
…of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

 

THINGS THAT COUNT 

 

Not what we have, but what we use, 

Not what we see,  but what we choose. 

These are the things that mar or bless 

The sum of human happiness. 

 

The things nearby, not things afar; 

Not what we seem, but what we are, 

These are the things that make or break, 

That give the heart its joy or ache. 

 

Not what seems fair, but what is true, 

Not what we dream, but the good we do, 

These are the things that shine like gems, 

Like stars in Fortune’s diadems. 

 

Not what we take, but what we give; 

Not as we pray, but as we live, 

These are things that make for peace, 

Both now, and after time shall cease. 

 

Author Unknown 

 

“ My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not  

depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.”    Proverbs 4:20–21 
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“…Marcus,  

Aristarchus,  

Demas, Lucas, my 

fellowlabourers.” 
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Editorial 

 ARISTARCHUS, A TRUE 
YOKEFELLOW  

The long-awaited day had ar-
rived. A group of prisoners were 
filed onto the ship under the 
watchful eye of soldiers. Although 
Paul, one of the prisoners, seemed 
to have some special favor from 
the Roman centurion assigned to 
them, the journey to Rome looked 
long in the midst of bad company. 
As the ship launched toward the 
Asian coasts, Paul’s heart must 
have been comforted by the pres-
ence of one passenger: Aristarchus 
of Thessalonica. Of the 276 people 
that eventually embarked on the 
Egyptian freighter of Alexandria, 
he is the only passenger Luke 
mentioned by name other than 
Julius, the Centurion (Acts 27:2). I 
think this is noteworthy. Who was 
this Aristarchus? 

In response to a vision during 
his second missionary journey, the 
Lord lead Paul to Thessalonica 
(Acts 17:1). After preaching that 
Jesus was the Christ, “some of 
them believed, and consorted with 
Paul and Silas.” One definition of 
consort is “intimate associate.” I 
wonder if Aristarchus may have 
been one of the believers who 
quickly developed a close relation-
ship with Paul, accompanying him 
in his evangelistic endeavors but 
seldom in the spotlight. 

  A couple years later, on Paul’s 
third missionary journey, “there 
arose no small stir” in the city of 
Ephesus. He was posing a serious 
threat to the craftsmen of silver 
shrines for the goddess Diana 
(Acts 19:23–27). As city-wide pan-
demonium erupted, Gaius and Ar-
istarchus, “Paul’s companions in 

travel” were seized and made a 
public spectacle as they were 
rushed into the theater. These two 
men were committed, not only to 
Paul as he traveled, but to the 
cause for which he stood. In a rare 
display of affection, Paul revealed 
his deep feelings as he gathered 
these fellow travelers together and 
“embraced” them (Acts 20:1) be-
fore they accompanied him into 
Asia (verse 4). 

Aristarchus had invested sev-
eral years of his life into a 
staunch and faithful relationship 
with Paul, supporting him 
through some of the most critical 
years of his life. It is no surprise 
then that he is specifically men-
tioned as “one…being with us” on 
the boat that is carrying Paul to 
Rome. The odds of safe passage 
nearly the full length of the Medi-
terranean Sea at that time of 
year were against them. In spite 
of the risk, Aristarchus was com-
mitted to the long journey with 
Paul. That had to touch him 
deeply. 

Euroclydon! Tempestuous wind. 
Exceedingly tossed. Days without 
sun. Lost hope. A fortnight of fast-
ing. Shipwreck! Winter with bar-
barians. And the next spring, 
Rome. Really? Is brotherly love 
worth the cost? Apparently, Aris-
tarchus thought so. 

While imprisoned at Rome, Paul 
wrote several letters to fledgling 
churches. As he concludes his let-
ter to the church at Colosse, he 
makes special mention that 
“Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner 
saluteth you…” (Col. 4:10). First 
we conclude he not only went to 
Rome, but even went to prison 
with Paul. Second, “he saluteth 

ARISTARCHUS, A TRUE YOKEFELLOW 
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REACHING THE  

DISCONNECTED 

Eliminating the “Us” And “Them” 
(The following was presented at a series of 

meetings held by the deacon brethren of Ohio 

in February 2017.) 

Marcus Miller 
 

This is one part of a series of 

presentations to the deacon body 

of Ohio. The title was suggested by 

the planning committee and ad-

dresses a possible problem of in-

terface or relationship between the 

deacon body and the private mem-

bers in New Conference. 

Two weeks ago a deacon—

speaking deacon to deacons—laid 

before you a Scriptural and tradi-

tional picture of what is expected 

of a deacon. At the same time an 

elder—speaking elder to dea-

cons—addressed ways in which 

the deacon body can assist the 

ministry and the congregation in 

song worship and the conduct of 

worship. It was a blessing to un-

derstand the importance placed 

upon leading out in the hymn ser-

vice. So often, we think that start-

ing hymns is one of those things 

deacons inherited—as they say 

“anything not included in the list 

above.” 

Now speaking somewhat as an 

“outsider”—one not of the servant 

body, I intend to address what the 

private members might expect 

from the deacon brothers. The 

word “disconnect” in the title sug-

gests a possible difference in our 

expectations—perhaps a lack of 

shared vision. Apparently some 

perceive a disconnect. I, for one, 

have not shared that feeling and 

hopefully we can make a step in 

healing any lack of union which 

may exist among us. I intend to 

address the role of the deacon as I 

understand it from five view-

points: 1) Scripturally, 2) Linguis-

tically, 3) Historically, 4) Doctri-

nally, and finally 5) a few com-

ments at the end. 

A Scriptural understanding of 

the Brethren office of deacon is 

General 

you” is more than a casual nod of 
the head, but signifies a hug, a 
kiss, or an embrace like Paul had 
done to his brethren earlier as 
they departed Ephesus. It repre-
sents deep feelings. It represents 
the heart of a true brother.  

Paul again references Aristar-
chus as he concludes his letter to 
Philemon as “my fellowlabour-
er” (verse 24). The prefix “fellow” 
in these two descriptions means 
union, companionship, or com-
pleteness. It represents Paul’s feel-
ings about him.  

Little is known about Aristar-
chus. We can only conclude from 
the five times he is mentioned in 
the Bible that he was faithfully 
committed to his brother Paul and 
that Paul’s heart was deeply 
moved by his steadfast presence. 
Together they were complete. To-
gether they endured hardship. To-
gether they effectively impacted 
the world for Jesus’ sake. 

My fellow brother, can the 
same be said about us? 

Larry Bower 
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sometimes confused by the fact 

that the King James Version of 

the Bible we now use is signifi-

cantly different from the Bible 

used by our Schwarzenau Breth-

ren forbearers during their first 

150 years. The Schwarzenau 

Brethren used Martin Luther’s 

German Bible—not the English of 

King James I. As a consequence, 

our Scriptural understanding of 

the office of “deacon” may be dif-

ferent from that of our forbearers. 

From a linguistic approach, as 

the brother indicated two weeks 

ago, the “office of the deacon” or 

“deacons”—is found in only two 

passages in the King James New 

Testament which we use. 

(Philippians 1 and I Timothy 3) 

There are three related Greek 

words—”diakoneo,” “diakonia,” 

and “diakonos” all of which deal 

with service, servants, serving in 

menial tasks, acting as a host, or 

even teaching (which was often 

the work of a slave in ancient 

times). I am capable of addressing 

only the most basic principles of 

Greek. However, all we need to 

know is: 

These three words —”diakoneo,” 

“diakonia,” and “diakonos”—

appear in one of their forms 68 

times in the Greek New Testa-

ment. 

In the King James Version 

these Greek words are translated 

“deacon” in only two passages, 

Philippians 1 and I Timothy 3. 

In other places in the King 

James Version these three words 

are translated as “minister” some 

42 times out of 68. 

In all other cased these words 

are translated variously as 

“servant,” “serve,” “ministration,” 

“administer,” etc. 

However, our German forefa-

thers did not read Greek nor did 

they read King James’ English. 

They read Martin Luther’s Ger-

man. In Luther’s Bible in almost 

every case where these Greek 

words are found Luther translates 

the word as “Diener” (Dean-er)—

which means simply “a servant.” 

