
…of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 The Beauty of The Moment 

  

There’s a beauty often present in each moment of your day, 

In the splendor nature offers; in the words your loved ones say. 

In the health you are enjoying; in the blessings God bestows, 

In the midst of thorns and thistles, if you look, you’ll see a Rose. 

  

Burdens can sometimes be heavy, and their weight does press us down, 

And the words our lips are speaking have a melancholy sound, 

But do not forget the beauty God has sent to you today, 
And let your lips speak praise to Him! Twill drive the fears away! 

  

The beauty of tomorrow can elusive be at best, 

The things we hope and wish for to console our troubled breast. 

Lift up your eyes and look, for He has sent some beauty now! 
And He longs for you to let it wipe the wrinkles from your brow.  

  

It’s the beauty of this moment! It’s the splendor of this day 
That He sends to give sweet respite from the burdens of the way. 

Read a Scripture. Pick a flower. Notice all that God has done! 

He’ll replace the heavy moment with a happy joyous one! 

  

Take the thought that seems foreboding, put a Promise in its place, 

Watch what happens to your feelings and your attitude and face. 

God has given you this moment. Look! Discover what it holds! 

And you’ll feel anticipation when tomorrow’s day unfolds. 

Lowell Miller 

 

“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)”    

Hebrews 10:23 

Vol. IX July, 2018 No. 7 



Testimony 

The  

 ........................... 

............................. 

 ........... 

 ....... 

 ..................................... 

 ........................................... 

.......................................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…that which ye have 

already hold fast till I 

come.” 

Revelation 2:25 
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Editorial 

THE TENSION ON THE STRAP 

The heavy duty pick-up truck 
slowed to a stop, for the light had 
turned red.  There at a busy intersec-
tion the driver just calmly stepped out 
and walked toward the treasure he 
had in tow. This treasure looked like 
it might be a ‘36 Ford truck, fully out-
fitted with rust and broken windows, 
slumped on his flatbed trailer. And it 
was precious to him, judging by his 
steady gaze. It was obvious he valued 
this treasure because of the way he 
tugged on the straps, taking care that 
it would not be easily lost along the 
way. Suddenly the signal turned to 
green and still he calmly reached to-
ward his treasure and carefully 
checked tension on the strap holding 
it fast. Satisfied that his load was 
secure, the driver slid back into his 
seat and moved down the road and 
out of sight. Strange behavior for the 
busy intersection and all because of 
his treasure and interest in the ten-
sion on the straps. A business ac-
quaintance of mine has a fleet of 
trucks going out five days a week for 
landscaping of the community. About 
the last thing seen when exiting his 
driveway is a sign with these words, 
“Is your load secure?”  

As believers in, and followers of, our 
Lord Jesus Christ we have been given 
so much. Our flatbed trailer is daily 
loaded with benefits. The abundance 
of spiritual riches and blessings are 
more than we can fully understand. So 
many treasures of grace, of healing 
and restored peace that passeth our 
understanding. Even the salvation of 
our souls! With the beloved Apostle 
Paul, we also are persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which we have com-
mitted against (until) that day. Joyful-
ly we can say, “YES, our load is se-
cure!” Our faith in Christ and obedi-
ence to Him testifies to this truth.  
And yet, should we not pause along 

the way from time to time and check 
the tension on our straps? Maybe we 
could call it a self-examination. Is 
there any place that we’ve become 
careless with this load of benefits giv-
en to our care? Does our behavior indi-
cate that we value these treasures?  

God, in time past, has noticed and 
protected those men who are careful 
with their load—like the one hauling 
the ‘36 Ford truck. Of Job, God asks, 
“Hast thou considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil?…and still he holdeth fast his 
integrity…” Job’s load was secure as 
Satan sought to destroy him without 
cause. Though the road was rough and 
long, Job had checked the tension on 
his integrity and it held until the end 
of his journey. A little while later, in 
Job 27:6a, he declared, “My righteous-
ness [morality/virtue] I hold fast, and 
will not let it go.” God was glorified as 
Job moved on down the road of life.  

The Bible calls us to hold fast to 
many things. These include Christian 
virtues, morality, integrity, the form 
of sound words (“doctrine” II Tim. 
1:13), the good traditions we have 
been taught (II Thess. 2:15), and the 
witness for our God. Many precious 
souls are around us—our children, 
grandchildren, neighbors and co-
workers—the list is long. All of them 
are precious souls with eternal value. 
God is still doing His great work of 
grace in these last days, His work of 
fixing broken things, restoring them to 
the former glory. What a privilege we 
have to be vessels and vehicles for God 
to use as His Kingdom moves along 
the road forward and into eternity. 
Brother, sister, friend, have you 
checked your straps lately? How much 
do you value the treasures given to 
you? Is your load secure? 

Gary Peters 

THE TENSION ON THE STRAP 
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MEDITATIONS ON THE 

BOOK OF ROMANS 

Justification By Faith 

  

Paul, in Romans, has quite a 

discussion on justification. To 

share all the high points in one 

essay would make a longer writing 

than practical for this publication. 

For the moment, we’ll consider 

general thoughts on the topic of 

justification by faith. 

Before beginning, I’ll share one 

thing that has helped me under-

stand justification. According to 

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, 

the words justification and right-

eousness are synonymous. Almost 

every time either word, or a varia-

tion thereof, is used in the New 

Testament, the other one can be 

substituted for it. At one time jus-

tification was not a normal word 

in my vocabulary. It meant more 

to me to think of being made right-

eous. That could get me excited. 

Justification was more of a dry, 

theological concept and being 

made righteous was something I 

could grasp and feel and under-

stand. Realizing they are the same 

turned a theological concept into a 

reality. You’ll find, in this essay, 

these two words being used inter-

changeably.  

On a personal note, choosing to 

believe what is said in Romans 

about justification by faith, and 

the new life we are given in 

Christ, is what turned my spiritu-

al world around. I needed to learn 

that justification was not based on 

performance, attaining a certain 

degree of goodness, but rather is a 

position attained by believing “on 

him that raised up Jesus our Lord 

from the dead” (Rom. 4:24). Perfor-

mance is only possible because of 

this new position. It comes down 

to a gift of God rather than a debt 

(5:17–18). I just needed to say 

“Lord, I believe!” 

Justification by faith is not some 

new theology for the latter days. 

For those who could grasp it, this 

has been God’s plan from the begin-

ning. Hebrews chapter 11 is a list of 

people who, from the beginning, 

were justified by their faith. Please 

note verse 7: “Noah…prepared an 

ark…and became heir of the right-

eousness which is by faith.” He was 

justified by his faith. The prophet 

Habakkuk (2:4) says, “the just shall 

live by his faith.” (Also see Isaiah 

45:22–25.) The Old Testament 

saints, though given a law to define 

sin and by which they were to live, 

were primarily to see their right-

eousness/justification in how their 

law-keeping related to faith in a 

future Messiah. Today we have the 

distinct advantage of having this 

explained to us by Jesus and the 

Apostles.   

This subject of justification by 

faith must have been very im-

portant to Paul. His first comment 

following his greeting to the Ro-

man brethren is to reiterate Hab-

akkuk’s message “The just shall 

General 
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live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). Remem-

ber that this book is one of the 

more complete explanations of the 

plan of salvation to be found in the 

epistles. And this is Paul’s first 

comment. It’s not just a passing 

comment; he will dedicate several 

chapters to developing this truth. 

It must have also been im-

portant to Paul to first prove that 

performance will not merit justifi-

cation. After just one verse on the 

subject, he then spends the equiv-

alent of two chapters proving that 

no one can be made righteous by 

his own performance (3:9, 19). In 

fact, of ourselves, there is no good 

in us (7:18). 

Ever wonder how God can do 

this? How He can justify us simply 

because we believe what He has 

done to save us? The end of chap-

ter three discusses this (3:21–26). 

Paul first establishes the fact that 

God is righteous in what He is do-

ing. We know that our Lord God is 

altogether just and holy. After be-

ing allowed to live by conscience 

and then by a law which He sup-

plied, we’ve been shown to have 

failed miserably at both with no 

hope of personal reconciliation. “…

and all the world may become 

guilty before God.” We were creat-

ed righteous, but then justly sen-

tenced to death because we chose 

disobedience. Thankfully, in spite 

of our weakness, God, in His mer-

cy, supplied what His justice de-

manded: His own Son providing 

redemption, or ransom, to free us 

from the penalty of our own sins. 

