
…of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

 

A MOST SACRED CALL 

 

We went to the ordination, to see how the lot would fall, 

To fill the spot that was vacant—Which man the Lord would call. 

The house was filled with emotion; our hearts were drawn to the Lord 

As we listened with rapt attention to the truths of God’s holy Word. 

Soon we’d know the will of the Father, who He’d chosen to fill this place—  

A calling that must be the highest e’er laid on the poor human race. 

 

Then the words of the visiting preacher struck my heart like a two-edged sword, 

For he asked, “What’s the highest calling e’er given to man by the Lord?” 

He went on and said, “You mothers, at home with your children so small—  

Yours is a very great calling, yours is a most sacred call. 

The ministry’s load would be lighter if parents would all strive to guide 

The precious wee lambs to the Father, and teach them in Him to confide.” 

 

I lowered my head in submission, For the lot has fallen on me— 

To carry this most precious calling—For I am a mother, you see. 

So mothers, at home in our corners, though we think our achievements are small, 

Let us strive to be true in our duties, for we have a most sacred call.  

 

A. S. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”    Proverbs 22:6 
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“That they all may be 

one; as thou, Father, 

art in me, and I in 

thee, that they also 

may be one in us: 

that the world may 

believe that thou has 

sent me.” 

John 17:21 
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Editorial 

ONENESS 

Our upcoming annual confer-

ence brings thoughts of unity 

among fellow-believers.  If we are 

desiring unity among our brothers 

and sisters, it should first start by 

having unity with our heavenly 

Father.  After we experience the 

closeness, or oneness, with our 

Father the same oneness should 

fall into place with those of like-

precious faith. 

The words of the hymn “Poured 

Out Like Wine” often ring in my 

mind: “Would you be so one with 

Me that you would do just as I 

will?”  Then we answer that ques-

tion in the next verse: “Yes, I’ll be 

so one with You that I would do 

just as You will.”  This is very so-

bering to me when I answer that 

question because I am not singing 

words to be heard of men, but I am 

telling God what I am going to do.  

Am I telling Him the truth?  Too 

often, I find myself following the 

direction of self rather than the 

direction of the Holy Spirit. 

Do you know other people who 

have a special closeness or fellow-

ship with the Father that you wish 

you had?  This may be a common 

feeling, but for the born-again be-

liever, we already have a oneness 

with the Father!  We just need to 

cultivate it and live in it.  God al-

ways desires a closer relationship 

with us, and it’s up to us to allow 

that oneness with Him.  When we 

don’t enjoy a close communion 

with the Lord, it’s because we 

have pulled away—not Him.  In 

John 15, Jesus said, “Abide in me, 

and I in you.”  Again, in Revela-

tion 3:20, He says, “Behold, I 

stand at the door, and knock: if 

any man hear my voice, and open 

the door, I will come in to him, and 

will sup with him, and he with 

me.”  There cannot be a greater 

intimacy than we in Him, and He 

in us. 

Jesus had (and still has) a 

greater oneness with the Father 

than anyone else.  But He also 

prayed to the Father that we 

might have that same oneness.  

This is recorded three times in 

John 17: “…that they may be one, 

even as we are one.”  And, “Hereby 

know we that we dwell in him, 

and he in us, because he hath giv-

en us of his Spirit” (I John 4:13).  

Three verses later, John also says 

“And we have known and believed 

the love that God hath to us. God 

is love; and he that dwelleth in 

love dwelleth in God, and God in 

ONENESS 
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him.”  This brings to remembrance 

the verse of another song: 

We are one in the bond of love, 

We are one in the bond of love; 

We have joined our spirit with      

 the Spirit of God, 

We are one in the bond of love. 

This bonding with the Father is 

what we need to enjoy that sweet 

fellowship with Him.  The diction-

ary defines “bonding” as “the for-

mation of a close relationship espe-

cially through frequent or constant 

association.”  Herein is the key to 

experiencing a oneness with God: 

we must spend a lot of time to-

gether! 

One way to do that is through 

communication with God. This 

communication is not just a one-

way conversation.  Our communi-

cation to the Father is in the form 

of private and public prayer, and 

in praising Him in song and wor-

ship.  And we know that God hears 

us—whether it’s an audible voice 

or just by our thoughts.  I Thessa-

lonians 5:17 tells us to “Pray with-

out ceasing.”  “Without ceasing” is 

that constant association needed 

to create a bond with the Father. 

Our Father’s communication to 

us comes by reading and studying 

His Word, by hearing the Word 

preached, by fellowship with 

brethren and sisters, and by medi-

tation and listening for His voice.  

Are we constantly listening for the 

Lord to speak to us?  Do we seek 

His counsel for all that we do?  Or 

are our minds too filled with earth-

ly things that we don’t have time 

to hear Him speak? 

David experienced the oneness 

with the Lord that we desire to 

have.  He experienced the Father’s 

love, His peace, and His presence, 

and was a man after God’s own 

heart.  Psalm 63:1–8 gives us a 

picture of David’s closeness with 

the Lord. 

Moses is another example of one 

having an intimate relationship 

with God.  Exodus 33:11 states, 

“And the LORD spake unto Moses 

face to face, as a man speaketh 

unto his friend.” 

But the best model to follow is 

that of the Lord Jesus.  He and the 

Father were so much “in one” that 

He only spoke and did that which 

was given Him of His Father.  Je-

sus said, “And he that sent me is 

with me: the Father hath not left 

me alone; for I do always those 

things that please him” (John 

8:29).  May we, also, strive to do 

and say only those things which 

please the Father. 

“Draw nigh to God, and he will 

draw nigh to you” (Jas. 4:8). 

Darryl Filbrun 
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TAKEN UP 

This will be a short true story of 

the life of Jesus Christ here on 

earth, and what there is to come.  

Starting with Isaiah 9:6, “For un-

to us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name 

shall be call Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace.”  

This article is written in the dead 

of winter, with plenty of help from 

Christ our Saviour! Christmas is 

over, the gifts have been given. The 

greatest gift ever, God’s gift from 

Heaven. He sent His Son as a babe 

in the manger, from heaven on 

high, the best Teacher ever. He 

came to save each and everyone 

here, and just for the asking, He 

will draw us near. He taught His 

disciples, and many others too, by 

being a good servant, He wants me 

and you. And then at thirty three, 

He died for us on the tree! With-

stood that awful death, just for you 

and me! Then His resurrection just 

three days later! Without a doubt, 

this was our Saviour! 

Forty more days after His tran-

sition, many had seen Him before 

His Ascension.  

Birth, life, death, resurrection, 

and ascension.  

Do you anticipate Easter as 

much as Christmas?  

Ascension Day 

How about Ascension Day? This 

is the day that Jesus was lifted up 

and departed from the earth, to be 

in the Presence of God in Heaven. 

Some Christians do not work on 

Ascension Day. In France it is a 

national holiday. Ascension Day is 

ten days before Pentecost. Thurs-

day, May 10 is Ascension Day this 

year. Acts 1:9–11 says, “And when 

he had spoken these things, while 

they beheld, he was TAKEN UP; 

and a cloud received him out of 

their sight. And while they looked 

stedfastly toward heaven as he 

went up, behold, two men stood by 

them in white apparel; Which also 

said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand 

ye gazing up into heaven? this 

same Jesus, which is TAKEN UP 

from you into heaven, shall so 

come in like manner as ye have 

seen him go into heaven.” He-

brews 12:2 says, “Looking unto 

Jesus the author and finisher of 

our faith; who for the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is set 

down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.” 

What’s Next? 

Matthew 24:30–31 says, “And 

then shall appear the sign of the 

Son of man in heaven: and then 

shall all the tribes of the earth 

mourn, and they shall see the Son 

of man coming in the clouds of 

heaven with power and great glo-

ry. And he shall send his angels 

with a great sound of a trumpet, 

and they shall gather together his 

elect from the four winds, from 

one end of heaven to the other.” 

