
…of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

 

OMIPRESENT 

I found God in the dawning 

In the crimson flight of night, 

In the notes of the birds at matins, 

In the sun-burst glory light. 

 

I found Him in a garden, 

In the dew-drenched columbine, 

In the shy and modest clinging  

Of the morning-glory vine. 

 

I found Him in the patches 

Of the white clouds floating high, 

That touched with animation 

The majestic vault of sky. 

 

I found Him in a roadway, 

Through a quiet countryside, 

And on a lake at sunset, 

Where the golden ripples ride. 

 

At last in purple twilight 

In the cooling, fragrant air, 

I heard God’s presence whisper—  

I knew that He was there. 

 

Frank G. Weaver 

“. . . lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  Matt. 28:20 
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Editorial 

RELATIONSHIPS 

There are two major levels of 

relationship in the life of every 

Christian, one sometimes de-

scribed as a horizontal relation-

ship and the other a vertical rela-

tionship. The horizontal relation-

ship is that between an individual 

and his or her fellowman. The ver-

tical relationship is that between 

an individual and God. The hori-

zontal relationship may be be-

tween one person and another in-

dividual or between a person and 

a community. The vertical rela-

tionship is between one’s self and 

God alone. The latter is often an 

extremely personal relationship 

and it is, in time and in eternity, 

the most important. 

Interpersonal relationships are 

experienced everywhere and at all 

times. In marriage. In the family. 

At our places of employment. In 

the store. Everywhere. Relation-

ships in the setting of community 

is faced in our extended family, in 

our neighborhoods, in the civil set-

ting, as our interaction with gov-

ernment, and, dear to us all, in the 

church fellowship community. In-

dividual to individual relation-

ships may develop in any of these 

settings and may become very per-

sonal and important. Most of us 

naturally develop a very personal 

relationship between husband and 

wife. We are extremely close to 

parents and children. We may de-

velop close and personal relation-

ships with a brother or sister in 

the church. But these are relation-

ships for time. None are as person-

al and intimate—and eternal—as 

that which we enjoy with our God. 

Brotherhood community is im-

portant for fellowship, for encour-

agement, for mutual support, for 

physical and spiritual sustenance. 

While interpersonal relationships 

develop within the community of 

believers we have always been 

warned not to become too closely 

attached to the things of this life. 

Earthly ties, both interpersonal 

and communal, are dear. But none 

is so dear as that which we experi-

ence now and shall experience 

when we meet our Savior face to 

face. 

Christian bonds, some of which 

last a lifetime, shall continue in a 

greater depth into eternity. We 

love to gather with the church 

community and look forward with 

anticipation to meeting one anoth-

er in Heaven. But nothing is as 

dear here as a personal relation-

ship with Jesus Christ who loved 

us so much that He left the splen-

dor of Glory to live and suffer, to 

bleed and die that we—that I—

might be restored to a relationship 

dearer than all earthly ties. 

Marcus Miller 

RELATIONSHIPS 
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ISO 9001 COMPLIANCE 

ISO 9001 is an international 

standard for a Quality Manage-

ment System used by many com-

panies to provide better customer 

satisfaction by improving quality, 

service and delivery.  It also pro-

vides continual improvement with-

in the company.  General require-

ments for this standard are to de-

velop, use, and improve a Quality 

Management System.  This sys-

tem must be documented with a 

Quality Manual which includes 

procedures, forms, drawings, etc. 

to operate the system.  These doc-

uments must be controlled to en-

sure they are accurate and cur-

rent.  Then records must be creat-

ed and maintained to show that 

the system is working. 

Some people explain this whole 

process in a few simple words: 

“Say what you do; do what you 

say.”  Then it must be followed up 

with: “Prove it, and improve it.”  A 

company is said to be ISO 9001 

compliant (or certified) when they 

have adopted this standard and 

are regularly audited to prove 

their compliance. 

In our Christian walk, we also 

need to comply with the same sim-

ple steps: say what we do; do what 

we say; prove it; and improve it.  

Our customers are those we 

serve—our families, brethren and 

sisters, neighbors, supervisors, co-

workers, and all whom we meet.  

Like a company making a product 

to sell, we want to give our cus-

tomers the best that we have: en-

couragement, admonition, love, 

kindness, physical help, financial 

aid, etc.  Let’s examine, a little 

more closely, how we can apply 

these four steps to our lives: Say 

what you do; Do what you say; 

Prove it; and Improve it. 

Say What You Do 

For an ISO 9001 company, they 

“say what they do” by writing 

down their procedures and keep-

ing them in a manual.  But for 

God’s people, we don’t practice this 

the same way.  In fact, we ought 

not to write down all the good 

deeds we do.  That would only lead 

to pride.  The record-keeping is for 

the Lord to do—and He does a 

much better job of that than we 

could.  Also, He has already writ-

ten down all the procedures for us 

to follow.  They are in His Quality 

Manual—His Word. 

The way this applies to the 

Christian is in the form of verbally 

saying what we do.  Our duty is to 

tell others of the plan of salvation.  

If they don’t know the Lord Jesus 

Christ, we need to tell them who 

He is and that we can only have 

eternal life through Him.  Jesus 

asked His disciples, “Whom say ye 

that I am?”  We ought to respond 

as Peter did, saying “Thou art the 

General 
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Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

Yes, we confess this at our bap-

tism, but is that the only time we 

say it?  I hope not.  We ought to 

frequently tell others about the 

Lord and how much we love Him.  

A good place to begin is to tell our 

own family and those we’re close 

to.  Then we can branch out to tell-

ing others.  And, we should also 

tell the Lord how much we love 

Him. 

Jesus said to “Go and teach all 

nations.”  He also says, in Mat-

thew 10:32–33, “Whosoever there-

fore shall confess me before men, 

him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven.  But 

whosoever shall deny me before 

men, him will I also deny before 

my Father which is in heaven.”  

Do we expect Jesus to be any more 

earnest in confessing us to the Fa-

ther than we are in confessing 

Christ to other people? 

One example of “saying what we 

do” is at the communion table.  

When we give the holy kiss, we 

say to our brother that we love 

him.  When we break the com-

munion bread and pass the cup, 

we tell our brother that these rep-

resent the communion of the body 

and blood of Christ. 

Another way we “say what we 

do” is to confess our faults and 

sins to others.  James 5:16 says to 

“Confess your faults one to anoth-

er, and pray one for another, that 

ye may be healed.”  This is part of 

what we commonly hear about 

being transparent to one another.  

If we try to hide our faults and 

sins from our fellowman, we are 

deceiving ourselves, and we may 

also try to hide them from God—

which is impossible.  It’s better for 

us to be humble and tell others of 

our faults than to try to give the 

impression that we don’t make 

mistakes. 

Also, we need to confess our sins 

to God.  Tell Him of our mistakes 

as soon as we recognize them.  

