
…of Jesus Christ.”  Revelation 12:17 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 LORD, SET MY FEET ON SOLID ROCK 

There are times when things seem troubling. 

We’re not sure which way to go. 

And it seems that things don’t go right, 

In our endeavors here below. 

At times like these we hear the summons, 

“Return to me, ye little flock. 

Seek your Lord and Christ your Shepherd. 

Set your feet upon The Rock.” 

There are some times we feel fantastic 

And the world lies at our feet, 

When things are coming up all roses, 

For every challenge that we meet. 

Then again things turn against us, 

And misfortune comes to knock. 

That’s the time to turn to Jesus 

And get our feet on solid Rock. 

Christ our Savior, Rock of Ages, 

Sure Foundation, Source of Grace. 

He is all we need or hope for, 

Safety, Hope, and Resting Place. 

Our Redeemer, our Salvation. 

He will Satan’s arrows block, 

If we keep our focus set on 

Jesus Christ, the Solid Rock. 

 

Marcus Miller 

 

“ By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them  

by the breath of his mouth.”    Psalm 33:6 
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Editorial 

GOD CREATES OUT OF  

NOTHING 

Something that brings pause 
to the mind of the child of God is 
simply giving thought to the 

Creation of all things.  

“By the word of the LORD were 
the heavens made; and all the host 
of them by the breath of his 
mouth” (Ps. 33:6). “…he spake, 
and it was done; he commanded, 

and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:9). 
An additional feature that is 

beyond comprehension is that God 
created all things out of NOTH-
ING. He did not take some pre-
existing material, and then build, 

as we do. 
The very word “create” speaks of 

this.  
The Scriptures speak of some-

thing else God is doing even now 
as He works toward the redemp-

tion of fallen man. Man has indeed 
fallen, and this Fall has destroyed 

something that was alive within 
man from his first breath. Man 
has rejected the life God gave  

him, and has attempted to build 
another life of his own. A life with-
out God. This is what takes place 
when we choose to live outside of 
the will of God. Adam and Eve 
experienced this.  

Now, on this side of the Cross, 
as we return to the Lord in full 
repentance, and die to our own 
life, God does something within us 
that is a marvelous thing! He 
makes us a new Creation!  

Notice what the Scripture says: 
“Therefore if any man be in 

Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (II Cor. 

5:17). 
“A new heart also will I give 

you…” (Ezek. 36:26). 

When you came to the Lord in 

repentance, did you feel a tempta-

tion to bring a little of your old 

self with you? If we retain a little 
of our old man, we will damage 

God’s work of new creation, won’t 

we?  
But if we place ourselves will-

ingly into His hands, and experi-

ence the death of the old man, 

then the way is prepared for new 

creation!  

Sometimes in life we become 
discouraged with ourselves, and 

say, “I am nothing.” On the one 

hand, this can be a very selfish 

statement. We may only be hurt-
ing from criticism, or we may be 

comparing ourselves with others.  

Or this may be spoken in sarcasm.  

But on the other hand, if we 

come to a place where, in deep 

recognition of our emptiness, and 
in full repentance of what we have 

done, and of what we are with-

out God, we finally declare, “I am 
nothing!” this is a WONDERFUL 

place to be! When this happens, a 

great and marvelous work is 
about to begin! The way has been 

paved for God to create something 

new! We are finally ready for God 
to work. Why? Because God does 

His best creating work…out of 

NOTHING.  

Lowell Miller 

GOD CREATES OUT OF NOTHING 
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THE TWENTY-NINTH CHAP-

TER OF THE BOOK OF ACTS 

Bibles call it “The Acts of the Apos-

tles.” Some call it “The Acts of the Holy 

Spirit.” It records the earliest events of 

the Christian Church—from Pentecost 

to the martyrdom of Paul at the hand 

of Nero. 

Our waitress was young, per-

haps in her late teens. But ma-

ture. It wasn’t difficult to draw her 

into conversation. Wishing to 

learn more about her I asked, “Do 

you go to church?” 

“Of course!” she returned. 

“And tell me a little about your 

church.” I said. 

“We live by the twenty-ninth 

chapter of Acts.” she replied with a 

smile. 

I was taken aback, at a loss for 

anything to say next. My mind 

went quickly to the Book of Acts. I 

thought it had only twenty-eight 

chapters. I was sure it had only 

twenty-eight chapters. But she 

was so confident—so animated 

and spirited. I didn’t want to em-

barrass such an energetic young 

Christian by correcting her on this 

point of seemingly no consequence. 

I left the conversation drop and so 

did she. 

But that evening I had to check. 

To be sure there wasn’t a twenty-

ninth chapter. I read the last verse 

of the twenty-eighth chapter. “…

Preaching the kingdom of God, 

and teaching those things which 

concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 

with all confidence, no man forbid-

ding…” 

There IS a twenty-ninth chap-

ter!!! I had never noticed it before. 

It is, indisputably, the longest 

chapter in all the Bible. It stretch-

es for almost two thousand years. 

In fact, it isn’t completed even yet. 

No place outside the Archives of 

Heaven is large enough to contain 

this one fantastic chapter. The 

twenty-ninth chapter is the record 

of the lives of the Christian 

Church from that last report of 

Paul’s life, in house confinement 

in Rome just before he gave his 

life by Nero’s executioner. This 

chapter stretches through the ear-

ly centuries of Christendom. It 

recounts the lives of the martyrs, 

of the persecuted, of the humble 

Sanctified. The followers of Jesus 

lived in cities, palaces, and caves; 

in mountains, deserts, tents, and 

hovels. They covered the face of all 

the entire earth from the equator 

to Lapland. Their sermons in-

spired, encouraged, warned, and 

called sinners to repentance. They 

raised the name of Jesus in cathe-

drals, chapels, and in the most 

humble cottage. Wherever they 

were, they raised hymns and 

songs of praise. Sometimes they 

could only raise their hands—or a 

groan. The prayers of the Saints 

have continually wafted to heaven 

day and night for nearly two mil-

lennia. 

“Preaching the Kingdom of 

General 
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God.” “Teaching those things 

which concern the Lord Jesus 

Christ.” “With all confidence” and 

without fear. “No man forbid-

ding”—for the preaching of the 

Word of God cannot be stifled. 

This chapter is the last chapter of 

the Acts of the Holy Spirit. How I 

wish we could read it all. 

Thank you, Sister, for introduc-

ing me to the twenty-ninth chap-

ter of the Book of the Acts. 

Marcus Miller 

 

 

 

 

VALUES COMMONLY 

HELD BY CONSERVATIVE 

ANABAPTISTS, AND  

SIMILAR FAITHS 
Earnest Eby 

Continued from the July issue—  

21. Plural Leadership in the 

church. 

Orderly, traditional customs 

coupled with shared responsibility 

makes for long-term stability. 

If a subculture has an orderly 

way of doing things, and every-

body understands that order; it is 

not necessary to have dynamic 

and amazing leaders. 

Conservative Anabaptists appre-

ciate a plural ministry as compared 

with a single pastor, even in small 

congregations. The combination of 

gifts allows them to function well 

without needing an exceptional 

pastor. The Scriptures don’t say 

that having a single pastor is a bad 

thing, however the New Testament 

does talk about appointing plural 

elders in the church. 

A lot of organizations rise and 

fall with their leaders. You don’t 

find that so much with Old Order 

and Conservative Anabaptists. 

Rarely does a church disintegrate. 