TAKEN UP 

Seasonal 
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In Mark 13:32 we read, “But of 

that day and that hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the angels which are in 

heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa-

ther.”  In Matthew 24:44,  “Therefore 

be ye also ready: for in such an hour 

as ye think not the Son of man 

cometh.” And Matthew 24:42, 

“Watch therefore: for ye know not 

what hour your Lord doth come.” 

 

L. D. Flory 
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General 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO 

SHARE JESUS CHRIST 

WITH OTHERS 

“…JESUS said unto them, I am 

the bread of life: he that cometh to 

me shall never hunger; and he 

that believeth on me shall never 

thirst” (John 6:35). 

Ephesians 6:19: “…that utter-

ance may be given unto me, that I 

may open my mouth boldly, to 

make known the mystery of the 

gospel…” 

Matthew 28:19: “Go ye there-

fore, and teach all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the FA-

THER, of the SON, and of the 

HOLY GHOST.” 

I Corinthians 2:5: “…That your 

faith should not stand in the wis-

dom of men, but in the power of 

GOD.” 

I Timothy 2:4: “…Who will have 

all men to be saved, and to come 

unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

Ephesians 6:15: “…And your 

feet shod with the preparation of 

the gospel of peace.” 

Psalm 78:5–7: “…he command-

ed our fathers, that they should 

make them known to their chil-

dren: That the generation to come 

might know them, even the chil-

dren which should be born; who 

should arise and declare them to 

their children: That they might set 

their hope in God, and not forget 

the works of God, but keep his 

commandments…” 

We all have a story to tell and 

Scriptures to share of what JE-

SUS CHRIST means to us. We 

have a journey to share about JE-

SUS. So let’s grab our backpacks 

of lessons GOD has taught us, or 

will teach us as we walk our jour-

ney with our SAVIOUR each day. 

We want to remember to put in 

the backpack, Joy in our LORD 

(Neh. 8:10), Obedience to our GOD 

(I Sam. 15:22 and Luke 1:5–6), 

then Confidence that GOD is di-

recting our journey (Prov. 3:5–6). 

Also, GOD’s Love to all (John 

3:16) and prayer (I Thess. 5:17) 

goes in our backpack. In the Old 

Testament there was a prophet 

Habakkak who had confidence in 

GOD. He was living in troubled 

times. Habakkak talked to GOD 

about the people. Habakkak knew 

that GOD called all HIS people to 

be obedient to the LORD, and he 

was troubled by Israel’s sins. Hab-
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akkak had confidence in GOD and 

served GOD in spite of the circum-

stances. Our confidence grows as 

we come to know GOD more day 

by day through prayer and the 

reading of the Bible. So when 

troubled times come, GOD will 

direct us on our journey. May we 

always give GOD the Praise as we 

sow seeds of CHRIST to all! We 

are so thankful HIS grace trans-

forms us. 

Take every opportunity to share 

eternal life—Salvation through 

JESUS CHRIST as we walk every 

day with others. If you miss an 

opportunity, ask GOD to give you 

another opportunity. GOD asks us 

to share the Gospel. Communica-

tion is verbal and nonverbal, body 

language and tone of voice. May 

we always be kind. 

Dorcas (Tabitha) in the book of 

Acts, was a good example. She 

had a heart for our LORD and 

saw the needs around her. She 

stitched beautiful garments for 

others. Her humble worthwhile 

deeds showed the Love of 

CHRIST to those who knew her. 

Also, Mary the mother of John 

Mark was part of the first group 

of Christians at Jerusalem. Herod 

Agrippa was persecuting Chris-

tians. She still opened her home 

for worship of GOD (Acts 12:12). 

There also was Aquilla and 

Priscilla, Christians at Corinth, 

that opened their home to Paul, 

who was their friend, and who 

were willing to teach others about 

CHRIST. Apollos (Acts 18:24–28) 

came to listen and learn about 

CHRIST, then chose to be a con-

vert of JESUS CHRIST at Cor-

inth. Lydia, a woman from Thya-

tira (who with her household was 

converted through the preaching 

of Paul), opened her home for 

GOD’s work (Acts 16:14–15, 40). 

Phebe was listed as a servant to 

the church in Acts 16. Philip, in 

Acts 8:27–38, shared CHRIST 

with the Ethiopian eunuch whom 

he baptized. There were many 

more men and women sharing the 

Gospel, too—as Aquilla and 

Priscilla (friends of Paul) did in 

sharing with Apollos (Acts 18:1–3, 

24–26). We too want to be men 

and women sharing the Gospel. 

The Gospel is intended for all 

tongues, tribes and nations (Rev. 

5:9; John 15:12; Jas. 2:1). 

Sometimes it may not feel natu-

ral to share, but ask GOD and al-

low the HOLY SPIRIT to guide 

your thoughts and words. We 

should not be discouraged as we 

learn ways to share the Love of 

CHRIST. We should always pray 

and read the Bible; then CHRIST 

will direct us. May we have joy in 

the journey of sharing CHRIST 

(Ps. 81:1; Ps. 100). GOD will be 

with us, as we ask HIM for HIS 

wisdom!! May HE always receive 

all the glory and praise in our 

lives. 

Our backpacks have biblical 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO SHARE JESUS CHRIST 
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tools inside to ponder on the ways 

to share the Gospel and the ways 

GOD will enable each one of us of 

all ages to pray for open doors 

throughout our days. Mothers 

and Dads with children at home 

(Deut. 6:5–9) or grandparents 

and aunts and uncles, too. Our 

church families have these oppor-

tunities as they share in the gar-

den, eat meals together and sing 

together. Families have opportu-

nities as they do daily chores 

with their precious ones, worship 

together, and take trips, visit the 

elderly, etc. GOD’s creation 

speaks of HIS Majesty at all sea-

sons and times of the day (Ps. 127 

and Ps. 128).  

The tools in our backpack are 

prayer, obedience to GOD, confi-

dence in GOD, GOD’s love for all, 

plus Joy and Thankfulness. What 

other Biblical tools should we put 

in our backpacks? Colossians 3:1: 

“…seek those things which are 

above, where CHRIST sitteth on 

the right hand of GOD.” Verse 2: 

“Set your affection on things 

above, not on things on the earth.” 

Verse 16: “Let the Word of 

CHRIST dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom; teaching and admonish-

ing one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, sing-

ing with grace to your hearts to 

the LORD.” 

Ronald and Caroline Holsinger 

 

 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM 

AN ORPHANED LAMB 

I have longed for thy salvation, O 

LORD; and thy law is my delight. 

Let my soul live, and it shall 

praise thee; and let thy judgments 

help me. I have gone astray like 

a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for 

I do not forget thy commandments. 

(Psalm 119:174–176) 

There were two men in one city; 

the one rich, and the other poor. 

The rich had very many flocks and 

herds; but the poor man had noth-

ing at all, but one little ewe lamb 

which he had bought, and was 

nourishing; and it grew up with 

him, and together with his chil-

dren: it ate of his morsel, and 

drank of his own cup, and slept in 

his bosom, and was to him as a 

daughter. And there came a travel-

ler to the rich man, and he spared 

to take of his own flock and of his 

own herd, to dress for the wayfar-

ing man that had come to him; 

and he took the poor man’s lamb, 

and dressed it for the man that had 

come to him. (II Samuel 12:1–4) 

Many of my Dad’s favorite sto-

ries from the Bible were about 

sheep. At bedtime he gathered us 

in his arms and read from the Bi-

ble or a Bible story book. The les-

son was often about sheep. The 

account of II Samuel was a favor-

ite of his though he read many 

other stories about sheep and 

lambs from the Book. 

My father’s work was some-

times seasonal and, like many oth-

ers, when work was scarce money 

was scarce. In the winter, toward 

May, 2018 
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spring, he sometimes sheared 

sheep to make a little extra money 

and my brother and I often went 

with him to shear small flocks of 

six or a dozen sheep. It was my job 

to gather in the next sheep for 

shearing and to help tie the fleece 

with twine. To further supplement 

our winter table, Dad would some-

times slaughter a lamb or young 

sheep for mutton. 