Don’t be like the Pharisee who 

went up to the temple to pray, and 

told God how good he was. We 

need to be humble, like the publi-

can, and confess our faults to Him.  

“If we confess our sins, he is faith-

ful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unright-

eousness” (I John 1:9). 

There are also some words of 

caution about “saying what we 

do.”  Sometimes it can be carried 

too far.  For example, some people 

always want to tell others what 

they have been doing rather than 

show an interest in what others 

have been doing, or what their 

needs are.  Let’s not have a “look 

what I’ve been doing” attitude.  In 

ISO 9001 COMPLIANCE 

If we try to hide our 

faults and sins from 

our fellowman, we are 

deceiving ourselves, 

and we may also try to 

hide them from God— 
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Matthew 6, Jesus warned us about 

this when He said we should not 

do our alms before men, to be seen 

of them, but do them in secret. 

In all of our “saying what we 

do,” we need to make sure that 

what we say comes from the heart.  

In other words, “Say what you 

mean, and mean what you say.”  I 

suspect that this is too often 

abused, especially in the raising of 

children.  Sometimes we hear a 

form of corrective action being 

threatened if a child does not im-

prove their behavior.  When the 

child does not respond in a posi-

tive way, we wonder if the correc-

tive action will really be adminis-

tered.  If not, the parents’ integrity 

could be questioned. 

Do What You Say 

If we say we love the Lord, do 

our lives really show it?  If we tru-

ly do love Him, we will be follow-

ing His commandments and pre-

cepts.  If we have fed the hungry, 

given a drink to those who are 

thirsty, taken in the strangers, 

clothed the naked, visited the sick, 

and gone to see those in prison, 

then the Lord knows that we love 

Him.  Words without actions to 

back them up, are meaningless.  

Good intentions will get us no-

where.  We need to be “doers” of 

God’s Word.  James 1:22 says, 

“But be ye doers of the word, and 

not hearers only, deceiving your 

own selves.” 

Do we pray to the Lord, asking 

Him to bless someone, and just let 

it go at that?  We need to put 

hands and feet to our words and 

requests to bless the person we’re 

praying for.  In Matthew 23:3, Je-

sus warns us to not do as the 

scribes and Pharisees “for they 

say, and do not.”  Remember—

actions speak louder than words.  

Our fruits tell if we really do what 

we say. 

In Matthew 21:28–31, Jesus 

told of a certain man who had two 

sons whom he asked to work in his 

vineyard.  The second son did not 

do the will of his father, for he said 

he would go and work, but he did 

not go.  Let us take heed to this 

lesson and always be careful that 

we “do what we say” for the Lord, 

and for our fellowman.  And then 

with all or our doing, let’s make 

sure we follow Colossians 3:23, 

“Whatsoever you do, do it heartily, 

as to the Lord, and not unto men.” 

Sometimes, due to circumstanc-

es beyond our control, it may not 

be possible to follow through and 

do exactly what we say.  In that 

case, we may have to make an 

apology or do “next best.”  But if 

we consistently don’t do what we 

say, then we are not trustworthy 

or dependable. 

Prove It 

In the workplace, sometimes 

auditors arrive unexpectedly to 

inspect records and to question the 

employees about their procedures 

to see if the company is “doing 

June, 2018 



7 

what they say.”  We too, need to 

check ourselves to see if we say 

what we do, and do what we say.  

This is simply a self-examination, 

as the following Scriptures in-

struct us.  “Examine yourselves, 

whether ye be in the faith; prove 

your own selves…” (II Cor. 13:5).  

“But let every man prove his own 

work, and then shall he have re-

joicing in himself alone, and not in 

another” (Gal. 6:4).  “Prove all 

things; hold fast that 

which is good” (I 

Thess. 5:21). 

We can usually 

observe the lives 

of other profess-

ing Christians 

and determine 

whether or not 

they are living the 

life they claim to be liv-

ing.  We have met some people, 

and only been with them a short 

time, when it is very evident that 

they have a close walk with the 

Lord.  For others, we may not even 

be able to tell that they know the 

Lord.  Likewise, others will know 

if we are following the Lord and 

doing what we say we are doing.  

Let’s ask our loved ones if we are 

living up to our word—or ask our 

brother or sister whom we’re close 

to.  Many times others can see our 

faults that we tend to overlook.  

We will be known by our fruits.  

Where we find that we’ve failed in 

living according to the “Quality 

Manual,” then it’s time to move on 

to the next step by making correc-

tions. 

Improve It 

No matter what we do, or how 

we live, we always have room for 

improvement.  Since we’ve done 

our self-examination, by compar-

ing our lives with God’s Word (the 

Quality Manual), we should know 

what areas need improving.  For 

now, we’re primarily inter-

ested in improving our 

“ s a y i n g ”  a n d 

“doing.” 

When we consid-

er our “saying,” 

or the things we 

say, we should 

also consider our 

thoughts—for God 

knows our thoughts, 

and we’ll be judged for 

them as well as for our words.  If 

we think or talk about someone’s 

faults, start looking for their good 

points and think and talk about 

those instead.  If we see someone 

(believer or non-believer) commit 

some sin, are we quiet about it?  If 

so, we need to kindly tell them of 

their error and encourage them to 

do right.  If we don’t spend enough 

time talking to God in prayer, let’s 

set aside certain times every day 

to do that.  If we haven’t shared 

the Good News of the Gospel with 

an unsaved person, make a con-

science effort to do so.  If we some-

times say things we wish we 

ISO 9001 COMPLIANCE 

Do we pray to the 

Lord, asking Him 

to bless someone, 

and just let it go 

at that? 
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wouldn’t have said, we need to 

stop before we speak and decide if 

it’s something we really ought to 

say. 

In order to improve our “doing,” 

maybe we need to change our pri-

orities, and concentrate on doing 

things for others rather than doing 

“what self wants to do.”  We actu-

ally receive more satisfaction and 

blessing when we do something for 

someone else or visit the widows 

and those with afflictions.  Maybe 

we need to set aside a certain day 

every week or month for visiting 

others.  Do we give enough to 

charity?  With all that the Lord 

has blessed us with, we could 

probably give some more.  We can 

probably all be more cheerful and 

smiling.  If we don’t spend enough 

time reading and studying God’s 

Word, let’s come up with a plan to 

do so. 

If we’ve followed these steps, 

we’re now ready for an audit.  

That audit can come at any time, 

so, “Be ye also ready.”  If we’ve 

done what is written in our Quali-

ty Manual, we will be in compli-

ance, and will hear that call, “Well 

done, thou good and faithful serv-

ant…enter thou into the joy of thy 

lord.”  May the Lord help us to 

“say what we do, and do what we 

say.” 

Darryl Filbrun 

 

 

PERCEPTION PROBLEM! 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect 

peace, whose mind is stayed on 

thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

Isaiah 26:3 

 Are you experiencing this per-

fect peace of which Isaiah speaks?  