Church members and children 

don’t generally have to worry 

about their church closing its 

doors unless all of the leaders are 

incompetent, or if the head leader 

will not work with his team. 

Most people do not join an Old 

Order or conservative Anabaptist 

church because of one individual 

pastor. They often choose a church 

based on the values and culture of 

that church. 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S ROLES 

22. Spouses are expected to love 

each other for life.  

If they are experiencing relational 

difficulty, it is expected that they 

will seek help for their marriage. If 

a couple separates, it is expected 

that they will remain single and 

seek to win back the heart of their 

spouse through a godly example. 

Rarely would a husband or wife 

worry about returning home to find 

a note on the table saying that the 

spouse no longer has any interest 

in the marriage. Children in Ana-

baptist homes almost never worry 

that their parents will divorce. (In 

our day and age, it can be hard to 

fathom how much this kind of secu-

rity and rest affects the atmos-

phere of a community unless you 

have experienced the opposite.) 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 
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23. Men are expected to be lead-

ers in the home.  

When Dad is not around, then 

Mom is in charge. Dad is the final 

judge whenever matters are decid-

ed. However, it is expected that he 

will relate to his wife in a loving 

way and consult her before mak-

ing decisions. It is expected that 

they will be heirs together of the 

grace of life. 

24. Men are expected to be the 

visible leaders in the communi-

ty.  

Women may be leaders in less 

visible ways. 

25. Women are expected to take 

a non-authoritative role when 

the church meets to make deci-

sions or discuss doctrine.  

It would be very out of place for 

a woman to verbally rebuke or 

chastise a brother in the church. 

This is based on the scriptural in-

junctions that women should 

demonstrate a meek and quiet 

spirit and show self-control. 

CLOTHING  

26. The purpose of clothing is 

to cover and conceal the body.  

Public undress or partial naked-

ness is considered shameful. 

27. Simple attire is chosen so 

that others are not distracted 

with one’s apparel and can fo-

cus on more important things. 

One way to keep from distract-

ing others is to avoid ornamenta-

tion or decorations or frills. 

28. It is good to be clean and 

dress neatly, especially when 

meeting with others or when 

meeting for public worship. 

29. The desire to dress classy or 

trendy or fashionably is from 

the god of this world, not from 

the Spirit of God.  

True beauty comes from God 

and should not be used for vain 

purposes. 

It is rare for adult women in 

plain churches to compliment 

each other on their outfits when 

they arrive at church. They may 

comment, “Is that a new dress?” 

or say, “That is a beautiful fab-

ric.” But they would not try to 

boost each other’s self-image by 

saying, “You are gorgeous” or 

“You have a really good taste.” 

The purpose of gathering as a 

church is to inspire and encour-

age each other in the Lord. Gath-

ering as a body of believers 

should not be a show and tell. 

VOCATION  

30. Business dealings should be 

honest and businesses should not 

engage in price gouging. 

31. Small businesses and 

family businesses are consid-

ered more appropriate than 

large businesses or corpora-

tions. 

EDUCATION  

32. Children are expected to 

receive education in a Chris-

tian environment. 

33. Higher education is not val-

ued as much as hard work, in-

dustry, and life skills.  

(In many places in the world, 

the more titles and degrees one 

has, the more credibility one 

has. In the Plain world, the op-

August, 2018 
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posite is true. Often the more 

titles and degrees a person puts 

behind his name, the less credi-

bility he has.) 

LEISURE AND RECREATION  

34. Entertainment and recrea-

tion is most wholesome if it is 

simple, inspires creativity, and 

involves nature.  

Performances / theatre / profes-

sional sports, amusement parks, 

etc., are not considered to be valu-

able entertainment. 

ART 

35. A capella singing and quilt-

ing are the common “folk arts” 

pursued by Plain People.  

Most of the time, engaging in 

simple art is considered a better 

stewardship of time than engaging 

in fine art. To a large degree, “the 

arts” are considered vain. 

RELATIONSHIPS  

36. Plain people are often in-

structed to talk kindly to each 

other, even if they are feeling 

angry.  

There is no room for dumping 

one’s anger and frustrations on 

another. If a person does do this, 

guilty feelings may result, and it is 

not uncommon for that person to 

apologize for talking to someone 

unkindly. 

37. What many non-community-

oriented folks would call gos-

sip, Plain people think of as 

“open accountability.”  

(This does not mean though that 

Plain people are not sometimes 

guilty of gossip.) 

MISCELLANEOUS ETHICS /  

MORALS / VIRTUES /  

OUTLOOK ON LIFE  

38. If pride is an abomina-

tion to God and is the only sin 

that God resists, then humility 

must be the cardinal virtue. 

“Let nothing be done through 

strife or vainglory; but in lowliness 

of mind let each esteem other, bet-

ter than themselves.” If someone 

introduces himself, he doesn’t 

mention all his accomplishments 

or his position in the organization. 

Rather he tells people what he 

does for work and you may or may 

not learn about his accomplish-

ments or his position. 

Since humility is a virtue, put-

ting one’s self forward or out front 

is not the way to follow Christ. It 

is better to have someone else no-

tice your gifts and give you an op-

portunity to exercise them than to 

advertise one’s gifts. 

39. Ethics and convictions 

should be the primary driver of 

one’s life. Not beauty, the arts, 

or intellectual thought. 

When a person makes choices 

about clothing, housing, or care of 

property, ethics should be the pri-

mary governance. 

40. Sanctity of Life — Life is a 

gift from God. It should not be dis-

carded carelessly. 

41. Christians should be will-

ing to accept the curse in the 

garden of Eden and accept 

man’s allotted days.  

This world is not our home. It is 

good to take care of your health, 

but don’t hang on to it at the end. 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 
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Depart this life in peace and trust. 

42. Giving should always be 

done without fanfare or public 

notice.  

43. Better to have sub-par 

preaching (by a follower of Je-

sus) than carefully crafted 

preaching (by a person with 

questionable doctrine or char-

acter). 

(Since too many folks out of sem-

inary have questionable doctrine 

or character, Anabaptist preachers 

are not encouraged to get training. 

I agree with their conclusion about 

what comes out of too many semi-

naries, but I don’t agree that 

preachers should not get training. 

I think gifted preachers among us 

should help train others.) 

44. Better to have sub-par 

preaching, and listeners who 

take it seriously than excellent 

preaching, and people who 

don’t take it to heart. (I agree 

with this value but wouldn’t want 

it to stifle attempts to get better at 

preaching.) 

45. Better to have heartfelt con-

gregational singing with a few 

people off key than listening to 

a choir or worship team that 

has practiced for hours and 

can produce an excellent per-

formance. 

46. Working as a community in 

taking care of elderly, the 

handicapped, or the ill is the 

responsibility of the family and 

the church.  

It should not be relinquished to 

the government or to an insurance 

company. 

47. Sunday church attendance 

and respecting the Lord’s Day 

are important.  

God gave us six days to work. 

Extra work should be done on Sat-

urday so that less work is done on 

Sunday. First-day Sabbatarianism 

is alive and well in most communi-

ties. 

48. Christians should be con-

sistent.  

If a person would not operate a 

restaurant or grocery store on 

Sunday, then he should not gener-

ally be patronizing them on Sun-

day either, thereby keeping others 

from the opportunity of Christian 

fellowship. 

NOT GOOD VALUES 

1. The social circle of Plain 

people is primarily relatives, 

people of the same ethnicity, 

and people from the same 

church. (I wish the Plain People 

would take Jesus’ words more seri-

ously when He says that when we 

make a dinner, we should not in-

vite our relative and rich neigh-

bors, but rather we should invite 

the disadvantaged and the 

stranger into our homes for a 

meal.) 