Not a “minister.” Not a “deacon.” A 

servant. Deacon and minister de-

rive from the same word as serv-

ant—in Greek and in German. 

They are all the same and no 

more. For the lesson we wish to 

present we must go to Brethren 

history to understand the Breth-

ren concept of the office of deacon. 

Approaching an understanding 

of the Brethren’s office of deacon 

from a historical viewpoint, it is 

notable that the job description for 

deacons among the Brethren was 

not written down, that we know of, 

until 1835. Our German Brethren 

understood each form of the above 

Greek words as “servant.” They 

did not have the various transla-

tions found in the King James 

Version. Therefore, they developed 

their own German understanding 

of the office of deacon.  They, early 

on, divided servants into the 

“Diener of the tables” (later “visit 

brethren”) and the “Diener” who 

“labored in the word and doc-

trine” (still called by the Amish, 

“Diener des Buch”—(servants of 

the Book). As pointed out at the 

earlier meeting, the “servants of 

REACHING THE DISCONNECTED 
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the table” and the “servants of the 

Book” are derived from Acts 6:1–6. 

“It is not reason that we should 

leave the word of God, and serve 

t a b l e s . ”  “ S e r v e  t a b l e s ” —

”diakoneo,” and “ministry of the 

word” “diakonia” are derived from 

two forms of the same word. 

Here we begin to understand 

the strength of the office of deacon 

brethren among the Brethren. In-

cluded in the Greek word 

“diakonia” is—ministration, aid, 

service, and most importantly, 

relief. The “daily ministration” 

was for the daily supply of food. 

Widows didn’t have refrigerators, 

or shelves of canned goods, or su-

per grocery stores. The widows 

undoubtedly relied on daily min-

istration to supply their table. 

Therefore, these seven men were 

called to “serve tables”—to put 

food on the tables of widows, daily. 

I agree with the brother at the 

former meeting when he said that 

the Scriptural duty of the deacons 

in “serving tables” is not just to 

take care of serving at communion 

time. 

The church held all things com-

mon in those days. Serving tables 

came to mean not only supplying 

the widows’ tables but the distri-

bution of the charities of the 

church. In order to discover—or 

uncover—need, it became the re-

sponsibility of the deacons to 

“visit” the church members, inves-

tigating for possible needs. New 

Testament Greek word for 

“visit” (“e-pisk-epto-mai”) means 

“to check, to inspect (in-look), to 

look out for, and, as a result, to 

offer relief.” It implies “to go in 

order to see” with the purpose of 

“relieving” need—in this case the 

“daily ministration” of the widows’ 

tables and other needy people 

within and outside the church 

community. 

Historically the Brethren have 

used the word “deacon” and “visit 

brother” interchangeably. “Visit 

brethren” were not called to a sim-

ple social visit, chit-chat, and 

passing the time of day. I would 

like to suggest that RELIEF is one 

of the greatest strengths of the 

“visit brethren.” 

 Unfortunately, the visit eventu-

ally devolved into a visit sent to 

those who had not followed proper 

church order. Understand me, 

there is a need to investigate any 

need, to attend to any distress of 

members, including those who 

have fallen into habits detrimental 

to the salvation of their souls or 

whose life may be a reproach upon 

the Body of Christ. I fear that this 

has become a negative perception 

of the deacons’ visit. This is, in my 

opinion, unfortunate and has con-

tributed to this “disconnect” which 

we are trying to address. 

Taking a doctrinal approach, it 

is my intention to expand on what 

was said in your earlier meeting. 

The Greek words “diakoneo,” 

“diakonia,” and “diakonos” have 

the meaning of service in a deeper 

sense than we usually understand 

from the English. I believe it 

Scriptural to distinguish between 

the office of those who “labor in 

the Word and doctrine” (preachers 

and elders) and those who “serve 

February, 2018 
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in the ministration” (deacons). I 

believe it is proper to call these 

servants “visit brethren.” In this 

way the deacon body may be able 

to reconnect with needs within the 

church and without—maybe even 

those of us who do not realize that 

we have a need. 

It seems to me necessary to ad-

dress the office of deaconess with 

the office of deacon. In doing so I 

would like to relate a personal ex-

perience with the deacon’s visit 

which speaks to me of the connect-

edness of the visit brethren—and 

sisters. During the end-of-life ill-

ness of my late wife, one of our 

deacons and his wife paid us a 

deacon’s visit. We had already 

been well supplied with food, 

cards, and encourage-

ment, but this was to 

see if there were 

a n y  o t h e r 

needs. During 

the visit our 

deacon broth-

er said, “We 

want to pray 

for you.” As we 

knelt, he prayed 

for needs of the 

sick bed. And then his 

wife followed in prayer. I 

want to emphasize that a sister’s 

prayer can sometimes reach a sis-

ter much more effectively than the 

prayer of any brother. This is a 

powerful truth! 

In Romans 16:1 we read, “I com-

mend unto you Phebe our sister, 

which is a servant (diakonos dee-

ak’-on-os) of the church which is at 

Cenchrea…” Before the language 

change in our church in the mid 

1800s the Brethren read Romans 

16:1 in German: “…unsere 

Schwester Phöbe, welche ist im 

Dienste  der Gemeinde zu 

Kenchreä.” (“Our sister Phebe, 

which is a (feminine) servant of 

the congregation in Cenchrea…”) 

Dienste is the German feminine 

form of “diakonea.” In both the 

Greek and German Sister Phebe is 

addressed in the same manner as 

you deacon brethren—she in the 

feminine and you brethren in the 

masculine gender. 

That the Brethren recognize the 

office of deaconess is shown by our 

practice. When we call a deacon to 

the office of deacon, we state in 

The Testimony “Brother (his 

name) has been called to 

the office of deacon 

and installed with 

his wife (her 

name).” Hus-

band and wife 

are called 

t o g e t h e r . 

Should her 

husband die, 

even if she 

should move to 

another congregation, 

this deacon sister continues 

to take her place and responsibili-

ties with the rest of the deaconess-

es, continuing to serve in her office 

as long as she lives. 

Henry Kurtz (1796–1874), an 

elder in the church in the 1800s 

had some interesting comments on 

the office of deacon among the 

brethren. Kurtz printed a 

“Brethren’s Encyclopedia” in which 

REACHING THE DISCONNECTED 

I would like to  

suggest that  

RELIEF is one of 

the great strengths 

of the “visit  

Brethren.” 
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he included commentary on various 

doctrinal subjects. While the bish-

op or overseer is considered by 

Kurtz to be the right eye of the 

church and with the other minis-

ters the mouth of the church, Kurtz 

considers the deacons as serving as 

the right EAR of the church, listen-

ing to the poor, sick, and otherwise 

distressed members and others. He 

speaks of the deacon as the right 

HAND of the church distributing 

the charities of the church to the 

poor. But then Kurtz goes into 

some detail speaking of a higher 

duty of the deacon—to assure the 

preservation of peace and union in 

the church. For those interested in 

this heritage presented in God’s 

Word and preserved by the Breth-

ren, Kurtz’s commentary is worth 

reading. His commentary on this 

subject can be found in “The Breth-

ren’s Encyclopedia” published by 

Henry Kurtz in 1867, pages 65–67. 

     Selected by, 

Duane Bayer 
 

 
 
 

MEDITATIONS ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 

God’s Plan For Salvation 

 God’s plan to save man was in 

effect long before the book of Ro-

mans, or any book of the Bible, 

was written. It even predates crea-

tion. To man, with his tendency 

toward impatience and self-

reliance, this plan took way too 

long with men adding their own 

ways to “help” God. After Creation 

and the Fall, God used four thou-

sand years to bring His plan to 

completion. He used that length of 

time to show how it could not be 

accomplished by man. 

The book of Romans, among the 

books of the New Testament, con-

tains the most complete explana-

tion of God’s plan to save man 

from sin and death. Not every de-

tail of the plan is included in this  

one book, so we can’t neglect other 

Scripture. This is a brief summary 

of how Paul explains salvation to  

the Roman brethren. As you read 

Romans and compare it to other 

Scripture, you may wonder about 

the chronology presented here. I’ll 

leave that for you to decide.  