As children of GOD, we desire this 

peace, don’t we?  But speaking 

from experience, we lose His peace 

when we take our minds from the 

LORD and His Word and make 

anyone or anything else our pri-

mary focus.  Why would the 

prophet Isaiah and many, many 

other verses in the Bible need to 

remind us of this fact?  Is it possi-

ble that one of the reasons we take 

our minds from GOD and His 

Word is because we have a faulty 

perception of our LORD?   

Why wouldn’t we trust our 

LORD?  Why, with our minds, and 

sometimes with our bodies, are we 

tempted to run away from GOD?  

Even though we have the head 

knowledge about GOD and His 

Word?  Why would we be tempted 

to turn away from our only Source 

of Life?!  Does a newborn turn 

away from it’s mother?  Does a 

flower turn away from the sun?  

Even His creation around us 

teaches us!   Healthy newborns cry 

to be close to their mothers.  Plant 

life seeks the life-giving sun!  

Flowers turn their faces toward it!  

And yet, in Luke 5:8 the fisher-

man Peter said to JESUS, “Depart 

from me; for I am a sinful man, O 

June, 2018 
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Lord.”  But if we’re sinful, we need 

to run toward our Saviour, not run 

away!  He came to save us from 

our sin!  Within a few years of 

making this statement, Peter un-

derstood this also!  JESUS is the 

only remedy for our sinful state!!  

And only HE can give us His per-

fect peace.  

 Ever since GOD created hu-

manity, Satan has been trying to 

distort our perception or our view 

of GOD.  To the first man and 

woman he said,  “Yea, hath GOD 

said…” (Gen. 3:1)?  Satan and his 

world system and our own sin 

would have us questioning and 

doubting and disbelieving and dis-

trusting the LORD and His Word!  

And when we find ourselves be-

lieving the enemy’s lies about 

GOD, we tend to run away from 

Him instead of running to Him.  

The father of lies uses our past, 

our relationships, our circum-

stances, our weaknesses, and 

many other of our life experiences 

to try to deceive us about our lov-

ing Father.  However, praise His 

Name, our doubting thoughts and 

emotions have no effect on His 

amazing Love for us and His 

Faithfulness to us! (II Tim. 2:13)  

HE stands ready to supply our 

every need and to satisfy the emp-

tiness and longing in our hearts 

and lives. (Rev. 3:20; Matt. 11:28–

30; I Pet. 5:7)  

Let’s not turn from Him, Dear 

Friends, but let’s run to Him!   Do 

we have a sin problem?  HE came 

to invite us to repent and partake 

of His overcoming power!  Are we 

feeling like we want to be in con-

trol of our lives and the lives of 

others?  HE will bring us to re-

pentance and brokenness and to a 

place of wanting to depend on Him 

alone!  Have we been betrayed?  

HE desires to give us hope and 

healing!  Are we lonely?  HE 

wants to be our constant compan-

ion and comfort!  Are we weak?  

HE wants to be our strength!  Are 

we disappointed?  HE came to give 

us solace.  Are we disillusioned?  

HE invites us to see our world 

through His eyes and heart!  Have 

we suffered tremendous loss?  HE 

has said HE is with us and will 

never leave us or forsake us! 

How is your perception of the 

LORD affecting you?  Are you be-

lieving what the Word says about 

Him?!  Let’s believe it and receive 

it and trust in Him alone!   In 

whatever state we find ourselves, 

let’s confess our weakness and 

turn our faces to the SON!  What a 

glorious privilege and opportunity 

HE continues to give us—to fix our 

hearts and minds on Him, day by 

day, moment by moment!  “And 

the peace of GOD, which passeth 

all understanding, shall keep your 

hearts and minds through Christ 

JESUS” (Phil. 4:7).  

 

Duane and Lisa Bowman 

 

 

PERCEPTION PROBLEM! 
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REST AND REFRESHING 

When we sincerely repent; our Redeemer redeems, restores, renews and 

gives us rest as He refreshes our souls and reveals His truth to us. 

 

Repentance — “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 

sins  may be blotted out…” (Acts 3:19). 

Redemption — “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 

with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversa-

tion received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious 

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot…” 

(I Pet. 1:18–19). 

Restoration — “He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake” (Ps. 23:3). 

Renewal — “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 

knowledge after the image of him that created him…” (Col. 3:10). 

Rest — “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). 

Refreshed — “…when the times of refreshing shall come from the 

presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19 ). 

Revelation — “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 

heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which 

God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed 

them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 

the deep things of God” (I Cor. 2:9–10). 

What is our  

Response in  

Receiving these promises? Surely we  

Rejoice! — “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace 

wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:2). 

May our hearts desire to  

Respect and  

Reverence the King as He  

Reigns over us! 

“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us 

have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence 

and godly fear” (Heb. 12:28).  I want to be 

Real for Jesus and really be thankful and excited to live for Him and be  

Ready for His return!  

Lisa Bowman  
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PRESERVING A  

CHILDLIKE SPIRIT 

PRESERVING A CHILDLIKE SPIRIT 
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In the battle and in the fray, 

the seasoned warrior may not 

notice that amidst his religious 

fervor and spiritual combat, the 

foundations of his Christianity 

may have totally eroded away 

and crumbled to dust. There is no 

loss more tragic for a soul than 

the loss of that spirit of the little 

child. 

Perhaps that is why the Lord 

mentioned, that “…whoso shall 

offend one of these little ones 

which believe in me, it were bet-

ter for him that a millstone were 

hanged about his neck, and that 

he were drowned in the depth of 

the sea” (Matt. 18:6). This is as 

strong of language as there is. To 

offend a child is a sin of such sig-

nificant magnitude that there is 

hardly an equal. 

Now we will look at some of the 

vicious offenders of the childlike 

spirit. 

Anger 

Fathers are exhorted to 

“provoke not your [their] children 

to anger lest they be[come] dis-

couraged” (Col. 3:21). As parents, 

we want our children to grow up 

and mature into a lifestyle that 

honors us and God. And so, we 
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provoke them to do so. This is not 

wrong, as long as it is immersed in 

grace. When grace is thin and dis-

approval drapes the environment 

like a formidable cloud, this dis-

courages the child and anger is the 

inevitable result. 

The wonder of life is lost in the 

disparagement of the clash. Anger 

robs the Christian of the wonder of 

life. What a poor thing life is, 

when the wonder of it all passes 

away. 

Whenever we exalt our personal 

understanding, we become angry. 