“…now the righteousness of God…

is manifested…”  Then Paul ex-

plains how this righteousness is 

imputed to us. Listen to some of 

his comments. “…the righteous-

ness of God which is by faith of 

Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe…” “Being justi-

fied freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Je-

sus.” God’s righteousness includes 

Old Testament saints in the same 

way in verse 25 “[God is declaring] 

his righteousness for the remission 

of sins that are past, through [His] 

forbearance.” These saints could be 

justified the same as we are be-

cause God planned Jesus’ future 

death for them. He summarizes 

with “To declare…his righteous-

ness: that he might be just, and 

the justifier of him which believeth 

in Jesus.” Other apostles testified 

of God being just. Peter begins his 

second epistle with the words “…to 

them that have obtained like pre-

cious faith with us through the 

righteousness of God…” (II Pet. 

1:1). (See also Ps. 51:4.) 

Those who will not accept the 

foregoing have a serious problem. 

Guilt has been established; man’s 

efforts will not resolve it; they’re 

in a dilemma. How thankful are 

we to God for providing the means 

for our being righteous? It’s too 

bad so many couldn’t see this as a 

solution to their sin problem but 

rather insisted on continuing to 

try to solve it by the strength of 

the flesh, by the keeping of the 

law. Paul says this is futile; the 

law has told us how to live (by the 

law is the knowledge of sin), but it 

can do nothing to make us right-

eous (by the deeds of the law shall 

MEDITATIONS—JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 
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no flesh be justified). For those 

depending on the law, even though 

God-given, to make them right-

eous, Paul is saying it’s a lost 

cause. For the Jewish mind that 

didn’t have a good grasp of “the 

just shall live by faith,” the view of 

the future had to be uncertain and 

frustrating. Couple this with his 

inability to keep the law, and the 

resulting promise “the soul that 

sins it shall die,” and the future 

may have seemed hopeless. Paul 

seems to be saying this in Philip-

pians 3:7–11 as he contrasts his 

heritage and law-keeping to a sim-

ple walk of faith in Christ. 

Justification is not the only 

change taking place when we come 

to faith in Christ. At that point we 

also take part in Christ’s crucifix-

ion; the work of the cross is appro-

priated to us. Our old man/nature is 

put to death, and we become a new 

man, taking on the nature of Christ 

(Rom. 6:6–11; II Cor. 5:17). We also 

have the Holy Spirit renewed with-

in us (Tit. 3:5). Taking all this to-

gether, we have all we need to walk 

in resurrection life. But this essay is 

dealing with justification; we’ll 

leave the rest for the future. 

Being made righteous is the re-

sult of faith, and walking in that 

righteousness strengthens faith. 

As a person walks in God’s right-

eousness, it produces greater faith 

until it becomes his whole life—

until he walks entirely by faith. 

“For therein is the righteousness 

of God revealed from faith to faith: 

as it is written, The just shall live 

by faith” (1:17). Imputed right-

eousness, or justification, is imme-

diate and based solely on our faith 

in the blood of Jesus Christ and 

involves a change of position. 

Sanctification, by contrast, follows 

justification and involves a life-

time of growth, of practice based 

on our justification, or our new 

position. (See Heb. 10:38; 12:14.) 

Could we also say that Abel is an 

example of these two aspects of 

faith? In Hebrews 11:4 we read 

that he was righteous, or just, be-

cause of his faith and faithful be-

cause of his righteousness. “By 

faith Abel offered…a more excel-

lent sacrifice…by which he ob-

tained witness that he was right-

eous.” To summarize this thought, 

I’ll share what I heard someone 

say years ago, “God accepts us 

where we are (justification) and 

then spends the rest of our lives 

molding us into the image of 

Christ (sanctification).” 

 We’re coming to Abraham in 

chapter 4 but first I have several 

questions. Why did God choose 

Abraham? Was he living a better 

life than that of his neighbors? 

The argument could be made, 

partly because of where they lived, 

that Abraham’s family was wor-

shipping idols until his call to 

serve God. (See Gen. 31:19, 30, 

34.)  And why choose a nation that 

would always be known as 

“stiffnecked and rebellious,” as the 

one through which you want to 

show your purposes to the world? 

Why wasn’t Job chosen; a man 

known for his righteousness? If 

God had chosen Job, would it then 

have been imputed righteousness? 

Or would it have been debt? Re-

July, 2018 
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gardless of the answers, I’m glad 

God chose a man no better than 

his neighbors, and later, the perse-

cutor Saul, for his special callings. 

This helps give me assurance that 

being made righteous is based on 

my faith rather than my good 

works. 

 As the writer takes us to Abra-

ham (chapter 4) he makes the 

point that God didn’t owe him any-

thing; his justification wasn’t be-

cause of a debt. Abraham hadn’t 

worked for it or otherwise earned 

it. In fact, if he had in any way 

earned it, it would not have been 

by grace. The writer simply states 

(verse 3) “Abraham believed God, 

and it was counted unto him for 

righteousness.” He then includes 

us (verse 5) “…to him that wor-

keth not, but believeth on him 

that justifieth the ungodly, his 

faith is counted for righteousness.” 

Could statements this profound be 

stated any simpler?  

Another point is that this bless-

edness (4:9–10) and this promise 

(verse 13) preceded the law by 430 

years (Gal. 3:17); and the law did 

not detract in any way from the 

blessedness or the promise of jus-

tification without works. In fact, 

one purpose of the law was to 

serve as protection until the full 

revelation of Messiah and justifi-

cation by faith (Gal. 3:24). The 

writer, at least in part, was re-

minding the Jewish mind that 

Abraham was justified while still 

a Gentile, thus showing that the 

position of justification is for eve-

ryone and aside from performance 

(verses 13–15). Circumcision did-

n’t even precede justification, but 

rather it was a token, or evidence, 

of his justification (verse 11). Even 

though God doesn’t owe any of us 

anything, this blessedness, this 

justification by faith, can extend to 

all of us, Jew and Gentile, to the 

end of time (4:16, 24). 

In these same verses (4:16–25), 

Paul not only summarizes this 

“righteousness of faith” being for 

all men in all times, but also begins 

to explain the strength of Abra-

ham’s faith. It’s almost an under-

statement to simply say that Abra-

ham had strong faith. The writer 

uses phrases like “Who against 

hope believed in hope,” and 

“staggered not at the promise,” and 

“being fully persuaded” to convey 

his message. But the best part is 

when he comes to verses 23–24 and 

says, “Now it was not written for 

[Abraham’s] sake alone, that it was 

imputed to him; but for us also, to 

whom it shall be imputed, if we 

believe on him that raised up Jesus 

our Lord from the dead.” He is 

simply saying that we will receive 

that same imputed righteousness if 

we display the same faith relative 

to Jesus Christ as Abraham had 

MEDITATIONS—JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 

Justification is not 

the only change tak-

ing place…Our old 

man/nature is put to 

death, and we become 

a new man, taking on 

the nature of Christ. 
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relative to his calling. This chapter 

is invaluable to understanding 

God’s means of justification. 

No discussion of Abraham’s faith 

and justification is complete with-

out referencing James chapter 2. 

Some may think these two Scrip-

tures at odds with each other so I’ll 

offer this thought. The passage in 

Romans discusses the relationship 

between faith and justification, not 

faith and works, which seems to be 

James’ concern. One thing to note 

is that the two writers were speak-

ing of two different times in Abra-

ham’s life. Paul was speaking of 

when God called him from Ur and 

promised a land and posterity, his 

first opportunity to display faith, 

initial faith; and James of his call 

to sacrifice his son on Mt. Moriah, 

his opportunity to prove his walk 

by faith. The account in Romans is 

of Abraham being made righteous 

based on initial faith. The account 

in James is of Abraham proving he 

was walking in righteousness by 

his obedience. Another way of ex-

plaining this difference may be: 

the explanation in Romans shows 

the condition of Abraham’s heart 

so he could be justified and the 

Scripture in James is the outward 

expression of the heart condition. 

