
…of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”  Psalm 19:7 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?  

Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.”  Psalm 85:6–7 
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CRY FOR REVIVAL 

Father in Heaven, Creator and Friend, 

We ask Thee this day Thy blessing to send. 

We plead for Thy mercy as upward we plod. 

We’re seeking Your path and following God. 

We petition Thy throne for, alas, we are weak. 

Thy face and Thy favor, Almighty, we seek. 

We need Your direction.  In this world we are found. 

Our eyes need to be opened to find higher ground. 

Our hearts are so grieved by the sin that we see 

Prevailing around us, and the people asleep. 

We mourn for the churches, backsliding in sin. 

Apostasy heightens.  Many things have come in. 

And Father, we know that the time is near spent, 

We know what will happen if we won’t repent. 

O shake us!  Awake us!  Lord, hasten the day 

That revival surrounds us, and we see Thy way. 

May our eyes all be opened! Wash away every stain. 

Deception be banished.  Thy path be made plain. 

O, Father, come near us.  Come bless us, we pray. 

Come near us and touch us, and show us your way. 

Reveal Thy will to us.  Impress on our heart 

The blackness of sin.  Oh let us depart! 

May we turn to the sunshine; be changed through and through. 

Our backs to that darkness,  Thy kingdom in view. 

We plead with Thee, Father, Oh now, do come in. 

Come lead us, come guide us. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Melina Flory  
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Editorial 

SEEING CHRIST 

After Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead, there were certain 
Greeks who came to worship at 
the feast and told Philip, “Sir, we 
would see Jesus” (John 12:21).  Do 
you have a desire to see Christ?  
Or, what is your vision of Him?  
Maybe you see Him differently 
than you did at some earlier time.  
Maybe you have never seen Him.  
Over the years, many people have 
seen Him, and He has appeared in 
different forms.  Some have seen 
Him in the flesh and some have 
seen Him in visions.  Others have 
painted pictures of Him as they 
think He might have looked.  Let’s 
take a look at how Christ has ap-
peared to mankind down through 
the ages. 

Even before Jesus came to dwell 
here in the flesh, I believe He ap-
peared to mankind several times.  
Usually He is referred to as the 
“Angel of the LORD.”  Some of 
those occasions are: One of the 
three visitors who visited Abra-
ham and Sarah in the plains of 
Mamre; the Angel who wrestled 
with Jacob; the Angel who visited 
Sampson’s parents; and the One 
who Nebuchadnezzar saw walking 
in the fiery furnace with the three 
Hebrew children.  In each of those 
occasions, He probably appeared 
in a different form. 

When Jesus lived here on earth, 
many people saw Him in His flesh-
ly body.  But what did He really 
look like at that time?  No one re-
ally knows.  There are old draw-
ings and paintings dating back to 
the first few centuries, but they 
are rather crude and probably not 

accurate.  Today there are good 
artists who try to portray what 
Christ looked like, but we really 
don’t know if they are a good fac-
simile or not.  The Bible gives us 
very little description of what Je-
sus physically looked like at that 
time.  But Isaiah 52 and 53 give us 
a good vision of how He looked at 
His crucifixion.  

Those living in Israel while 
Christ was here would have seen 
Him from various viewpoints.  
Some would have seen Him (or 
known Him) only as the carpen-
ter’s son.  To others, He was a 
teacher, or a healer, or friend.  
Some saw Him as a blasphemer.  
But, to those close to Him, they 
saw Him as “the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 

Peter, James, and John “were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty” when 
they “were with him in the holy 
mount” (II Pet. 1:16, 18).  John 
also tells us that they “beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.”  After His resurrec-
tion, He must have appeared in 
different forms, for Mark 16:12 
says, “…he appeared in another 
form unto two of them, as they 
walked, and went into the coun-
try.”  When Stephen rebuked the 
council before they stoned him, he 
saw Jesus “standing on the right 
hand of God.”  The best descrip-
tion of the glorified Christ is given 
to us by John while he was on the 
Isle of Patmos. 

Since Bible times, Christ has 
also appeared to many people.  
Frequently, this has been in a vi-
sion, while other times in the form 
of a man or angel.  To many of 

SEEING CHRIST 



4 The Testimony August, 2019 

General 

those who have seen Him, it has 
been a treasured and life-changing 
experience.  He may appear to us 
in times of trial or suffering to en-
courage us and assure us of His 
love and faithfulness.  How do you 
see Him?  Sometimes our vision of 
Him may be as our comforter, or 
intimate friend, or healer, or sav-
ior, or as Hebrews 2:9 tells us: 
“But we see Jesus…crowned with 
glory and honour…” 

At various seasons of the year, 
we probably envision Christ differ-
ently.  Around Christmastime we 
see Him as a babe lying in a man-
ger.  At Passover we see Him as a 
suffering and dying Savior who 
had “no form nor comeliness” and 
there was “no beauty that we 
should desire him.”  But three 
days later we see Him alive and in 
a resurrected body!  Then, forty 
days later we see Him ascending 

into the heavens to return to the 
Father.  All these are just what 
our “mind’s eye” sees or envisions 
Him as being. 

Soon we expect to see Him ap-
pear in the clouds of heaven and 
receive His ready bride.  Will we 
recognize Him?  How do you expect 
to see Him at that time?  We, who 
are ready, will see Him as He truly 
is—full of glory and all-powerful—
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS!  “Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is” (I John 3:2). 

Open my eyes, Lord, that I 
might see and understand who 
You truly are! 

Darryl Filbrun 

FRAILTY CLOTHES  

OMNIPOTENCE 

“He was crucified through 

weakness, yet he liveth by the 

power of God…”   (II Cor. 13:4). 

“When I am weak, then am I 

strong”  (II Cor. 12:10). 

“In nature we see that all the 

grandest forces are best ex-

pressed through the frailest me-

dia.  The awful energy known as 

electricity works most effectually 

through slender wires.  The 

mighty magnetic stream is re-

vealed in the trembling needle.  

Thought is not located in an or-

gan like a man’s fist, all bone and 

muscle:  its chosen seat is the del-

icate brain, and it best acts 

through fairy cells and attenuat-

ed films compared with which the 

gossamer is coarse.  Life does not 

reside in the massive skeleton but 

pulses along the silver cord of 

alarming delicacy. 

“This principle comes out su-

premely in Christianity—the cross 

is its last and highest expression.  