We must remember that Paul is 

writing to believers: those who 

have already accepted that  

Jesus is Messiah, that He died for 

them, and rose again. The founda-

tional principles of salvation have  

already been embraced and these 

believers are walking in faith. Cer-

tain of these foundational princi-

ples are only mentioned briefly. 

Whether this is because of their 

prior understanding of these prin-

ciples or the relative importance of 

the principles themselves, we’ll 

leave to your study. This is a gen-

eral overview of God’s plan; we’ll 

try to discuss specific parts in 

more detail in other essays.  

At the end of his greeting, Paul 

lays the foundation of his thesis by 

saying the gospel of Christ is  

the power of God unto salvation, 

it’s for everyone, Jew and Gentile, 

and our faith in Christ is the key  

February, 2018 
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(Rom. 1:16–17). He also lets us 

know that everyone has internal 

and external testimony of God, and 

we are responsible for how we deal 

with that knowledge (1:18–20). 

With the comment of universal 

knowledge and responsibility, 

Paul starts in on universal failure.  

By the time he finishes in chap-

ter 3:19, he has proven everyone 

guilty—no exception! Everyone is 

in dire need of salvation of some 

sort. We can also look at 4000 

years of history before Christ as 

proof that we can’t rise above this 

condemnation on our own, wheth-

er it is by listening to a God-given 

conscience (1:19) or by keeping a 

God-given law (3:19–20). Many 

have even tried to establish their 

own morality which they then im-

posed on others; morality which 

even they couldn’t keep (2:1–3). Do 

you know of any sin, specific or 

general, of which man is capable, 

that Paul doesn’t address or imply 

in these few chapters? 

Unfortunately, there is a law, or 

principle, at work which com-

pounds the problem; “the law of sin 

which is in my members” (7:23). 

No matter how hard man tries, by 

his own strength, to do good, he 

will fail. That law went into effect 

when man sold out to Satan in the 

Garden of Eden. Thus, in Adam, 

we are all sinners, and sin has con-

trol of our members (5:18–21; 7:14, 

18). This leads to another law, the 

law of sin and death (6:23; 8:2). 

“The soul that sinneth, it shall 

die” (Ezek. 18:4, 20). Also see Ro-

mans 5:12–21. 

Just at the point of Paul’s dis-

course when things can’t get any 

worse, when our guilt has been  

established beyond any doubt, the 

means for eradicating the guilt is 

still shrouded in mystery, and 

there is every reason for spiritual 

discouragement, the light of the 

gospel suddenly bursts forth. Je-

sus Christ, God in flesh, clearly 

explained this gospel. This mys-

tery as Paul calls it, is good news 

to anyone who would hear. He not 

only explained, he demonstrated 

the proof with power. Now God, in 

His grace, justifies the ungodly, 

based on their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Not by listening to con-

science, which didn’t work; not by 

keeping law, at which no one was 

successful; but by faith in Jesus 

Christ (3:21–26; 4:23–25). Just as 

abruptly as Paul launched into the 

discussion of failure, he now 

launches into a discussion of  

justification by faith. Just as sure-

ly as God pronounced judgment on 

sin, He just as surely pronounces 

salvation on those who accept the 

culmination of His plan. This is 

not a series of actions on our part, 

it is simply a changed heart, an 

acceptance by faith. 

Do we realize the completeness 

of this change? We are new crea-

tures! (II Cor. 5:17) And we must  

be careful; it’s easy to take this too 

lightly and not realize the full im-

pact this should have on our lives.  

Can you imagine how refreshing 

that must have been to those who 

were able to receive it? 

After generations of struggle to 

become, and remain, “good” by 

their own efforts, suddenly it be-

MEDITATIONS ON THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
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came clear that men were “good” 

based on their faith. Suddenly, 

they were no longer doing good 

works to become righteous, but 

doing good works because they are 

righteous! Suddenly, there was 

freedom from the law which clearly 

defined sin but could do nothing to 

save from that sin. Suddenly, there 

was an antidote for the “law of sin 

and death”—the “law of the Spirit 

of life in Christ Jesus” (8:2). 

We could say this “suddenness,” 

this abrupt change, had a down-

side; it caught the Jews by sur-

prise and they couldn’t receive it. 

But, really, if they hadn’t been so 

caught up in themselves and their 

understanding of truth, they could 

have embraced the same law and 

prophets that Paul did in his argu-

ments for the truth in Christ Je-

sus. They had the same opportuni-

ty to understand the faith, rather 

than works, principle. 

Salvation is just as simple as 

Paul makes it sound in these vers-

es from chapter 3:20 through 5:2.  

We are saved/justified by our 

faith in Christ Jesus, and a thor-

ough study of other books of 

what’s required for salvation will 

yield the same result: salvation is 

by faith in the finished work of 

Christ Jesus. For instance, Paul 

tells Timothy, in I Timothy 2:4, 

“[God] will have all men to be 

saved, and to come unto the 

knowledge of the truth.” Notice 

the order of the action. And in 

Ephesians 2:8 Paul repeats, “…we 

are saved by grace through 

faith…” Multiple Scriptures speak 

of being saved by our faith. I 

would suggest this is speaking of 

“initial” salvation—what’s neces-

sary to begin our relationship with 

God in Christ Jesus. Other Scrip-

tures speak of baptism, hope, en-

durance, etc. as qualifiers for sal-

vation. I would further suggest 

that some of these speak of main-

taining our salvation. These 4,000 

years of failure were necessary so 

we would believe Him when He 

said it would have to be by grace 

through faith (Rom. 4:16). Still, 

our western, self-sufficient, “you 

get what you work for” mindset 

hinders our full uninhibited ac-

ceptance of 

God’s plan 

of salva-

tion.  

M a n y 

h a v e 

abused this 

truth and 

e m b r a c e d 

error. See-

ing how 

others have 

erroneously 

applied this 

s i m p l e 

truth has 

made some of us over react. We 

see these errors too often, fear 

that we, individually or collective-

ly, will succumb to them, and 

search for a means to prevent our 

falling into error. We must not 

refute error by swinging the pro-

verbial “pendulum” in the oppo-

site direction or establishing any-

thing to “shore up” truth. We 

must be careful that we don’t 

counter one error with another, 

Justification 

is immediate 

and complete 

while sancti-

fication is a 

process that 

should begin  

immediately 

upon our  

salvation. 
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but only with Truth. One common 

error in Christianity today is the 

tendency to stop at justification 

and not go on to sanctification. 

Many have a good grip on justifi-

cation but then live lives aside 

from biblical Truth. This may well 

be due to another error which 

teaches that one cannot fall from 

their salvation. The challenge is 

to not change or complicate the 

simplicity of God’s plan. 

This brings us to the next step 

in God’s plan to save man: sancti-

fication. Sanctification must follow 

justification. Justification is imme-

diate and complete while sanctifi-

cation is a process that should 

begin immediately upon our salva-

tion. I would suggest that some 

things we have thought of as nec-

essary for initial salvation are re-

ally part of our sanctification. As 

stated earlier, this does not mini-

mize their importance; they simp-

ly find their place in a different 

part of our overall walk toward 

our final salvation. 

Paul develops the argument of 

justification by faith through grace 

to the end of chapter 5 where he 

says this grace can now reign be-

cause we are justified, or made 

righteous. Now he begins speaking 

of what our life should look like: 

our holy living, our sanctification. 

But here again, the power to main-

tain this holy life is not from with-

in ourselves. It originates with the 

power of God, His Holy Spirit with-

in us. Chapter 8 is very plain that 

we still have a choice to walk in 

the flesh or in the Spirit. The one 

culminates in death, the other in 

life. Even having been justified, if 

we stop at that, we are in danger. 

The truths of chapter 8 are rein-

forced by Hebrews 12:14 where the 

writer says “follow peace with all 

men, and holiness, (or sanctifica-

tion—same word), without which 

no man shall see the Lord.” 

It’s been taught that salvation is 

in three tenses; past, present, and 

future. I would explain it this  

way: past salvation, our justifica-

tion, is when we make a conscious 

decision and declaration of our 

faith in Christ Jesus; present sal-

vation is our everyday walk of 

sanctification and knowing we are 

walking in the present truth (Phil. 