Maybe these two instances simply 

prove that faith is integral to our 

whole walk with Christ: it’s neces-

sary to justification and sanctifica-

tion. 

“[Jesus] was delivered for our 

offences, and was raised again for 

our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 

What is the practical value of this 

verse? What’s in it for everyday 

living? Why is the distinction 

made between death (delivered) 

and resurrection (raised again) 

relative to justification? And how 

does this relate to “…being now 

justified by his blood…” (5:9) 

which would correspond more 

closely to death than resurrection? 

I have more questions than an-

swers, but I’ll share one possibil-

ity. Could at least part of the an-

swer be that Christ’s death with-

out the resurrection would only 

have effected pardon for our sins, 

but it took the whole package, 

death AND resurrection, to also 

achieve justification? That without 

the resurrection we might have 

been forgiven but not made right-

eous, or given the position and 

power to live the sanctified life? Is 

this verse saying the same thing 

as 5:10: “if, when we were ene-

mies, we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, 

being reconciled, we shall be saved 

by his life”? And here’s a related 

question for more homework: How 

does justification by faith relate to 

justification by grace (3:24; Tit. 

3:7), by blood (5:9), by the Spirit of 

God (I Cor. 6:11)? Quite frankly, I 

don’t have an answer to these 

July, 2018 
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questions that satisfies me, let 

alone one which might convince 

you. Maybe you can let me know 

sometime what practical value 

this has had in your life. For me, 

I’m satisfied for now that imputed 

righteousness is a biblical fact, it’s 

by the grace of God through faith 

in Christ Jesus, and it’s for anyone 

who will humble himself and re-

ceive it. I pray God will give more 

light as He sees I can receive it.   

Don’t just read what’s written 

here, but read and reread 3:20–

4:25. Then we can all together say 

with the writer in 5:1 “Therefore 

[because of the proof just present-

ed, we believe that] being justified 

by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Knowing we are in a righteous 

position before God brings peace! 

Paul has presented this as fact, 

and he now uses this as founda-

tion upon which to build in the 

next several chapters.  

A parting thought: have you 

ever thought life is unfair? If so, 

please consider this: the most un-

fair trade in history was God’s 

idea, concerns our justification, 

and has turned to our advantage. 

II Corinthians 5:21 says, “For he 

[God] hath made him [Jesus] to be 

sin for us, who knew no sin; that 

we [who knew no righteousness] 

might be made the righteousness 

of God [justification] in him.” 

That’s the love of our God! 

Don Bayer  

 

 

VALUES COMMONLY 

HELD BY CONSERVATIVE 

ANABAPTISTS, AND  

SIMILAR FAITHS 
Earnest Eby 

(Editor’s note: This is an essay 

giving observations concerning 

general values commonly held 

among plain people. Not every 

reader will agree with every value 

or observation. Perhaps there can 

still be good gleaned, and lessons 

learned.) 

 

Everybody has values that gov-

ern their lives. 

Some of our values are chosen 

by intention. We consider and ob-

serve life and we conclude that a 

particular idea or practice has 

more value than something else. 

Other times our values develop 

through osmosis. We don’t really 

consider whether something is a 

good value or not, but we develop 

the value that those around us 

have. 

I think that everybody on the 

planet develops values by osmosis. 

Some folks also develop values by 

intention, by considering, by 

weighing one idea against anoth-

er. But whether we arrived at our 

values by intention or by osmosis, 

they are still values nonetheless. 

Every group has values. If I 

were describing the underground 

church in China, or the Church of 

Jesus Christ (Iglesia de Jesucris-

to) in Colombia, some values 

would overlap with Anabaptists 

and some would be quite different. 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 
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The majority of this article is 

focused on values of Plain people 

that I think are good. Nobody can 

accumulate too many good values. 

The more we have the better off 

we are. A few of these good values 

are commended or instructed in 

the Bible. Many of the values in 

this article are either based on 

biblical principles or gleaned from 

the biblical narrative. Then there 

is a third category of good values 

that seem to have intrinsic value, 

but it would be a hard stretch to 

say that the Bible promotes this 

value. 

At the very end, I will list a few 

values that I wish were not com-

mon among conservative Anabap-

tists and suggest some values that 

I think they should adopt. 

Some people seem to find it easy 

to distinguish between things that 

are cultural and things that are 

scriptural. Some people find it 

easy to distinguish biblical stand-

ards from extra-biblical standards. 

I don’t find this easy at all. We can 

definitely point to examples on 

either end of the spectrum but 

there are many things in the mid-

dle that don’t neatly fit into one 

category or the other in my mind. 

However, as you read along, you 

may want to consider whether 

each of the following are:  

a) Commended or instructed in the 

Bible,  

b) Based on biblical principle or 

could be gleaned from the biblical 

narrative,  

c) Seems like a beneficial value 

but it would be hard to make a 

scriptural case for it,  

d) Not a good value,  

e) Fit in some other category 

For every one of the values men-

tioned in this article, you can 

probably think of an individual or 

a non-Anabaptist church that has 

these same values. That is fine. 

These values are not exclusive to 

Anabaptists, but they generally 

characterize Plain Anabaptists. 

My attempt in this article is to 

be descriptive. I’m not trying to 

brag on Anabaptists, but to simply 

say “what is” for these people. Peo-

ple may or may not like some of 

the less scripturally grounded val-

ues, and that is fine. However, 

these values are very much a part 

of what people are going to experi-

ence if they are going to be part of 

a Plain Anabaptist church. These 

values are the soil in which con-

servative Anabaptism continues to 

be planted. Sometimes we talk 

about the seed and the new life 

that comes from Christ. This arti-

cle addresses the soil in which 

many seeds have been able to 

sprout and grow and flourish. 

For every one of these values 

that I name, you will be able to 

think of exceptions in the Plain 

communities. I am aware of that. I 

can think of exceptions for most of 

these as well. But in this topic we 

are taking about something that 

characterizes a movement as a 

whole, not something that de-

scribes every person or every 

church. These values have been 

kept alive through tradition and 

therefore they aren’t going away 

anytime soon. 

July, 2018 
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Also, for every value that I iden-

tify, you may think of an opposite 

value or a complimentary value 

that is missing in the Plain com-

munities. I understand that dy-

namic also. I have yet to meet a 

society that has all the good val-

ues. We are human, and part of 

being human is that there is only 

so much that we or a group of us 

can do well. This is just reality. 

Just because a community has one 

value and does not have its com-

plimentary value, does not make 

that value bad. The effect may be 

bad but the value itself is not bad. 

This is important to understand 

because many people will react to 

unbalanced values and decide that 

a good value is bad, simply be-

cause its complimentary value is 

missing. 

Many of the values I mention in 

this article are not central to the 

Christian faith. Old Order and 

conservative Anabaptists do not 

spend a lot of time focusing on the 

minimum requirements for salva-

tion or what C.S. Lewis would call, 

“Mere Christianity.” The conversa-

tions of many Plain people center 

around nurturing and adding val-

ue to their homes and communi-

ties—not mere Christianity. So it 

is these values that we are going 

to talk about in this session. 

COMMUNITY LIFE AND SOCIAL 

DYNAMICS  

1. Doing things in an orderly 

way; having procedures for do-

ing things.  

The first can be found in the 

Bible (let all things be done de-

cently and in order). The second 

part is simply Swiss/German. 

But you don’t have to have proce-

dures in order to do things de-

cently and in order. There are 

other ways to do things decently 

and in order. 

A friend of mine who has spent 

a lot of time in the Mideast as well 

as some time in Europe has made 

some observations about Swiss/

German culture. For example, in 

one town in Switzerland a tourist 

asked his host why they do their 

garbage the way they do. “Why 

does the cardboard need to be fold-

ed a certain way, and placed at a 

certain spot, and put there at a 

certain time, etc.?” 

The Swiss person looked at him 

incredulously and said, “It’s the 

way we’ve always done it and it 

works!” (Anybody who has spent 

much time in an ethnic Anabaptist 

community is very familiar with 

this way of thinking.) 

(Now an opposite value might 

be that of spontaneity or creativi-

ty. Too much of one thing can sti-

fle another. That is true for any of 

the values mentioned in this arti-

cle. So just to clarify, the values 

listed in this article are not being 

lifted above values that are the 

opposite or complimentary value. I 

won’t necessarily be mentioning 

the opposites for the rest of the 

values just for sake of time.) 