The aspect of frailty clothes om-

nipotence.  ‘He was crucified 

through weakness, yet he liveth 

by the power of God.’  In the mo-

ment of His utmost weakness, 

Christ had the consciousness of 

measureless power and the full 

assurance of victory.  ‘Thinkest 

thou that I cannot now pray to my 

Father, and He shall presently 
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give me more than twelve legions 

of angels?’  Let us more fully un-

derstand our Master’s greatness, 

and we shall share His confidence 

and peace. 

“The church of God is the thea-

ter of disappointment and failure.  

Nothing here seems to succeed.  

Workers are snatched away when 

most wanted; expensive undertak-

ings born in enthusiasm are bur-

ied with tears; missions starting 

in poetry die into prose; we are 

distressed on every side by delay 

and disaster.  There is more fail-

ure with us than anywhere else.  

We suffer more defeats than any 

army.  Our shipwrecks exceed 

those of the high seas.  There 

would be a panic on the Stock Ex-

change every day if our bankrupt-

cies were commercial.  And all 

this implies our glory. 

“The sense of failure is acutest 

where the aim is highest, and the 

catalog of defeats suggests the 

grandeur of the enterprise.  

Think of the enemies we chal-

lenge:  our vast ambition, our im-

mense field of action, the difficult 

elements in which we work, and 

no wonder that we know most of 

the sense of failure and feel fail-

ure most keenly. 

“But our failures are infinite 

successes, our defeats—victories, 

our martyrs—conquerors; we 

faint only to prevail, we die to 

live in resurrection power and 

beauty.  He who is the same yes-

terday, today, and forever, 

knows all this.  It is His own pro-

gram, and He is not disheart-

ened.”  – W. L. Watkinson 

 

By failure and defeat made wise, 

We come to know, at length, 

What strength within our weakness lies, 

What weakness in our strength. 

 

What inward peace is born of strife; 

What power of being spent; 

What wings unto our upward life 

Is noble discontent. 

 

O Lord, we need Thy shaming look 

That burns all low desire; 

The discipline of Thy rebuke 

Shall be refining fire! 

      Frederic Lucian Hosner 

 

“Our Lord died an apparent fail-

ure, discredited by the leaders of 

established religion, rejected by 

society, and forsaken by His 

friends.  The man who ordered 

Him to the cross was the success-

ful statesman whose hand the am-

bitious hack politician kissed.  It 

took the resurrection to demon-

strate how gloriously Christ had 

triumphed and how tragically the 

governor had failed.” – A. W. Tozer 

 

(From Royal Insignia by E. & L. 

Harvey; used by permission, Har-

vey Christian Publishers Inc. 

www.harveycp.com) 

Selected by 

Curt Wagoner 
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THIS MINISTRY WE 

SHARE 

If you trace your family tree, you 

may go back to the eighteenth, four-

teenth or even the eleventh century.  

It is rare to find records beyond this.  

In Western Europe our ancestors 

were living in the dark ages.  They 

may have been part of the persecuted 

church, but likely were barbarians or 

part of an apostate church.    Many 

records of the persecuted church 

were destroyed by the apostate 

church intent on re-writing history.1 

It is probable that some strain of 

the DNA that makes us who we are 

is from murderous, pillaging savag-

es that roamed in tribes over West-

ern Europe.  So by what virtue can 

we rejoice in the “goodly heritage” 

that we might claim today?  God in 

His foreknowledge  knew the heart 

of man.  He revealed it to us in the 

wilderness.  With the new cove-

nant, He provided three safeguards 

to bring His wandering children 

back to abide in Him.  First, He 

sent His Son to redeems us.  Next, 

He gave His Spirit to indwell us.  

Finally, He assigned to His children  

the ministry of reconciliation to re-

claim us.  “And all things are of 

God, who hath reconciled us to him-

self by Jesus Christ, and hath given 

to us the ministry of reconcilia-

tion” (II Cor. 5:18).  This is the min-

istry we share. 

This ministry became ours at our 

conversion when God added us to 

His church.  We  were then recon-

ciled to His believing family of 

which He is head.  He gave us the 

means to walk in this reconciliation 

in the eighteenth chapter of 

Mathew.  Because we have been 

reconciled in Him, the Holy Spirit 

prompts us to reconcile others.  We 

do this first by being a church that 

is a city set on a hill and an exam-

ple of the believers.  We then make 

ourselves ready to give an answer 

of the hope that lies within—to our 

families, our brethren, our neigh-

bors and in the workplace.  Beyond 

this we are to be salt and light as 

we engage in daily activities.  If this 

fails to generate an interest in the 

Lord Jesus it would be well to ex-

amine ourselves to see if the salt 

has lost its “saltiness.”  This recon-

ciling work is like that given by Je-

sus to His disciples gathered in Je-

rusalem when He told them, “But 

ye shall receive power, after that 

the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 

and ye shall be witnesses unto me 

both in Jerusalem, in all Judaea, 

and in Samaria, and unto the utter-

most part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

The command to witness in Samar-

ia instructs us that our witness 

should not be limited to those in our 

communities who are like us. 

Praise God that this ministry was 

to extend to “the uttermost part of 

the earth.”  Monks left the comfort 

of their monasteries and started 

traveling west with the Gospel.  Al-

so, in the fifth century the boy Pat-

rick was captured by pirates from 

his comfortable home in England 

and taken as a slave to Ireland.  

After his conversion he was moved 

by the Spirit to carry the Gospel 

back to this country.  Undoubtedly 

God used some of these efforts to 

bring our relatives to Christ.2  Even 
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though done incompletely and often 

with questionable doctrine some 

men planted, others watered but 

God gave the increase. 

Leading to the church divide of 

1881, our brethren had concerns 

about the direction the church was 

taking.  In general, their concern 

was about the church assimilating 

with the world and the dilution of its 

witness.  One area of concern was 

man-honoring mission boards.  They 

believed outreach and reconciliation 

were the responsibility of the church, 

as long as it conformed to the Gospel 

model.  Some sixteen years after this 

divide, articles began appearing in 

our brethren’s publications suggest-

ing the great commission was a lim-

ited command to the Apostles and 

that efforts to evangelize those who 

had rejected this first century minis-

try would not succeed.3  These writ-

ings cooled passion for outreach for 

years that followed.  As the Holy 

Spirit will always do when we veer 

from the Father’s will, He began 

guiding us back to this passion of His 

heart. We are amazed at how the 

Lord is restoring this reconciling 

work among us.   