3:l6); future and final salvation, 

our glorification, is realized on our 

entrance into heaven. 

Another way to study God’s plan 

of salvation, and this is a study of 

its own, is to think of it as a  

series of promises. Beginning with 

our original parents, God has giv-

en man hope by giving him prom-

ises. From time to time little glim-

mers of Light would be added to 

that already given. God added 

promise to promise so those who 

were interested could have peace 

and understand more of the mys-

tery. Some promises were accom-

panied by covenants which may 

have increased their importance, 

but all were evidences of God’s 

grace, from His heart of love, ra-

ther than being results of man’s 

performance. Most notable, in my 

mind, is God’s promise and accom-

panying covenant to Abraham of 

the coming Messiah. Granted, God 

then gave a law that demanded 
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performance, but that was an in-

terim measure (which is  

another subject of its own) be-

tween the giving of the promise 

and its fulfillment (Gen. 15; Rom. 

4:9–25; Gal. 3:1–29). Today, since 

Christ, we are living in the fulfill-

ment of many of the promises. We 

have the vantage point of history 

to understand how the promises 

come together in one person, Je-

sus Christ.  

We cannot overstate the im-

portance of faith for the men of 

other ages to grasp and hold the  

promises. We can only imagine 

the faith needed to accompany 

the limited Light they had. Even 

today man has trouble walking by 

faith; he feels that he needs sight 

to know where he is headed. 

Faith in the promise, rather than 

knowing ahead how it will work 

out, is God’s way.  

I’ve mentioned the millennia of 

failure. It didn’t need to be that 

way. Granted, the plan was 

shrouded in mystery and the 

known details were vague, but 

men of faith understood and were 

called righteous. What they had 

in common was that they be-

lieved, and acted within, the 

Light they were given. For exam-

ple, review Job’s relationship 

with God. For some reason Job 

believed God. He was a man of 

faith, and lived in whatever un-

derstanding he had been given.  

God’s plan of salvation is really 

quite simple. I sometimes wonder 

if the amount of time taken to 

bring it to fulfillment makes us 

think, even subconsciously, that 

we need to help in some way. The  

challenge is to accept it 

(justification) and live it 

(sanctification) without adding to 

or taking away.  

Don Bayer 

 

 

 

 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 

To Brethren and Plain People 

in general, we find nothing 

strange about greeting one anoth-

er with a kiss—the Bible says to 

do it, and so we do it.  In fact, the 

current statement of belief on our 

website publicly states that “The 

holy kiss is to be practiced as an 

expression of Christian love and 

commitment among the believers, 

brother with brother, and sister 

with sister.  Rom. 16:16; I Cor. 

16:20; II Cor. 13:12; I Thess. 

5:26; I Peter 5:14.”  But to the 

world around us, especially here 

in the United States, with its 

many forms of immorality and 

alternate lifestyles growing bold-

er and more visible every year, 

such an idea is repulsive to many 

others.   

 This is the world in which we 

live, and in which our children 

must choose to reject or continue 

to keep the biblical practices 

which we keep and which our 

own parents once taught us.  

However, in order to retain some-

thing, a generation must under-

stand that which they have (or 

do), or it will first become tradi-

tion, then dead form, and eventu-

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2016.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%2016.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Cor%2016.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Cor%2013.12
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Thess%205.26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Thess%205.26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%205.14
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ally be cast away as being of little 

or no value.  “That which is not 

loved and taught will be lost.”   

Some of these practices included 

immersion baptism, communion, 

lovefeasts, literally washing feet, 

anointing with oil, nonresistance, 

nonswearing, nonconformity, the 

Christian woman’s headship veil, 

and the Holy Kiss. As we look spe-

cifically at the Christian saluta-

tion, we are faced with the ques-

tions of whether our children will 

continue in these things. Have we 

passed on an understanding and 

an appreciation to the point that 

they will keep them, or has our 

gift been only the form thereof? 

The majority of professing 

Christianity today teaches that 

most of these forms were merely 

“cultural” expressions for Bible 

times; the suggestion is usually 

given that greeting one another 

with a kiss was derived from the 

influence of earlier cultures, such 

as oriental, Jewish, and others.  

The majority of Bible commen-

taries make similar suggestions, 

and things that were written for 

us in the Scriptures continue to 

give way instead to the prefer-

ences of men.  We selectively 

choose to add or discard the com-

mands of the Bible to suit our 

preferences at our own peril. Do 

we desire to prove what is accepta-

ble unto the Lord (Eph. 5:10)?   

One other thought on whether 

the holy kiss might give way to a 

friendly handshake or a warm 

hug: these types of symbols will 

not stand out, no matter how gen-

uine our love or sincere our intent, 

for unbelievers engage in them as 

well; enemies occasionally shake 

hands, political opponents shake 

hands before debates or throw 

their arms around each other’s 

shoulder, and then they promptly 

ridicule and demean one another.  

The casual handshake and even 

warm hugs may be heartfelt, but 

the Scriptures specify the kiss as 

being “holy” (regardless of wheth-

er it be accompanied by a hand-

shake or an embrace), and it 

seems that our Lord intended 

more than what society associates 

with common forms of greeting. 

If the Bible teaches us to do 

something, do we or our children 

have any legitimate reason to ever 

be embarrassed by it?  Do we be-

come so culturally adapted that we 

use the world’s criteria to deter-

mine what makes us comfortable 

or uneasy, especially when the 

world knows so little of holiness?  

It is more to our own responsibil-

ity, as older brothers and sisters, 

to teach and engage in those 

things which we believe are Scrip-

tural practices than it is of our 

children and others coming.  Ulti-

mately, if we are uncomfortable 

with the Holy Kiss, or we don’t 

think that it is appropriate for 

Christians to use among them-

selves, we will eventually let it go, 

and it will not take long.  And even 

if we continue in it, but remain 

uncomfortable or even unconvicted 

of it, our children will never learn 

to appreciate it, much less contin-

ue to practice it.  When we look at 

our lives in this area, we need to 

ask again: are we called to prove 
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what is acceptable to ourselves, or 

to our Heavenly Father? 

Five different New Testament 

Scriptures explicitly command 

Christians to greet one another 

with the Salutation: these are Ro-

mans 16:16, I Corinthians 16:20, 

II Corinthians 13:20, I Thessaloni-

ans 5:26, and I Peter 5:14. The 

Salutation is referred to as both a 

“kiss of charity” (or love) and as a 

“holy kiss”; as Christian men and 

women, we are commanded to uti-

lize the Salutation to “greet one 

another” and to “greet all the 

brethren.”  There are four words 

(or concepts) within these com-

mands that I would like to consid-

er briefly: Salute, One Another, 

Holy, and Kiss. 

SALUTE (or greet) comes from 

the Greek word aspazomai 

(Strong’s G782) meaning to enfold 

in the arms, to salute, to welcome, 

to embrace, or to greet; to pay re-

spect to or to give honor to; a ges-

ture of love. 

ONE ANOTHER — the Holy 

Kiss is for members of Christ’s 

body.  We need to remember that 

it is not only a salutation, but a 

holy greeting and an outpouring of 

love in our hearts for our brothers 

and sisters.  One commentary 

which we read said: “The word 

‘holy’ guards against misconcep-

tions. Bestowing a kiss upon a 

brow or cheek as a sign of friendly 

accord, affection and honor dates 

very far back among Oriental peo-

ple.” Another speaks more specifi-

cally to our context: “The use of the 

word holy here serves to denote 

that Paul intended it as an expres-

sion of Christian affection; and to 

guard against all improper famili-

arity and scandal.” 

 HOLY comes from the Greek 

word hagios (Strong’s G40), mean-

ing something sacred (physically 

pure, morally blameless or reli-

gious, ceremonially, consecrated).  

So what makes a kiss holy? A pure 

heart filled with unfeigned love of 

the breth-

ren. A holy 

kiss will 

come from 

men and 

w o m e n 

w h o s e 

hearts are 

right with 

God, who 

are walking 

in the light, and who genuinely 

desire your fellowship.   