When our plans are crossed, our 

wishes are ignored, and our under-

standing is breached, anger is the 

gourd that brings death to the pot 

(II Kings 4:39–40). “…Let not the 

sun go down upon your 

wrath” (Eph. 4:26). Children do 

not, but when adults do, they rise 

on the morrow to be greeted by the 

cup of—bitterness… 

Bitterness 

The joy of childhood is its recep-

tivity. The greatest duty of it is to 

receive. But we have so overlaid 

this present with yesterday’s sin 

and with tomorrow’s prospects, 

that we have little heart for to-

day’s message. 

Bitterness is the hardening of 

the heart, and it feeds on the of-

fense of yesterday’s dust, so that 

there is no vacancy left for the dew 

of the morning. 

We are to take no fretful 

thought for the morrow, and nei-

ther shall we be anxious for yes-

terday’s pain. We must consider 

the lilies and be a child again. Life 

is laden with plenteous mishaps 

and abuse, and it is much too 

short to spend our time cataloging 

each one of them. 

Those who refuse to let the little 

children come and exemplify for 

them the cure of their petty and 

feverish feuds, will find them-

selves steeped in—cynicism… 

Cynicism 

There is an exquisite purity 

about the faith of children. Cyni-

cism is the adult expression of un-

belief. It is a desperate attempt to 

salvage our fleeting dignity and 

thwart off the inner feeling of dis-

paragement that is slowly gnaw-

ing away at us like a cancer. 

Ishmael lived for fourteen years 

as the favored and first-born son 

of the mighty Abram. At one time, 

he was even believed by his father 

to be the child of promise. But, as 

time progressed, and the birth of 

Isaac was celebrated, the pent-up 

anger, resentment, and bitterness 

PRESERVING A CHILDLIKE SPIRIT 

We need not be 

learned…[or] gifted. 

But, of necessity, we 

must be childlike. On 

this Christ takes an 

unalterable stand.  
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began to erode the childlike spirit 

within him. 

Perhaps it was the despiteful 

feelings which his mother had har-

bored toward her mistress that 

had been unwisely passed along to 

him and corroded his character. 

And thus, we find the unfortunate 

dilemma of a distraught youth 

spewing forth mockery and cyni-

cism toward his brother. 

Nobody enjoys being displaced, 

but each demotion in life must be 

received in faith, believing that 

God has an eternal good at the 

heart of it all. Better it is to trust 

than to be trusted. Better to walk 

by faith than by sight. For if the 

spirit of the child dies out, we for-

feit our only avenue to life and our 

path becomes the slow journey 

to—death… 

Death 

Children love life. They can take 

a sordid afternoon and, with a lit-

tle imagination, turn it into a car-

nival. They can sit in a cardboard 

box and sail around the world, 

then back again in time for sup-

per. Their inquisitively curious 

minds are on a constant and far-

reaching voyage in search of a new 

adventure. From sunrise to sunset 

they are on a continuous quest to 

learn and explore the mysteries of 

life. 

The childlike Christian, experi-

ences life in a similar fashion. He 

has his world, just as the children 

do—in Christ, old things have all 

passed away from him. Within 

that new creation where the Sav-

ior reigns, and which each uncon-

verted heart has never seen, there 

is a deep settled peace, that brings 

contentment and fullness of joy, 

and which isolates the heart from 

the world around. 

But it is not so with the offend-

ed. This soul must be busy in oth-

er men’s matters, whether it be 

the evils of the government offi-

cials or mental surmisings within 

the local church. The affairs of 

others are all a personal offense to 

him and, by responding in this 

manner, he embraces the death of 

the childlike spirit. 

Where Age and  

Innocence Meet 

“And, behold, there was a man 

in Jerusalem, whose name was 

Simeon; and the same man was 

just and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel: and the Holy 

Ghost was upon him. And it was 

revealed unto him by the Holy 

Ghost, that he should not see 

death, before he had seen the 

Lord’s Christ. And he came by the 

Spirit into the temple: and when 

the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him after the cus-

tom of the law, Then took he him 

up in his arms, and blessed 

God…” (Luke 2:25–28). No more 

beautiful scene could hardly be 

imagined than this meeting of age 

June, 2018 
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and infancy in the temple, that 

day, so many years ago. As we 

read the story of Jesus, we find 

Him surrounded on all sides by 

hypocrisy until we begin to wonder 

if there was any true religion left 

in them who haunted those sacred 

courts. 

But here the curtain is briefly 

drawn aside, and we get a glimpse 

of an elderly Jewish man and 

woman. Oh, the surprise, as we 

find them living holy lives, sep

arated from the world, all the 

while longing for the advent of the 

Messiah. Who they were, no one 

knows; what they were, everyone 

knows. These were two faithful 

believers, who had kept the faith 

in spite of the soul-damning temp-

tations around them. 

God’s house had been trans-

formed into a den of thieves, but 

these faithful souls resisted the 

urge to be angry, bitter, and cyni-

cal. They fought the waves of 

death through a childlike spirit, 

and prevailed. 

Perseverance 

Age need not deter our hope. 

Those days were very dark days 

for Israel. John the Baptist had 

yet to sound his trumpet and eve-

rything seemed hopeless for the 

Jews. Some of the noblest of them 

had, no doubt, taken refuge in des-

pair. But this brave soul waited 

and 

we know now that his waiting was 

not in vain. If his hope had only 

been in temporal conditions, it 

would have withered long ago. 

The noise, smell, and chaos cre-

ated from the buying and selling of 

animals in the temple would be 

enough to discourage or anger 

many devout believers. But being 

rooted in childlike faith and in fel-

lowship with God, we behold its 

fruition for Simeon. He overcame 

the hell around him by clinging to 

the hope before him.  

 

Prayer 

“And there was one Anna, a 

prophetess, the daughter of Phan-

uel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of 

a great age, and had lived with an 

husband seven years from her vir-

ginity; And she was a widow of 

about fourscore and four years, 

which departed not from the tem-

ple, but served God with fastings 

and prayers night and day. And 

she coming in that instant gave 

PRESERVING A CHILDLIKE SPIRIT 
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thanks likewise unto the Lord, 

and spake of him to all them that 

looked for redemption in Jerusa-

lem” (Luke 2:36–38).  Prayer is a 

living expression of faith. As a 

young widow, Anna was no 

stranger to pain, and she learned 

through the struggle to commit her 

needs to God in prayer. 

We pray not for the things we 

have, but for the things we have 

not. We pray when life’s circum-

stances batter our ship and we feel 

like we are perishing. We pray 

when we have no other recourse. 

We pray out of duty because we 

believe that God inhabits the 

prayers of the saints. It is prayer 

that brings us time and time again 

to the posture of a child. Like bar-

ren Hannah of old we rise from 

our knees and our stale counte-

nance is  

Praise 

“Then took he him up in his 

arms, and blessed God…And she 

coming in that instant gave 

thanks likewise unto the Lord.” 

We can hardly fathom the power 

that is unleashed when we praise. 

When we notice the good that God 

has bestowed upon us and give 

thanks for all things, the clouds 

disperse. A new day dawns about 

us, though our outward circum-

stances may change very little. 