2. Plain people are often con-

tent to pay or watch other peo-

ple do the work of evangelism 

and discipleship.  

(I would like to see Plain people 

engage themselves in this kind of 

work and take it very seriously.) 

One of the biggest hindrances to 

people being personally involved 

in the work of God comes from the 

August, 2018 
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belief that God is most concerned 

about us giving a portion of our 

money to the church. If someone 

can also give of his time, that is 

great, but not necessary. This be-

lief seems to be the opposite of 

what we read in the New Testa-

ment. 

3. Plain people believe that get-

ting post-secondary education 

from degreed professionals is 

not a good thing.  

I can understand why they come 

to this conclusion. Much post-

secondary education does not cul-

tivate godliness and many people 

become proud of their education. 

(I would like to see plain people 

utilize post-secondary education 

when necessary without it going to 

their heads.) 

4. Plain people often assume 

that their church or their com-

munity is at the center of the 

universe and that God espe-

cially has His eye and His fa-

vor on them.  

To say it another way, 

“Whatever works for us and our 

church and community should 

work for everybody else. There-

fore, anyone who doesn’t do it our 

way or see it our way is missing 

out.” This is a common human 

problem and one that does not get 

addressed very often in Plain com-

munities. 

(I would like to see Plain people 

take more notice of how God is at 

work in other places and ways in 

which they limit God in their own 

communities.) 

5. Plain people for whatever 

reason, often hide their feel-

ings.  

They are trained and taught to 

guard their tongues and be tem-

perate in their conduct. This is 

good. We like neighbors who con-

trol their tongues. (I wish Plain 

people could learn to be honest 

and transparent, without being 

unkind and hurtful.) 

6. Because of their emphasis on 

values and these particular 

values, it can be hard for many 

Plain people to relate to folks 

who either don’t have many 

values or don’t have the same 

values.  

They can wonder why it takes 

so long for people to adopt godly 

patterns. They don’t realize how 

long it took for a value to become 

established in their own life or in 

their community. 

(I would like to see Plain people 

become comfortable with values 

other than their own. I would also 

like to see them learn how to walk 

alongside of people who need help 

developing values. I would like to 

see them exercise the same pa-

tience with adults that they ex-

tend to their children and rela-

tives who need values. I wish that 

half the people we associate with 

and attend church with would be 

people with different values or 

people with few values. If we had 

more diversity, it would be much 

easier for unchurched people to 

feel at home in Plain churches.) 

VALUES COMMONLY HELD 
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A STORY: 

Recently I and some friends at-

tended an Old Order “horse and 

buggy” church. The sermon we 

heard that day by a 75 year old 

minister, couldn’t have been better 

in terms of encapsulating the doc-

trines and ethos of the historic 

Anabaptist faith. We were very 

blessed by this extemporaneous 

expository preaching by a man 

who loved the Lord. The essence of 

humility was demonstrated by the 

minister and it was also taught by 

him. 

In the audience was a lady who 

did not grow up Anabaptist and 

whose mother was divorced. When 

she was a child, her mother would 

drop her off with an Old Order 

Mennonite family who provided 

daycare for her. 

Eventually the mom and her 

daughter moved to another state 

and she grew up like most Ameri-

can girls do. There were various 

things that made her question the 

values of her society but it was 

when she was in college, and two 

of her friends committed suicide, 

that she began to question “the 

system.” Education was not 

providing the answers that she 

was told it would. So this was sort 

of the turning point in her life and 

the one that got her started on the 

journey back to the community 

that she had tasted as a child. 

So as a young adult, she made 

contact with her old friends, went 

back to one of their churches, be-

came a member of the church, 

learned to drive a horse and bug-

gy, got married, and is today a 

mother who is raising her children 

with the values I’ve just described. 

Changing cultures is hard. This 

was not an easy road at all and 

very few women are up to this big 

of a challenge. But today she has 

the confidence that she is offering 

something of value to her children. 

It will be up to them what they 

want to do with the offer, but she 

at least gave them the chance. 

Few people are going to do what 

this lady did, i.e., break cultures 

with all that is familiar. Their best 

chance is to be raised in a commu-

nity that has the same values. 

Community values come as a 

package. You need to take the 

good with the bad. All of us need 

to weigh the packages and deter-

mine, “What would God have me 

to do?” The answer is different for 

different people. 

CLOSING SUMMARY 

Values are initially built by in-

tention. Values in a culture often 

take several generations until 

they are well established. So if you 

see any culture around the world 

that has good values, it took lots of 

people working together for suc-

cessive generations to make that 

happen. 

Once values are established, 

they need to be cultivated and 

nurtured in order to stay alive. 

Values can be trashed in one 

generation. Values are typically 

lost whenever a generation is re-

acting to something that seems 

out of balance or whenever the 

value becomes too important in 
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relation to other values that 

should be more important. Often-

times the value is not a bad thing, 

but it was given undo focus and 

attention, and then it is viewed as 

a negative value. Sometimes a val-

ue is lost whenever an ungodly 

society reacts to something godly, 

and starts to ridicule those who 

have this value. Anyone who is 

listening to the world may start to 

question whether this value or set 

of values is really worthwhile. 

The purpose of this article is to 

identify good values in the Plain 

communities and inspire us to 

build the good ones into our own 

lives and also into the lives of 

those who are following us. 

Selected by, 

Phillip Hess 

 

 

 

 

 

FRET NOT THYSELF  

BECAUSE OF EVILDOERS 

Conspiracy theories abound 

these days. Conspiracy theories 

are explanations of events or com-

monly held views about things in 

which the theory teaches that a 

much more sinister force and evil 

intent is behind an event than 

what the general public knows or 

believes. While some of these theo-

ries may be true in part, it seems 

that there are no bounds or limits 

on the possibilities that some con-

spiracy theorists would promote. 

Conspiracy theories offer some 

deeply emotional benefits to their 

adherents.  

1. They cast evil and sin in a 

framework that is so far out-

side of our own tendencies that 

the believer can experience a 

form of self-righteousness by 

embracing the theory.  

In short, these theories can arti-

ficially widen the gap between evil 

and our own hearts. 

For example: A popular conspir-

acy theory teaches that jet 

streams are part of a sinister plan 

to poison the air and reduce the 

population. By viewing common 

events such as jet streams as be-

ing a part of a sinister plan, I can 

reduce my own sense of personal 

sin and responsibility by indulging 

in a suspicion that is unlike any-

thing I have ever wanted to do. 

The sloppiness and greed that op-

press the poor of this world is 

something I may be partly guilty 

of myself, but I would never dream 

of putting toxic jet streams in the 

air to reduce the earth’s popula-

tion. By embracing the theory, I 

gain relative righteousness or “self

-righteousness.” 

2. Conspiracy theories provide 

the adherent with a sense of 

power by being “ahead of the 

game” by possessing clandes-

tine knowledge.  

Knowledge certainly has power 

and yet knowledge gained simply 

by reading extravagant claims re-

quires very little self-denial or ef-

fort on the part of the one embrac-

ing this knowledge. Prophecy can 

FRET NOT THYSELF BECAUSE OF EVILDOERS 
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provide a similar thrill as conspir-

acy theories do. The one pos-

sessing knowledge of the future 

or of secret plans wields an inher-

it power. Secret knowledge is in-

toxicating and to know what oth-

ers cannot know about the future 

is powerful. 