2. Nobody, even the top leader, 

can do anything he wants.  

Nobody in the community is 

above the law. Nobody can single 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 
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handedly do away with a cultural 

norm. Even a church leader can’t 

do as he pleases. He needs to sub-

mit to the church as well. If he 

doesn’t, there are lots of other peo-

ple of similar faith who will be 

called in to help him work along 

with the community. 

In a Republic, nobody is above 

the law. In a Conservative Ana-

baptist church, nobody is above 

the church standard. In an Old 

Order church, nobody is above the 

body of tradition. 

(As I mentioned earlier, there 

may be exceptions to this, but we 

are talking about what is com-

mon.) 

3. The rich should not have a 

higher standard of living than 

the poor 

When the average person drives 

down the road or meets a Plain 

person in town, they shouldn’t be 

able to tell whether he is a rich 

man by his standard of living. A 

bishop in Arkansas who made just 

enough to pay the bills, said it this 

way, “If someone were to give me a 

million dollars, it shouldn’t affect 

my standard of living at all.” 

4. Many Family connections 

over many miles  

Plain people often have connec-

tions with relatives and friends all 

over North America. Vacations 

often involve visiting friends and 

acquaintances. It is not uncommon 

for someone who is not a close 

friend to call up someone else and 

invite themselves to their house 

(particularly among the less accul-

turated Anabaptists). Some plain 

people find hospitality easier than 

others. Those who find it difficult 

still try to follow the Apostle Pe-

ter’s admonition to “be hospitable 

to one another without complain-

ing.” 

5. Anyone in physical need is 

my neighbor. 

I work for Christian Aid Minis-

tries in the billboard call center. 

If someone calls us and they are 

stranded along the road, or they 

are in danger, or they are in need 

of a place to sleep, there are about 

a hundred thousand people I could 

call all across America, and they 

would try to help the person in 

whatever way they could. I could 

even call them late at night if the 

matter was urgent. Not every 

plain person is a servant, but the 

majority of people in a plain 

church will respond to needs if 

they are asked to help. (There are 

other cultures that do this also, 

and that outdo many Anabaptists 

when it comes to showing hospital-

ity to strangers.) 

6. High level of trust 

Plain people can trust each 

other because of their commit-

ment to honesty and church disci-

pline. I have the confidence that 

99% of Plain churches will disci-

pline a member who is being dis-

honest, preying upon innocent 

people, or in some way taking 

advantage of other people. Be-

cause of this, I can refer someone 

to nearly any conservative Ana-

baptist church, and be quite con-

fident that they won’t be molest-

ed or taken advantage of finan-



13 

cially. Sometimes people who are 

new to the Anabaptist world are 

amazed at this. 

A seeker or friend of a Plain 

person may make arrangements to 

stay at the home of a Plain person 

who is a stranger. The host may 

tell the guest over the phone 

where to find a key to his house. 

This is unheard of in general soci-

ety. Recently a friend from China 

attended Faith Builders with us 

and was just amazed that he could 

let his wallet lay on the dresser in 

his dormitory and never have to 

worry about anything happening 

to it. 

7. Plain people would much 

sooner trust the household of 

faith, than government organiza-

tions or public welfare programs. 

If they can figure out a way to pro-

vide for each other, they will do 

that rather than rely on public 

assistance. 

VALUES RELATED TO FAMILY  

8. Families should eat meals 

together whenever possible.  

I think it is valuable for families 

to spend time together and learn 

to defer to each other and interact 

with each other. Could family 

members eat separately and then 

congregate at a designated time to 

do things together? Probably. So 

there is not anything right or 

wrong about this. But eating food 

together and enjoying daily bread 

together from God is a value that 

people have been doing for millen-

nia. 

9. Family devotions or family 

worship is a good thing. 

Again the Bible doesn’t pre-

scribe any such thing, but Chris-

tian people have found that this is 

one good way to help bring chil-

dren up in the nurture and ad-

monition of the Lord.  

10. Parents and children work-

ing together side by side is an 

ideal. 

This working together may be in 

the kitchen, it may be in the gar-

den, it may be in a family busi-

ness. This is a good way for chil-

dren to develop a wide range of 

skills. Working together can be a 

good way for parents to become 

more sanctified and for children to 

learn good character. 

Sometimes I hear parents say 

that they couldn’t be around their 

children all day. It would drive 

them crazy. They need to get away 

for at least part of the weekend.  

Well, there are various reasons 

for why they may feel this way. 

All of us have probably had a time 

or so in our lives when we felt 

that way. But if this describes a 

person generally, it is indicative of 

something going on inside. You 

can assume that when such an 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 

I have confidence that 

99% of Plain churches 

will discipline a mem-

ber who is being dis-

honest, preying upon 

innocent people, or…

taking advantage… 
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adult gets to be an old person, 

they will be spending long days in 

a nursing home with hardly any-

one paying them any attention. 

That is not the ideal that we see 

in the Bible at all. 

Cross-generational interaction 

is something we do read about in 

the Bible. We also read about chil-

dren in the Bible who did not work 

with their parents and some of the 

abnormal social development that 

resulted from that, e.g. King Da-

vid and some of his sons. 

11. Occupations that allow 

parents to be home most nights 

are ideal. 

Long distance trucking is dis-

couraged. Jobs that require a dad 

to be out of town most of the week 

are not encouraged. 

I’m assuming that in centuries 

past, there were many tradesmen 

who spent many nights away from 

home, and I don’t know how this 

affected their families. But in our 

present age, there does seem to be 

a correlation between dads and 

moms (who love their children) 

being at home most nights, and 

children who grow up with stabil-

ity and love and something to offer 

their world. 

12. Children should be respon-

sible and dependable. 

Children have chores or duties 

around the house or property that 

they are responsible for. It takes 

years of training to get this estab-

lished well. 

13. Thriftiness and industry 

are taught and encouraged.  

Children are expected to take 

good care of property and not 

waste food. 

14. Children should sit orderly 

in church. 

Plain people believe that sitting 

quietly in church for long periods 

of time is good for childhood devel-

opment. The Bible doesn’t say this 

of course, but it does say that chil-

dren should pay attention to the 

instruction of the wise and this is 

one way of doing that. 

15. Children are expected to 

obey without challenge, with-

out excuse, and without delay. 

There does not need to be brib-

ing, coaxing, threatening, repeated 

begging, etc., in order to get chil-

dren to do what they should. 

There is quite a bit of variety in 

this from home to home, but it is 

still a common value. 

16. Children are expected to 

participate in at least some 

adult religious activities. 

Someone visited our church re-

cently and saw all the children 

sitting with us during the service 

and commented on how the chil-

dren are expected to be involved in 

adult activities and how this com-

municates to them that they be-

long to the group and that they 

are valuable. The adults listened 

while the children were being 

taught and the children listened 

while the adults were being 

taught. There is not adult church 

and children’s church. (Some con-

servatives have Sunday school for 

July, 2018 
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a portion of the meeting, but the 

majority of the time, children and 

adults are worshipping together.) 

17. Children mingling with 

adults 

It is not uncommon for children 

to sit around and listen to adult 

conversations on topics related to 

belief, Scripture, faith community, 

values, etc. (There was nothing I 

enjoyed more as an adolescent 

than listening to inspiring discus-

sions among adults.) 

18. It is expected that children 

will learn to read and read 

from the Bible at an early age. 

Children read the Bible and 

hear it read in their private 

schools. Children’s Bibles, Veggie 

tales, etc., aren’t generally consid-

ered valuable for understanding 

biblical Truth. Bible story books, 

though, are common. 

VALUES RELATED TO CHURCH  

AND WORSHIP  

19. Large Funerals—Grieving 

the Loss of Loved Ones 

Plain people have very large 

funerals. Again, this is not some-

thing found in the Bible. But this 

value is based on showing appreci-

ation for a person who has served 

the Lord faithfully. It is also a 

community experience in that 

when one member suffers, all the 

members suffer. The Bible says it 

is better to go to the house of 

mourning than the house of feast-

ing, so in many settings, funerals 

tend to be larger than weddings. 