A holy kiss comes from a heart 

that honestly cares about your 

walk with God.  Judas feigned a 

kiss of charity with Jesus at Geth-

semane, but it was simply a dead 

form.  If there is not a sanctified 

and pure heart behind the Holy 

Kiss, it is just an empty gesture, 

but when a brother or sister is Ho-

ly (hagios), they are set apart and 

different from the world. They are 

consecrated, and their kiss will be 

different from the world’s greeting.  

One other aspect that makes 

the kiss holy.  At the first, the ear-

ly Church was comprised mostly of 

Jews, new believers who were 
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made outcasts by their biological 

families.  To them, the spiritual 

kinship became very dear and was 

manifested with what came to be 

called a holy kiss.  Do you appreci-

ate your spiritual family?   

KISS comes from the Greek 

word philema (Strongs G5370), 

simply meaning “to kiss.”   

We ought to be honest enough to 

admit that some people, for what-

ever reason, are not always com-

fortable kissing other people, but 

whether it be cultural influence, 

personal distaste, or something 

else, we may wrestle with the Lord 

and the same answer will continue 

to return to us time and again: 

Greet one another with an holy 

kiss!  We are not told, “Salute one 

another with an holy handshake.” 

Nor does it say, “Greet ye one an-

other with a hearty bear hug”!  If 

we believe the Scriptures to be 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, then 

we must recognize that He has 

made no mistake, and certainly 

not five times in Scripture.   

The word “philema” has the 

s a m e  r o o t  w o r d  a s 

“phileo” (affectionate love); in oth-

er words, “kiss each other affec-

tionately as a holy expression of 

your love.” Peter said, “Greet ye 

one another with a kiss of chari-

ty” (I Pet. 5:14); if my heart has 

been washed by the blood of Jesus 

and your heart has been too, then 

we each have love toward Jesus 

and toward each other, for He is 

our common bond. “Seeing ye have 

purified your souls in obeying the 

truth through the Spirit unto un-

feigned love of the brethren, see 

that ye love one another with a 

pure heart fervently” (I Pet. 1:22). 

A pure heart is behind the holy 

kiss! 

One slogan says that “Grace is a 

great equalizer,” and this is true. 

Every one of us is a sinner made 

holy through the grace of a loving 

Father, and each of us have been 

washed by the blood shed on Cal-

vary.  Similarly, a Holy Kiss 

brings every brother and sister to 

the same level.  Old and young, 

rich and the poor, employer and 

employee, we meet as family on 

level ground, sharing our hearts 

through the philema—a kiss of 

charity. 

But is it still relevant?  Really, 

how do we determine what we 

should do?  There are four primary 

rules of Scripture interpretation: 

statement, command, example, 

and necessary inference.  A state-

ment is when something is clearly 

stated in Scripture, a command is 

where something is clearly com-

manded by Scripture, an example 

is when we have a clear cut exam-

ple of how the Apostles and the 

early Church practiced it, and 

“necessary inference” refers to 

when the sense of a command is 

necessarily implied or inferred by 

the context of the passages.  Still, it 

doesn’t take all four of these for us 

to understand that the teaching is 

not optional, so I invite you to join 

me to look briefly at these factors. 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 
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1. Statement and Command  

A command is not something 

optional, but a clearly defined di-

rective.  Take Ephesians 5:25 as 

an example: “Husbands, love your 

wives, even as Christ also loved the 

church, and gave himself for it.”  

No one would suggest we should 

love our wives only if we want to—

we know this to be both the duty 

and the essence of being a spiritu-

al leader, and we ought to obey 

gladly.  But if there is any ques-

tion in our mind, within the five 

key passages addressing the 

Christian salutation, we 

clearly find Statement 

and Command. 

2. Example 

The founda-

tion of the Holy 

Kiss is love, 

and Luke 15:20 

gives us an ex-

ample in the ac-

tions of the father 

of the prodigal son: 

“When he was yet a great 

way off, his father saw him, and 

had compassion, and ran, and fell 

on his neck, and kissed him.”  Acts 

20:37 shows another example, for 

the elders at Ephesus, who came 

out to meet Paul at Miletus, “all 

wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, 

and kissed him” when they 

learned they would not see him 

again. 

3. Necessary Inference  

Luke 7:36–39 and 44–46 tells of 

a woman who washed Jesus’ feet 

with her tears, wiped them with 

her hair, and anointed Him with 

precious ointment. After Simon 

was critical of her, Jesus not only 

approved of the woman’s actions, 

but He reminded Simon that He 

had not even kissed Him. Do we 

honor our brothers and sisters as 

children of the King?  It can be 

inferred from this little story that 

a kiss was both appropriate and 

also expected for honored guests.  

As we read the Scriptures in 

their simplicity, the conclusion can 

be reached that the Holy Kiss is 

indeed both relevant and binding 

today for God’s people.  

There is nothing 

wrong with a 

handshake or a 

hug, but a 

kiss (at 

least) is 

what is ac-

ceptable to 

Jesus, and 

His Word com-

mands it wheth-

er we are comforta-

ble with it or not.  God 

will grant us grace to obey His 

commands, and grace to overcome 

our inhibitions, or even personal 

discomforts, and I believe we will 

continue to be blessed in it. 

How often do we wonder what 

people will think of us?  Perhaps 

this worry is an indication that we 

need to die more to self and focus 

more on God’s reputation rather 

than our own.  Certainly, people 

are watching, and each of us has a 

Christian testimony to uphold, 

giving God glory in everything we 
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do.  When we consider this idea of 

a Holy Kiss being practiced among 

an ungodly culture, it is the man-

ner in which we consistently live 

our lives and in which we walk 

before men that will send the 

right message.  In our day, there 

is a danger of physical signs of 

affection being misunderstood, 

even including the Holy Kiss, but 

if practiced with sensible discre-

tion, a loving embrace and an Ho-

ly Kiss which reflects genuine, 

heartfelt love between Christians 

should never be rejected simply 

because of those possible misun-

derstandings. 

Encourage your brothers and 

sisters, especially those who are 

younger.  We have been consider-

ing something much, much more 

important than a cultural tradi-

tion—the salutation is a beautiful 

Scriptural practice worth sharing 

with every brother and sister in 

the family of God.  We have been 

blessed to worship where the ordi-

nances of the Scriptures are ob-

served in their simplicity.  Let us 

encourage each one to overcome 

any inhibitions or fears we may 

have, and to strive for hearts that 

are pure and holy.  Continue to 

greet one another in a biblical 

fashion, with a Holy Kiss, and let 

us continue to prove what is that 

good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of our Lord. 

Greet all the brethren with a 

holy kiss, 

Christian Filbrun 

 

 

 A CALL TO  

BROTHERHOOD  
Brian Malingowski 

The teachings of the Anabap-
tists were very much a foreign 
concept to us for the majority of 
our lives. My wife and I had lived 
in an environment which was in-
fluenced heavily by generations of 
Protestant teachings. These ideas 
had impacted the standards that 
were well ingrained in our lives. 
How could we successfully adopt 
the unique Anabaptist teachings, 
and furthermore, expect to thrive 
as members in such a radically 
different church? How would we 
make such life-changing transi-
tions?  

We had struggles and misunder-
standings while in our former 
church, which prompted us to look 
elsewhere for something to match 
our Christian ideals. Some of 
these struggles included the fol-
lowing: Biblical commands taken 
as mere suggestions, the indiffer-
ent attitudes toward modesty of 
dress, and women in positions of 
authority contrary to the teach-
ings of Scripture. Also, we did not 
agree with separating the children 
from their parents during church 
services. We had a vision for our 
boys. Looking toward the future, 
we saw that our prior church set-
ting did not challenge the youth 
(with biblical Truth), instead they 
were left to be mainly influenced 
by the popular culture of their 
day. We wanted to move on, but 
where? Was there anyone who be-
lieved like us and lived a separat-
ed life in  the 21st century?! These 
were some of the real-life con-
flicts that set our hearts 
searching.  

A CALL TO BROTHERHOOD 
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We believe that because of our 

open hearts, God began answering 

our cry for direction. However, 

each answer seemed to challenge 

another point of the belief system 

which we had already developed. 