This was the case of this honor-

able duo who had successfully pre-

served the childlike spirit in a dy-

ing and cancerous nation. Herein, 

lies the freedom from personal de-

pravity and the escalation of the 

first love that our parched and 

thirsty land is in such desperate 

need of today. The pure in heart 

shall see God and when they shall 

see Him, so shall they praise Him. 

“Keep yourselves in the love 

of God, looking for the mercy 

of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 

eternal life” (Jude 1:21). 

Selected from  

The Heartbeat of the Remnant  

by the Editor 

 

 

LORD, HELP ME DIE  

TODAY 

“Lord, help me die today.” 

“Lord, make me a stranger.” 

Are these two prayers uttered 

from your lips every morning 

when you wake up? I know I don’t 

pray this as often as I should. We 

are called to die to our old self dai-

ly. The old person that we were 

must be put off so we might be-

come new. Oh, of course, you’re 

going to flounder, fail, and fall.  

But just ask God to help you die 

again, and start living the new 

life. Do this until it becomes the 

real new you. 

Now once you’re good and dead, 

become a stranger. Become a 

stranger to that old life and be-

come a stranger that must work to 

June, 2018 
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build new relationships with peo-

ple every day and everywhere. You 

are literally called to be a pilgrim 

and stranger. I don’t know about 

you, but I put a lot of effort into 

NOT being a stranger! God has a 

sense of humor. He only now 

shows me the “fine print” * AFTER 

I’m all settled in and warm and 

fuzzy with the people around me. 

So my questions for you are: 

1. How do you die daily? 

2. How do you live the pilgrim-

stranger life? 

*No real fine print. It’s all there. 

You just have to pick up your Bi-

ble. It will be a blessing for us to 

read daily the Bible we claim to 

believe. 

Nicci Price 

 

 

 

 

ONE SINGLE SOUL 

Richard Donovan 

Many people have the false no-

tion that their witness to one indi-

vidual doesn’t count very much. 

But we read in the Bible that this 

isn’t so. 

Jesus had conversation with 

Nicodemus at nighttime. We read 

in John 3:16 where He tells Nico-

demus, “For God so loved the 

world, that He gave His only be-

gotten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in Him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.”  

And again, His visit with one 

woman at a well in Samaria (John 

4:26), where Jesus said unto her, 

“I that speak unto thee am he 

[meaning the Christ].” 

We also read in Luke 19 that 

Jesus took a personal interest in 

one man named Zacchaeus, who 

had climbed up into a sycamore 

tree to get a better look at the 

Lord. Imagine the thrill Zacchaeus 

felt when Jesus singled Him out of 

the multitude, and said, 

“Zacchaeus, make haste and come 

down; for today I must abide at 

thy house” (Luke 19:5). 

We know that Jesus preached in 

Judea, and ministered to the large 

crowds in Capernaum. He also fed 

five thousand people who were 

gathered by the Sea of Galilee, but 

remember that He also was never 

too busy to deal with one person at 

a time, even though His public 

ministry was limited to a little 

more than three years.  

We must never underestimate 

the value of a single soul who 

needs to be told about the Saviour. 

We read in Luke 15:10 that “there 

is joy in the presence of the angels 

of God over one sinner that re-

penteth.” 

Selected from  

The Brookville Star by 

Sam and Eva Boone 

 

 

ONE SINGLE SOUL 



18 The Testimony 

KNOWING GOD 

Dear Children, 

God our Father is so great, 

these lines will not begin to speak 

of all His greatness. 

The purpose of these lines are 

that we may know Him, then we 

will praise Him! 

We know that He is God, above 

all. God will not lie. 

Let us see Him as our great cre-

ator, as He said, “Let there be” 

and “I will make.” The world at 

one time was once dark and void, 

or empty. He spoke, and there was 

light! He divided the water and 

the land. He created the grass and 

trees. He also made great whales, 

and fish to live in the water. He 

gave us birds, and the beasts of 

the field. He made all these 

things, and I believe He enjoys 

them. To this very day, animals 

are doing just what He created 

them to do.  

And on the sixth day, He said “I 

will make man.” 

Now, children, man is different. 

He is created in the image of God. 

He has the power to think and to 

choose, and to obey. He has the 

Spirit, to help him know how to be 

good. Man needed a helper, so Ad-

am went to sleep, and God took 

one of his ribs, and made a  wom-

an, and later gave them children. 

This was the start of the many  

people in the world.  

I do not believe God was lonely. 

He is all in all. But He wanted a 

people who would be His very own, 

to serve Him! God wants to be our 

Father! He wants us to be His 

children! When we wonder who 

God is, we should think of Him as 

our Father.  

The Bible says that God is a 

spirit. And the Spirit of God came 

down on Jesus when He was bap-

tized. He was heard as “a rushing 

mighty wind,” but today He 

speaks quietly in our hearts to 

teach us what to do. God always 

knows what is best for us. That is 

why we are safe and happy when 

we obey Him! 

Jesus, the Son of God, came to 

save us, and also to teach us what 

June, 2018 
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to do and how to live! He is the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life! 

  Jesus, though He never sinned, 

was baptized, so that He might 

teach us how to live. Jesus was 

tempted just like we are, but with-

out sinning. Jesus then went to 

Heaven, and is at the right hand 

of the Father. He is now our Inter-

cessor, or go-between, between us 

and God. The Bible says He puts 

our tears in a bottle, and our story 

in His book  (Ps. 56:8). He has sent 

us His Spirit, to guide our way. He 

is always with us, and we are nev-

er forsaken. Jesus is at the right 

hand of the Father, and I believe 

they are conversing about all that 

is going on in the world. God 

knows all things! Jesus is our per-

fect teacher.  

The Lord has said, “Thou shalt 

have no other gods before me.” And 

“Thou shalt not take the name of 

the LORD thy God in vain.”  

Jesus has come, and has taken 

all of our sins away by dying on 

the cross! Death could not keep 

Him! He rose again on the third 

day.  

God desires that we would pray 

to Him often. He loves to hear our 

prayers. Our God always knows 

what is best for us, even though 

we may want to ask why. As life 

moves on, we all want a good 

ending! He will never leave us 

nor forsake us. He is faithful and 

gracious and kind! He is merciful, 

and with God  all things are pos-

sible! “For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only be-

gotten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in him should have ever-

lasting life. For God sent not his 

Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but that the world 

t h r o u g h  h i m  m i g h t  b e 

saved” (John 3:16–17). No one 

loves like God! 

When Stephen was stoned, he 

said, “Behold, I see the heavens 

opened, and the Son of man stand-

ing on the right hand of God” (Acts 

7:56). All things are possible with 

God, and we can pray that His will 

might be done. We should believe 

and have confidence in Him! May 

we confess our sins, for He is faith-

ful and will forgive!  