People will buy plane tickets 

and drive many hours just to 

squeeze a person’s hand and show 

a friend or acquaintance that they 

care about the loss of a loved one. 

My father was killed in an acci-

dent about a year ago. About 1000 

people showed up to show their 

sympathy. Many families with 6 or 

8 children stood in line for an hour 

or two to meet my mother and 

each of us children and express 

words of care and comfort. Many 

of these young children didn’t 

know me and I didn’t know them 

and they didn’t know my father. 

But they were being reminded of 

the brevity of life and that we are 

only in this world for a short time. 

Things like this affects a child’s 

view of life. 

(Now if I could tweak this cus-

tom, I would suggest that less peo-

ple come to the funeral or visita-

tion, and more people show up to 

comfort the grieving in the next 

year or two.) 

20. A capella singing (whether 

unison or four part) is a part of 

life.  

Hymns sings, singing together 

as families, publishing song books, 

is all part of the culture. Singing 

schools have been started by the 

more musically inclined for over 

100 years. Many schools teach 

children how to read music as part 

of the school curriculum. Bible 

schools teach all the students how 

to sing together as a group. All of 

these things contribute to a rich 

sound when the church gathers 

together for worship. Different 

seekers have visited an Old Order 

or conservative Anabaptist church, 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 
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and the singing they heard was 

the final straw that clinched their 

decision to cast their lot with the 

Plain people. A few groups allow 

instruments on a limited basis. 

However, once a generation allows 

instruments to become a promi-

nent part of their worship, 

a capella singing is soon lost forev-

er. It often takes several genera-

tions of a capella singing until 

a capella singing becomes an es-

tablished, valuable part of the 

community. 

To be continued—  

Selected by  

Philip Hess 

 

 

 

 

 

THINGS TO THINK ON 

Self-Denial 

“Then said Jesus unto his disci-

ples, If any man will come after 

me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow 

me” (Matt. 16:24). 

“And he that taketh not his 

cross, and followeth after me, is 

not worthy of me. He that findeth 

his life shall lose it: and he that 

loseth his life for my sake shall 

find it” (Matt. 10:38–39 ). 

Non-Conformity  

“I beseech you therefore, breth-

ren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacri-

fice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service. 

And be not conformed to this 

world: but be ye transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God” (Rom.12:1–2). 

Submission  

“I therefore, the prisoner of the 

Lord, beseech you that ye walk 

worthy of the vocation wherewith 

ye are called, With all lowliness 

and meekness, with longsuffering, 

forbearing one another in love; 

Endeavouring to keep the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of 

peace” (Eph. 4:1–3).  

“Submitting yourselves one to 

ano ther  in  t he  f ear  o f 

God” (Eph. 5:21). 

“Likewise, ye younger, submit 

yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all 

of you be subject one to another, 

and be clothed with humility: for 

God resisteth the proud, and 

giveth grace to the humble”  

(I Pet. 5:5).  

Self denial, non-conformity, and 

submission are key elements to 

Christian life. The world doesn’t 

tolerate that kind of Christian 

Faith. Rather it wants salvation at 

little or no cost and not much 

change of life style. To deny one’s 

self, or to not conform to worldly 

attitudes and ways in both mind 

and appearance, or to submit to 

life applications of righteous living 

isn’t what many want. There is 

much deception in the name of 

“Christianity.” The comment is 

often heard about principles and 

practices of The Faith: “The Bible 
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doesn’t say we have to do this or 

that!” Does that sound like decep-

tion? “Yea, hath God said?” Peter 

said, “Not so Lord! Be it far from 

thee!” Jesus answered him strong-

ly because He heard the voice (in 

Peter) of rebellion and non-

submission and disobedience, “Get 

thee hence and behind me Satan!” 

Hence His words, teaching on self 

denial.  

It’s not a matter of our wants. 

It’s not a negotiable topic. Jesus 

said if we follow or have a part 

with Him. These things are non-

negotiable. Without the cross and 

being “crucified with Christ,” self 

denial isn’t possible. This is a 

“living (daily) sacrifice.” 

Without a “renewed mind,” it is 

impossible to reject the call and 

tendency to “conform” to the atti-

tudes, actions and appearance of 

the world. Without the love of 

God, it is impossible to yield and 

submit to one another as Chris-

tian brethren as we council and 

walk together.  

The Gospel, the Faith, must find 

application in mind, action and 

appearance as evidence for all to 

see to the glory of God!  

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: 

for wide is the gate, and broad is 

the way, that leadeth to destruc-

tion, and many there be which go 

in thereat: Because strait is the 

gate, and narrow is the way, 

which leadeth unto life, and few 

there be that find it. Beware of 

false prophets, which come to you 

in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 

they are ravening wolves. Ye shall 

know them by their fruits. Do men 

gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 

thistles? Even so every good tree 

bringeth forth good fruit; but a 

corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 

fruit. A good tree cannot bring 

forth evil fruit, neither can a cor-

rupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

Every tree that bringeth not forth 

good fruit is hewn down, and cast 

into the fire. Wherefore by their 

fruits ye shall know them. Not 

every one that saith unto me, 

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 

kingdom of heaven; but he that 

doeth the will of my Father which 

is in heaven. Many will say to me 

in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in thy name? and 

in thy name have cast out devils? 

and in thy name done many won-

derful works? And then will I pro-

fess unto them, I never knew you: 

depart from me, ye that work iniq-

uity. Therefore whosoever heareth 

these sayings of mine, and doeth 

them, I will liken him unto a wise 

man, which built his house upon a 

rock: And the rain descended, and 

the floods came, and the winds 

blew, and beat upon that house; 

and it fell not: for it was founded 

upon a rock. And every one that 

heareth these sayings of mine, 

and doeth them not, shall be lik-

ened unto a foolish man, which 

built his house upon the sand: 

And the rain descended, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew, 

and beat upon that house; and it 

fell: and great was the fall of 

it” (Matt. 7:13–27).  
“Love not the world, neither the 

things that are in the world. If any 

THINGS TO THINK ON 
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man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Fa-
ther, but is of the world. And the 
world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will 
o f  God ab ide th  fo r  ev -
er” (I John 2:15–17).  

“…know ye not that the friend-
ship of the world is enmity with 
God? whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of 
God” (Jas. 4:4).  

This world (the rebellion, the 
curse, the sin, the attitude, the 
lust, the disobedience, the pride, 
the anger, the arrogance) is going 
to be burned up at God’s com-
mand. Why would we flirt with 
and be friends with the world? 
Let’s come out of it! Let’s flee it! 
Let’s not entertain it!  

Let’s embrace the good way—
the Truth and the Life! Let’s not 
look for an easier way or a more 
world-friendly way, Let’s deny our 
self. Let’s not conform to the will 
and way of the world. Let’s submit 
ourselves to holiness, righteous-
ness, sound teaching and faithful 
living in Christ Jesus! Let’s love 
our brethren. Let’s be a good ex-
ample. Let’s be faithful!  

“Choose ye this day whom ye 
will serve…” 

I AM, saith Christ, the way: 
Now if we credit him, 
All other paths must lead astray, 
How fair soe’er they seem. 
 
I am, says Christ, the truth: 
Then all that lacks this test, 
Proceed it from an angel’s mouth, 
Is but untruth at best. 

I am, saith Christ, the life: 
Let this be seen by faith, 
It follows without further strife, 
That all besides is death. 
 
If what those words aver, 
The Holy Ghost apply; 
The simplest Christian shall not err, 
Nor be deceived, nor die. 

Aaron Garber 
 

 
 
 

GRACE AND MERCY 

Where would we be without 
Grace and Mercy? OHH! No for-
giveness! No hope! No anticipation 
of an eternal life of bliss! No lov-
ingkindness in our hearts toward 
our fellow man! 

We are absolutely dependent 
upon God’s Grace and Mercy 
through Jesus Christ for our 
peace! For our well-being! For our 
eternal salvation! 

A mother of young children to 
whom I am close, will oftentimes 
tell her children to show each oth-
er Grace and Mercy when they are 
unhappy with each other. To show 
Grace and Mercy to other children 
that are hurtful toward them. 
Shouldn’t we, as Christ’s followers 
also show Grace and Mercy to our 
families, friends, fellow believers, 
and neighbors nearby or far away? 