The call to a reconciling work 

begins in the heart of God’s serv-

ants that have ears to hear.  We 

see this in the response of some of 

our ministering brethren who 

have been training pastors in 

Southeast Asia.  Even prior to 

this, some have been quietly shar-

ing Christ in China.  We are 

aware of a number of church-

plants in the United States and 

elsewhere where the primary ob-

jective is being a city set on a hill.  

The desire is to attract the un-

churched and seekers as they 

strengthen their new congrega-

tions.  We have sat in services in 

Nicaragua, Haiti, and Nigeria 

with our brethren or like-minded 

Anabaptists who are modeling and 

presenting the uncompromising 

Gospel of Christ.  In other settings 

our brethren are working to trans-

late the Scriptures for those who 

have never had them in their lan-

guage.  Still others are partnering 

with other groups in billboard 

ministry and humanitarian relief.  

We readily admit that some of 

these efforts are limited and per-

haps even flawed.  Yet our ques-

tion is, are they God-ordained and 

bearing good fruit? 

As we have cited, our distant 

ancestors were likely sometimes 

introduced to the Gospel even 

when it was adulterated.  In Chi-

na there are scores of people that 

can trace their faith to Hudson 

Taylor’s work in the mid-1800s.  

Many whose faith-roots are trace-

able to this ministry have given 

their lives for Christ.4 In Nigeria, 

the Church of the Brethren (EYN) 

estimates that hundreds of thou-

sands identify with them and 

trace their faith to the work of 

Brethren missionaries in the 

1920s.   In the last ten years many 

of these have been martyred as 

radical Islamic terrorists have at-

tempted to establish a caliphate in 

the area. Their leaders have re-

quested that our brethren teach 

their teachers. 

We would cite one specific exam-

ple of the reconciling work of the 

THIS MINISTRY WE SHARE 
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Holy Spirit working through His  

servants.  An estimated two weeks 

before Boko Haram attacked her 

school, fifteen year-old Leah Shari-

bu listened as an evangelical pas-

tor counseled her class to follow 

Christ, regardless of the cost.   In 

February of 2018 as they heard the 

gunshots of the advancing terror-

ists, her classmates yelled at her to 

run.  Leah was trying to carry a 

young girl that was sick and 

lagged behind.  Her Christian 

classmates clasped hands and es-

caped, as did the young girl she 

was helping.  Leah and one hun-

dred nine of her Muslim friends 

were captured.   Five of them died 

during the trip to the terrorist 

camp.  The other children were 

released.  Leah was kept as “a 

slave for life” because she refused 

to deny Christ, wear the hijab, and 

recite the Kalima Shahada 

(Islamic profession of faith).  Be-

fore her classmates were released 

Leah was able to hand one of them 

a note to give her mother, Rebecca.  

It read, “My mother you should not 

be disturbed.  I know it is not easy 

missing me, but I want to assure 

you that I am fine where I am…I 

am confident that one day I shall 

see your face again.  If not here, 

then at the bosom of our Lord Je-

sus Christ.” 5 

I recently sat in a meeting in 

Nigeria as one of our brethren 

taught on “defenseless living.”  His 

audience included men who will be 

leaders among Nigerian Chris-

tians.  Some had witnessed their 

loved ones slaughtered while they 

or others in their family looked on.  

In another meeting in a mud house 

a Nigerian lay-minister was teach-

ing about thirty men and women of 

God’s plan for the home and family.  

The motivation for this meeting 

was about applying biblical princi-

ples in saving and using money.  

There are over two thousand five 

hundred souls in these groups 

around Jos, Nigeria.  Some are not 

Christians—yet.  Along with our 

Lord, I believe our 1881 brethren 

would be pleased with the fruit 

these efforts are bearing. 

The ministry of reconciliation 

simply takes a willing heart.  It is 

the ministry that we share.  This 

work is near to the heart of Christ 

and will be central to all of His 

disciples.  Mothers at home nur-

turing godly children are involved 

in this work.  Fathers providing 

for their families in businesses 

that model righteous dealings are 

involved.  All those that lift up the 

hands that hang down are in-

volved.  Some among us are called 

to go to the uttermost parts of the 

earth.  All can support this work 

with our prayers and resources.  

May we work until Jesus comes! 

Stanley Boyd 

 

 

August, 2019 
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     1870–1954, Paper submitted for the Sixth Brethren World Assembly, August, 2018. 

4. Hudson Taylor, Wikipedia (Legacy), edited May 2019. 

5. http/www.churchinchains/Leah Shuribu, 5/14/19. 
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 IMMERSION 

We first considered, as a title for 

this meditation, “Immersion Bap-

tism.” However, that would be a 

redundancy—repetitious. The 

Greek word “baptizo” is properly 

translated to English, “to whelm, 

or overwhelm, to immerse, or to 

dip repeatedly as a cloth in a dye.” 

Greek “baptism” and English 

“immersion” are one and the same. 

The Greek word “βαπτω” trans-

posed to English as “bapto” may be 

translated “to wash, to whelm, i.e. 

cover wholly with a fluid; dip.”  

Various dictionaries give slightly 

differing meanings to the same 

word but most that we have con-

sulted will support this definition. 

Some will add that the dipping is 

to occur repeatedly “as in dying a 

cloth.” One definition included “to 

submerge.” Modern dictionaries 

sometimes pass over the element 

of immersion and embrace any rite 

of admission to a Christian 

church. 

Upon commissioning a commit-

tee of forty-some men to revise the 

Bible, King James I of England 

(1566–1625) gave the committee 

fifteen guidelines1 to follow. Rules 

#1 and #3 pertain to the transla-

tion of the word for baptism. 

Rule #1 was, “The ordinary Bi-

ble read in the Church, commonly 

called the Bishops Bible, to be fol-

lowed, and as little altered as the 

Truth of the original will permit.”2  

Therefore, in an eleven page fine-

print apology, the committee de-

tailed the reasons for their proce-

dure and why they took the course 

they did in revising the text of the 

Bishops Bible. Buried in this long 

and tedious explanation is the fol-

lowing statement on baptism and 

washing. It is reproduced here in 

the original spelling of the day: 

“Lastly, wee haue on the one side 

auoided the scrupulositie of the 

Puritanes, who leaue [depart 

from] the olde Ecclesiasticall 

words, and betake them to other, 

as when they put washing for Bap-

tisme, and Congregation instead of 

Church: as also on the other side 

we have shunned the obscuritie of 

the Papists…[referring to the lat-

est Papist Bible translation of the 

day] that of purpose to darken the 

sence, that since they must needs 

translate the Bible, yet by the lan-

guage thereof, it may bee kept 

from being understood.”3  

From this we see that the com-

mittee recognized that the Greek 

word “bapto” means to wash and 

that the Puritans used this Eng-

lish rendering rather than the An-

glicized Greek rendering “baptize.” 