One lesson I learned from these 

experiences was to respect sheep. 

Dad taught us we should always 

treat sheep gently. He considered 

sheep to be needy, meek, and sub-

missive. Before shearing, a sheep 

had to be turned onto its back. 

With someone else in control the 

sheep was helpless—a few bleats 

and a few kicks and it lay still 

even with the whir of the sharp, 

noisy, frightening sheep shears so 

near.  

When sheep wondered out of a 

hole in their fence they could nev-

er find their way back. They need-

ed to be rounded up and guided or 

physically put back into the pen. 

Sheep are afraid of dogs so when a 

dog appears the sheep will run. 

This naturally causes the dog to 

chase. Dad always kept a goat 

with his sheep because a goat, 

when it sees a dog, becomes curi-

ous and approaches the dog which 

then retreats. Sheep tended to fol-

low a leader whether the shepherd 

or a familiar goat. 

No doubt, from what Dad had 

learned from the Word of God, he 

had great respect for the slaying of 

a sheep, even though for food for 

his family. It was not correct to 

say he “slaughtered” or “butcher” 

a sheep for the table. To my father 

it was more like sacrificing the 

sheep. He would handle the lamb 

and even the meat with respect. 

He took great care of his knives 

and pans. He and Mother pre-

pared the meat with care. He al-

ways mentioned that the meat 

could be “sodden” but he preferred 

“roasted with bitter herbs”—

onions, garlic, and spices as in Ex-

odus 12:8–9. When we had mutton 

for supper I always sensed that 

this meal was different—solemn. 

One day Dad brought home a 

little lamb. She was newborn and 

her mother had rejected her. 

Wherever we went, that lamb was 

sure to go. When she was little we 

took her with us to church in the 

trunk of the car and fed her with a 

bottle before meeting and after. 

When we received an invitation to 

Sunday dinner after meeting, at 

the appointed time we warmed her 

milk and fed her with a bottle. The 

lamb that followed us to church 

became more than a pet. 

 As written in II Samuel 12:1–4 

my Dad taught us to nourish our 

lamb. She grew up with his sons. 

Short of drinking from our cup 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM AN ORPHANED LAMB 

Amazing what can be 

learned from an or-

phaned lamb.  How 

they are needy, often 

helpless, cannot sur-

vive on their own— 

so much like us. 
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and sleeping in our bed she was a 

part of the family—although we 

sometimes napped together in the 

grass under a tree. She didn’t 

have a name so when we called 

her we called, “Lamby, Lamby, 

Lamby, Lamby.” Lamby was hard 

to say so her name became 

“Lummy.” She always came when 

we called her. As a pet she was 

more gentle than a dog and we 

imagined she “loved” us. 

Dad read more stories from the 

Bible about lambs and about 

sheep and about how Jesus was 

the Lamb of God who died to take 

away the sins of the world. We 

learned how, lying with out-

stretched arms on Calvary, they 

nailed Him to the cross and how 

He gave no resistance. We read in 

Isaiah 53:7, “…he is brought as a 

lamb to the slaughter, and as a 

sheep before her shearers is dumb, 

so he openeth not his mouth.” [Or 

as it is quoted in Acts 8:32, “He 

was led as a sheep to the slaugh-

ter; and like a lamb dumb before 

his shearer, so opened he not his 

mouth.”] 

One day Lummy didn’t come 

running when we went outside 

and she didn’t come when we 

called. We went looking for her 

and when we found her she had 

fallen onto her back in a shallow 

ditch. Lamb-like with no fight she 

lay helpless and unable to roll off 

her back and get onto her feet. She 

had died. We mourned like any 

child will when losing a pet. Lum-

my was different—like the lamb to 

the poor man in II Samuel 12, “as 

a daughter”—one of the family. 

We are to our Lord as daughters 

and sons, dearly loved and for 

whom He was willing to give His 

life. 

Amazing what can be learned 

from an orphaned lamb. How they 

are needy, often helpless, cannot 

survive on their own—so much 

like us. As the Good Shepherd, our 

Lord knows sheep. He knows what 

it means to carry the rejected 

lambs in His arms. Because of His 

love for His sheep, He was willing 

to give His life a sacrifice for His 

flock. He knows what it is like 

when orphans grow up together 

with the lambs of His fold and 

with the sheep of His pasture. He 

misses them when they don’t meet 

Him at the door of the sheepfold 

and He mourns for them when 

they don’t come when He calls 

them by name. If we would imitate 

Him—and that is what the Chris-

tian life is all about—we must 

have compassion for the lambs of 

His flock and a special place in our 

heart for the sheep of His fold, al-

ways sensitive, merciful, and will-

ing to sacrifice for the welfare of 

others. 

Thank you, Lord, for the lessons 

I learned as a lad, lessons from an 

orphaned lamb. For I, as the 

Psalmist said, “…have gone astray 

like a lost sheep…” Therefore “…

seek thy servant; for I do not forget 

thy commandments.”  

Marcus Miller 
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LIFE’S GARDENING 

Does God, as a Gardener, scan 

the world, as we do our seed cata-

logues, to see plants that He needs 

in His garden? 

This thought came as we were 

picking beans from our vine. We 

noticed that the beans close to the 

vine were not bug bitten. We think 

it would be good to refresh our 

minds.  

A plant begins with a seed. 

Psalm 1:3 says, “And he shall be 

like a tree planted by the rivers of 

water, that bringeth forth his fruit 

in his season; his leaf also shall 

not wither; and whatsoever he 

doeth shall prosper.” The next 

verse tells of the ungodly, that will 

not stand in the judgment. No, we 

do not want a plant that will not 

stand! Yes, we do know that God 

has the good Seed. And we do 

know that there is bad seed. What 

kind of seed do we want? 

So we begin to plant. One of our 

hymns has this line: “Planted in 

Christ, the Living Vine…” (Hymn 

283). Yes, we are to be planted in 

Christ.  

The parable of the sower in 

Matthew 13:24–30 tells us that 

God has planted good seed. But 

the enemy came then and planted 

tares among the wheat. What will 

be the outcome? 

The next parable in the chapter 

(verses 31–32) tells us that the 

seed is very small, “but when it is 

grown, it is the greatest among 

herbs, and becometh a tree, so 

that the birds of the air come and 

lodge in the branches thereof.”  

God says, I have “planted thee a 

noble vine, wholly a right 

seed…” (Jer. 2:21). Yes, we have 

been given a good Vine. 

John 15 has this lesson: “I am 

the true vine, and my Father is 

the husbandman.” And then we 

are told what kind of a branch to 

be. “Every branch in me that 

beareth not fruit is taken away.” 

We are given opportunity to bear 

fruit! 

Again, we observed that the 

beans that were closest to the vine 

were not as bug-bitten. This is 

surely a lesson for us! 

We know that plants enjoy pure 

water. Jesus has prepared our 

way. I John 5:6 says, “This is he 

that came by water and blood, 

even Jesus Christ; not by water 

only, but by water and blood. And 

it is the Spirit that beareth wit-

ness, because the Spirit is truth.”  

As we are writing this, the com-

bines are rolling. Our interest in 

thinking about gardening, is in the 

harvest. Jesus said, “The harvest 

truly is plenteous, but the labour-

ers are few. Pray ye therefore the 

Lord of the harvest, that he will 

send forth labourers into his har-

vest” (Matt. 9:37–38). 

Regarding the harvest of souls, 

Jesus also said, “…look on the 

fields; for they are white already 

to harvest” (John 4:35). 

Do we notice that it is “white 

already to harvest”?  

And we cannot miss this pas-

sage in Revelation: “And another 

angel came out of the temple, cry-

ing with a loud voice to him that 

sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy 

sickle, and reap: for the time is 

LIFE’S GARDENING 
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come for thee to reap; for the har-

vest of the earth is ripe. And he 

that sat on the cloud thrust in his 

sickle on the earth; and the earth 

was reaped” (Rev. 14:15–16). 