How do I apply Grace and Mer-
cy to my fellow man? I ask myself! 
You ask yourself! 

1. To whom do I apply Grace 
and Mercy? 
• To my close dear friends? 
• To my own family? 
• To my own fellowship? 
• To people who are poor and 

needy that I don’t really know 
both here and in other countries?  
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• To businessmen with whom I 
need to work? 

2. To whom do I deny Grace 
and Mercy? 
• To those to whom I am not very 

close? 
• To those who I think do not par-

ticularly admire me or my busi-
ness dealings?  

• To those who don’t admire my 
own defined spirituality? 

• To those who don’t admire my 
own intellect? 

• To those whom I don’t really un-
derstand—their needs, their hu-
mor, their ideas?  

• To those who have a different 
calling or gift to help others than 
the calling I have? 

• To those who are helping people 
that I think should be my re-
sponsibility or priority? To those 
of other denominations or fellow-
ships? 

I need to Pray each day for the 
Lord to help me to show Grace and 
Mercy by reevaluating my own 
thinking, my priorities, my com-
plaints, my judgmental attitude 
toward others! Do I use examples 
of others in a negative way to 
make my point? Do I criticize oth-
ers? Oh, to be Kind! 

My companion showed Grace 
and Mercy toward others by at-
tributing good motives to oth-
ers who had said hurtful things, or 
whose actions were suspect. That I 
may follow that example! 

To be more like Jesus! To 
show the Grace and Mercy di-
rected by Jesus should be our goal! 

Sheryl Garber 
 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Dr. Richard Donovan 

A while back, I read about an 
elementary school teacher in Colo-
rado who kept a copy of the Bible 
on his desk in his classroom. The 
school officials ordered it removed 
in spite of the fact that he read 
from it silently.  

The principal of the school also 
ordered the Bible removed from 
the school library. 

The teacher who was forbidden 
to read the Bible was perfectly free 
to teach his students Navaho Indi-
an religion and read from books 
about Buddha.  

The tragedy is that this is not 
an isolated case, and that it is in-
dicative of the Satanic effort in our 
society to keep people, especially 
young people, from having access 
to the Word of God.  

One can’t help but wonder why 
some folks are so afraid of the Bi-
ble. Perhaps the reason is that the 
Bible doesn’t say what most folks 
would like it to say.  

For instance, how could one 
teach the totally unproven theory 
of evolution when he or she is con-
fronted with the Book that tells us 
exactly how all things came to be? 

We believe that another reason 
why many don’t like the Bible is 
because of what it says about man. 

Man would like to believe that 
he is pretty good, and that by his 
own efforts he can become all that 
he really needs to be.  

In fact, the Bible teaches us that 
we are depraved and will never be 
worth anything unless it is the 
result of the work of God’s grace in 
our lives. 

We believe that another reason 
why folks do not like the Bible is 
because it reminds us that we all 
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must give an account to God one 
day for how we have lived our 
lives.  

To reject the Bible for the afore-

mentioned reasons makes about as 

much sense as refusing to take life-

saving medicine because it doesn’t 

taste good.  

But don’t worry; men have been 

trying to get rid of the Bible for 

centuries, and yet today there are 

more Bibles than ever before! 

In I Peter 1:24 and 25 we read, 

“For all flesh is as grass, and all 

the glory of man is as the flower of 

grass. The grass withereth, the 

flower thereof  fadeth away. But 

the Word of our God endureth for-

ever. And this is the word which by 

the Gospel is preached unto you.” 

We need to read it and heed it! 

Selected from the Brookville Star 

by 
Samuel and Eva Boone 

 
 

Questions about Freedom—  

1. What is freedom? 

2. If I live in a democratic society, 

am I free? 

3. If I am extremely wealthy, am I 

free? 

4. If I am a King, and can do any-

thing I want, am I free? 

5. If I am not bound with wealth, 

but am poor, am I free? 

6. If I own my own business, am I 

free? 

7. If I am not bound by the heaviness 

of owning a business, am I free? 

8. If I have habits that hold me 

captive, am I free? 

9. If I am self-centered, am I free? 

10. If I am craving acceptance, am 

I free.  

11. If I shake myself loose from 

laws and restrictions, am I free? 

12. How does truth make us free? 

13. How does Christ make us free? 

14. When we say we desire free-

dom, what are we wanting? 

15. Has the Lord made us free? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Look over your shoulder from time to time. But always face forward. 

Cracks are everywhere—even in our life. That’s how light comes in. 

Sad—a head full of knowledge and a heart running on empty. 

It is not the Word of God unless it is all of the Word of God. 

As soon as men start to forget the past they begin to die. 

Men seldom have been known to steal work boots. 

Fear nothing more than sin of doing nothing. 

The love of God is sown in sacrifice. 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

May 16, 2018; Bear Creek, OH 
 James Lahman 
May 18, 2018; Salem, OH 
 Dane Montgomery 
May 20, 2018; Dallas, OR 
 Vanessa Wright 

 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

June 17, 2018; Cascade Valley, WA 
 Eric and Lori Leensvart 

 

COMMISSIONS 

April 23, 2018; Caldwell, ID 
 Troy Landes (and wife Emily) 
    Ordained to the Eldership 
 Mylon Wolf (and wife Laurie) 
    Ordained to the Eldership 
 Joe Hess (and wife Denise) 
    Called to the office of Deacon 
June 15, 2018; Shiloh, OH 

Jesse Turner (and wife Katie) 
   Called to the Ministry 

 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Sept. 8, 2018 ................... Mountain View, ID and 
Mission Valley, MT 

    together at Naples, ID 
Sept. 15, 2018 ....................... Clearwater, IN 
Sept. 22, 2018 .............Western Kansas, KS 
Sept. 29, 2018 ............ Covenant Valley, VA 
Sept. 29, 2018 ................ Pleasant View, OH 
Oct. 13, 2018 ..................... Lower  Twin, OH 
Oct. 20, 2018 .................... Maple Grove, OH 
Oct. 27, 2018 ................... Kidron Valley, KS 
Oct. 27, 2018 .......................... Stillwater, OH 
Nov. 3, 2018 ................................. Bethel, OH 
Nov. 3, 2018 ................ Columbia River, WA 
Nov. 3, 2018 ....................... Shenandoah, VA 
Nov. 10, 2018 ........................ Covington, OH 
Nov. 10, 2018 ............ West Manchester, IN 
Nov. 10, 2018 .................. West Modesto, CA 
Feb. 2, 2019 ........................... Pine Grove, FL 

HARVEST MEETINGS 

July 8, 2018 ........................ Lower Twin, OH 

July 22, 2018 ............................... Shiloh, OH 

July 29, 2018 .................... Maple Grove, OH 

Aug. 12, 2018 ....  

Aug. 26, 2018 ................................ Salem, OH 

Sept. 9, 2018 .......................... Stillwater, OH 

Sept. 16, 2018 ..................... Bear Creek, OH 

Nov. 22, 2018 ................. Pleasant View, OH 

 

DISTRICT NOTICES 

Pleasant View Building 

It has been almost two years since 

the last nail was driven in the 

new meeting house and the 

benches were brought in for the 

first worship service at Pleasant 

View.  It has been such a blessing 

and a joy.  As a district we have 

been working toward paying off 

the loan that was so graciously 

extended to us to help make this 

happen.  Currently there is still 

close to $100,000 left on this loan.  

If you would like to help contrib-

ute, please make checks payable 

to “Pleasant View Building 

Fund” and mail them to:  

Aaron Markley 

 

 

We are so grateful for all the con-

tinued support that we have re-

ceived and would like to extend a 

warm welcome for all to come 

worship with us. 

Mark Denlinger 
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THE 2018 ANNUAL  
CONFERENCE 

We gathered again for our yearly 
Conference, this year at the Indiana 
Wesleyan University in Marion, IN.  

Our gathering began on Saturday 
morning with the hymn, “Tis with the 
righteous well.” The morning message 
focused on the things we are assured of 
and know as believers in the Lord Jesus. 

Saturday afternoon we heard about 
the blessedness of “broken things,” 
and how the difficult experiences of 
life can bring us closer to our God if 
we will let them. A reminder that our 
God is sufficient for us.  