3. Conspiracy theories rarely if 

ever, cultivate the attitude, 

belief, or theology about civil 

authority that is taught in Ro-

mans 13.  

Though governments and insti-

tutions may often be oppressive 

and corrupt, anarchy is no better 

and usually worse. If we are going 

to be grieved by corruption in the 

government, let us first be 

grieved that the posture of being 

rich and privileged Americans, 

often lends itself to the disad-

vantage of others around the 

world. This nation has retaliated 

against various threats in a way 

that should never be associated 

with Christianity. National pride 

and self-protection has in my 

opinion, caused far more suffering 

then any secret scheme. 

Unfortunately, conspiracy theo-

ries tend to focus on the perceived 

threat and loss that corrupt gov-

erning brings to our own personal 

privileges and comfort rather 

than the suffering that our gov-

ernment may bring to others who 

are unlike ourselves. 

4 Conspiracy theories almost 

always credit evil forces as 

working in nearly flawless 

unity and harmony to accom-

plish their goals. Very often, 

conspiracy theorists credit evil 

forces as working in such a 

way as only God Himself could 

orchestrate events. 

Read Psalm 37. David de-

scribes evil doers as people who 

continually get cut off, and not as 

a people who carefully and metic-

ulously carry out well laid plans, 

generation after generation. Most 

conspiracy theories cast evil in 

the opposite perspective of Psalm 

37. 

The book of Esther gives us a 

wonderful model of how evil con-

spiracies work. What could be a 

larger evil scheme than a plan to 

eliminate God’s people? This was 

a scheme that came about 

through an intricate set of events 

in which a king had been hood-

winked into turning his own na-

tion against the exiled Jewish 

people living in his own land. But 

follow the series of events back 

and you can make a very interest-

ing observation. The trail of 

events leads back to one man’s 

personal vanity and pride and 

another man’s personal piety and 

love of God. The very large con-

spiracy in the book of Esther 

finds its source in a very small 

and envious human heart that 

bears resemblance to my own car-

nal nature. On the contrary, 

many modern conspiracy theories 

trace events back to enormous 

schemes that bear no resem-

blance to my own heart or life. In 

other words, when evil is traced 

in the Bible it always leads us to 

a small and cramped reality, but 

conspiracy theorists typically 
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trace evil back to a large and crea-

tive source, thus giving Satan the 

kind of credit that belongs to God.  

So why is evil so prevalent?  

Those of us raised in orthodox 

Christian settings have been told 

all our lives why evil is so preva-

lent. It is because human nature is 

corrupted and Satan is active.  

Romans 3:23 says, “For all have 

sinned and come short of the glory 

of God.” 

The striving in my own flesh is 

the very same substance that 

causes wars. The unfaithfulness in 

my own flesh is the very same sub-

stance that ruins marriage and 

church relationships. The rebel-

lion in my own flesh is of the same 

substance that Satan and his an-

gels indulged in when they re-

belled against God. 

The envy and jealousy in my 

own flesh is the exact same stuff 

that produces politics and power 

corruption. The corruption of the 

world doesn’t need a mysterious 

explanation when the sin in your 

own flesh should be a sufficient 

explanation of why the world is 

the way it is. 

Yes, I believe that there may be 

false and misleading reasons given 

by public persons about why cer-

tain things are happening. But if 

you find yourself preferring to be-

lieve that things are always more 

sinister than what they appear, 

beware lest your own heart is also 

more sinister than it appears. It 

could well be that a desire to shift 

blame away from ourselves and 

onto others is one of the reasons 

conspiracy theories seem to have 

no limits and tremendous appeal 

to some people.   

If you trace the rise of early 

Christianity back to its source, you 

will find a large and wonderful 

conspiracy that was in the plans 

from the beginning. And stranger 

still, the kingdom that turned the 

world upside down came about 

when God became powerless and 

vulnerable and put Himself in the 

hands of evil men. The defeat of 

evil, which Jesus accomplished on 

the cross, came about not by es-

caping evil but by overcoming evil 

with good. This is the whole para-

dox of the cross, that conspiracy 

theories seem to completely miss. 

Colossians 2:15 says, “And having 

spoiled principalities and powers, 

he made a show of them openly, 

triumphing over them in it.” This 

is the irony of the ages, as this 

defeat is exactly what appeared to 

be happening to Jesus on the 

cross. As one theologian put it, “At 

the cross, the power of love over-

came the love of power.” 

Anthony Hess 

 

 

FRET NOT THYSELF BECAUSE OF EVILDOERS 

…conspiracy theorists 

typically trace evil 

back to a large and 

creative source, thus 

giving Satan the kind 

of credit that belongs 

to God. 
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PATIENT CONTINUANCE 

IN WELL DOING 

A recent Bible study topic in our 

district was “judgment.” At first 

thought, I assumed it was meant 

to be about the type of judgment 

we speak of when talking about 

being judgmental of others. But 

no! It soon became apparent that 

those who chose the monthly top-

ics for our small groups this year 

meant for this to be about the 

judgment throne, about the final 

judgment day of Christ. This kind 

of topic brings sobering thoughts 

to mind and has a way of melting 

away much of the dross that fills 

our lives. Do we really realize that 

one day we will stand alone before 

the judgment seat of Christ? Are 

we aware that we will give an ac-

count for every idle word we have 

spoken? How does it affect us to 

think of the masses of people who 

do not know or care that they will 

be held accountable for their 

lives—for their acceptance or re-

jection of our Savior Jesus Christ? 

Doesn’t it make you want to live 

out Truth and share it with them? 

Sobering thoughts indeed. 

But that evening around a din-

ing room table with our small 

group, made up of a couple other 

families we love, my heart was 

touched and comforted by some 

verses in Romans 2. God, “Who 

will render to every man according 

to his deeds: To them who by pa-

tient continuance in well doing 

seek for glory and honor and im-

mortality, eternal life: But unto 

them that are contentious, and do 

not obey the truth, but obey un-

righteousness, indignation and 

wrath, Tribulation, and anguish, 

upon every soul of man that doeth 

evil…” (Rom. 2:6–9). 

Many times in life we over-

complicate things. And these vers-

es just brought some sweet simpli-

fication to my mind. The last half 

is about what we don’t want to do, 

and the warning of consequences 

that will come if we do not follow 

after Truth. But I just love that 

phrase “patient continuance in 

well doing”! What a comfort to 

normal human beings that we are. 

I think I’m starting to learn that 

much of life is about this very 

thing—patient continuance in well 

doing. Those of you who have lived 

longer than I have probably 

learned this fact many years ago. 

I’m coming to realize that there’s a 

cycle to this life. Seasons come and 

go. Weeks, months, years roll by… 

quickly! And we do things over 

and over. For instance: breakfast, 

lunch, supper, laundry, planting, 

weeding, harvesting. This does not 

mean life is mundane, no! Hearts 

that are aware of the grace of God 

and the many blessings poured out 

upon them can find any type of life 

to be filled with wonder, even if it 

does have a cycle to it. And I think 

August, 2018 
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one can find a satisfaction in em-

bracing the cycle, being thankful 

for “normal” life. Those who have 

had their “normal” abruptly 

snatched away would tell us to not 

take for granted the common 

things of life.  

In reading that eternal life is the 

reward to those who by patient 

continuance in well-doing are seek-

ing for glory and honor and immor-

tality, my heart rejoiced! And I 

wanted to share this little tidbit 

with other women and men in var-

ious stages of life, too! Be not wea-

ry in well doing. Your labor is not 

in vain if it is done as for the Lord. 