“…God is not the author of confu-

sion. but of peace, as in all churches 

of the saints” (I Cor. 14:33). 

I like to think of God in Heaven, 

(a beautiful place!) with Jesus at 

His right hand. He is preparing a 

place for us! And Jesus said, “I 

will come again, that where I am, 

there ye may be also.” 

Someday the heavens will open, 

and Christ and His angels will 

descend. There will be a trump, 

and a great shout (I Thess. 4:16)! 

God wants us watching! He 

wants us to be a light to others to 

show the way. Let us never forget 

the promises and warnings found 

in Matthew 25 (parable of the ten 

virgins) and also Revelation 2 and 

3 (letters to the churches).  

Let us do well, and keep travel-

ling with God!  

Vicki Witmer 

 

 

KNOWING GOD 
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BE TRUE THYSELF 
 

Thou must be true thyself if thou the truth wouldst teach; 

Thy soul must overflow if thou another’s soul wouldst reach 

It needs the overflow of heart to give the lips full speech. 

 

Think truly, and thy thoughts shall the world’s famine feed. 

Speak truly, and each word of thine shall be a fruitful seed. 

Live truly, and thy life shall be a great and noble creed. 

 

— Horatius Bonar 

Questions about my devotion: 

1. What are the signs of my actual 

devotion to God? 

2. Is my devotion directed toward  

God as I would wish it to be? 

3. With so many things and people 

drawing my attention, have I actu-

ally kept God and His will my first 

consideration daily? 

4. Has my fascination for technolo-

gy robbed me of precious time that 

could be used in God’s kingdom? 

5. With all of the various means of 

communication available to me, 

have I become more “people-

conscious” than “God-conscious”? 

6. If I discover this may be so, how 

can I take steps to change this? 

7. Is it possible for me to give lip-

service to the need for change, and 

yet not take this seriously? 

8. Are there other areas that have 

drawn my devotion, zeal, interest, 

away from God? 

9. How will I know? 

10. What can be done? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

All men—as all mountains—have their foundation in the same earth. 

Do not train a child to be perfect—but to be worthy of God’s love. 

Jesus knows me. This I love. For this the Bible tells me of.  

Does God always get His way? Will He sometime? 

Open the Bible and begin to read—anywhere. 

Stop screaming and start listening. 

Share excess garden produce. 



21 GENERAL ITEMS 

General Items 

BAPTISMS 

Feb. 25, 2018; Mission Valley, MT 

 Kenyon Hess 

Mar. 4, 2018; Dallas, OR 

Kaden Root 

May 6, 2018; Mt. Zion, PA 

 Kailey Layman 

May 6, 2018; Stillwater, OH 

 Bryce Balsbaugh 

May 7, 2018; Shiloh, OH 

 Toby Shellabarger 

May 9, 2018; Lower Twin, OH 

 Micah Brubaker 

May 13, 2018; Pleasant View, OH 

 Lincoln and Carson Flory 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

March 11, 2018; Mission Valley, MT 

 Gabriel and Cheyenne Mohler 

 Denver Hess 

 
 

RECEIVED BACK INTO 

FELLOWSHIP 

April 8, 2018; Fall Creek, IN 

 Michael and Mychia Williams 

 
 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

June 3, 2018 .................. Annual Conference 

Sept. 15, 2018 ....................... Clearwater, IN 

Sept. 22, 2018 .............Western Kansas, KS 

Sept. 29, 2018 ............ Covenant Valley, VA 

Sept. 29, 2018 ................ Pleasant View, OH 

Oct. 13, 2018 ..................... Lower  Twin, OH 

Oct. 20, 2018 .................... Maple Grove, OH 

Oct. 27, 2018 ................... Kidron Valley, KS 

Oct. 27, 2018 .......................... Stillwater, OH 

Nov. 3, 2018 ................ Columbia River, WA 

Nov. 10, 2018 ........................ Covington, OH 

Nov. 10, 2018 ............ West Manchester, IN 

Nov. 10, 2018 .................. West Modesto, CA 

HARVEST MEETINGS 

July 8, 2018 ........................ Lower Twin, OH 
July 22, 2018 ............................... Shiloh, OH 
July 29, 2018 .................... Maple Grove, OH 
Aug. 12, 2018 ....  
Aug. 26, 2018 ................................ Salem, OH 
Sept. 9, 2018 .......................... Stillwater, OH 
Sept. 16, 2018 ..................... Bear Creek, OH 
Nov. 22, 2018 ................. Pleasant View, OH 

 
 

2018 CONFERENCE  
CALL-IN LINE NUMBER 

For any wishing to call in to the 
meetings of the Annual Conference on 
June 2–5, the call line number will be 
the same as last year: 

712-432-8773; Access Code 201262 

In behalf of the 2018  
Committee of Arrangements, 
Jason Brubaker, Secretary 

 
 

WEST VIRGINIA CASP  
PROJECT 2018 

We want to publicly thank those who 
were involved in the seventh CASP 
project held at Rainelle, West Virginia 
in January/February 2018.  Partici-
pants included six staff members and 
seven young men.   The project involved 
rebuilding homes that were destroyed 
by flood in 2016.  We believe the Lord 
has blessed those who gave of them-
selves, as well as the recipients of their 
faithful service. We sincerely appreciate 
the prayers, financial assistance and 
support in other ways shown by so 
many across the Brotherhood. 

Reports from the Administrative 
Staff and the young men who served, 
revealed a very worthwhile experi-
ence for all. 

Expressions by some of the young 
men: 

“Getting to know and learning to 
work with each other as a team and 
the relationships we built there 
were most likely my favorite part of 
the trip.” 
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“Truly it was a rich spiritual 
blessing—a delightful time.  At the 
end of the month, I was leaving 
family and staff.” 

Expressions by some of the staff: 
“It was a blessing to work along-

side Christian brothers and sisters 
and learn to know some of the com-
munity of Rainelle. We feel overall 
that this was a great opportunity to 
show appreciation for and service to 
our Nation in a way that brings hon-
or and glory to Christ our King!” 

“Listening to their devotions, 
singing, and prayers gave us a peek 
into their hearts, who they serve and 
are, as they shared.  It gives me a 
hope for the future of our fellowship 
and that was the biggest blessing of 
serving with CASP.” 

Several expressed a willingness to 
serve on future projects if there is 
need.  Parents and all should be 
thankful for the Christian example, 
the willingness to serve, and the work 
accomplished by the young men who 
volunteered one month of their time to 
benefit others.  Prayers have been 

answered.  May the Lord be praised. 

We trust that others will be in-
spired to participate in future projects, 
as they are able. 