We began seeking God anew. Each 

stepping stone we walked on, be-

gan building a new foundation for 

us, answering our heart’s cry for 

deeper truth and practical, fruitful 

Christian living. 
God used friends from our past, 

with similar backgrounds, who 
happened to come into Anabaptist 
circles several years before we did. 
It was through their invitation to 
a Couples’ Night in March of 2011 
that we were first introduced to 
anything Anabaptist—even the 
name. Listening to the testimo-
nies of couples that night, we saw 
the vision and goals of these peo-
ple around us, allowing us a 
glimpse into their Anabaptist 
world. Since we came from a 
Protestant background we cannot 
express the acceptance we felt 
that first night. It was so con-
trastingly different in many obvi-
ous ways. At that time, we didn’t 
know God would settle us at this 
very church—a church body to call 
home and family. 

After this first encounter, we 
were impressed with how these 
couples sought God to order their 
lives. We began attending the 
church to see for ourselves how 
they truly lived. Did they live out 
what they preached and believed? 
Was it even possible? By October 
(eight months later), God clearly 
marked our exit from our prior 
church, although time would still 
be essential to completely make 

such a radical change. For me, a 
new understanding about being 
the godly leader of our home put 
many of these responsibilities on 
my shoulders. As we sought to 
make changes, the church did not 
force us into a mold. Rather, God’s 
Spirit spoke to us through many 
people at church, breaking down 
our defenses to some of these more 
challenging applications of biblical 
principles.  

The differences we first ob-
served were quite different. The 
head coverings of the sisters, men 
and women sitting on separate 
sides of the sanctuary, the joy of  
large families, and singing 
a cappella hymns were all deeply 

refreshing. We had never experi-
enced this level of conservative 
Christianity. To have called our-
selves conservative before almost 
seems humorous now, if not for 
the seriousness of it. In our previ-
ous church, we were told by a pas-
tor that we wouldn’t find a church  
outside of the Amish that would fit 
our conservative viewpoints. 
Thankfully, we had occasionally 
been attending this Anabaptist 
church, making the road ahead  
less confusing. This challenged our 
motives and reasons for daily liv-

February, 2018 

The differences we first 

observed…The head 

coverings of the sis-

ters…the joy of large 

families, and singing 

a cappella hymns were 

all deeply refreshing. 



19 

ing, as we set out to find the 
church that God had for us.  

The church families became a 
sounding board for us as we made 
many difficult changes. We talked 
our way through each area of doc-
trine, some quite unfamiliar to us. 
Some of the harder doctrines for 
me were non-resistance, the head 
covering, and the two-Kingdom 
theology. I knew that allowing my 
wife to wear a covering would 
mark my acceptance of these 
changes. We read many books, 
listened to sermons, spent count-
less hours visiting, and observing 
church families while building 
relationships working side by side 
with them. Consuming our con-
versations, these topics made 
things like non-resistance come 
alive as biblical heart issues, not 
just an Anabaptist teaching. As 
important as it was for us to dis-
cuss these things, we also now 
realize that it would have been 
wise to use carefulness when dis-
cussing personal struggles regard-
ing doctrinal differences. Care 
needs to be taken in order to not 
derail the beliefs of a youth or 
someone who may be struggling 
with a specific issue. We need to 
be aware how easily our question-
ing can be taken wrongly by 
young believers or by those who 
are weak in the faith. Choosing 
when and how to discuss differ-
ences is important. 

As seekers turn to the Anabap-
tist theology and way of life, one 
concern the church has is that of 
protecting their established appli-
cations of biblical doctrines. One 
way our church has done this is 
through frequent Bible studies on 
its “Confession of Faith and Prac-

tice.” This strengthens and solidi-
fies biblical truths for those like 
us coming in with different views 
and it aids in protecting the 
church’s direction and values. 
During our time of seeking and 
searching, the leadership of our 
church wisely kept us accountable 
and biblically challenged. They 
asked the hard questions in loving 
kindness. At a certain point, we 
were forming closer friendships 
within the church without being 
at a place of commitment to the 
church. It was then that the 
church leaders helped us to see 
that a clearer decision was neces-
sary from us. Where were we 
headed? Were we accepting the 
direction of the church? If not, we 
were encouraged to move on to 
another church for our family’s 
sake as well as the sake of the 
church. As we considered these 
questions the families continued 
to show their support, all the 
while remaining faithful to their 
standards, yet without judging us. 
Overall, we realize the church 
leaders must seek the Lord to 
know the hearts of those who are 
searching. Even when we were 
facing struggles to understand 
and found it difficult to submit on 
certain points, God was still at 
work drawing our hearts toward 
becoming one with this new, yet 
not so new, way of doing church.  

Another thing the church did a 

few years ago was to have the par-

ents of each family (who were 

members) share their testimonies 

with the congregation during  

our devotional time on Sunday 

mornings. The very people you 

thought would have an entirely 
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different set of struggles since 

they came from very opposite 

backgrounds, actually shared 

many similar struggles. Hearing 

how they blazed their path in life, 

such as those who left various and 

diverse backgrounds, proved we 

did not struggle alone with the 

challenges we faced by leaving our 

past behind. 

We rejoice now as we consider 

God’s perfect timing for our fami-

ly. At the onset of changes, our 

three boys, ages eight, five, and 

three, willingly accepted our lead. 

With similarities such as being 

home schooled, not having the in-

fluences from television, and en-

joying singing and Bible reading 

at home, they were easily walked 

into this new setting. A joy we now 

anticipate for our children is that 

they will not need to face the same 

struggles we faced. To grow up in 

an environment where you are 

saturated with the Word of God 

from an early age thrills our soul. 

Of course, dangers may still ap-

pear if our relationship with 

Christ becomes only tradition or 

just head knowledge, and not be-

coming heart reality. 

Re-evaluating 42 years of life 

majorly challenged my core belief 

system. Giving up my “rights” to 

protect our family at all costs, not 

voting, having no government in-

volvement, turning my back on my 

willingness to serve in the mili-

tary, and not wearing a wedding 

ring, each one of these countered 

my whole understanding of Chris-

tianity. My wife had the challenge 

of learning biblical submission, 

and understanding where to draw 

new lines of separation from the 

world. After years of vanity and 

pride, the new focus was toward 

pleasing God rather than self. 

How to dress modestly without 

fashion, wearing a head covering 

in a way that pleases God, and 

simplifying her home environment 

have all become a reality because 

of the Holy Spirit. 

One great change came the day 

I gave my wife approval to start 

wearing a veil to cover her hair. I 

realized that this one act repre-

sented not only her submission to 

God and the headship order, but 

ultimately my submission to God’s 

will. However, as we kept moving 

forward prior doubts and struggles 

began lessening on this once long, 

arduous journey. I wrestled with 

God as Jacob wrestled with the 

angel, and of course I lost misera-

bly! My will was now under God’s 

control. My wife faced the inner 

conflict of needing to practice non-

resistance as she heeded the coun-

sel of others to not run ahead of 

me while I sorted through the 

changes I would need to make. 

This was especially difficult since 

she was ready and convicted about 

some things before I was. As we 

accepted this method of moving 

forward, God began establishing 

His order in our home. 

Coming under the brotherhood 

in submission, openness, account-

ability, and blending together 

was another whole new concept. 
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Being accountable one to another 

and caring for each other’s needs 

contrasted with the individualis-

tic church life we had previously 

experienced. We had been en-

couraged by our previous church 

to lean heavily on our own abili-

ties, on insurances, and on other 

government funding. This lean-

ing on ourselves and the world 

brought disunity in the church, 

and many did not want others to 

interfere with the decisions they 

made. On the other hand, the 

brotherhood method requires uni-

ty in making decisions as a group 

and not doing just as each one 

pleases. In this way, speaking 

into the lives of the brethren is 

accepted and met with less re-

sistance. When a brother has a 

personal need, others rise to the 

occasion to help. Therefore, no 

one carries his burden alone. 

Now, living under a brotherhood, 

we recognize the blessings we 

have received. 