In light of this, maybe my to-do list 

should be: Seek for that which 

brings Him glory. Seek for that 

which extols His honor. Seek after 

immortality (that which will last 

forever.) And then patiently con-

tinue doing well what I’ve been 

given to do. (whether that be the 

laundry, cooking, caring for little 

ones, encouraging others, studying 

and preaching the Word, leading a 

flock of believers, caring for an el-

derly parent, standing for truth, 

praying for all manner of needs, 

baling hay, teaching students, 

weeding the garden, reading Bible 

stories, and on and on…) And the 

reward for such an existence is 

promised to be eternal life—to 

hear those lovely, longed-for words 

as we stand before the judgment 

throne, “Well done, thou good and 

faithful servant…”!  

“Teach me yet more of Thy blest 

ways, Thou Holy Lamb of God…” 

Allison Markley 

 

 

PATIENT CONTINUANCE IN WELL DOING 
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PEACE OR NO PEACE 

As Father and Mother gathered 

for evening devotions Daddy said 

to his family that he would like to 

center their thoughts around the 

topic of peace. Tom, Jenny and 

Mother all agreed.  Daddy started 

off with a question by asking, 

“Was there peace in heaven before 

the world was created?  I believe 

there was until Lucifer rose up 

and said that he wanted to make 

himself like The Most High God. 

That started a feud between God 

and Satan. There was turmoil or 

no peace in heaven. Lucifer had it 

made in his former state but be-

came haughty or high-minded. He 

had everything he could possibly 

need. But no, he wanted to be like 

The Most High God. So God cast 

him out of heaven. What an indi-

vidual he became! It seems like 

when Lucifer was given his new 

name of Satan, peace was taken 

away on this earth.” 

“There was peace during the 

creation because God said that 

everything He created was good 

and very good,” said Mother. 

“Maybe we need to know if my 

definition of peace is a good one. 

That would mean the absence of 

strife,” she remarked. 

Jenny spoke next. “It didn’t take 
long after the creation that peace 
was shattered because Adam and 
Eve hid themselves. They started 
looking for something to hide their 
nakedness and shame. Fig leaves 
were about all they could find, so 
God took some skins and clothed 

them.  It took the slaying of an 
animal, or else He created some 
skins. I personally believe it took 
the shedding of blood. 

“It wasn’t long until children 

were born to this couple—two 

sons.  Jealousy entered the older 

son’s heart and he slew his young-

er brother.  Peace was lost.” 

Tom commented about how the 

children of Israel went to Egypt 

and had peace while Joseph was 

ruler. Then a king rose up that 

knew not Joseph and the Israel-

ites became slaves to the Egyp-

tians. They soon lost the peace in 

their hearts.  Even before that, 

Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph 

because he was a dreamer and 

told them how they would bow to 

him some time. 

“We need to mention the strife 

that happened during Moses’ time. 

Moses was the servant of God in 

delivering the children of Israel 

from bondage.  Moses was a hum-

ble and faithful leader, but saw 

unrest in his lifetime. The key 

here is that Moses chose rather to 

suffer affliction than to enjoy the 

pleasures of sin for a season. We 

must make godly choices while we 

live in this day and time. Let us 
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choose wisely. Some of the people 

did not make good choices even 

with God’s presence.” said Tom. 

 We read in the Bible the report 

the spies made after returning 

from the land that God promised 

them. Instead of a forty-day jour-

ney they spent forty years in the 

wilderness. Thousands of people 

died because of unbelief.   

This was not peaceful for the 

travelers.  God was in the cloud by 

day and the pillar of fire by night, 

leading them.  To the children of 

Israel this was comforting, and 

they were blessed with peace for a 

time. 

Mother told her husband that 

she liked his definition of the 

word “peace.”  She stated that the 

word “peace” is in the Bible ap-

proximately four hundred times 

including, on occasion, two or 

three times in the same verse. She 

also stated that we have skipped 

many incidents that are men-

tioned in the beginning of the Old 

Testament. How men’s thoughts 

were evil continually and God re-

pented that He made man. Even 

the period of time when Abraham 

was promised a son. It seems he 

got ahead of God and decided to 

do things his way.  Abraham and 

Hagar had a child and they 

named him Ishmael. Ishmael was 

a wild man. This child was not the 

son God promised as the forerun-

ner of the coming Prince of Peace. 

That child’s name was Isaac. Even 

Abraham experienced strife when 

the Bible tells that he dug wells 

for water.  These were filled with 

earth by the people that occupied 

the country. No Peace. 

“I would like to go into the lives 

of the priests and judges,” said 

Daddy. “That is certainly a learn-

ing period of time. In Judges 19 

and 20, Phinehas was the priest. 

The tribe of Benjamin did some-

thing bad, and all the other eleven 

tribes of Israel went to war 

against them. The first attack was 

a time when the eleven tribes lost 

twenty-two thousand men. In the 

second attack the eleven tribes 

lost eighteen thousand men. The 

third attack was when the eleven 

tribes almost annihilated the tribe 

of Benjamin. Very few men were 

left of the tribe of Benjamin. They 

went to a different country to find 

wives for the few remaining men. 

“In the life of Samuel, a judge, we 

will focus on King Saul. Samuel was 

to anoint Saul to be king of Israel. 

At first, while Saul was yet humble, 

things were peaceful with the peo-

ple. After a while Saul started to be 

a proud and disobedient king. God 

changed his heart and put in him 

an evil spirit. Because of King 

Saul’s actions God told Samuel that 

he rejected Saul from being king.  

Go to the house of Jesse and there I 

will show you whom I have chosen 

to be king. This was accomplished 

in secret. The youngest son of Jesse 

was chosen and anointed to be the 

next king. His name was David. 

 “Samuel thought it would be 

the eldest son of Jesse. ‘Not so,’ 

says God, ‘Man looketh on the out-

ward appearance, but the Lord 

looketh upon the heart.’ King Saul 

had no idea that David was 

anointed to be king. David became 

the best of friends with king Saul’s 

son, Jonathan. 

PEACE OR NO PEACE 
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“Children, do you remember 

who Jesse’s father was? It was 

Obed. Do you remember who was 

the father of Obed?  Boaz, and his 

mother’s name was Ruth. All 

these people were from the town of 

Bethlehem and very possibly lived 

in the same house.  Eleven hun-

dred years later the greatest King 

of all was born at this location.” 

“Daddy, may I tell something 

about this story?” asked Tom. 

“Sure,” Daddy said. 

Tom began by tell how David 

was invited to the palace. “You 

see, he was talented in several 

ways. He was a sharpshooter with 

a sling; an excellent player of the 

harp while singing hymns to God.  

Saul was refreshed by David’s mu-

sical ability. 

“David was short of stature, 

ruddy, and of handsome counte-

nance.   He also had physical 

strength, and trusted God.  Saul 

still did not know David was 

anointed to be king by Samuel. 

“When the army was at war, 

Saul made a decree that no one 

should eat any food. His son Jona-

than was not in the camp and did-
n’t hear the proclamation given by 

his father. He was in the enemy 

camp with his bodyguards, slaugh-

tering the Philistines. On return-
ing to camp, being faint with hun-

ger, he tasted some honey.  One of 

Saul’s men saw him taste the hon-

ey and reported it to the king. The 

king pronounced judgment upon 
Jonathan, and it was death. The 

men rebelled against king Saul 

and delivered Jonathan from 

death.” 