  Following is the financial disclo-
sure of the 2018 Rainelle, West Vir-
ginia project: 

Expenses: 
Staff reimbursement ............ $ 6,000.00 
Travel/Fuel ........................... $ 5,769.54 
Food/Supplies .......................... $ 631.22 
Building/Van Rent ................ $ 1,500.00 
Medical .................................... $ 791.92 
Group Tours ............................. $ 518.88 
Total Expenses (3/28/18) ..... $15,211.56 
     Deficit ............................. $ –1,874.21 

Those desiring to donate may send funds to: 

Brethren Charity Fund 
P.O. Box 365 
Brookville, OH 45309-0365 

Please designate:   
New Conference CASP Fund 

In behalf of the Old German Baptist 
Brethren-NC CASP Constituency 
Committee, 

John Fall, Secretary 
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poems 

GREAT GOD, I STAND IN AWE 
Psalm 33:13–15 

Great God, I stand in awe of You!  
You who created this vast world,  

This universe!  
You, whose fingers fashioned each blade of grass of prairies broad,  

Each pebble of a majestic mountain touching the sky.  
You, who awakened the ocean’s roar,  

You, the Lilliputian fishes formed, the mighty whales,  
And the tiny microbes brought into being. You, the stars begat.  

So infinitely incomprehensible You are!  
Your Glory covered the heavens—  

And yet, You transcended.  
From the lofty heights of Your Glory You transcended to—  

mankind. 
From the place of Your habitation, You look upon all the inhabitants 

of earth.  
You fashion their hearts individually,  

You understand all their works. 

Gloria Wright 
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TO GOD FROM IDOLS 

Turn to God away from idols, 

Serve the Living Lord today! 

Leave behind your old desires 

Turn to Christ and walk away! 

 

Bless the poor and weak and needy, 

Notice things that you can do, 

Other folks are always watching, 

Let them see the Lord in you.  

 

Share the Name of Jesus boldly, 

By your life and words as well. 

Speak of joys of life in Heaven 

Warn of Living Death in Hell. 

 

Share the good things that you see. 

Quick to offer commendation, 

Strengthening the feeble knee. 

 

Are you ready for the future, 

When the earth will pass away, 

Jesus Christ is soon returning, 

Soon will dawn eternal day.  

Reuben Shankster 

 

 

 

WHEN YOUR HEART  

IS BREAKING 
Beverly Buckingham 

Even when your heart is breaking, 
The Lord is always there;  

He’ll take the time to hear you out,  
And answer every prayer. 

It matters not deep your pain,  
He does not turn aside,  

But waits for you to lay it down—  
Invites you to abide.  

To rest in all your Savior is,  
When life’s against the tide; 

To know beyond every doubt,  
It’s safe in Him to hide. 

No harm can come unto God’s own.  
Unless it comes through Him; 
To do a deeper work in you,  

Or free you up from sin. 

You will really need to trust Him  
As feelings come and go. 

To stand upon His Word alone,  
It cannot fail, you know. 

For whenever your heart is breaking,  
God works His best for you; 

Just offer Him each broken piece,  
And wait for what He’ll do. 

Selected by  

Hazel Boone 
 

 

 

EARLY MORN WITH JESUS 

Early morn with Jesus, 

His happy, welcome guest! 

The first glad thought for Jesus,  

The brightest and the best! 

 

Alone, alone with Jesus, 

No other may intrude, 

The secrets of Jehovah, 

Are told in solitude. 

 

This is the time for worship, 

This is the time for prayer; 

The sweetest time for laying  

The heart’s petitions bare. 

 

The time for holy wrestling, 

The time to intercede; 

The time to win from Jesus 

The help and strength we need. 

 

Author Unknown 
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BY LIFE OR DEATH 
 

So this is life, this world with all its pleasures, 

Struggles and tears, a smile, a frown, a sigh, 

Friendship so true, and love of kin and neighbor? 

Sometimes ’tis hard to live—always to die! 

 

The world moves on, so rapidly the living, 

The forms of those who disappear replace; 

And each one dreams that he will be enduring— 

How soon that one becomes the missing face! 

 

In life or death—and life is surely flying— 

The crib and coffin carved from the selfsame tree, 

In life or death—and death so soon is coming— 

Escape I cannot, there’s no place to flee. 

 

But Thou, O God, hast life that is eternal; 

That life is mine, a gift through Thy dear Son; 

Help me to feel its flush and pulse supernal, 

Assurance of the morn when life is done. 

 

Help me to know the value of these hours; 

Help me the folly of all waste to see; 

Help me to trust the Christ who bore my sorrows, 

And thus to yield for life or death to Thee. 

 

In all my days be glorified, Lord Jesus; 

In all my ways guide me with Thine own eye; 

Just when and as Thou wilt, use me, Lord Jesus, 

And then for me ’tis Christ, to live or die. 

 

— Will H. Houghton 
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ROGERS — Eva Irene, age 99, 

passed away February 25, 2018, at her 

residence at Brookdale of Troy, Ohio.  

She was born May 6, 1918, in Mont-

gomery County, Ohio to the late 

Emanuel and Catherine (Royer) 

Denlinger.  She was baptized on April 

14, 1935.  She was a member of the 

Old German Baptist Brethren Church, 

Covington district.  She married Ken-

neth A. Rogers on November 9, 1947; 

he preceded her in death in 2003. 

Eva was a homemaker, enjoyed 

gardening, and was an avid quilter.  

Kenneth and Eva enjoyed traveling, 

visiting all 50 states, and spent many 

winters in Florida. 

Mother will be missed and remem-

bered by her three children and their 

spouses: Lois and Brian Brubaker, 

Kenny and Bonita Rogers, and Carl 

and Sherry Rogers; grandchildren: 

Andy (Kate) Brubaker, Scott (Beth) 

Brubaker, Kristy Brubaker, Tony 

(Erika) Brubaker, Ted Rogers (dec’d), 

Jared Rogers, Jeremy (Jill) Rogers, 

and Angela (Paul) Lloyd; 12 great-

grandchildren; brother, John 

Denlinger and two brothers-in-law, 

Odell Bowman and Walter Bayer.  

She was also preceded in death by 

her two brothers and two sisters, Bry-

on (Alma) Denlinger, Jesse (Carol 

Jean) Denlinger, Ida Mae Bayer, and 

Bertha (Glen) Deaton. 

Funeral Services were held March 

1 in the Covington meetinghouse by 

the home brethren.  Burial followed 

in the Miami Memorial Park near 

Covington, Ohio. 

   The Family 

M O H L E R  —  D o n n a  M a e 

(Phillabaum), daughter of Perle and 

Juanita (Leis) Phillabaum, was born 

March 30, 1939, in Dayton, Ohio.    

On Good Friday, March 30, 2018, 

Mom celebrated her seventy ninth 

birthday and her wedding anniver-

sary by going home to be with the 

Lord. Donna and Dwayne were mar-

ried in 1958, and to this union were 

born 3 children:  Amy (Don) Stoner, 

Dee (Curt) Flora, and Robin (Mary 

Elaine) Mohler.  Realizing her need 

for a Savior, Mom was baptized into 

the Old German Baptist Church Octo-

ber 28, 1983, to the joy of her family. 