However, King James I instructed 

the committee for the 1611 King 

James Version to retain certain 

“old ecclesiastical Words.” 

Rule #3 states “The old Ecclesi-

astical Words to be kept, viz. the 

IMMERSION 
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Word Church not to be translated 

Congregation, &c.”4 

In retaining the “old Ecclesiasti-

cal words” the revisionists bowed 

to the then current practice of in-

fant baptism by sprinkling. Read-

ers of the King James Bible were 

and are left to interpret the word 

“baptize” according to their own 

bias. In practice, the later-coming 

Schwarzenau or German Baptist 

Brethren of 1708 (also known as 

the Täufer, a German word which 

means “Immersers”) interpreted 

the word baptism as immersion—a 

German word and a more accurate 

rendering of the Greek.5 “Baptize” 

was interpreted by the Puritans as 

“washing,” by the Anabaptists as 

“pouring,” and by the infant bap-

tizers as “sprinkling.” But the 

Schwarzenau Brethren were more 

faithful to the Greek in the use of 

“immersion.” 

Herein is a great danger preva-

lent even today—that a word 

should mean whatever men agree 

it shall mean. It has been so with 

baptism; it is so today with the 

word “marriage.” The marriage 

relationship, at first understood to 

be a union between man and wom-

an, over the millennia has 

changed from “as long as both 

shall live” to “as long as love shall 

last,” to whatever—and to whom-

ever. Of late the high court of this 

nation has redefined this once sa-

cred relationship as now being 

between man and man or woman 

and woman. Beware when men 

agree that a word shall mean 

whatever men agree that it shall 

mean. 

Early church history records 

that the initiatory rite of the 

church was immersion. It was not 

until about the end of the second 

century A.D. that the word, 

“immersion” was redefined as 

“sprinkling.” The reason for the 

change was that ancient theologi-

ans came to interpret baptism as 

an agency of salvation even for the 

unrepentant. Later the word be-

came known as a sacrament6 in-

stead of an outward manifestation 

and testimony of repentance and a 

changed life. “Baptism,” by this 

interpretation, was no longer a 

testimony to repentance unto re-

mission of sins to be followed by a 

holy life. If man was born in sin, 

and if baptism is defined as a sav-

ing grace (in and of itself), it fol-

lowed, by men’s reasoning, that 

the sooner a person was baptized 

the sooner that soul was “saved” 

even as an infant. Hence, infant 

baptism came into use in order to 

“save” a soul before death could 

intervene. Since it was inconven-

ient to immerse infants, sprinkling 

was substituted. The next step in 

man’s reasoning was that if sprin-

kling could save an infant, it sure-

ly could save an adult. Lost in this 

reasoning was the necessity for an 
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adult conscious choice—in short 

adult believers’ (immersion) bap-

tism. One of the great strengths of 

the Schwarzenau Brethren in 

1708 was a John Baptist confes-

sion of faith coupled with immer-

sion as practiced by the Christian 

church of the first century. In the 

following verses we can see the 

biblical basis for immersion. 

John (The Immerser) in his 

preaching baptized, whelmed, cov-

ered wholly, dipped in water “unto 

repentance for the remission of 

sins.” This immersion was to de-

clare and authenticate the change 

which was occurring within the 

repentant. Matthew 3:11 says, “I 

indeed baptize (immerse) you with 

water unto repentance: but he 

that cometh after me is mightier 

than I, whose shoes I am not wor-

thy to bear: he shall baptize 

(immerse) you with the Holy 

Ghost, and with fire…” Holy Ghost 

baptism is not just a sprinkling or 

pouring. It is a total immersion. 

The same is recorded by all four 

Gospel writers (Mark 1:4; Luke 

3:3, 16; John 1:2). Thus we have 

testimony of all four Gospel writ-

ers saying that John came preach-

ing repentance unto remission of 

sins. John’s baptism was at Jor-

don, with much water—a fitting 

place to immerse, to submerge, to 

dip. Sin was the condition. Repent-

ance the need. Dipping or immer-

sion the original method. Let us 

look to other places in Scripture 

where the word “βαπτω” is used. 

 In Luke 16:24 the same word is 

used and means again to whelm, 

immerse, dip. “And he cried and 

said, Father Abraham, have mercy 

on me, and send Lazarus, that he 

may dip (βάπτω, submerge) the tip 

of his finger in water, and cool my 

tongue; for I am tormented in this 

flame.” We shall see below that if 

“moisten” were intended a differ-

ent word would have been used. 

In John 13:26 we find the intent 

to submerge a morsel (bread) in a 

fluid (a broth). “Jesus answered, 

He it is, to whom I shall give a 

sop, when I have dipped (βάπτω, 

submerged) it. And when he had 

dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas 

Iscariot, the son of Simon.”  

In the Revelation 19:13 we read, 

“And he was clothed with a ves-

ture dipped (βάπτω, submerged) in 

blood: and his name is called The 

Word of God.”  The intent, of 

course, was not to sprinkle, pour, 

or moisten the vesture of the 

Lamb. The vesture, in the Greek, 

is “immersed” in the blood of Je-

sus. 

Washing is mentioned on sever-

al occasions in the New Testa-

ment. The ceremonial washing by 

the Jews under the Law is ren-

dered in almost every case “nipto” 

which is to wash ceremonially es-

pecially the hands and the feet. 

There is one notable exception to 

IMMERSION 
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Jewish ceremonial washing 

(“nipto”), and that is found in 

Luke 7:38, where the woman 

washed the feet of Jesus. “And 

[she] stood at his feet behind him 

weeping, and began to wash 

[“brecho”] his feet with tears, and 

did wipe them with the hairs of 

her head, and kissed his feet, and 

anointed them with the oint-

ment.” Here a word is used mean-

ing to “moisten,” not “nipto” and 

not “immerse.”  

In summary, there should be no 

confusion as to the meaning of the 

Greek word to baptize. Translated 

to English it means to immerse, to 

dip, to submerge. The rich man in 

Luke 16:24 desired relief from a 

finger tip immersed in water. Je-

sus passed a sop to Judas after 

immersing a morsel of bread in a 

broth. Jewish washing was cere-

monial and ritual. It was not im-

mersion. The sinful woman with 

the alabaster box of ointment did 

not immerse Jesus’ feet in her 

tears. She moistened them only. 