Saturday evening there was a se-
ries of talks given by brethren empha-
sizing an awareness of our responsibil-
ities to our neighbors; to the lost, and 
to the poor, with appropriate cautions 
being given. 
 Sunday morning brought thoughts to 
us all relating to the saints being 
“Messengers of the Message” with ques-
tions being given to us regarding what 
this message may look like as it goes 
out to the world through God’s People.  

The afternoon service gave us instruc-
tion regarding the busyness of life, and 
even the busyness of Christian works, 
with encouragement and caution given.  

The communion service Sunday 
evening was a time of sweet fellowship 
as we stood around the cross together 
and beheld again the suffering Savior 
as a brotherhood of believers, gathered 
from across the nation to sit around 
one table. The thoughts of the evening 
can perhaps be summarized by ques-
tions that we were pointed to during 
the Death and Suffering. “So great a 
love; who can receive it? So great a 
debt; who can pay it?” 

The time of communion again melted 
our hearts together and brought us to 
an awareness of how the Lord’s Supper 
and the Communion service can heal 
and blend hearts and help us to refocus.  

The Monday morning preaching 
service brought reminders to us of the 
importance of how we live; the need 
for strong spiritual leadership, and 
godly homes; and a reminder that we 

will leave a legacy behind us that will 
impact future generations. 

The afternoon service brought 
teaching on Grace and Truth, and 
thoughts on the responsibility we have 
to love one another, and to love in 
deed and in truth.  

The Monday evening service was well 
attended, and brought convicting 
thoughts concerning what time it is, and 
if we know the time. The main message 
brought us to a clearer understanding 
that “There Is A Place Of Quiet Rest, 
Near To The Heart of God.” Thoughts 
also for natural fathers, as they endeav-
or to provide security and a place of rest 
and stability for their own children.  

The business meeting on Tuesday 
was opened at 9:00 a.m. with devotion-
al thoughts concerning the burdens of 
life and where we may take them.  

The main message gave inspiration 
regarding the Holy Spirit; who He is, 
what He does, and how we can be 
filled with His presence and yield to 
His working.  

The business meeting Tuesday includ-
ed reports and queries that attempted to 
bring clarity and unity to the issues that 
we have met along the way. Though 
perhaps imperfect, this forum allows for 
a free exchange, and an opportunity to 
become more united in direction as a 
cluster of churches in the Lord’s king-
dom. May the Lord bless our feeble ef-
forts to walk together in love. We indeed 
want what He wants, and may we con-
tinually yield to each other and to His 
will, as we are able to perceive it.  

We returned home encouraged. We 
are well aware that, though these 
meetings are important to us as a Peo-
ple, our main place of engagement with 
the issues of life will be at home, as we 
meet the problems and questions each 
day may bring, and overcome the world 
through our faith.  May the Lord im-
press upon every heart the goodness of 
our God, and His Presence with us. 
The responsibility of discernment is 
great in the world in which we live. But 

He is present to strengthen us if we 
choose His ways.  

L.M. 

July, 2018 
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THE EFFORT 

Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat, 
Where Jesus answers prayer; 

There humbly fall before His feet, 
For none can perish there. 

Thy promise is my only plea, 
With this I venture nigh; 

Thou callest burdened souls to thee, 
And such, O Lord, am I. 

Bowed down beneath a load of sin, 
By Satan sorely pressed; 

By war without, and fears within, 
I come to thee for rest. 

Be Thou my shield and hiding-place! 
That, sheltered near thy side, 

I may my fierce accuser face, 
And tell him Thou hast died. 

O wondrous love! to bleed and die, 
To bear the cross and shame, 

That guilty sinners, such as I, 
Might plead thy gracious name. 

“Poor tempest-tossed soul, be still, 
My promised grace receive”: 

’Tis Jesus speaks—I must, I will, 
I can, I do believe. 

John Newton 
 
 

GET SOMEBODY ELSE 
Paul Lawrence Dunbar 

The Lord had a job for me,  
But I had so much to do, 
I said, “You get somebody else,  
Or wait till I get through.” 
I don’t know how the Lord came out.  
He seemed to get along, 
But I felt kind o’ sneakin’ like, 
Knowing I’d done God wrong. 

One day I needed the Lord—

Needed Him right away, 

But He never answered me at all, 

And I could hear Him say, 

Down in my accusin’ heart, 

“Brother, I’ve got too much to do. 

You get somebody else,  

Or wait till I get through.” 

Now when the Lord has a job for me  

I never tries to shirk. 

I drops what I have on hand  

And does the good Lord’s work. 

And my affairs can run along  

Or wait till I get through. 

Nobody else can do the work  

That God marked out for you! 

Selected by 

Marcus Miller 

 

 

 

PRAY WITH FAITH 

Prayer is appointed to convey 

The blessings God designs to give, 

Long as they live should Christians 

pray, 

They learn to pray when first they live. 

 

Though thought be broken, language 

lame, 

Pray, if thou canst, or canst not speak, 

But pray with faith in Jesus’ name.  

 

Depend on Him, thou canst not fail, 

Make all thy wants and wishes known, 

Fear not, His merits must prevail, 

Ask but in faith; it shall be done. 

Joseph Hart 

poems 
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PLEASING GOD 

To walk with God, where e’re I go 

To please God is my choice, 

In all our conversional talk 

May we all hear His Voice! 

 

Where ever I go in all my days, 

What ever I do to please Him, 

May my example be to praise 

My Father—only Him. 

 

In every action we may do 

To live for pleasing God, 

May He reach down, and so renew 

My walk and talk with God. 

 

Where ever I go each night and day 

He stays beside my side, 

To keep me in the narrow way 

What ever be the tide! 

 

And when my travel here will end, 

I will be kept in His love, 

To walk and talk with God again 

Safe in my home above. 

 

I am with my God surrounded; 

He never has let me down. 

May we on The Rock be grounded, 

And in Him safely found. 

 

Vicki Witmer 

 

 
 

AGAINST A THORN 

Once I heard a song of sweetness 

  As it cleft the morning air, 

Sounding in its blest completeness, 

  Like a tender pleading prayer; 

And I sought to find the singer, 

  Whence the wondrous song was borne, 

And I found a bird, sore wounded, 

  Pinioned by a cruel thorn. 

 

I have seen a soul in sadness, 

  While its wings with pain were furled, 

Giving hope, and cheer and gladness 

  That should bless a weeping world; 

 

And I knew that life of sweetness, 

  Was of pain and sorrow borne, 

And a stricken soul was singing, 

  With its heart against a thorn. 

 

Ye are told of One who loved you, 

  Of a Savour crucified, 

Ye are told of nails that pinioned, 

  And a spear that pierced His side; 

 

Ye are told of cruel scourging, 

  Of a Saviour bearing scorn, 

And He died for your salvation, 

  With His brow against a thorn. 

 

Ye are not above the Master. 

  Will you breathe a sweet refrain? 

And His grace will be sufficient, 

  When your heart is pierced with pain. 

 

Will you live to bless His loved ones, 

  Tho’ your life be bruised and torn, 

Like the bird that sang so sweetly, 

  With its heart against a thorn? 

Author Unknown 
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FISHER —   Elmer Lee, son of Har-

ley Medford and Sarah (Holfinger) 

Fisher was born May 31, 1927,  

near Covington, Ohio. While residing 

at the Caldwell House of Troy, Ohio, 

he peacefully passed from this  

life into the realm of eternity on April 

6, 2018.  

He was united in marriage with 

Juanita Mae Bowser August 8, 1948 

and to this union were born two sons 

and one daughter. They shared the 

joys and sorrows of life for 66 years 

until Mother’s passing on July 3, 2014. 

He and his companion felt the need of 

a Savior and were baptized June 17, 

1949, becoming members of the Old 

German Baptist Brethren Church, in 

which he remained faithful unto 

death.  

Dad grew up on a dairy farm and 

continued dairying until retirement. 

He also was a seed dealer for 30 years 

in which he enjoyed making many 

friends.  