And so I ask myself, “Am I 

ready?” 

Vicki Witmer 

 

 

 

 

ASHAMED? 

A serious quote from a perse-

cuted Christian: “Don’t ever 

give up in freedom, what we 

would never give up in perse-

cution!” If a terrorist pointed a 

gun at you, my beloved sister, and 

said, “Take off that head covering 

or I will shoot you,” would you 

obey? We don’t know for sure 

what we’d do, but we know what 

we should do, and I’d like to think 

most of us would refuse. And, se-

riously, that time may not be too 

far off! 

But, think about it, Satan is 

wilily working his will. Some of 

us are taking it off in public and 

hiding our identity, without any-

one firing a shot!! Out in the pub-

lic is just the place where we are 

to be showing a good light and 

welcoming questions, like, “What 

is your faith?” and “Why do you 

live that way?” A recent quote: 

“It’s good to be a believer and 

know it, but it’s better to be a 

believer and show it.” And, our 

covering is just one way to show 

it, and it also modifies our behav-

ior if we care about our fellow 

brothers and sisters and the 

world’s perception of what’s ex-

pected of a Christian. 

Another quote: “We should 

remember, what is right is not 

always popular, and what is 

popular is not always right.” 

Most people, even a terrorist, 

would know our covering identi-

fies us as a Christian and it pro-

claims outwardly our true heart 

principles. I’ve often heard it said, 

“What’s on the inside will show 

on the outside.” Does it? Where do 

we want to be identified; which 

kingdom?  

Let’s not be ashamed to 

show the angels, and the 

world, where we stand and 

for WHOM! What about your 

sons and daughters? Will they 

want to be baptized and come into 

our fellowship if they see that 

we’re ashamed of it? Obedience, 

how do we view it? Is it im-

portant? Another quote: It’s 

simply a matter of obedience. 

If HE is our Lord, then we will 

obey Him. If we do not obey 

Him, then He is not our Lord. 

We’re hearing that we’re not 

just in the last days but in the 

last of the last days and/or the 

last hours; we just might be the 

one to whom one more person 

needs to hear about the Savior 

and might approach with a ques-

tion from a seeking heart, be-

cause they see that we have sepa-

rated ourselves from this world’s 

fashion and are committed to the 

Lord.  

Alice Mae Haney                                                                                                              
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THE PLEASED DUTCHMAN 

It is related of a Methodist 

preacher, who had deeply studied 

Dr. Summers’ work on baptism, 

written to settle forever the bap-

tismal controversy, that he was 

preaching in a certain town upon 

the vexed subject, when in the 

course of his remarks, he said: 

“Some believe it necessary to go 

down into the water, and to come 

up out of it, to be baptized; and 

that Jesus went down into the wa-

ter; and that the eunuch and Phil-

ip both went down into the water, 

and came up out of the water of 

the river or pond. But, my hearers, 

what will you think when I tell 

you that the Greek prepositions en 

and eis do not necessarily mean in 

and into, but with and at, near to, 

on and upon, as Dr. Summers the 

learned man of our church, shows 

in his book on baptism. The Sav-

ior, then, only went down to, or 

near to the water, and when He 

was baptized He came from the 

water, as you went to the church 

and were baptized, and then went 

home from it; and so Philip and 

the eunuch got out of the chariot, 

and both went to the water—the 

little spring or pool, and he bap-

tized him, and then they came 

from it. There was nothing in the 

Bible, as Dr. Summers shows, to 

favor immersion for Christian bap-

tism, as every passage in which en 

and eis were found could be satis-

fied by the translation of ‘on,’ 

‘upon,’ ‘at,’ or ‘near to.’ “ 

Having carried this idea out ful-

ly, in due season he closed his ser-

mon, and gave an invitation to any 

one so disposed to arise and ex-

press his thoughts. Quite a number 

of the members arose and said they 

were glad they had been present on 

this occasion; that they were well 

pleased with the sound sermon 

they had just heard, and felt their 

souls greatly blessed. Finally, a 

corpulent gentleman of Teutonic 

extraction, a stranger to all, arose, 

and broke the silence that was al-

most painful, as follows, “Mister 

Breacher, I ish so glat I vash here 

tonight, for I has hat explained to 

my mint some tings dat I never 

could pelief pefore. Oh, I ish so glat 

dat into does not mean into at all, 

put shust close py, or near to, for 

now I can pelief manish tings vot I 

could not pelief pefore. We reat, 

Mr. Breacher, dat Taniel vas cast 

into the ten of lions, and came out 

alife! Now, I never could pelief dat, 

for the vilt peasts vud shust eat 

him right off; put now it ish very 

clear to my mint. He vas shust 

close py, or near to, and tid not get 

into the ten at all. Oh, I ish so glat 

I vas here tonight!  

“Again we reat dat the Hebrew 

children vas cast into the firish 

furnace, and dat air awaish look’t 

like a peeg story, too, for they vud 

have peen purnt up; put now it ish 

all plain to my mint, for they were 

shust cast near py or close to the 

firish furnace. Oh, I vas so glat I 

was here tonight! 

“And den, Mr. Breacher, it is 

said dat Jonah vas cast into the 

sea, and taken into the whalesh 

pelly. Now, I never could pelief 

THE PLEASED DUTCHMAN 
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dat. It alwaysh seemed to me to pe 

a peeg feesh story; put it ish all 

plain to my mint now. He vas not 

taken into the whalesh pelly at all, 

put shust shumpt on his back and 

rode ashore. Oh, I ish so glat I vas 

here tonight! 

“And now, Mister Breacher, it 

you vill shust explain two more 

bashages of Scripture, I shall pe, 

oh, so happy dat I vas here to-

night! One of dem ish where it 

saish the vicked shall pe cast into 

a lake dat purns with fire and 

primstone alwaysh. O, Mister 

Breacher! Shall I pe cast into dat 

fire if I am vicked! Or shust close 

py, or near to—shust near enough 

to pe comfortable! Oh! I hopes you 

tells me dat I shall pe cast shust 

py, a good vay off! And I shall pe, 

O so glat dat I vas here tonight! 

The oder bashage ish dat vich 

saish, ‘Plessed are day who do 

dese commandments, dat they 

may have right to the tree of life, 

and enter into the gates into the 

city.’ Oh! Tell me dat I vill gets 

into the city, and not shust close 

py or near to, shust near enough 

to see vat I hav lost, and I shall pe, 

Oh, so glat I vas here tonight!” 

A long and painful pause en-

sued. Men and women looked anx-

iously into each other’s faces, and 

finally all eyes were turned toward 

the preacher, whose face ex-

pressed his utter bewilderment, to 

relieve which he rose and said, 

“Let us be dismissed.”  

As the crowd passed out, the 

steward fell aside of the elder, and 

pulling his sleeve, he whispered, 

“That Dutchman was a leetle too 

much for Bro. Summers, don’t you 

think so?” “I never thought of it in 

that light before. I shall certainly 

write to Bro. Summers,” said the 

elder. 

Selected from the April, 1876  

The Vindicator by the Editor. 

 

 

 

WATER IS PRECIOUS 

Tom and Jenny asked their fa-

ther and mother if they could have 

their devotions centered around 

the subject of water. Could we 

start at the front of the Bible and 

search to the end? They all agreed 

on this plan and Daddy started 

the message. 

“As you remember the grand 

old stories about the beginning of 

time, Genesis 1 tells about how 

the earth was without form and 

void, and how God brought about 

order out of chaos.  God divided 

the earth from the waters. After 

the creation it tells about how 

wicked the human race became.  

Only six chapters later God said, 

‘It repented me that I have made 

man.’ It was His plan to destroy 

all flesh from off the face of the 

earth. God found a just man who 

found grace in the eyes of the 

Lord.  His name was Noah. And so 

the story of the flood is told. God 

told Noah to prepare an ark for 

the saving of all flesh.   Forty days 

and nights it rained and the foun-

tains of the deep were broken up. 