The rite of baptism should be 

deferred until an age of accounta-

bility which for one may be youth 

and for another may be old age. I 

would further suggest that adher-

ence to the meaning of the Greek 

text and the earliest practice of 

the church will require immersion 

in sufficient water, and then only 

accompanied by repentance and a 

changed life. The meaning of 

“baptism” is “immersion” and one 

who has not been immersed has 

not been baptized (in my view) 

according to scriptural instruction. 

I would further submit that one 

who is not of sufficient age to un-

derstand his or her sinful condi-

tion and cannot repent is not a 

candidate for “baptism” by any 

mode. 

Marcus Miller 

 

 

1. “The Holy Bible, 1611 Edition, King James Version”; Hendrickson Publishers, Inc; Sec-

ond Printing, August 2005; Bibliographical Introduction, page 39. 

2. The King James Bible of 1611 is a revision of the Bishops Bible. It was not intended to 

be an exhaustive translation from Hebrew and Greek. 

3. “The Holy Bible, 1611 Edition, King James Version”; Hendrickson Publishers, Inc; Sec-

ond Printing, August 2005; “The Translators to the Reader,” Page 11 (Pages unnumbered), 

middle of the page. 

4. Greek “ekklesia” is best translated “assembly” but is rendered everywhere in the KJV as 

“church” except in Acts 19 where the assembly is obviously not the church but an unruly 

confusion.  

5. It should be noted that the German Baptist Brethren did not use the King James Ver-

sion of the Bible until they made a language switch from German to English about 1840 to 

1860. They used Martin Luther’s German Bible for their first century and a half. 

6. A common definition of Sacrament is “An outward sign of an inward grace, instituted by 

Christ for our sanctification.” One traditional doctrine (R.C.) alleges that Christ did not detail 

the mode by which the sacrament is to be carried out. They hold that the church has authority 

to define how the sacrament is to be practiced—which in most cases is by sprinkling. 
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WHERE IS THE  

CENTRALITY OF YOUR 

LOVE? 

From the beginning of time it 
was the design of God that man 
would have a love that revolved 
around His being.  He created 

man in His image and gave him a 
mind by which educated choices 

could be made.  God saw that it 

was good after He created women, 
another physical being much like 
Adam which Adam could love and 
communicate with.  In the crea-

tion of Eve, God formed the second 
most important law known to 
mankind.  God had a desire for 
man to love Him with all his mind, 

soul, and strength and to love his 
wife as himself.   

Adam lived in obedience to the 
perfect will of God for a time, but 
there came a day when a choice 
was made.  The first choice Adam 
made was to leave his wife alone 
in the garden for some time.  Not 
necessarily physically alone, but 
spiritually. I just have to wonder 

how quickly the natural tendency 
of the flesh began to work in Ad-
am, and he began talking more 
about all the wonderful tangible 
things around them instead of 
worshipping the God that created 
it all.  We don’t really know how it 
was, but what we do know is that 
Eve was deceived and Adam was 
not there to stand firm as the 
leader of truth.  They both knew 
the truth for God talked with 
them in the garden.  Adam knew 
that if they partook of the forbid-
den fruit that they would surely 
die.  It seems as we read in Gene-
sis that Adam would have been 

physically present at the time Eve 
was deceived, but he did nothing 
to stop the act that would distance 
them from God forever.  Was he 
not paying attention or did he 
simply want to see how Eve han-
dled the serpent and what would 
happen if she did eat the fruit? We 
simply don’t know…  

The second choice that Adam 
had to make was the choice to par-
take as Eve had.  Not much is rec-
orded about the first sin of man-
kind, so we have to use our imagi-
nation to wonder what Adam’s 
thought process may have been.  
What we do know is that the Bible 
says that Eve was deceived, but 
Adam just partook.  Because Ad-
am knew what God had said about 
that fruit his choice was to have 
an uncompromised love for God 
and His Word, or follow his wife 
because of the tangible connection 
he had with her.  If Adam’s 
thoughts run anything like ours, 
he may have thought, “Well, now 
it’s too late for Eve, I should have 
said something sooner, but I was-

n’t really paying attention, and 
now she’s going to die. If she dies 
I’ll be here all alone again, and I 
know I don’t want that. I guess if I 
eat the fruit; we will both die to-
gether, and I won’t have to be 
alone. Besides she has already 
eaten and she is still alive so it 
can’t be that bad.”  Maybe Adam 
thought nothing close to that, but 
the idea we want to glean from the 
fall of man is the fact that man 
chose a greater love for the tem-
poral than he had for God and His 
Word which is eternal.  For the 
sake of a temporal love or desire 
Adam chose to sin.  We know the 
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curse that was to follow. We expe-
rience it yet today. But Adam was 
maybe a bit ignorant, or at least 
lacking in comprehension of the 
consequence of his sin.  He didn’t 
know what death looked like nor 
did he know what weeds and dis-
ease were like because he had not 
seen either of them.  Is it possible 
for us to be blinded to the conse-

quences of choosing to love the 
temporal instead of the eternal? In 
the flesh it is, but in the Spirit it is 
not. We know what death looks 
like now as far as our physical 
bodies are concerned, but do we 
think about the consequence of 
unfruitfulness?  God desires that 
those of us who are under the 

blood of Christ today bear much 
fruit for His Kingdom.  He will 
also purge the unfruitful and cast 
away the bad fruit.  Jesus says in 
the, Sermon on the Mount, “Ye 
shall know them by their fruits.” 

When we ponder the fruit that 

comes from each of our decisions 

in life, let us look again at Adam 

and Eve in the garden.  Before we 

choose to partake or engage our-

selves in some activity, may we 

consider not only the appearance 

of the activity, but whether or not 

it’s forbidden by God in some form.  

Also consider what fruit will be 

produced from our engagement in 

the activity.  In the garden Eve 

knew that the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil was 

forbidden by God, but the serpent 

came along and made it sound as 

if God was withholding something 

good from her.  God knew that it 

was not in man’s best interest to 

know good and evil, and He defi-

nitely knew that for man to be “as 

gods” would result in disastrous 

fruit.  Despite what God had told 

them they partook of the forbidden 

fruit. Why?  Because after the ser-

pent’s beguiling, the tree changed 

in their minds from something 

repulsive to something good for 

food, pleasant to the eyes, and to 

be desired to make one wise.  