“My turn,” said Mother. “The 

Bible does not tell about David’s 

mother, but I believe she was on 

her knees many times praying for 

her son.  She could have helped 

teach him to be a wise and proper 

child. She also may have taught 

David to love and trust God.  Saul 

did not know that David was 

anointed the second time to be 

King. Saul became angry and 

threw a javelin at Jonathan in-

tending to kill him. As time 

passed, during Saul’s temper tan-

trum, David and Jonathan made a 

covenant showing their love for 

each other. That was one of the 

best agape love stories told.  David 

returned home to care for his fa-

ther’s sheep. War broke out again 

with the Philistines.” 

“Oh, Mother,” said Jenny, “I 

would love to tell about that!”   

“Okay,” said Mother. 

“You see,” said Jenny, “There 

was a giant who challenged the ar-

mies of Israel, in the valley of Elah.   

“He was nine feet tall and had a 

huge spear and a coat of armor on 

for protection.   
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“He came out to intimidate the 

men of Israel. He threatened them, 

saying, ‘If I kill the man you send 

out, you will be our servants.’  He 

shouted, ‘If you kill me we will be-

come your servants.’ This scared 

the army of Israel. Meanwhile Jes-

se sent David out to see how Da-

vid’s three brothers were doing in 

the war. Jesse sent some food for 

David’s brothers.  Also, a lot of food 

for Saul and his men. When David 

arrived, Goliath came out to battle.  

David said that he was not afraid 

of this uncircumcised Philistine. 

That word reached the ears of king 

Saul and he sent for him. When 

David appeared before Saul, he did 

not even recognize him because he 

asked someone who he was. Saul 

promised that whoever would kill 

this giant he would give his daugh-

ter for a wife. It was agreed that 

David would fight against the Phil-

istine. So it was that David laid 

aside Saul’s armour and took his 

sling. Picking up five smooths 

stones out of the brook, he RAN to 

meet this Giant. ‘Am I a dog that 

you come out to fight against me? 

I’ll feed you to the fowls of the air.’ 

he roared. David answered him, ‘I 

come to thee in the name of the 

Lord of hosts, whom thou hast de-

fied.’ With that, David slang his 

stone and God delivered it to the 

mark which was in Goliath’s fore-

head. David gave credit where 

credit was due by saying, ‘I come to 

thee in the name of the living God.’ 

What a victory for the children of 

Israel that day by the hand of the 

God of Israel.” 
“Daddy,” said Tom, “May I say a 

few words about this story?” 

“Sure,” his father told him. 

“David soon became Saul’s son- 

in-law, but he also became his ene-

my. Saul threw a javelin at him 

once. Michal loved David very 

much and even saved David’s life 

by putting a likeness of him in his 

bed, helping him escape from a 

window. I think by now Saul knew 

David was anointed to be king. If 

not, Jonathan knew it and was 

willing for him to be king.  David 

spent a long time in many different 

places fleeing from Saul. He had 

many opportunities to end Saul’s 

life but he would not slay God’s 

anointed. Finally another battle 

was fought, and Saul and his three 

sons died. David lamented over 

Saul and Jonathan many days.” 

“One more thing,” said Tom. 

“David became king, and he re-

membered the covenant he made 

with his best friend Jonathan. 

Jonathan had a son by the name 
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of Mephibosheth. He was lame in 

both of his feet and David told him 

that he could eat at the king’s ta-

ble for the rest of his life. David 

also restored all the inheritance 

that was rightfully his and even 

servants to care for it. 

“David was a great king and 

was a man after God’s own heart. 

He made some mistakes.  All these 

happenings are pointing us to a 

future time when peace will be 

made available to every true 

Christian worshipper.”   
“Daddy and Mother,” said Tom 

and Jenny, “Thank you so much 
for being so loving and letting the 
Light of Jesus Christ shine in this 
home. This is so enjoyable. We 
would like to do this again.” 

“Good night.” 

Marshall and Rosalene Dutter 
 

 

Questions about Creation —  

1. What thoughts do you have 

when you think of God creating by 

the breath of His mouth? 

2. Psalm 148:8 speaks of “stormy 

wind fulfilling his word.” Is it not a 

wonderful thing that all of the 

world and universe stand ready to 

obey the word of the Lord? 

Even the unclean spirits (Mark 1:27). 

3. Does the Fall of man in the Gar-

den take on greater clarity then, 

when we see that the man that 

God created became emboldened 

enough to disobey His word? 

4. When He makes us a new creation, 

is one of the characteristics of our 

new nature immediate obedience? 

5. What other features about God 

creating the world inspire you?  

6. How large is God’s Creation? Is 

there an end to the vastness of 

space? A place where there is 

nothing more beyond? 

7. Are YOU a New Creation? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

In the midst of Summer’s heat, think of someone who needs a drink of water. 

Is your mind the same as when received into the beloved by baptism? 

Men are considered poor by their needs, not by their wants. 

Predestination includes God’s plan for man’s free will.  

Meekness may be called strength under control. 

See life through the eyes of a young child.  

Gain strength—exercise in prayer.  

Take a walk. 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

June 17, 2018; Dallas, OR 
Trevin Moore 

July 5, 2018; Modesto, CA 
Aislinn McCombs 

 

COMMISSIONS 

April 14, 2018; Shenandoah, VA 
Richard Jamison (and wife, Nedra) 
 Called to the Ministry. 
Melvin Peters (and wife, Sara) 
 Called to the office of Deacon. 

 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

June 24, 2018; Cutler Ridge, IN 
Martha Wolf 

 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Sept. 8, 2018 ............. Mountain View, ID and 
Mission Valley, MT together at Naples, ID 

Sept. 15, 2018 ................... Clearwater, IN and 
Scottville, MI together at Clearwater, IN 

Sept. 22, 2018 ............. Western Kansas, KS 

Sept. 29, 2018 ............. Covenant Valley, VA 

Sept. 29, 2018 ................ Pleasant View, OH 

Oct. 13, 2018 ..................... Lower  Twin, OH 

Oct. 20, 2018 ..................... Maple Grove, OH 

Oct. 27, 2018 .................... Kidron Valley, KS 

Oct. 27, 2018 .......................... Stillwater, OH 

Nov. 3, 2018 ................................. Bethel, OH 

Nov. 3, 2018 ................ Columbia River, WA 

Nov. 3, 2018 ....................... Shenandoah, VA 

Nov. 10, 2018 ........................ Covington, OH 

Nov. 10, 2018 ............. West Manchester, IN 

Nov. 10, 2018 .................. West Modesto, CA 

Feb. 2, 2019 ........................... Pine Grove, FL 

 

HARVEST MEETINGS 

Aug. 12, 2018 ....  

Aug. 26, 2018 ................................ Salem, OH 

Sept. 9, 2018 .......................... Stillwater, OH 

Sept. 16, 2018 ..................... Bear Creek, OH 

Nov. 22, 2018 ................. Pleasant View, OH 

poems 

OMNIPOTENCE 

He telleth the stars in their number, and calleth each star by its name, 

The hours run their course through the ages, forever and ever the same. 

The tides time their rising and falling today in their rhythm of old, 

The sun knows the time of its setting, and sinks to its cloud-bed of gold. 

 

He holloweth the cup for the oceans, and stilleth its storms at His will, 

While the waves that sweep over its bosom rise but His command to fulfill. 

He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes, says “Be thou on the ground” to the snow, 

He maketh the storm clouds His chariot as on the swift wind-wings they go. 

 

Great is our Lord; of great power. All things are upheld by His hand. 

