Burial was at New Paris Cemetery.  

The Family 

 

 

BALSBAUGH — Hubert Paul, of 

Englewood, Ohio, was born December 

16, 1933, and went home to be with his 

Lord on Thursday, November 2, 2017. 

Hubert was born near Flint, Michi-

gan, to Lloyd and Ruth (Swisher) Bals-

baugh.  His family moved to Ohio when 

he was 7 and at age 11 the family 

moved to Modesto, California. Hubert 

accepted Jesus Christ as his personal 

Lord and Savior and was baptized on 

January 16, 1949. He was a member of 

the Salem Old German Baptist Breth-

ren Church—New Conference.  

On September 28, 1952, he was 

united in marriage to Janet (Bowser) 

Balsbaugh, daughter of John and Es-

ther (Strader) Bowser.  They were 

blest with two children. 

Dad spent his working life in con-

struction where he met and enjoyed 

many people.  Dad and mother spent 

many winters in Florida where they 

learned to know and love special 

friends from all over the brotherhood. 

Dad loved to fish on the ocean.  He had 

a special interest in prophecy and fu-

ture events and will be remembered for 

his special sense of humor and his love 

for playing games and putting puzzles 

January, 2018 
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together.  Dad was a person who saw 

few things in life as obstacles or impos-

sibilities.  One of his special joys was 

visits and time spent with his grand-

children and great-grandchildren.  We 

thank the Lord for his godly teachings. 

He taught us by example to love our 

companions and most importantly our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Hubert suffered with many heart 

problems through the years, having 

his first heart attack a few days after 

his first great-grandchild was born. 

He was comforted by the anointing 

service in 1998 and 2012 before heart 

procedures. 

He leaves behind to cherish his 

memory his companion of sixty-five 

years; daughter Bonnie Deaton 

(Gerald) of West Milton, Ohio; son 

Doug (Bonnie) of Englewood, Ohio; 5 

grandchildren, Gwen (Brian) Frantz, 

Todd (Kara) Deaton, Tammi (Britton) 

Bussey, Dusty (Megan) Balsbaugh, 

Jessica (Jon) Stull; 12 great-

grandchildren, Brett, Breanna, Han-

na, and Meg Frantz, Cade and Carly 

Deaton, Annika and Chloe Bussey, 

Brooke and Luke Balsbaugh, and Kate 

and Claire Stull.  He is also survived 

by a sister Mary (Roger) Gish of Mod-

esto, California; sisters-in-law Marilyn 

Balsbaugh of Modesto, California and 

Loveda Balsbaugh of Greenville, Ohio; 

brother-in-law Dan Garber of Clayton, 

Ohio; and many other friends and rel-

atives. 

He was preceded in death by one 

great-grandson, Connor Frantz; his 

parents; brothers John (Mildred), Ray 

(Grace), Carl (Barbara), Vernon, Da-

vid; and sisters Esther (Carly) 

Kretzler, and Doris (Norman) Boyd; 

brothers- and sisters-in-law Burlin 

(Marillis) Bowser, Gladys (Wilbur) 

Rapp, and Virgle Garber. 

Funeral services were held in the 

Salem Meeting House on November 7, 

2017, with encouraging words from 

the home brethren.  His body was laid 

to rest in the Bethel Cemetery to 

await the resurrection. Our loss is his 

eternal gain and we look forward to 

seeing him again. 

The Family 

 

WAGONER — Hazel Ruth, daugh-

ter of Charles W. and Mary  

(Montgomery) Peters, was born on 

August 13, 1927, in Miami Co.,  

Ohio. She passed away on November 

2, 2017, at the age of 90 years, 2 

months, and 20 days.  

She had been ill for the past 11 

months, residing at Caldwell  

House since December 2016.  

She answered the call of the Lord to 

baptism at the age of 17, in November 

1944 in the Old German Baptist 

church of the Covington district.  

On February 9, 1947, she was unit-

ed in marriage to Carl Wagoner.  

This union was blessed with three 

daughters, where Mom always  

held their welfare foremost in her 

heart. In April of 1962 she and  

her companion were chosen to serve in 

the Deacon’s office at Stillwater, 

where Mom served willingly, meeting 

the needs of those around her.  

Mom’s sweet and gentle disposition 

served her well in reaching out  

OBITUARIES 
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to friends and neighbors, always 

showing generous hospitality.  

Dad and Mom appreciated many op-

portunities to travel, and especially 

enjoyed their time spent in Florida 

during the winter months.  

They lived fifty-three years on 

Dad’s home place in Englewood before 

moving to her home town of Coving-

ton, Ohio, where they enjoyed twelve 

years together, having been married 

seventy years. We are looking forward 

to that bright promise of being with 

her and our Lord in eternity.  