Their change in thought, however, 

did not change the fact that it was 

forbidden.  This is the power of 

Satan’s temptation.  If he can 

simply make it look and sound 

good and as if we are missing out 

if we don’t have it, and we do not 

allow the Holy Spirit’s discerning 

power to work, then he will en-

snare us.  Does this sound like our 

modern world of advertising to-

day?  Our world is now filled with 

enticements, many of which look 

good for our consumption, but 

what is the root?  Almost all ad-

vertisements feed on man’s covet-

ousness, pride, and selfishness.  

All of these are forbidden by God, 

but the product presented looks 

good for food, pleasant to the eyes, 

and to be desired to make one 

wise.  Material temptations are all 

around us and by our power we 

cannot overcome them.  The na-

ture of Adam is in us to succumb 

to Satan’s temptation; we have no 

choice in the flesh.  God saw our 

inability and He sent a Deliverer.  

Why did He send a Deliverer?  

Was it because He saw that man 

was destined to hell?  That was a 

significant part of the Redeemer, 

but the ultimate reason was the 

restoration of relationship be-

August, 2019 
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tween God and man for the glory 

of God.  You see, when man is 

tempted and makes a choice 

against God’s will, Satan is glori-

fied and not God. It’s that serious.  

God saw this and was grieved. So 

through Jesus Christ, He sent a 

way for us to overcome the temp-

tation of the forbidden fruit and 

bring Him glory in doing so. 

Earlier on we said that before 

we partake or engage ourselves in 

some activity, let’s consider not 

only the appearance of it, but 

whether or not the root of the ob-

ject is forbidden by God, and what 

fruit will be produced by our en-

gagement.  I would like to think of 

some specific enticements of our 

day of which I see myself and each 

of us inevitably forced to face. If 

Satan can get us to only look at 

the surface of the temptations he 

will win because many of them do 

not look bad on the surface.  If we 

are going to survive in our fast-

changing world we must look be-

yond the surface.  If Adam and 

Eve had looked beyond the surface 

of the enticement they would not 

have sinned.  The things we see 

around and within us such as the 

unrestrained use of technology, 

the engagement of social media, 

materialism, entertainment, and 

many more may seem justifiable 

and acceptable on the surface.  

They may very well be useful tools 

for us in our day. But the surface, 

as we all know, is only the begin-

ning.  We must dig beyond the 

surface of our fast-changing cul-

ture if we are going to remain 

faithful to the Kingdom of God.  

The technologies that come with 

the internet are very useful tools 

in our business world today, but 

for personal entertainment it can 

be a tremendous detriment.  It is 

time that we admit the problem 

and come together as soldiers of 

the cross to stand for truth before 

it is so muddied by the deception 

that surges through different me-

dia sites.  The creators of many of 

the social media sites are seeing 

the tremendous negative impact 

that they are having on our society 

and don’t know what to do about 

it.  Are we as Christians so blind-

ed that we can’t recognize such a 

blatant problem?  I’m not saying 

we just run far, far away from all 

forms of technology. There are 

many subtle dangers, however, 

and if we fail to dive below the 

surface to find the root, and look 

into eternity to see the fruit, we 

will succumb to the vortex that 

Satan wants us in.  We must stop 

trying to cover it up and make ex-

cuses; even the world sees the so-

cial breakdown that is happening. 

We must not be so foolish as to 

run blindly toward the end of the 

sidewalk.  Do we love God and His 

Kingdom enough to dedicate time 

in prayer before diving into some 

new thing the world throws our 

way?  Where is our passion?  

WHERE IS THE CENTRALITY OF YOUR LOVE? 

God desires that those 

of us who are under 

the blood of Christ to-

day bear much fruit 

for His Kingdom.  
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Where is the centrality of our 

love? Is it upon the Kingdom of 

God?  I have to admit that my 

passion often shifts from where it 

should be.  That is why we need 

each other. Sincere accountability 

is imperative.  When we feel a 

passion for something we must 

always remember that the pur-

suit of any passion is only sancti-

fied when that passion is focused 

on what I can give through its 

pursuit, not what I can gain.  If 

there is no gain to the Kingdom of 

God should I pursue such a pas-

sion?  This test needs to pass all 

our activities, business, entertain-

ment, etc.  When speaking of pas-

sion I mean an ardent zeal, or 

eager desire; the thing that 

makes you excited.  Whatever 

consumes our mind the most is 

our passion.  Is the fruit of our 

passion gain to God’s Kingdom?  

What about thirty years from 

now? Will the course that your 

passion is upon still be producing 

fruit for the Kingdom then?  The 

fruit of my passion will reveal 

where my love is truly centered.  

Is my love so centered on God 

that my passion and desire for 

Him cannot be hid?  I personally 

need reminded daily of this. We 

must die daily.  Adam chose a 

greater love for the temporal. He 

loved his own curiosity more than 

God and His commandments. Is 

the centrality of our love truly 

upon our risen Lord?  

Forrest Shellabarger 

 

 

LETTER TO A FRIEND  

Dear young friend, 

Recently, you texted that you 

were struggling with doubt, and I 

wanted to reply.  Doubt isn’t un-

common at all. We all (if we are 

honest) have had our times of 

doubting.  It seems to be a condi-

tion of being human.  The ques-

tion then, is not if we will experi-

ence thoughts and emotions con-

cerning doubt, but rather, when 

believers experience doubt, what 

can we do with those thoughts 

and emotions? 

When my doubts begin to grow 

in some area, I choose to think 

about all that I have seen and 

experienced, and about what the 

Word of God says.  We either be-

lieve there is a God—or we do not 

believe.  If we believe there is a 

God, we either believe He is good 

or that He is not. 

If there is no God—(could I re-

ally believe that?) Did everything 

I see and experience simply hap-

pen by accident?  Did random 

neutrons and electron and pro-

tons come together to make at-

oms, which then came together to 

make every living and non-living 

thing in the universe?  I cannot 

believe that.  My mind will not 

accept so much coincidence, and 

so I choose to believe that there is 

a God who created all things with 

order and purpose. All that I 

know and have experienced 

agrees with this, and with the 

Bible. 

If, then, there is a God, is He 

good?  It is often hard to believe 
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so with all the evil that surrounds 

us.  However, all of us recognize 

the presence of evil.  Evil, by defi-

nition, is the absence of good, just 

as darkness is the absence of light.  

My mind tells me that if evil ex-

ists, so also must good exist. I 

choose to believe that good exists, 

and that God is the source of all 

good. God is good.  