Water covered the whole earth. It 

May, 2018 



15 

had never rained.  The ark was 

already prepared and inhabited 

with Noah’s family as God said.  

God saved Noah, his family and 

the animals in the ark.”  If you 

believe the whole world was cov-

ered with water, including all con-

tinents, it would have covered the 

very highest place (in Nepal at 

29,029 feet above sea level).  One 

commentator says that the known 

part of the earth was pretty much 

confined to the Euphrates Valley. 

(Just some meditation.) 

Mother said, “Isn’t it interesting 

how we need water every day of 

our lives. Nothing like a cold re-

freshing, cup of water to quench 

our thirst. We must have water 

every day to live.” 

Ben was next and told how 

Abraham dug some wells in the 

country where he wanted to dwell. 

The first well was named Esek 

which means contention. That was 

because the herdsmen of Gerar 

contended with the herdsmen of 

Abraham. 

Jenny said, “Abraham moved on 

and digged another well and they 

named it Sitnah which means ha-

tred. Again there was strife, but 

Abraham moved on. A good lesson 

on non-resistance.” 

Mother told her children that 

Abraham digged a third well and 

they called it Rehoboth which 

means “Room to dwell.” The Bible 

records this account in Genesis 

26:18–22. The Philistines stopping 

all three wells with earth, after 

Abraham’s death. Isaac digged 

again the wells of water which 

were dug by Abraham’s servants. 

Jenny spoke up and asked Dad-

dy, “How big and deep were these 

wells?” 

Daddy answered, “It was no 

small task to dig these wells. Per-

sonally, I feel like these wells were 

nearly 16 feet in diameter and 40 

feet deep. Think about the hard 

work these servants did to have 

precious water for people and live-

stock. Digging was done by hand.” 

Tom was ready to move on and 

so he said, “Wells are not the only 

way that people got water. While 

the children of Israel wandered 

about in the wilderness they mur-

mured to Moses for water twice, 

and God provided it for them from 

a rock. Once when the rock was 

smitten by Moses and another 

time when Moses was to speak to 

the rock and he made a mistake in 

anger and smote the Rock twice.” 

That rock was Jesus Christ. 

Daddy told his children that they 

were good students. He mentioned 

about the time David was hiding 

from Saul when he wished that he 

would like a drink of water from a 

well that was located near Bethle-

hem.  Three men risked their lives 

to get water for David, but instead 

of drinking it he poured it out unto 

the LORD (II Sam. 23:15). 

Jenny commented, “These three 

men were mighty brave. Let’s 

move on to an incident that hap-

pened with Gideon.  A miracle was 

performed by God to show Gideon 

that He would save Israel by His 

hand.  Gideon placed a fleece of 

wool on the ground.  The fleece 
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was wet with dew or water in the 

morning. Next Gideon laid the 

fleece on the ground. In the morn-

ing the fleece was dry and the 

ground was wet with water. This 

was an impressive show of God’s 

power. Another time Gideon’s ar-

my needed to be reduced.  God told 

him to lead his men down to the 

water and the men that lapped 

water like a dog were the ones 

that went into battle with Gideon. 

His army was reduced from 20,000 

men to about 300. With God’s help 

it was a great victory for Gideon.    

These happenings are found in 

Judges 6 and 7.”   

Daddy said, “Let’s look in Isai-

ah 55:1. ‘Ho, every one that 

thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 

and  he that hath no money; come 

ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 

wine and milk without money and 

without price.’ This is about the 

Lamb of God that was mentioned 

in Isaiah 53.” 

Mother spoke up and said, 

“Children, we have skipped over 

several examples of water used in 

the Old Testament, but you are 

certainly good readers. The last 

time we studied about rocks. I 

wish all children would study the 

Bible like you do. Water is im-

portant for many things.  Our 

body can only survive a few days 

without it.” 

Daddy spoke up and said, “The 

Bible gives important examples 

like Moses when he smote the riv-

ers and ponds and they turned to 

blood, also Joshua crossing the 

Jordan with the children of Israel 

and they walked on dry ground 

and many more, so lets move into 

the New Testament.” 

 Jenny said, “May I go first?  My 

mind goes to Jesus turning water 

into wine at a wedding.  The 

guests were still feasting and the 

wine pots were empty. Jesus’  

mother told the servers at the 

wedding, ‘Do whatsoever He says.’ 

‘This wine was better than what 

was served first,’ was what the 

Governor said.” 

Tom said,  “What about the time 

Jesus was baptized in the Jordan 

River. His Father said, ‘This is my 

beloved Son.’ Also, the time Phillip 

joined himself with the eunuch 

and they went down into the wa-

ter and the eunuch was baptized.   

The eunuch departed rejoicing.” 

Mother said,  “I want to tell the 

story about a Samaritan  woman. 

Jesus came to Sychar, where 

Jacob’s well of water is, to get a 

drink of water to refresh Himself.  

Jesus asked a Samaritan woman 

for a drink of water.  She asked 

Jesus why He asked her for a 

drink since she knew He was a  

Jew.   The Jews did not associate 

with the Samaritans.  Jesus re-

plied, ‘If thou knewest the gift of 

God, and who it is that saith to 

thee, Give me to drink; thou 

wouldest have asked of him, and 

he would have given thee living 

water.’ This beautiful story caused 

the whole village to come out and 

they made a statement that said 

‘Is not this the Christ?’ Samari-

tans were common people ready 

for a Savior. We can read this ac-

count in John 4:5–30.” 

May, 2018 
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Dad spoke up and said,  “We 

need to mention the time when 

Jesus was on trial and Pilot was 

the man that called for a basin of 

water. He washed his hands and 

said, ‘I am innocence of the blood 

of this just person.’ Was he really? 

“His wife said to not have any-

thing to do with pronouncing judg-

ment upon this just man. Well, 

Pilot did pronounce judgment be-

cause he was fearful of losing his 

job. What about us today? Are we 

fearful of being cast out of the syn-

agogue? 

“Water is necessary for cleans-

ing body and soul, as in feet wash-

ing and washing our clothes.  Read 

Matthew 27:24. We have not men-

tioned about Peter walking on wa-

ter or the rich man wanting some 

water to cool his tongue.  There 

are so many other examples that 

we have left out but we must soon 

bring this discussion to a close.” 

“Oh Daddy,” said Jenny, “I 

would like to mention one more 

example before we close and that 

is when Jesus was on the cross. He 

had given His life and a soldier 

took a spear and pierced His side 

and forthwith came there out 

blood and water. The price was 

paid and the Lamb of God was sac-

rificed for all from the foundation 

of the world.”                                                                              

Mom said, “Jesus said, ‘I am Al-

pha and Omega, the beginning and 

the end.  I will give unto him that 

is athirst of the fountain of the wa-

ter of life freely’ ” (Rev. 21:6). 

Dad said, “We all want to drink 

of His Living Water and be bap-

tized.  He will inscribe our name 

in The Lamb’s Book of Life.  We 

want it to be there when God judg-

es all men. Children, we are talk-

ing about the subject Water is Pre-

cious. There is another cleansing 

element, and that is the precious 

blood of Jesus. We hope all men, 

women, and children will be 

cleansed by His blood. One more 

thing children, you have been the 

most delightful children to study 

with tonight. There is a song that 

comes to my mind just now. 

What can wash away my sins? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus, 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Oh precious is the flow 

That  makes me white as snow 

No other Fount I know. 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.” 

Marshall and Rosalene Dutter 
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Stars lie broken on a lake 

Whenever passing breezes make 

  The wavelets leap. 

But when the lake is still, the sky 

Gives moon and stars that they may lie 

  On that calm deep. 

If, like the lake that has the boon 

Of cradling the little moon 

  Above the hill, 

I want the Infinite to be 

Reflected, undisturbed in me, 

  I  must be still. 