She leaves to mourn her passing 

her loving husband; three daughters, 

Judy and Stan Landes, Carla and Joe 

King, Lisa and Bart Hoblit; eight 

grandchildren, Crista and Ted Lay-

man, Dan and Amy Landes, Cheri 

and Matt Kinzie, Jamie Deaton, Can-

di and Jarrod Schaurer, Branton and 

Kellie Hoblit, Brad and Crystal 

Hoblit, Lauren and Levi Bowman, 

and Jason Deaton; twenty-three great

-grandchildren; two sisters, Elsie Mae 

Flory, and Mary Jane and Howard 

Flory; one brother Donald and Bever-

ly Peters; two brothers-in-law, 

Charles Miller, and Glen and Judy 

Wagoner; two sisters-in-law, Virginia 

(Peters) Miller and husband, Allan, 

and Ruby Wagoner.  

Preceding her in death, besides her 

parents, were one sister, Lucille Mil-

ler; two brothers, Raymond Peters and 

wives Evelyn and Pearl, and David 

Peters; two sisters-in-law, Lila Wagon-

er and Mildred Bowman; three broth-

ers-in-law, Carl Bowman, Gerald 

Wagoner, and John Flory.  

Funeral services were held on Mon-

day, November 6, 2017, at the  

Sugar Grove meeting house at 2 PM 

with the Home Brethren officiating. 

Burial took place at Highland Ceme-

tery, north of Covington.  

The Family  

 

 

BOWMAN — Vaiden was born Octo-

ber 4, 1932, near Calico Rock in a 

three-room house to Morie Leo and  

Myrtle Elizabeth Bishop Bowman. He 

peacefully passed to his eternal home 

to be with the Lord Jesus on  

November 24, 2017, at the age of 85 

years, 1 month, and 21 days.  

He attended Ferguson School 

through the seventh grade. He had 

many childhood memories there and 

on the family farm. He had two older 

sisters, and one younger brother. He 

lived all of his life within a mile of 

where he was born.  

He was baptized July 24, 1947, into 

the Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church. He enjoyed the fellowship  

of a good brotherhood. In his latter 

days, he spoke often of what a wonder-

ful church he had.  

On May 11, 1952, he married Vir-

ginia Irene Skiles of Ohio. They made 

their home near Rocky Mount where 

they engaged in dairy farming. To this 

union was born six children, Ronald, 

Dale, Wanda, Rita, Harry, and Emery. 

They had a great loss when little Rita 

went to the heavenly land. It was a 

great loss they always felt. After 63 

years of marriage, their union was 

broken by Virginia’s passing on July 

20, 2015.  

January, 2018 
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Vaiden received the anointing in 

November 2014. It gave him great 

comfort when he said it put all  

things behind him.  

He is survived by his sons, Ronald 

and Velma, Dale and Betty, Harry and 

Wanda, and Emery and Cheryl;  

daughter, Wanda and Harmon Beck-

ner; 19 grandchildren; 37 great-

grandchildren; sisters-in-law, Arlene  

and Randolph Brunk, Jeanette Skiles, 

Marie and Cherian Matthews, Mabel 

Skiles, Carmen Skiles, and Dixie 

Skiles.  

In addition to his parents he was 

preceded in death by his wife, Virginia 

Irene Skiles Bowman; his daughter, 

Rita Maurine; one great-grandson, 

Cephas Gabriel Bowman; two sisters, 

Dorothy and Cleophas Angle, Janie 

and Samuel Hubbard; one brother, 

Kyle Bowman; and three infant broth-

ers; three brothers-in-law, Elder Roy 

Skiles, Marion Skiles, and David 

Skiles.  

The funeral was November 27, 

2017. Seth Jamison gave words of 

comfort with hymn 384 at Flora Fu-

neral Home. Eugene Jamison followed 

and led us in prayer. The funeral was 

at Mountain View meetinghouse. 

Hymn 498 was sung as we entered the 

church. Dennis Jamison opened with 

hymn 451 and Psalm 23. Dan Long 

spoke from John 11:28, “The Master is 

come, and calleth for thee” with hymn  

539. “If Thou hadst been here, my 

brother had not died…” Abram 

Rutrough closed the service with  

hymn 483 and spoke about the Rock. 

While viewing we sang 358, 160, 452, 

and 494. Hymns 499, 488,  

and 457 were sung at the grave at 

Franklin Clearview Cemetery. Steve 

Rutrough gave closing remarks  

and we sang “Jesus Loves Me.” 

We take comfort in that one day we 

will all meet again.  

The Family 
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