The universe moves at His bidding, or is stilled at His slightest command. 

Yet more than these marvels transcendent, this wonder of wonders I see, 

That the God of such infinite greatness should care for the sparrows—and me.  

Mabel Brown Denison 
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YOU HAVE KEPT ME 

You have kept me  

When I wanted to go astray. 

You have kept me  

When my heart was in dismay.  

O, Lord, You have kept me. 

 

Chorus: 

You have kept me  

Enfolded in Your arms  

You have kept me  

Shielded from all harm 

O, Lord, You have kept me. 

 

You have kept me 

When my flesh would stand up proud. 

You have kept me 

Far from the enticing crowd.  

O, Lord, You have kept me. 

 

You have kept me  

When feeling all alone. 

You have kept me 

When my heart seemed like stone.  

O,  Lord, You have kept me. 

 

You have kept me  

Because Your love is great. 

You have kept me  

With love that won’t abate.  

O, Lord, You have kept me. 

 

Gloria Wright 

 

 

 

THE THOUGHT OF GOD 

One thought I have, my ample creed 

So deep it is and broad; 

And equal to my every need— 

It is the thought of God.  

 

Each morn unfolds some fresh surprise 

I feast at life’s full board, 

And rising in my inner skies 

Shines forth the thought of God. 

At night my gladness is my prayer, 

I drop my daily load, 

And every care is pillowed there 

Upon the thought of God. 

 

I ask not far before to see, 

But take in trust my road, 

Life, death, and immortality 

Are in my thought of God.  

 

Be still the light upon my way, 

My pilgrim staff and rod, 

My rest by night, my strength by day, 

O blessed thought of God. 

Frederick I. Hosmer, 1880 

 

 

GOD’S VIEWPOINT 

God viewed His Son upon the tree 

For sinful man to bleed. 

Was it my sin, in vast degree? 

Jesus supplied my need! 

 

Such was God’s willingness, 

While sin left us in loss, 

The sin in the world—what a mess! 

His death, O, what a cost! 

 

The veil of the Temple then was rent, 

But God was not found there? 

There was a quake, and the rocks were rent! 

What in the world compares! 

 

So blinded—many could not see 

That Jesus was God’s Son. 

He carried the sin for you and me, 

What a gift for everyone! 

 

What forgiveness our loving Jesus gave, 

What a wonderful gift to give! 

For God so loved the world. He gave 

His Son, that we might live. 

 

Vicki Witmer 
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ON JUDE 

Open the Bible. Read from Jude. Taste some Manna: Heavenly food. 

Listen to what God’s telling thee. Look at your heart internally. 

 

I need to earnestly contend, And fight on faithful to the end, 

For faith once given to all men, And never let it slip again. 

 

For certain men crept in quite sly, And changed the Truth into a lie. 

Could this be you? Could this be me, that’s falling into Apostasy? 

 

Remember how the Lord destroyed The people that had once employed, 

Their faith, but turned away from God, Though He had saved them as they trod? 

 

The angels too who turned away, Are kept in chains till Judgment Day. 

As Sodom and Gomorrah too, Were burnt by fire when they were through. 

 

These men who crept in unaware, Despise dominion, they don’t care. 

Let us respect the powers ordained, Obey the rules when they’re explained. 

 

These men speak evil, and they shout, At things they know nothing about. 

Woe be unto these sinful men, Who love to run the way of sin. 

 

And on and on the story goes, Of sinful men and all their woes, 

Ungodly sins, ungodly deeds, Ungodly speeches grow like weeds. 

 

And all of this points to one thing, Selfish living in everything. 

Could it be you? Could it be me, Soon fall into Apostasy? 

 

So keep yourselves in Jesus Love, And look for mercy from above, 

And when someone is falling down, Pick them right up; turn them around. 

 

Our God will keep us on our feet, Present us all in Him complete. 

To God our Savior Only Wise, May songs of gratitude arise. 

 

Dominion Power and Majesty, Be to our God eternally, 

Till finally in Heaven above, We see His face and feel His Love. 

 

Reuben J. Shankster 
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FOUR SCORE YEARS 

My hands are gnarled and my hair is gray 

And I’m just eighty years old today. 

My friends are coming my hand to shake, 

My children are bringing a birthday cake. 

A candle for every year? —Ah no, 

A cake can hold but thirty or so. 

 

Yet I shall enjoy the thoughts they bring, 

The ties and socks, and the songs they sing. 

Eighty years have passed by since my birth, 

A right long time to be here on earth. 

I’m tired and I’ve had almost enough. 

Life hasn’t been easy—the road was rough. 

 

Yet I know as I wait Time’s knock on my door, 

I’d like to remain a year or two more, 

To see what becomes of my Billy and Bess, 

But the chances are slim that I may, I guess. 

With the back of my hand I brush a tear 

As I open a well-worn book that’s near. 

 

There I see on a page once turned down by my wife— 

“I come that you may have eternal life.” 

And then turning over a page or two—  

“I go to prepare a place for you.” 

Once more I turn and the lines now say—  

“For a thousand years are but a day.” 

 

Old Book, you’ve never been known to be wrong, 

And according to you, I’ve not lived very long. 

So I get out my pencil and soon it is clear 

Though I’ve spent eighty years on this earthly sphere, 

Though they’ve worn my body and stiffened my knee—  

Yet I’m but two hours old in eternity! 

 

So at last I know, though my frame is old, 

Though my eyes are dim and my hands are cold, 

Why it is that inside I’m still young and gay—  

It’s because I’m just starting on my way: 

A babe in the eyes of time to be, 

Just two hours old in Eternity! 

 
Author Unknown 
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BOWMAN — Marianne (Jamison)  
was born in Quinter, Kansas, on July 
16, 1935, to parents Ben and Iva 
(Garber) Jamison. She passed away 
peacefully and went to be with the Lord 
on March 7, 2018, at the age of 82. 

She grew up in Quinter, Kansas, 
and had a happy childhood on the fam-
ily farm. She confessed Jesus as her 
Savior and was baptized into the Old 
German Baptist Church on July 5, 
1953. She married Lloyd Bowman on 
September 29, 1954. In 1957, after 
living in Kansas a couple of years, they 
moved to Modesto, California. They 
were married for 63 years and blessed 
with 3 children. Mom was hospitable 
and enjoyed entertaining family and 
friends. She was an excellent cook and 
well known for her baking, especially 
her cinnamon rolls and donuts. She 
maintained a large vegetable garden 
which she shared freely with many. 
Mom was very gifted when it came to 
working with her hands. There were 
not many things needed that she could 
not make herself and she did it well! 

In September of 1998 Mom con-
tracted viral encephalitis from which 
she never fully recovered. Her loving 
husband faithfully cared for her until 
they moved to Valley Comfort Assisted 
Living in March of 2017. 

Mom is survived by her loving hus-
band, Lloyd; her 3 children and their 
spouses, Brenda and Steve Brubaker, 
Dan and Diane Bowman, and John 
and Kathy Bowman; 5 grandchildren 
and their spouses, Travis and Shanda 
Brubaker, Megan and Dusty Bals-
baugh, Kyra, Cosette and Claire Bow-
man; and 4 great-grandchildren, Isa-
belle, and Caleb Brubaker, and 
Brooke, and Luke Balsbaugh. Mom is 
also survived by her sisters, Freeda 
Beachler, Betty Lou Garber; and one 
brother, Larry and his wife Bonnie 
Jamison; a brother-in-law, Les Bow-
man; 2 sisters-in-law, Ruby Jamison, 
and Annie Bowman.  