Who, then, is God?  There are 

many religions, many gods. And 

there are many false claims, and 

many promises of happiness from 

so many directions. I have chosen 

to accept God, who is Good, and 

who created a universe and who 

gave His human creations the 

ability to choose Good or evil.  The 

Bible speaks clearly of just such a 

God:  one who is Good, who is the 

Creator, who gave men the power 

to choose Good or evil.  The Bible 

goes further and makes the claim 

that this Good God also sent an 

antidote for those creatures who 

choose evil:  He sent His Son Je-

sus. 

The words I read in the Bible 

give meaning and purpose to what 

I observe around me.  Much (so 

very much) I do not understand.  

But this I do know.  If I choose to 

believe that there is a Creator God 

who is Good, then I can trust Him 

absolutely. And all that is in the 

Bible, and all that I have experi-

enced in life, gives me further as-

surance of this. 

Yes, this involves much 

“choosing to believe,” which is 

called faith.  As I choose faith 

(over both fear and doubt), I must 

also choose obedience to the Good 

Creator God.  And, yes, faith and 

obedience are both incredibly diffi-

cult sometimes. 

If I am wrong, and there is no 

God, or if God is not Good, life los-

es all meaning and feels hopeless. 

However, I lose nothing by choos-

ing to believe. True inner peace 

and joy come only through faith 

and obedience to our God. 

If I am correct, and the Bible 

and history are true, and there is 

a Good Creator God, then I am                                                                                                

• Cherished… 

• Loved beyond anything I can 

think or imagine… 

• Longed for… 

• Valued… 

• Respected… 

• Part of our Good God’s Eternal 

plan…                                                                                                                        

This is true for you as well, my 

friend.  I believe our Good God 

created you with and for purpose.  

I believe you are cherished by Him 

and highly valued.  Choose faith, 

friend, over the doubt-thoughts 

that sometimes come.  

With love and prayers,                                                                                                       

Your friend, Sara Peters 

P.S.  To be clear, I do not (nor do 

you) have even the power to 

“choose to believe” on my own.  

Only that Good God who is the 

Creator of my entire body, includ-

ing my mind, is able to give me the 

will and power to “choose to be-

lieve” in Him. 

Sara Peters 
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ASK GOD 

James 1:5 — If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

James specifically says to ask God—not friends, family, so-

cial media, ourselves, culture—for wisdom.  As much as we 

need community, it still can’t provide everything needed in a 

crisis.  No amount of insight from others will ever provide the 

fullness of wisdom needed for life. 

Graciously, God offers everything we need without re-

proach or hesitation, though we have done nothing to de-

serve it.  And what does He require in return?  Simply a pos-

ture of humility and faith, one that doesn’t doubt that God 

will provide.  Doubt not only implies the passive act of ques-

tioning God and uncertainty of His promise for us, it also in-

cludes an active state of judgment that God is incapable or 

unwilling to provide. 

James mentions that the one who doubts is “unstable in all 

he does.”  Instability, at its core, is perspective lost.  We and 

our children must realize that the moment we sever connec-

tion with God by doubting Him is the moment we lose per-

spective and any wisdom to navigate trials.  We cannot accept 

what God freely gives when there are parts of ourselves (our 

trust and belief) that we withhold from Him. 

The hardest choice we’ll ever face is a posture of surrender to 

God when our circumstances seem to be screaming that He’s 

not trustworthy or good.  But praying “not my will, but Yours 

be done” in the face of grief, loss, and suffering will incompre-

hensibly yield joy, wisdom, and stability immeasurable. 

(Excerpt from devotional: 

Trials – Discipling Your Kids through Tough Times) 

Selected by 
Ellen Baker 
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HEBREWS 10:14 

I am a saint. I am no longer a sinner. God is doing a work in me, 

little though I be. He has died for me, one time, and accepted me 

into the beloved. He has forgiven the mistakes and sins of my past; 

I do not need to crucify Christ again in my life each day. Though I 

am just a tiny, immature, growing part of a much larger whole, 

my tininess or immaturity does not make me any less a part. Old-

er members of His body may, in theory, be more sanctified than I. 

However, they also started small and grew. They also battled every 

day against temptations: pride and selfishness and laziness and 

greed. As I must learn, they also learned: to control their temper, 

to guard their lips, to fight off thoughts of wrong. As I fail, they 

also failed and do fail; yet neither of us is less accepted for our 

failures, which all must be forgiven, be we great or small. 

Though I am accepted, I also realize this in no way excuses my 

mistakes. I am required, nay, compelled, to grow and flourish, to 

live each day better than the last, to prove my life a worthy wit-

ness for the name of Christ and His precious blood which I profess to 

claim. “Sanctified” is not an end, but rather a continuance and fur-

ther growing in, the grace of Christ. A good work once begun 

must be completed. So progresses the work of Christ in us. First He 

washes us, then He begins to call us higher, deeper, to smooth our 

form where it is rough, to polish what is smooth. It matters not the 

stage of work, or my progress rate compared to yours, but rather 

the evidence of work, and willingness to be smoothed. 

And so I, an uncut in the rough, must do my little part, grow a little 

fruit, and be a saint. Just as you, a venerable diamond of a jewel, 

must also do your part, and spread your many branches 

with their load of fruit. And who is to say which does the most 

good? If not for another diamond long ago, you would never be, and 

if not for you, there might be no me. 

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 

sanctified.” 

Janell Mohler  

 
 

HEBREWS 10:14 
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Quote 

“God blesses us all up to the full measure and extremity of what it is 

safe for Him to do.  If you do not get a blessing, it is because it is not 

safe for you to have one.  If our heavenly Father were to let your un-

humbled spirit win a victory in His holy war, you would pilfer the 

crown for yourself, and meeting with a fresh enemy you would fall a 

victim, so that you are kept low for your own safety.” —C. H. Spurgeon 

Meditations 

In life, things which are not explicitly forbidden are not necessarily permitted. 

Don’t desire what the world has. The world needs what you have. 

Self Examination doesn’t start at 4:30 on Love Feast evening. 

If Satan knocks at your heart’s door, let Jesus answer. 

Choose a destiny, but willingly accept the way. 

Don’t be uppity about your humility. 

Never apologize for honest work. 

God bless us special. 