Question #1 — Humility is a cen-

tral teaching in the Scripture. But 

exactly where do we each find our-

selves in relation to its precept? 

Can we know if humility has a 

proper place in our lives? Do any of 

the following areas give any indica-

tion of where we stand before God 

concerning humility and pride? 

1. Our thoughts about others? 

2. Our attitudes about the circum-

stances we are meeting daily? 

3. Our tone of voice? 

4. Our willingness to be obedient to 

every known teaching in the 

New Testament? 

5. Our resistance to rebuke or cor-

rection from others? 

6. Our thoughts about parents, em-

ployers, or church leaders? 

7. Our consideration of the 

thoughts and opinions of others? 

8. Our willingness to wait: on oth-

ers, on God, on circumstances? 

9. Our prayer life? 

Can you think of other indicators 

there may be in our life? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

You cannot look on God’s face and live—at least not as you did before. 

Pray for the Conferences and Meetings of all the Brethren groups. 

Better to seek God’s guidance than to demand His answers. 

Silence is sometimes found to be more painful than words. 

The past is often not as good as we remember it to be. 

Don’t expect a resurrected life without a cross. 

Silence is sometimes the better answer. 

Be an Isaiah 58:11 watered garden. 

Tend the garden of your heart. 

REFLECTIONS 

Edna Baker 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

March 25, 2018; Cascade Valley, WA 

 Sandra Haney 

 Miranda Root 

April 11, 2018; Shiloh, OH 

 Austyn Layman 

April 11, 2018; Sugar Grove, OH 

 Alex Layman 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

April 15, 2018; Mt. Zion, PA 

 Lenora Oyler 

 Alex and Jaima Lesher 

 Tyler and Shenae Layman 

 

 

 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

June 3, 2018 .............. Annual Conference 

Sept. 15, 2018 ................... Clearwater, IN 

Sept. 22, 2018 ......... Western Kansas, KS 

Sept. 29, 2018 ......... Covenant Valley, VA 

Sept. 29, 2018 ............ Pleasant View, OH 

Oct. 13, 2018 ................. Lower  Twin, OH 

Oct. 27, 2018 ................Kidron Valley, KS 

Nov. 3, 2018 ............ Columbia River, WA 

Nov. 10, 2018 .................... Covington, OH 

Nov. 10, 2018 ......... West Manchester, IN 

 

 

 

DISTRICT NOTICES 

Fall Creek Building Purchase 

The Fall Creek Church at Pend-

leton, Indiana has recently acquired a 

church house that seems to be a good 

fit for our congregation. We have al-

ready been blessed with a lot of sup-

port and acknowledge we will need 

your continued prayers and encour-

agement to fully utilize this opportuni-

ty. In the past several years we have 

been asked to make it known when 

this opportunity arose, so the financial 

obligation that comes along with it 

could be shared by others across the 

brotherhood. We appreciate your in-

terest and offer the following infor-

mation. 

Contributions can be made through 

the Brethren Charity Fund, for the 

Fall Creek Church Building Fund, or 

to the building fund treasurer: 

Justin Filbrun 

 

 

Thank You 

God Bless 

Fall Creek Church 

 

 

 

Zillah Meeting Schedule 

The members of the Zillah congre-

gation have agreed on a new meeting 

schedule, beginning May 6, 2018. 

The schedule will be as follows: 

1st Sunday — 6:30 pm 

2nd Sunday — 10:00 am 

3rd Sunday — 10:00 am 

4th Sunday— no meeting  

5th Sunday — the schedule will fol-

low the North West schedule. Please 

check the NC web site calendar.  

Marvin Mohler 
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BRETHREN CHURCH—NC 

2018 Annual Conference 

The Lord being our helper, the 

Conference is scheduled to be held 

June 2–5 at Wesleyan University, 

4201 S. Washington St., Marion, Indi-

ana, 46953. 

Information Packets for the Confer-

ence have been or will be distributed 

to each District Contact Person.  You 

may also access the Information Pack-

et through the following site: 

www.ogbbc.org/2018AMInfoPacket. 

This online packet will also have dif-

ferent areas to volunteer for jobs using 

a Signup Genius link. If you would 

like to help, please visit the website 

and sign up for volunteer jobs or con-

tact the committees who are asking 

for help, even though the March 31 

deadline is past. Thank you in ad-

vance for your willingness to serve! 

We are asking that each household 

planning to attend the Conference 

kindly cooperate with our reservation 

process by responding to the items in 

this package that pertain to the plans 

of each person in your household. It is 

very important that we receive your 

responses. 

Anyone seeking lodging accommo-

dations in the university dorm rooms 

and all who plan to eat meals provided 

by the Conference are to have the res-

ervation information submitted to: 

Conference Registration 

 

 

 

Anyone receiving the packet late or 

deciding at a later time to attend the 

Conference should submit the reserva-

tions as soon as their plans are 

known, even if it is later than March 

31.  Those who decide to attend at the 

last minute can be accommodated at 

the Information Desk upon arrival.  

The Information Center is located at 

the Piazza Terrace inside the Barnes 

Student Center on campus and will be 

open from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on 

Friday, June 1, and will open at 6:30 

a.m. on Saturday, June 2.  All Confer-

ence attendees should go to the Infor-

mation Center upon arrival at the 

Conference site. 

The first worship service is sched-

uled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on Satur-

day, June 2.  

The brethren and sisters, young folks, 

and children of California are looking 

forward to hosting this meeting. We 

extend a warm welcome to all who 

desire to attend.  

We anticipate a time of fellowship, 

friendship, and worship together. Our 

prayer is that God will be glorified, 

Jesus will be lifted up, and His King-

dom expanded. 

  On behalf of the 2018 Committee of 

Arrangements, 

           Jason Brubaker, Secretary 

http://www.ogbbc.org/2018AMInfoPacket
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SOME DAY 

Some day, some soon coming day, 

The trumpet shall sound, 

Shall sound with a blast! 

A blast both long and loud! 

The deepest cell, darkest den, 

Highest towers, and greatest men, 

The exiled saint, and careless soul, 

All shall know, shall surely know… 

The piercing tones, no escape, 

Strange and sweet and long, 

Or rude and rough and strong, 

Clarion call, reaching all! 

Gripping thought, this is the day! 

A glint of eye, a turn of ear, 

A thrill of joy! Or dread and fear, 

Time is past, Christ is here! 

Oh soul of man, soul immortal, 

Peace, peace have you truly made? 

Christ is coming, the axe is laid! 

Someday, some soon coming day! 

AMEN! 

“For the Lord himself shall descend…” 

(I Thess. 4:16–17) 

Galen Mohler 

 

 
HEAVEN OR HELL  

Sometimes happiness is not what you think 

Due to self-will we are bound to sink.  

Many have tried but all have failed,  

So to the cross Jesus was nailed.  

 

He died not just for me, but all of you, 

Go to Him in prayer, ask what to do; 

For without Him you cannot be saved, 

Follow the devil and have your soul enslaved. 

 

You can continue in your own desire,  

But you’ll end up swimming in Satan’s fire, 

Or, you can be happy, but don’t hesitate,  

For you can freely walk through God’s gate.  

We get the choice of Heaven or Hell,  
Only by our choices can we tell.  
We can walk in faith or continue self-will, 
No matter what; God believes in us still. 
 
See He only asks we repent of our sins, 
So eternal happiness for us can begin.  
NOW, will you continue in faith or as before? 
Do you care to walk through Satan’s or God’s 

FRONT DOOR?  

John and Evelyn Sarver 
 

 

 
JUST ME AGAIN 

Marcus Miller 

Once more I come before Your throne, 
My pleas before Your face are known; 
For oft before I’ve come this way, 
You’ve seen me here from day to day. 
I trust You’ve often seen my face 
It’s me again at the Throne of Grace. 
 
Your praise I’ve brought from time to time, 
Adored your name in words sublime. 
Again, in deep remorse I’ve come, 
Sometimes my lips and tongue are dumb. 
Though often times You’ve heard my case, 
I’m here again at the Throne of Grace. 
 