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; brother, Carl Jamison; broth-
ers-in-law, Donald Beachler, Merlyn 
Garber, Levi Bowman, and sister-in-
law, Ruth Bowman. 

Her funeral service was held at the 
Modesto meetinghouse on March 12, 
conducted by Elders Mark Grover, 
Dale Bowman, and Dean Crawmer.  
Elder Mike Flora officiated at the buri-
al in Wood Colony Cemetery, Modesto. 

We commit the keeping of her soul 
to a loving Savior. 

The Family 
 
 

BAYER — Peggy Ann (Rohrer), our 
beloved mother and grandmother, 
answered her Master’s call and ex-
changed her earthly home for her 
heavenly one in the early morning 
hours on Wednesday, May 16, 2018, 
near Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, pass-
ing peacefully in her sleep, at 81 years 
of age. Mother had a stroke in Sep-
tember 2017, and had been in declin-
ing health since then. Mother was 
born on November 3, 1936, the sev-
enth of eleven children of the late Ber-
nard and Lottie (Bachtell) Rohrer.  

She grew up near Chewsville, Mar-
yland, living in a home built by her 
father. Over the years, she told us  
of many pleasant, interesting memo-
ries of her childhood there. Mom at-
tended Chewsville Elementary  
School, and graduated from Hager-
stown High School in 1955. She mar-
ried Paul Dennis Bayer on April 20, 
1956, and they were baptized together 
in August 1959. They enjoyed 44 years 
of marriage, until Dad’s passing on 
February 8, 2000. Mother worshipped 
with the Antietam congregation for 
many years, and truly missed the 
preaching services and fellowship 
when declining health prevented her 
from attending.  

Mother enjoyed the simple pleas-
ures of life and home and had a car-

OBITUARIES 

Obituaries 



26 The Testimony 

ing, thoughtful spirit.  
She truly put the needs of others 

before her own. She was busy as a 
young mother raising five children,  
all close in age, and we children were 
blessed to have a mother like her. We 
will miss her comforting words and 
godly example.  

Mother is survived by her five chil-
dren, Susan Jamison and husband 
Allen,  Shirley Bayer,  Diane  
Mohler, son-in-law Randy Mohler, Ja-
net Hess and husband Darrell, Vernon 
B a y e r  a n d  w i f e  M e l i n d a ;  
14 grandchildren, and 17 great-
grandchildren. She is also survived by 
one sister Vivian Weagley; 4 sisters-in-
law, Nora Boone, Frances King, Julia 
Hess, and Esther Bayer; 2 brothers-in-
law, Daniel Bayer, and Kenneth Bayer.  

In addition to her husband, preced-
ing her in death are 2 great-
grandchildren, Lena Clawson and  
Andrew Wagoner; 5 sisters, Doris Chil-
ton, Genevieve Rhodes, Thelma Cline, 
Evelyn Draper, Nancy Ridenour; 4 
brothers, Joseph Rohrer, Lee Rohrer, 
Ernest Rohrer, and Nevin Rohrer; one 
sister-in-law, Elizabeth Bayer; 4 broth-
ers-in-law, John Bayer, Harlan Bayer, 
Samuel Bayer, and Joe Bayer.  

The Family  
 
 

GARBER — Mildred Ann 

(Brubaker) (Moore) was born August 
30, 1924, to Benjamin and Anna 
(Cover) Brubaker at Modesto, Califor-
nia. She passed from this life to eter-
nity on June 20, 2018, at the age of 93 
years, 9 months and 20 days. 

 Mother was the eldest of three chil-
dren. She enjoyed her childhood years 
in the Wood Colony area. She had 
many happy memories, growing up 
around family and church cousins and 
attending Ransom School. 

  On September 8, 1940, she accept-
ed her Savior and was baptized, be-
coming a member of the Old German 
Baptist Brethren Church, in which 
she remained faithful. As of 2009, her 
membership was held in the New Con-
ference. 

  She was married to Edward L. 
Moore, son of Zebedee and Edna 
(Markey) Moore, on July 29, 1943, and 
to this union was born three children. 
Our parents provided a secure home 
with many pleasant memories of time 
spent together. In June of 1957, Dad-
dy and Mother became charter mem-
bers of the newly formed Tuolumne 
district, lending their support there 
for 22 years. They gave of themselves 
as they assisted as 4-H leaders in agri-
culture and Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
They made many friends and ac-
quaintances as they both enjoyed peo-
ple. As Daddy’s health declined, they 
felt the love and care of brethren and 
friends who helped and encouraged 
them. They enjoyed 36 years together 
until Daddy’s passing on August 28, 
1979. 

  On December 9, 1979, Mother 
was united in marriage to Merle Gar-
ber and was gracefully accepted into 
a new position with a family she had 
known and loved for many years. 
Merle and Mother enjoyed their 
many travels, including the Holy 
Land, Hawaii, and numerous trips to 
visit relatives. 

  In 1986 Mother was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s disease. With that 
came many trials which she met val-
iantly. We very rarely heard her com-
plain as she took each change step by 
step. When Merle was afflicted with 
dementia, they both requested and 
received the anointing, which was a 
comfort to them. In the fall of 2001, 

August, 2018 
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they moved to assisted living facilities. 
On June 2, 2002, Merle passed from 
this life, leaving her alone once again. 

  Mother spent some good years at 
Dale Commons Assisted Living facili-
ty, and as her health became more 
fragile she moved to Bethany Home 
in Ripon, where she resided the last 
ten years. Our family so appreciated 
the extraordinary care she received 
from willing, loving caregivers. Once 
again, her love of people endeared her 
to many. 

  Mother was known for her beauti-
ful alto voice as she sang at home, in 
the car, at church, or rocking her 
grandchildren. Her favorite song was 
“I will sing of the mercies of the Lord 
forever.” As she peacefully passed 
into eternity, we believe that she 
moved from faith to sight and prayer 
to praise. 

  Mother was preceded in death by 
her parents; parents-in-law; and step-
mother-in-law, Jane (Price-Duncanson 
Moore; also one brother, Hubert Bru-
baker; daughter-in-law, Doris (Shirk) 
Moore; grandsons, Benjamin and Mi-
chael Benedict; great-grandson, Tyler 
Moore; granddaughter-in-law, Eliza-
beth (Boone) Moore; and nephew, Da-
vid Brubaker. Also preceding her was 

step-daughter-in-law, Susie Garber 
and step-grandson, Brian Rumble. 

  Thankful for her example are her 
children, Hubert and Dorothy Moore, 

Kenneth and Berwyn Moore, and Mi-
na and Doug Benedict; stepchildren, 

Linda and Gary Thompson, Bonnie 
and Larry Jamison, Janet and Aaron 

Rumble, Lynn and Lori Garber, and 
Debra and Greg Austin; brother, John 

and Diane Brubaker; sister-in-law, 
Margaret Brubaker; 9 grandchildren; 
29 great-grandchildren; 20 step-

grandchildren;  36 step -great-
grandchildren; and many nieces, 

nephews and friends. 
  Funeral services were held on Tues-

day, June 26, 2018, at Modesto District 
by Elder John Fall and Richard Moore. 

A graveside service and burial followed 
at Wood Colony cemetery, conducted by 

Elder Norm Layman. 
  To each of you who has had a part in 

giving to our family, please know how 
much you have blessed us throughout 
the years. We praise God for your love 

and care, giving thanks to His Name. 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is 

the death of His saints.”  

The Family 
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