Through the blending of many 

cultures the church is strength-

ened. Each one’s perspective, and 

experience speaks into the lives 

of others. This unity created by 

various backgrounds allows each 

one to help safeguard the church 

from ungodly influences. Those 

coming from Anabaptist roots 

carry on the standards of past 

generations and those added in 

from non-Anabaptist settings de-

sire to see the church avoid head-

ing toward the world which they 

left behind. Is it easy to mesh in 

this way? The answer is “No.” Is 

it possible? The answer is “Yes!” 

With Christ all things are possi-

ble. Coming from multiple walks 

of life we can provide insight to 

keep each other from abandoning 

God’s Truth. Thus, leaving the 

world behind and keeping the 

church from pursuing it, a bal-

ance is achieved through accept-

ing each other’s experiences as 

we seek unity in practical biblical 

living. 

With six years now behind us, 

there is much that is still left un-

written as we have made our tran-

sition into the Anabaptist faith. 

We have now lain a very different 

foundation for our children than 

when our family first began. Bap-

tisms have recently taken place 

for our oldest two boys, testifying 

to their own faith in Christ. I en-

joy leading a prayer group and my 

wife is busy with five boys, as a 

keeper at home. We thank God for 

clearly showing us His direction 

and daily giving us a fresh under-

standing of biblical living. There is 

no turning back, just following 

God’s leading forward! We are 

zealous about what we have found 

and are personally hanging on to 

it with tremendous gratefulness 

for God’s guidance! We are deeply 

burdened when we see others 

abandon it! 

Selected from  

The Heartbeat of the Remnant  

by the Editor 
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General Items 

NEW MEMBERS 

Dec. 31, 2017; Shenandoah, VA 

 Joel Jamison 

 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Feb. 10, 2018 .................... Pine Grove, FL 

Mar. 3, 2018 ................ Morning Star, OH 

Mar. 10, 2018 .......................... Dallas, OR 

Mar. 31, 2018 ....................... Modesto, CA 

Apr. 7, 2018 .............................. Salem, OH 

Apr. 7, 2018 .............. Cascade Valley, WA 

Apr. 14, 2018.................... Fair Haven, KS 

Apr. 14, 2018...................... Fall Creek, IN 

   (at the Beech Grove meeting house) 

Apr. 21, 2018......................... Caldwell, ID 

Apr. 21, 2018................. Sugar Grove, OH 

Apr. 28, 2018................... Bear Creek, OH 

Apr. 28, 2018.................. Cutler Ridge, IN 

Questions from the book of Job —  

1. Why would Satan come before the 

Lord to present himself? What busi-

ness had he there? (1:6) 

2. For what purpose would God 

bring Job to Satan’s attention? (1:8) 

3. Did God have in mind to put Job 

through this trial to test and purify 

Job? Or to show Satan something? 

4. Does Satan desire to have authority 

over our health too? (Luke 13:16) 

5. Are God and Satan having a 

dialogue about each of us as well? 

6. Are some of our testings a result? 

7. Is God even now continually re-

straining and limiting Satan? (1:12; 2:6) 

8. Job infers that there was some-

thing that he had always feared. 

What do you suppose this was? (3:25) 

9. God said Job was “perfect and 

upright.” Did Job have no faults? 

What is meant by this description? 

10. When we are victorious, is it 

then a victory for God as well? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Can’t wrap your mind about God? Let Him wrap His arms about you. 

An argument is often settled by giving your adversary a choice. 

By interpreting, one can prove almost anything one wants to. 

No one has control over the willing submission of another. 

Birthday celebrations are mentioned twice in the Bible. 

The Sun still shines behind the most troubled clouds. 

Freely you have received. Freely give. 

Once in grace, grow in grace. 
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poems 

CONTEMPLATION 

Oh God, 

The silence will not bear to break, 

But it must end if I may speak to you. 

How many tabernacles wilt Thou 

that I make 

To celebrate Thy thoughts that 

blind my view? 

So incomplete and vain and mis-

construed 

My clearest vision of Thy glory 

bright, 

Then come and overshadow with 

Thy truer light 

And all my self-made thoughts of 

Thee preclude. 

Transfigure, Lord my vision for 

Thy sake. 

Daniel Hess  

 
 

 

 

THE FATHER’S JOY  

With blithesome glee the Father 

loves,  

He brought forth His people with 

joy.  

With gladness He bestows His 

blessings  

All for us to enjoy.          
Psalm 105:43  

 

The Lord our God is with us,  

The Mighty One will save.  

He who spins with rapturous joy  

Quiets in His love engraved.     
Zeph. 3:17  

Can you hear the Father singing?  

Can you feel His deep love beside?  

As a bridegroom He rejoices  

As He looks upon His bride.   
Isaiah 62:5  

 

For His love, He gave His Son,  

Who, looking forward with calm 

delight,  

Endured the cross, despised the 

shame  

So we can fly from faith to sight. 
Heb. 12:2  

 

Gloria Wright 

 

 

 

IT TAKES SO LITTLE 

It takes so little to make us sad: 

Just a slighting word or a doubt-

ing sneer, 

Just a scornful smile on some lips 

held dear; 

And our footsteps lag, tho’ the 

goal seemed near, 

And we lose the courage and hope 

we had— 

So little it takes to make us sad. 

 

It takes so little to make us glad: 

Just a cheering clasp of a  friend-

ly hand, 

Just a word from one who can 

understand; 

And we finish the task we long 

had planned 

And we lose the doubt and the 

fear we had— 

So little it takes to make us glad. 

Author Unknown 
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TAKE HEED 

There once was a man who was young but grew old, 

And this is now the story of his, for you all told. 

This man did grow up in a Christian home 

But decided, for the present to leave Jesus alone. 

But one day he said, “Lord, come into my heart 

And I’ll try from thy precepts ne’er to depart. 

So right then and there he was saved by God’s grace, 

You ought to have seen the bright light on his face. 

Well, one day he married the girl of his dreams,  

He thought her so grand, He ’bout burst at the seams! 

Five children had they, All bright, sweet, and fair. 

And they taught them of Jesus with kind, loving care. 

But, thought the children, they don’t know what they say, 

They could simply not wait for to move far away. 

The poor parents grew old and grew also quite grey 

Their sorrow increasing with each passing day. 

One day his wife died, and he was so sad, 

If his children would come, it would not be so bad. 

His children came and went—for him they did not care, 

While he looked on in sadness and very deep despair.  

And so the man continued so very old to grow. 

And my, how very slowly the hours seemed to go.  

And thus one day he went with Jesus for to be, 

And now he stands a gazing upon the crystal sea.  

But what of all his children who were left on earth below? 

They still went not to Jesus who mercy still bestows. 

At the funeral there were people who stood upstage and talked 

Of the man’s meek, quiet nature, and how close to God he walked 

They spoke long of his kindness, his sweetness and his care, 

And of the great wisdom that came with his gray hair. 

His children, they did listen with tears falling so fast, 

They finally did realize the error they’d made at last.  

How wrong they then had been to their own father dear 

While he on the earth was with them so near. 

Oh, then how they repented and how they wept and cried, 

That they again could have him right there close by their side. 

God has given you parents with wisdom from above 

Don’t forget and ignore them, but treat them with your love.  

 
Sarah A. Lewis 
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BROVONT — Edis Ruth (Baker), 

of Rossville, Indiana, was born Au-

gust 19, 1936, in Quinter, Kansas, 

and passed to eternity, unexpectedly, 

on the morning of April 15, 2017, at 

Milner Community Health-Care.  

Just prior to moving, with her par-

ents, Fred S. and Edith (Wolf) Baker, 

to Indiana from Quinter, she received 

Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior, 

and was baptized, at age fifteen. She 

exhibited the joy of Jesus all her life, 

living as a member of North Fork 

OGBBC most of her life, then as a 

part of New Conference at Cutler 

Ridge, Indiana.  

She married George E. Brovont on 

April 14, 1954, and to this marriage 

were born five children: Sherrill Lu-

anne Boyd (husband Darrell), Doug-

las E. (wife Debbie), Lisa Lynne Bow-

man (husband Duane), Gwynne Ellen 

Peters (husband Randy), and Dean F. 

(wife Deanne).  

Like her mother, she was an excel-

lent homemaker, cook, and seam-

stress. Her unconditional love for 

everyone, her indomitable spirit, her 

cheerful disposition, her continual 

reliance on Jesus, is a gift and a com-

fort in all of our hearts, as she will be 

greatly missed.  