Lord, many a plea and prayer I’ve brought, 
And many a need and want I’ve sought. 
Though many a sin I’ve here confessed, 
And many a love for You professed, 
Yet always I’ve found at Your Throne a place, 
So it’s me again at the Throne of Grace. 
 
To come oft times is my strong desire. 
Oh, Lord, of my pleadings never tire. 
Though often times in the day or night, 
Please hear my pleas and my praise and plight. 
Oh, Lord, don’t tire when You see my face. 
It’s just me again at the Throne of Grace. 

Selected by, 

Paul Rumble 

Poems 
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HOW LONG, O LORD, HOW LONG? 

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 

the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 

testimony which they held: 

And they cried with a loud voice saying, 

How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 

our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was 

said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until 

their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be 

killed as they were, should be fulfilled” (Rev. 6:9–11). 

 

How long, O Lord, How long, Is the saints despairing cry! 

How long, O Lord, How long? They ask and wonder why? 

 

There is killing and lying and fear, malice and wickedness abound.  

Blasphemy, anger and hatred, evil and sin all around. 

 

Hypocrisies, guile and lust, divers pleasures, clamor and spite. 

Evil speaking, bitterness and wrath, men despising the Light. 

 

How long, O Lord, How long? 

Disobedient, evil, defrauders, communications of filth and greed. 

Whoremongers, sorcerers, and idolaters, men of every evil deed. 

The backbiters, busybodies and tattlers, sowers of discord and disorder.  

Devisers of mischief and falsehood, inventors of evil and murder. 

 

How long, O Lord, How long? 

There’s the drunkard, the sloth, and the striker, the self-willed, 

the brawler and fool.  

Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, double-tongued, the evil 

and the cruel. 

Haters of God and our Savior, boasters and haters of Your Word. 

Disobedient servants of pleasure. Of such we’re weary, O Lord. 

 

How long, O Lord, How long? 

Covetous, proud and unthankful, lovers of self more than 

others, 

Traitors, trucebreakers and accusers, haters of fathers and 

mothers.  
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23 

Fierce, unholy and high-minded, despisers of those that are good.  
Without natural affection, completely neglecting Your Word. 
 
How long, O Lord, How long? 
Heresies, disunion and contention, witchcraft, revellings and 
such like, 
Biting and devouring one another, rebellion and envyings and 
strife, 
Filthy wantonness and jealous indignation. 
Our spirits are vexed with filthy conversation. 
 
How long, O Lord, How long? 
Then we stop  and we hear, 
 
“How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? 
How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my 
laws? 
How long will this people provoke me? 
And how long will it be ere they believe me? 
How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which 
murmur against me? O ye sons of men, how long will ye 
turn my glory into shame? 
How long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? 
O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be 
with you, and suffer you?” 
 
O Lord forgive. 
We, too, fall under condemnation as our Lord wonders “how 
long” until we will have faith and trust in Him! 
Yes, we sigh and we say as we notice the trends, “This evil gen-
eration, when will it end?” 
But our Lord is longsuffering and patient and kind. 
We too should be of this very same mind. 
 
How long, O Lord, How long? 
 
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh.” 
 

Donna Markley 
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BOYD — Margaret L. (Long) was 

born December 5, 1923, near Pyr-

mont, Indiana, to Bernice and Ruth 

(Stoner) Long. She grew up at Wil-

kinson, Indiana, before moving to the 

Pendleton area where she lived her 

remaining life. She passed away in 

her home, January 2, 2018, at the age 

of 94. 

Mother was baptized on September 

7, 1941, and was a member of the Old 

German Baptist Brethren Church. 

On June 12, 1943, she married Earl 

Boyd. 

After finishing their Civilian Pub-

lic Service work in Maryland, they 

made their home in the Beech Grove 

district near Pendleton, Indiana, 

where they were engaged in farming. 

We children appreciate growing up in 

a home where the Biblical principle of 

hospitality was a priority. Romans 

12:13: “Distributing to the necessity 

of saints: given to hospitality.” 

She is survived by 2 sons, Roger 

and Bonnie, Kevin and Vicky and 3 

daughters, Roger and Norma Rapp, 

Raymond and Anna Marie Oyler, and 

Larry and Melinda Filbrun. Survi-

vors include 20 grandchildren and 51 

great-grandchildren; 1 brother, John 

and Betty Long; 5 sisters, Evelyn 

Hollinger, Nellie Benedict, Nancy 

Bowser, Richard and Martha Hess 

and Roger and Ruth Emma Benedict; 

2 brothers-in-law, Lloyd Oyler and 

Donald Cook; 1 sister-in-law, Juanita 

Long. 

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; husband; 1 grandson, Brad-

ley Filbrun; 1 great-grandson, Connor 

Oyler; 2 brothers, Robert and Thelma 

Long and Wilmer Long; 2 sisters, 

Mildred Oyler, and Mary Cook; 3 

brothers-in-law, Charles Hollinger, 

Willis Benedict, and Roger Bowser.  

We feel Mother’s life was an ex-

pression of I John 3:18, “My little 

children, let us not love in word, nei-

ther in tongue; but in deed and in 

truth.” 

Funeral services were held in the 

Beech Grove meeting house on 

Sunday, January 7. Mark Riffey 

had a family service in the church 

basement with edifying thoughts 

on “kindness” (Tit. 3:4–7). The 

opening message of “longing for 

Christ” was given by David Miller 

(Phil. 1:23). Sherman Long then 

gave the main message, “Who can 

separate us from the love (life) of 

Christ” (Rom. 8:35–39)? After buri-

al in the Pleasant Valley Cemetery, 

Pendleton, the service was closed 

with comforting thoughts given by 

Daniel Bowman. 

There is a place where my hopes are stayed, 

My heart and my treasure are there, 

Where verdure and blossoms never fade, 

And fields are eternally fair. 

The Family 

 

 

LAVY — Esther Mae (Barnhart), 

the fourth of six daughters born to 

Joel and Seville (Grisso) Barnhart, 

was born December 11, 1923, in Mi-

ami County, Ohio. She died on Janu-

ary 31,2018, at the age of 94. 

     She married Dallas Rutherford 

Lavy, son of Wesley and Esther 

(Bowman) Lavy, on January 1, 1942. 

     They both received Christian bap-

tism on November 8, 1945. 

      Esther was actively involved on 

the family farm for many years, car-

ing for their livestock and helping 

with the field work. She loved people 

and was always eager to express her 

love. 

Obituaries 
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    Esther was a faithful supporter of 

her husband when he was called to 

the deacon’s responsibilities on April 

12, 1952, and also when he was given 

the responsibility of preaching the 

Gospel on January 2, 1954. 

    Dal and Esther enjoyed 67 years of 

marriage together until his death on 

May 5, 2009. They felt blessed to en-

joy a wide circle of friends both at 

home and on their many travels. 

    She is survived by her 3 children, 

Gary and Sharon (Boone) Lavy, Eric 

and Shirley (Lavy) Rich, Martin and 

Carolyn (Lavy-Rohling) Blocher; 12 

g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  3 8  g r e a t -

grandchildren, and 17 great-great-

grandchildren.  She was preceded in 

death by one son-in-law, Donald 

Rohling. 

    During her sunset years, Esther 

was treasured by her Maple Grove 

church congregation for her continu-

ing fervency in prayer for each fami-

ly. 

    Although we now have the final 

date to engrave on our parent’s tomb-

stone, we feel they are enjoying an 

eternal existence with Jesus Christ. 

   Dal and Esther’s Children 

 

 

BRUBAKER — Donald Charles, 

eldest son of Amos T. and Mary F. 

(Miller) Brubaker, was born January 

22, 1923, near Buck Creek, Indiana. 

From the presence of loving family he 

passed peacefully into the realm of 

eternity in the early evening of Feb-

ruary 4, 2018, at the age of 95 years. 