Donna was a homemaker where 

she spent lots of time in her kitchen 

and in later years she especially en-

joyed all her grandchildren and great

-grandchildren. Traveling was a fa-

vorite pastime of Dad’s and Mom’s.  

They especially enjoyed both going 

and hosting tours to Israel, where 

they made many new friends.    

Preceding her in death are her 

spouse; her parents; stepfather, 

James Snyder and her father- and 

mother-in-law, Earl and Esther 

Mohler; her brothers-in-law, Dwight 

Mohler and Daniel Brunk; and sister-

in-law, Linda Phillabaum. 

Surviving are her children and 

eight grandchildren:  Rusty (Ellie) 

Flora, Renita (Doug) Garber, Jeremy 

(Rose) Mohler, Heather Stoner, Ryan 

(Julie) Flora, Andrew (Laura) Stoner, 

Holly (John) Denlinger, and Krysti 

(JR) Stoner; 26 great-grandchildren; 

her brothers, Don (Dorothy) Philla-

baum and Lynn Phillabaum; brothers-

in-law, Glenn (Jeanette) Mohler, Mer-

lin (Esther) Mohler, Ronald (Nancy) 

Mohler; sisters-in-law, Marilee Mohler 

OBITUARIES 

Obituaries 
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and Marie Brunk along with many 

nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Although the last few years of 

Mom’s life were challenging, she was 

loved and well cared for by our God-

sent angel, Roxy Rohrer.  There are 

truly angels here on earth! By choos-

ing this special day to take her home, 

God   has made everything beautiful 

in His own time. (Eccl. 3:11) 

Funeral services were held April 6 

at the Bear Creek meeting house with 

the home brethren officiating. We re-

membered the changes that have come 

to pass in God’s perfect timing.  Mom 

was laid to rest next to Dad at Holp’s 

Cemetery in Farmersville. 

We do not grieve as those “who 

have no hope.”  Till we all meet at 

Jesus’ feet. 

The Family 

 

 

METZGER — Lester Owen, son of 

Owen and Minnie (Patrick) Metzger, 

peacefully passed from this life to eter-

nity while resting in his chair at home 

on March 6, 2018, just two weeks prior 

to his 97th birthday.   

He was born in Anderson, Indiana 

on March 20, 1921, and resided in 

Madison County most of his life. On 

July 4, 1948, answering the call of our 

Lord, he and Hester Marillis Sides 

were baptized into the Old German 

Baptist Brethren Church. On August 

22, 1948, they were united in mar-

riage by Joseph D. Skiles and shared 

over 64 years together until her pass-

ing in January, 2013. This union was 

blessed with 9 children. 

He performed alternative service 

work at various CPS camps from 1942

–1946. After fulfilling his service, he 

tested milk for the Madison County 

DHIA, was a DeLaval dairy equip-

ment dealer, farmed and milked cows 

on the O. J. Sides family farm, and 

worked at Best Ever East Side Jersey 

Dairy until retiring in 1986. He and 

his companion, along with a number of 

friends and relatives, enjoyed trans-

porting cars for various rental agen-

cies in their sunset years. 

He is survived by 8 children; Bob 

and Susan Metzger, T. Wayne Metz-

ger, Gerald and Kathy Metzger, Mari-

lyn and Eldon Garber, Margaret and 

Roger Garber, Patricia and Jesse 

Riffey, John Metzger, Bill and Beth 

Metzger; sons-in-law, Charles Brann 

and Tom Richardson; 29 grandchil-

dren; 50 great-grandchildren; 1 great-

great-grandchild; sister, Mildred Gar-

ber; sisters-in-law, June Metzger, Es-

sie Sides, Ina Sides, Eunice and Lester 

Filbrun; and brother-in-law, Charles 

Yoder.  

He was predeceased by his parents; 

his companion; daughter, Marillis 

Brann Richardson; great-grandsons, 

Wyatt Brubaker and twins Nolan and 

Waylan Metzger; infant sister, Dessie 

Metzger; sister, Beulah and Clarence 

Cook; brother, Bill and Gladys Metz-

ger; brothers-in-law, Paul Garber, 

Lester and Martha and Jessie Sides, 

Joe Sides, Oliver Sides, Walter and 

Billye and Jerry Sides, and Harley 

Sides; sisters-in-law, Ruth and Lester 

Hollinger and Dorman Hudson, Flor-

ence and Emmett Brubaker, Ethel and 

Merle Jamison, and Phyllis Yoder.  

Services were held Sunday, March 

11, 2018, at the Hershberger Funeral 

Home in Lapel, the Beech Grove Dis-

trict Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church, and the Pleasant Valley Cem-

etery near Pendleton. He was interred 

there alongside his wife and her par-

ents Owen and Susie (Miller) Sides.  

The Family  
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OYLER — Dortha M., the daughter 

of Earl W. and Geneva E. (Lesh) 

Krammes, was born November 8, 

1922, in Miami County, Indiana. She 

peacefully passed away March 27, 

2018, under the tender care of State 

of The Heart Hospice, in Darke Coun-

ty, Ohio, at the age of 95 years, 4 

months, and 19 days.  She, along 

with her husband, were baptized into 

the Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church, on November 26, 1961, in 

Homestead, Florida (Pine Grove Dis-

trict), by Elder Henry Brovont, in 

which she remained faithful. She was 

united in marriage to Kenneth D. 

Oyler, Sr. on March 22, 1943. 

On February 20, 1965, they were 

called to the office of Deacon, in Home-

stead, Florida (Pine Grove District). 

They later lived in Waynesboro, Penn-

sylvania (Antietam District), for a num-

ber of years, where they helped raise 

two nieces: Esther Oyler (Nate) Oburn 

and Rebecca Oyler (Doyle) Wright. 

Surviving are her loving husband, 

of 75 years and their two sons and 

spouses, Kenneth D. Jr. and Lenora, 

Dennis A. and Pauline; five grand-

sons, Kenneth III and Jane, John and 

Rachel, Timothy and Marsha, Joel and 

Jenny, Dan and Karen; one grand-

daughter, Rachel and Kevin Bussey; 

20 great-grandchildren; and 8 great-

great-grandchildren. 

Preceding her in death, were her 

parents; her sister- and brother-in-law, 

Lorene and Willard Dayhuff; and one 

great-grandson, Trae Oyler. 

Funeral services were held at the 

Palestine meetinghouse on April 2, 

2018, by the home brethren. Psalm 

23 was read, which was special to 

mother, and we sang Hymns 483, 

522, 484, 453, 494, 483, 384, 556, 

403, 547.  Her body was laid to rest, 

in the adjoining cemetery, to await 

the resurrection. 

The Family 
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