Mother was preceded in death by 

Dad in June 2013, and her brothers, 

Eldon and Carroll Baker. Left with 

fond memories are her 20 grandchil-

dren, 62 great-grandchildren; her 

sisters, Jean Flora (husband Dale), 

Jane Bennett, and Geraldine Yoder 

(husband Dean); sisters-in-law Betty 

Rose Baker, Dorothy Brovont, and 

Marjorie Stevens; and many other 

extended family members and dear 

friends. Mother’s life was defined well 

by these Scriptures:  

James 3:17—”But the wisdom that 

is from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, easy to be  

entreated, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without partiality, and without 

hypocrisy.”  

Proverbs 31:28—”Her children 

arise up, and call her blessed … “  

Funeral services were held on 

April 19, 2017, at the Cutler Ridge 

meetinghouse by the home Brethren, 

with burial in the North Fork ceme-

tery.  

The Family  

 

 

BENEDICT — Gladys V., daugh-

ter of Lee and Ada (Miller) Garber, 

was born on September 8, 1935, in 

Montgomery County, Ohio. She 

peacefully passed away November 24, 

2017, at her home in Darke County, 

Ohio, at the age of 82 years, 2 months 

and 16 days.  

She was baptized April 12, 1953, 

into the Old German Baptist Breth-

ren Church, in which she remained 

faithful.  

On January 8, 1956, she was united 

in marriage with Merle D. Benedict, 

who survives. They were called to the 

Deacon’s office on March 13, 1965.  

Daddy, along with family mem-

bers, and State of The Heart Hospice, 

lovingly cared for her during her 

years of declining health.  

She is survived by her husband; 

children and spouses, Marilyn, Mel-

OBITUARIES 

Obituaries 
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vin and Darlene, Gary and Denise, 

Gloria, Calvin and Laura, Daryl and 

Stephanie, Sharon and John Sink; 

twenty grandchildren, eight great-

grandchildren; sisters- and brothers-

in-law: Wilma and Everett Brubaker, 

Betty and Harvey Bowman; in-laws: 

Helen Garber, George Flora, Ray-

mond and Orpha Benedict. 

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; granddaughter, Ruth Bene-

dict; brother, Richard Garber; sisters- 

and brothers-in-law: Margaret Lesh, 

Pearl and Thomas King, Mabel and 

Joseph Flora, Treva Flora; in-laws: 

Doris and Carl Nead, Verda and 

Glenn Fisher.  

On November 28, 2017, a short ser-

vice was held at the Zechar Bailey 

Funeral Home followed by services at 

the Palestine meeting house. The 

home brethren conducted the services 

using Psalm 91, Romans 8:13–31, and 

II Timothy 4:1–8. Hymns used were 

384, 498, 392, 257, 378, 463, 379, 455, 

and 389. Her body was laid to rest in 

the adjoining Miller Grove Cemetery 

to await the summons from on high. 

Her Family  

 

 

BOWMAN — Okey Wayne, son of 

Ezra and Annie (Montgomery) Bow-

man, was born November 7, 1937, 

near Rocky Mount, Virginia. He 

peacefully departed this life on Octo-

ber 20, 2017, at his home near Calla-

way, Virginia, at the age of 79 years, 

11 months, and 13 days. He was a 

member of the Old German Baptist 

Brethren Church since November 

1955. 

On November 30, 1958, he was 

married to Virginia Mohler from Cov-

ington, Ohio. They shared the joys and 

sorrows of life for more than 58 years. 

He was preceded in death by his 

parents; a son, Delbert; a sister, Re-

becca Brunk; a great-granddaughter, 

Sierra Heck; and brothers- and sis-

ters-in-law, Lester and Joan Mohler, 

Ruby and Kenneth Flora, and Glen 

Mohler. 

He is survived by his wife; sons- 

and daughters-in-law, Dwight and 

Vanessa, Clayton and Marla, Clifford 

and Debra, and Marcus; 11 grandchil-

dren; 19 great-grandchildren; broth-

ers, Elwood and Catherine, Eldon and 

Brenda, and Galen and Vickie; sister, 

Wylenia and Wayne Layman; broth-

ers-in-law, Randolph and Arlene 

Brunk, and J.D. and Gay Mohler; sis-

ter-in-law, Lois Jean Mohler; and 

many nephews and nieces. 

Okey leaves his wife and family 

with lasting memories of his love for 

them and his Lord Jesus. He enjoyed 

his entire life of farming. His perse-

verance and commendable work ethic 

will linger on. 

Funeral services were conducted by  

the home Brethren in the Mountain  

View meetinghouse on October 23. His 

body was laid to rest in Franklin Clear-

view Cemetery, near Rocky Mount, 

waiting for the resurrection of the just.  

The Family  

 

 

JONASSEN – Suzanne Armstrong 

Riley, passed to her eternal home and 

into the presence of Jesus, after each 

of her children told her good bye, and 

with loving family at her side, on her 

86th birthday, December 10, 2017. 

Suzanne was born in Chicago, Illi-

nois, on December 10, 1931, to Wil-

liam and Margaret (Walsh) Arm-

strong. On August 7, 1951, she was 

united in marriage to Robert Riley. 

She was blessed with 6 sons and 7 

daughters. On December 15, 1974, she 

made a public expression of her faith 

in Jesus and was baptized and became 

February, 2018 
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affiliated with the Old German Bap-

tist Brethren Church. 

Mom and Dad raised their family 

in the Chicago area and later they 

settled on their beloved farm in beau-

tiful western Michigan. She later 

married Reynolds Jonassen, and with 

failing health, they moved to the Go-

shen area to stay with some of her 

children. 

Mom enjoyed the last 4 years of her 

earthly life living in some of her chil-

dren’s homes with her grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren becoming a 

very active part of her life. We rejoice 

at the redeeming power of our loving 

God. 

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; her husbands Robert Riley, 

and Reynolds Jonassen; 2 sons, Billy 

and Jimmy and 2 daughters, Cora 

Jean Howard and Margaret Riley; 1 

son-in-law, David Coburn; 1 brother, 

William Armstrong and 1 sister, Nan-

cy Tyche. 

She will be missed by her remain-

ing 9 children: Patty Coburn; Bob Jr. 

and Gloria Riley; Blake and Marianne 

Riley; John and Dawn Riley; Nancy 

and Gerry Wagoner; MaryKate and 

Bill Peters; Michael Riley; Annie and 

Dean Balsbaugh; Erin and Craig 

Ebershoff. 28 grandchildren, 37 great-

grandchildren, and 1 brother Jim 

Armstrong. 

A memorial Service and burial was 

held at a later date on the Riley Farm, 

Walkerville, Michigan. 

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon 

me; because the LORD hath anointed 

me to preach good tidings unto the 

meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 

broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to 

the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to them that are bound; To pro-

claim the acceptable year of the LORD, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 

to comfort all that mourn; To appoint 

unto them that mourn in Zion, to give 

unto them beauty for ashes, the oil 

of joy for mourning, the garment of 

praise for the spirit of heaviness; that 

they might be called trees of righteous-

ness, the planting of the LORD, that he 

might be glorified.” Isaiah 61: 1–3 

  

The Riley Family 

OBITUARIES 



 

Send all communication to: 
 

The Testimony 

353 Billman Rd. 

New Paris, OH 45347-9102 

Phone: (937) 604-9464 
thetestimony@emypeople.net 

 

 

The Testimony Committee 

Roger Rapp 

Lowell Miller, Editor 

Dean Kinsley 

Gary Peters 

Larry Bower 

Associate Editors 

Marcus Miller 

Darryl Filbrun 

T
h

e
 T

e
s

t
im

o
n

y
 

3
5

3
 B

il
lm

a
n

 R
d

. 

N
e
w

 P
a

ri
s,

 O
H

 4
5

3
4

7
-9

1
0

2
 

O
ld

 G
e
rm

a
n

 B
a
p

ti
st

 B
re

th
re

n
 

C
h

u
rc

h
—

N
e
w

 C
o
n

fe
re

n
ce

 