A farmer from his youth, Donald 

enjoyed life, meeting it as a doer and 

a fixer. To him, difficulties became 

opportunities, and the right tool was 

a treasure. He responded to the 

Lord’s call in 1941 and was baptized 

into the fellowship of the Old German 

Baptist Brethren Church. 

On April 14, 1944, he was united 

in marriage with Alma E. Boone. 

Sharing was a hallmark of their mar-

riage even to their shared date of 

birth. Together they shared life’s joys 

and sorrows for 71 years, until her 

passing on May 22, 2015. Their mu-

tual respect and love for each other 

provided their four children a solid 

and happy home. 

Donald was elected to the Deacon’s 

office on December 5, 1964, serving 

faithfully along with his companion. 

In his declining years, he was anoint-

ed on two occasions according to the 

instructions of the apostle James. 

Donald’s love for his fellow man, his 

devotion to his family, his dedication 

to his church, and his faith in God, 

were well conveyed with little need of 

words. His four children and their 

companions count it a privilege to have 

kept him in their homes over the few 

years since the death of their mother. 

Needing increasing care over the past 

four months, Donald remained in his 

daughter’s home where family and 

dear friends, as well as Hospice care-

givers, have given loving assistance. 

Donald is survived by his children, 

Marcus and his wife, Sherrill, Steven 

and his wife, Linda, Jay and his wife, 

Julie, and Suzanne Longenecker and 

her husband, Jesse; 20 grandchil-

dren; 89 great-grandchildren; and 5 

great-great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his companion, he 

was preceded in death by his parents, 

his brother Louis, and two great-

grandchildren, Landon Root and 

Caleb Root. 

Funeral services were conducted at 

the North Fork meetinghouse on Feb-

ruary 8, with the home brethren offi-

ciating. The resurrection power of our 

Lord was held forth using II Corinthi-

ans 4:5 through 5:1. Truly “…we have 

this treasure in earthen vessels, that 

the excellency of the power may be of 

OBITUARIES 
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God, and not of us.” His body was laid 

to rest in the adjacent cemetery to 

await the trump of God. 

We rejoice in hope as we commit 

our loved one’s body to the grave and 

his spirit to God who gave it. “The 

lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 

places; yea I have a goodly herit-

age” (Ps. 16:6). 

The Family 

 

FLORY — Lois Naomi was born 

June 4, 1922, in Deering, North Dako-

ta, the 7th of 9 children of William 

and Lillie (Frank) Dunlop. She passed 

away peacefully from this life to her 

eternal home with the Lord, at Dale 

Commons, Modesto, California, on 

February 13, 2018, at the age of 95 

years, 8 months, and 9 days.  

She moved with her family to Mod-

esto as a teenager. She accepted Jesus 

Christ as her Savior and was baptized 

on March 20, 1938, and was a member 

of the Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church—New Conference.  

She was married on March 16, 1940,  

to Weston E. Bauman, and to this un-

ion were born 3 children. They spent 

their married life in Modesto and for 

many years, Lois and Weston owned 

and operated Melody Corner, a Bible 

bookstore in Ceres, California. Lois 

was a homemaker with a servant’s 

heart and, as a family, we have many 

memories of cousin get-togethers, 

camping excursions, and day trips with 

friends. Lois and Weston were married 

for 52 years until his passing in 1992.  

Lois then married Howard Flory on  

March 17, 1994, and they were blessed  

with nearly 24 years together. They  

enjoyed serving together, including 

her helping Howard in the Deacon’s 

office. They had many wonderful fly-

ing trips and company excursions. In 

her later years, she was comforted by 

the anointing.  

She leaves her beloved husband; her 

3 children, Vance and Jan, Naomi and 

Mike Barton, and Laurel and Brian 

Balsbaugh; 9 grandchildren, Heather 

and James Fultz, Ed and Jean Bauman, 

Michael and Lisa Barton, Ben Bals-

baugh, Heidi and Aaron Young, Jean-

ette and Anthony Bowman, Jake and 

Joy Balsbaugh, Jennifer and Zane Shel-

labarger, and Katie and Nick Stowe; 24 

great-grandchildren, Paxton, Josie,  

Tilly, and Wesley Fultz, Denver and  

Krystal Bauman, Jamin, Landon, and  

Jenessa Barton, Luke Balsbaugh, Es-

tee, Ely, Sophie, Cephas, and Asher 

Young, Kirby, Brock, and Tonya Bow-

man, Drew Balsbaugh, Stella, Lillie, 

and Eva Shellabarger, and Jack and 

Allie Stowe; a brother, Paul and Char-

lotte; 4 step-children, Becky and Nor-

man Layman, Marlin and Donna Flory, 

Shirley and Tom Denlinger, and Rod 

and Claudia Flory; 11 step-

grandchildren;  42 step -great-

grandchildren; and 5 step-great-great-

grandchildren.  

She was also preceded in death by 4 

brothers, Donovan, Linden, Gordon, 

and John; 3 sisters, Vivian Puckett, 

Charlotte, and Ruth Ayers; a grand-

son, William Balsbaugh; a step-

daughter-in-law, Janie Flory; a step-

grandson, Jesse Flory; and a step-

great-grandson, Travis Layman.  

Funeral services were held at the  

Old German Baptist Brethren—NC 

meetinghouse in Modesto, with Mark 

Grover, David Rumble, and Roger 

Gish officiating. The burial service at 

Wood Colony Cemetery, Modesto, was 

led by Mike Flora and Aaron Young.  

As we pay our final respects to our  

mother, wife, grandmother, and great-  

grandmother, we rejoice in the prom-

ise of Jesus as He says, “I am the res-

urrection and the life.” We have the 

promise of eternity in His presence as 

we reunite with our loved ones around 

His throne, singing His praises for 

eternity. What a day that will be!  

The Family  
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FLORA — Jeffery Dean, son of Den-
nis E. and Julia A. (Kinzie) Flora, was 
born May 16, 1964, at Home Hospital 
in Lafayette, Indiana. On March 3, 
2018, Jeff went to be with Jesus after 
a fall from his car hauler trailer and 
nine days spent in Ohio State Univer-
sity Hospital. 

He married Sarah Kay Stambaugh 
on March 16, 1991, at her home in 
Claypool, Indiana. He was baptized on 
August 7, 1992, and was a member of 
the West Manchester district of the 
Old German Baptist Brethren Church 
—New Conference at his death.  

They were blessed with two daugh-
ters, Alaina Kay and Marillis Ray, 
who were very special to him. He 
loved spending time doing things or 
just simply talking and sharing to-
gether with them. 

He always had a smile and some-
thing encouraging to say to everyone 
around him. As he drove truck, he 
spent many hours sharing with oth-
ers.  

He really enjoyed spending time 
with young folks, and he held a special 
care in his heart for them.  

Jeff spent many hours praying for 
those dear to him and for those hurt-
ing in life. He will long be remembered 
for this ministry. 

In addition to his loving wife and 
daughters, he leaves his parents; one 
brother, Brian (Kim) Flora; one sister, 
Lisa (Kevin) Long; father- and mother
-in-law, Dale and Vivian (Blocher) 
Stambaugh; 2 sisters-in-law, Deborah 
(Bill) Sisk, Dinah (Dwight) Dutter; 
many dear nieces and nephews, uncles 
and aunts.  

He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Mose and Ruby Flora, 
and Edward and Oral Kinzie; 1 neph-
ew, Nicholas Flora; grandparents-in-
law, Arlin and Carmen Stambaugh 
and Ray and Lucile Blocher.  

Funeral services were held at the 
North Manchester Old German Bap-
tist Brethren church on March 9, 
2018, with words of encouragement by 
the brethren. He was laid to rest in 
the Pleasant Hill cemetery beside the 
West Manchester church.  

“How sweet to reflect on those joys that 
await me, 

In yon blissful region, the haven of 
rest, 

Where glorified spirits with welcome 
shall greet me, 

And lead me to mansions prepared for 
the blest.” 

The Family 
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