He will be missed and remembered 

by his children and their companions 

Donald and Cynthia Fisher of Coving-

ton, Marlene and Elwood (Buck) Siler 

of Houston, Ohio, Jerry and Marilyn 

Fisher of Piqua, Ohio, Barbara 

Landes, being accepted into the family 

as a daughter of Marion, Pennsylva-

nia. Grandchildren Aaron Fisher, 

Wade and Trixie Fisher, Bethany and 

Scott Delk, Melissa and Keith Frantz, 

Jeanne and Grant Garber, Seth and 

Janine Fisher, Crissa and Brandon 

Heuing, Jacalyn and Nick Gaier, Trent 

and Krista Fisher, Gordon Fisher, 

Sheldon and Beth Fisher, Julie and 

Trafford Slothour, Michael and Lind-

sey Landes, Amanda and Paul Ship-

pers, Ryan and Dawn Landes; 40 great

-grandchildren; one great-great-

grandchild; in-laws Larry and Carolyn 

Holsinger of Tipp City, Ohio, Mary 

Alice Peters of New Paris, Ohio, and 

Nancy Bowser of Arkansas.  

He was preceded in death by his 

parents; a grandson Jamin Fisher; 

great-grandson Ivan Slothour;  

OBITUARIES 

Obituaries 

THE FINAL STRUGGLE 

Tarry with me, O my Saviour! For the day is passing by; 
See! The shades of evening gather, And the night is drawing nigh: 
Deeper, deeper grow the shadows, Paler now the glowing west, 
Swift the night of death advances, Shall it be the night of rest? 
 
Lonely seems the vale of shadow; Sinks my heart with troubled fear; 
Give me faith for clearer vision, Speak now, Lord! In words of cheer! 
Let me hear thy voice behind me, Calming all these wild alarms; 
Let me, underneath my weakness, Feel the everlasting arms. 
 
Feeble, trembling, fainting, dying, Lord! I cast myself on Thee: 
Tarry with me through the darkness; While I sleep, still watch by me. 
Tarry with me, O my Saviour! Lay my head upon thy breast 
Till the morning; then awake me; Morning of eternal rest! 

Caroline Sprague Smith 
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brothers Lowell and Lola Fisher, John 

and Norma Fisher, and an infant 

brother; brothers-in-law Richard Bow-

ser, Roger Bowser; and sister-in-law 

Colleen Bowser.  

Dad enjoyed and appreciated his 

family, friends, and his church. 

Funeral services were held in the 

Covington Old German Baptist Breth-

ren Church by the home brethren. 

Thoughts in opening were taken from 

Psalm 90. The text was taken from 

Romans 8:24–25. Burial took place at 

the Sugar Grove Cemetery to await 

the resurrection. We sorrow not as 

those who have no hope.  

The Family  

 

 

GARBER — Bernice Lorraine, of 

West Manchester, Ohio, passed away 

peacefully at her home on Wednes

day, April 11, 2018, at the age of 87 

years, 3 months, and 4 days. She was 

born to Simon and Lucy (Wagoner) 

Blocher near Surrey, North Dakota, 

on January 7, 1931, and was the 

youngest of 10 children. 

Mother moved with her family to 

New Carlisle, Ohio, in the fall of 1937 

at the age of 6. After a brief time in 

Ohio, they moved to Laketon, Indiana, 

where she spent the remainder of her 

growing-up years. 

Recognizing her need of a Savior, 

Mother was baptized on June 3, 1951. 

She was a member of the Old German 

Baptist Brethren Church, and she 

remained faithful to her Lord unto her 

death. 

Bernice was united in marriage 

with LaVern Garber of Preble County, 

Ohio, on February 22, 1953. They 

spent their entire married life in the 

Prices Creek district. To this union 

were born 4 sons and 2 daughters. 

Daddy and Mother shared the joys 

and sorrows of life for nearly 50 years, 

until his passing in 2003. 

On February 24, 2018, Mother was 

diagnosed with a terminal illness. 

Even though Mother was actively en-

joying life, she patiently accepted the 

Lord’s will. Mother asked for and re-

ceived the anointing on February 25, 

from which she received much com-

fort. 

Mother is survived by her sons, 

Steven and Deborah, Nolan and Gina, 

Dennis and Teresa, and her two 

daughters, Ruth and Merle Miller, 

and Mary and Dale Miller; 24 grand-

children; 42 great-grandchildren; sis-

ters Etta Ulrey and Lydia Kinzie; two 

brothers-in-law, Kenneth Fingerle and 

Lester Bower, one sister-in-law, Ruby 

Deaton; and many nephews, nieces, 

and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; her husband; an infant son, 

Merrill; a grandson, Wade Garber; a 

great-grandson, Ty Kingery; five 

brothers, Delbert, Chester, Isaac, Ora, 

and Walter; and two sisters, Anna 

Fingerle and Dorothy Bower. 

Funeral services were held April 17 

at the Prices Creek meeting house by 

the home brethren. Burial was in the 

adjoining cemetery. 

“I have fought a good fight, I have 

finished my course, I have kept the 

faith: henceforth there is laid up for 

me a crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 

give me at that day: and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love 

his appearing” (II Tim. 4:7, 8). 

The Family 

July, 2018 



Terms 

Subscriptions should be made  

through the congregational contact or 

through The Testimony office. Subscrip-

tion price is $20.00 per year. New sub-

scriptions should be paid (prorated) 

through the remainder of the current 

year.  All renewals begin at the first of 

the calendar year. Newly married and 

those unable to pay for a subscription 

may receive a free subscription through 

the agent of their local congregation. 

Contributors 

Authors of essays, devotionals, po-

ems, etc. are asked to review the 

Statement of Purpose on the back 

page of this periodical. Articles should 

be based on Scripture. References are 

appreciated.  Shorter focused articles 

are more desirable than  articles that 

move from one topic to another. Se-

lected material will be considered. 

Original writings are preferred. It is 

recommended that writers submit 

themselves to the Spirit, which re-

veals the will of God to the Church in 

every age, according to the varied 

needs and circumstances.  

Written articles should be legible. 

Typed material is preferred and should 

be double-spaced. Electronic trans-

mission or CD will be accepted. The 

author’s name and address must be 

included on all material. An attempt 

will be made to contact the author of 

articles that are not accepted.  
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MONTGOMERY — Emma K., was 

born in Allen County, Ohio, to Thomas 

and Iva (Miller) Flory on June 22, 

1924. Emma died peacefully on the 

morning of May 4, 2018, at the age of 

93 years, 11 months, and 18 days. Em-

ma attended Gomer High School and 

married J. Cabel Montgomery on Au-

gust 12, 1941. They were married for 

over 56 years, and they raised three 

children near Elida, Ohio. Emma was 

a member of the Old German Baptist 

Brethren Church. She cleaned in the 

homes of several families in Lima, 

many of whom became lifelong 

friends. 

Emma is survived by one daughter, 

Erma Jean Wolf and her husband, 

Bill; two sons, Wendell; and Randy 

and his wife, Jan; her sister, Betty 

Fisher; in-laws, Mary Jane Flory, Lois 

and Joseph Denlinger, and Virgil 

Jamison; and many nieces, nephews, 

and friends. 

She leaves to remember her: 12 

g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  3 3  g r e a t -

grandchildren,  12 step-great-

grandchildren, one great-great-

grandchild, and 13 step-great-great-

grandchildren. Emma truly was the 

best grandma; all of her grandchildren 

have a story of her energy, wit, and 

resourcefulness. 

In addition to her husband Cabel, 

she was preceded in death by her par-

ents; father-, mother-, and step-

mother-in-law; two brothers, Lester, 

his wife, Velma Flory, and Howard 

Flory; brother-in-law, Dale Fisher; 

and Cabel’s family: Annie and Ezra 

Bowman, Ruth and Denton Peters, 

Bertha Montgomery, Roy and Velma 

Montgomery, Clyde and Louise Mont-

gomery, Esther Jamison, Joseph and 

Janie Montgomery, Daniel and Annie 

Montgomery, and Rachel and Lewis 

Beckner. 

The funeral service was held at the 

Ash Grove meetinghouse on May 8 by 

the home Brethren. Thoughts were 

taken from Romans 12:2 and Hymn 

100 was used. Her body was laid to 

rest in the Ash Grove Cemetery. 

And now He has brought her unto 

her desired haven. 

The Family 

OBITUARIES 
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