Questions to Ponder 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

One of the great sins found among 
God’s people is the forgetting of 
God Himself. God said to them: 
“Can a maid forget her ornaments, 
or a bride her attire? Yet my peo-
ple have forgotten me days with-
out number” (Jer. 2:32).  
Questions:  
1. What does God mean by this 
complaint to Jeremiah? 
2. Is it actually possible for us to 
forget God? How could we? 
3. Is God speaking here of a loss of 
memory? 
4. In what way does God want to 
be remembered? 
5. If I fail to pray when my day 
begins, am I forgetting God? 

6. If my greatest desire is to know 
what my friends think, am I 
forgetting God? 
7. If I am more “people conscious” 
than “God conscious,” am I forget-
ting God? 
8. Is my worship with God’s People 
mostly a social interaction, and 
listening to others pray and sing? 
If so, am I forgetting God? 
9. If my eyes are willing to observe 
unholy things without shock and a 
turning away, am I forgetting God? 
10. Is pride and self-centeredness 
a forgetting of God? 
11. If my life is a continual reaction 
to people, am I forgetting God? 
12. What steps of return shall I take? 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

May 13, 2019; Bear Creek, OH 
 Gavin Bowman 
June 9, 2019; Morning Star, OH 
 Ivan Mohler 
June 14, 2019; Shiloh, OH 
 Jackson Crist 
June 16, 2019; Fair Haven, KS 
 Caden Fisher and  Josie Wray 
June 22, 2019; Bear Creek, OH 
 Evelyn Etter 
June 25, 2019; Stillwater, OH 
 Grant Boone  
June 27, 2019; Shenandoah, VA 
 Will Austin 
July 1, 2019; Dallas, OR 
 Evan Kuns 

 

MEMBERS RECEIVED 

May 19, 2019; Fall Creek, IN 
 Blake and Elissa Dias 

 

HARVEST MEETINGS 

Aug. 4, 2019 ....................... Maple Grove, OH 
Aug. 11, 2019 ..... Covington, Sugar Grove, OH 
Aug. 25, 2019 ........................................ Salem, OH 
Sept. 8, 2019 ........................... Stillwater, OH 
Sept. 15, 2019....................... Bear Creek, OH 
Nov. 28, 2019 ................. Pleasant View, OH 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Aug. 31, 2019 ......................... Providence, IN 

           (at the Pyrmont Church of Brethren) 

Sept. 14, 2019 ................Clearwater, IN and  

 Scottville, MI together in Indiana 

Sept. 14, 2019 ........ Mountain View, ID and  

 Mission Valley, MT together in Idaho 

Sept. 28, 2019 ............. Covenant Valley, VA 

Sept. 28, 2019 ................ Pleasant View, OH 

Oct. 12, 2019 .................................. Zillah, WA 

Oct. 12, 2019 ...................... Lower Twin, OH 

Oct. 19, 2019 ................................. Bethel, OH 

Oct. 19, 2019 .................... Kidron Valley, KS 

Oct. 19, 2019 ..................... Maple Grove, OH 

Oct. 26, 2019 .......................... Stillwater, OH 

Oct. 26, 2019 ............... Western Kansas, KS 

Nov. 2, 2019 ................ Columbia River, WA 

Nov. 2, 2019 ....................... Shenandoah, VA 

Nov. 9, 2019 ........................... Covington, OH 

Feb. 15, 2020 ........................ Pine Grove, FL 

Feb. 22, 2020 .................. West Modesto, CA 

Feb. 29, 2020 ............. West Manchester, IN 

Poems 

ALL THINGS ARE THINE 

All things are Thine, no gift have we, Lord of all gifts, to offer Thee, 

And hence with grateful hearts today, Thine own before Thy feet we lay. 

 

Thy will was in the builders’ thought; Thy hand unseen amidst us wrought; 

Through mortal motive, scheme and plan, Thy wise eternal purpose ran. 

 

In weakness and in want we call on Thee for whom the heavens are small; 

Thy glory is Thy children’s good, Thy joy Thy tender Fatherhood. 

 

O Father, deign these walls to bless; fill with Thy love their emptiness; 

And let their door a gateway be to lead us from ourselves to Thee. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 
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DO YE NOT DISCERN THIS TIME?  

“When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; and 

so it is. And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat; and it cometh to 

pass. Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but  

how is it that ye do not discern this time?”  (Luke 12:54–56)  

“When…ye say, It will be fair weather…and…It will be foul weather,  

…can ye not discern the signs of the times?”  (Matt. 16:2–3)  

 

Were I apt to discern in these days which we live,  

How exceedingly perilous, they;  

Were I prone to observe how the evil abounds,  

I, along with my Lord, then would say—  

 

“O ye hypocrite, seer and surveyor of sky,  

Hath thy climatic passions perceived,  

How the winds and the clouds are but trivial things;  

And your sign-seeking minds are deceived?  

 

“Turn your gaze to the foes who eternity bar,  

And that strive to divert and defeat;  

Not the blast of the wind, nor the burst of the rain,  

Neither fair weather, foul, nor the heat.”  

 

In that we live, by the words of my Lord,  

I’m reminded again and again;  

How He prays and He pleads, how He woos and He waits,  

While He’s patiently calling to men.  

 

So, my friend, have you heard, as your gaze circles ’round,  

How your eyes and your feet you must turn,  

From the perilous paths and the gluttonous goals?  

For this time is His time; 0, discern!  

 

Note: This poem may be sung to the tune, “Where We’ll  

Never Grow Old, “ by using the following as a chorus: 

 

Chorus:  

Help us to see, O Lord we plea,  

In this dark evil time when we live;  

Foes are arrayed, we need Thy aid;  

Discernment to us, Lord, do give.  

Curt Wagoner 
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A GODLY FAMILY 

The world around is changing fast, to keep it’s pace we will not last. 

Yet we are called to be involved with family till the world’s dissolved. 

A mother’s love is very strong; sticks with a child like a song, 

Yet many dads will leave their child to go and live a life that’s wild. 

Yet when a father takes his place, and shows his children love and grace, 

This child is blessed and will abound, when he his Father’s love has found. 

So fathers, nurture those you love, and point them to the God above, 

Teach them, and love them; point the way, and nurture them. Begin today. 

Ask of your Father, He will give, and seek Him first and you will live, 

Go knock upon His door with prayers, and He will show you that He cares. 

The times are changing very fast. the time to serve is almost past. 

The little children soon will face more troubles as they run life’s race. 

This world’s children do not know, so we to them the way must show, 

And as they see and understand, we now must take them by the hand. 

Must point to them a better way; teach them what Jesus has to say, 

Must show them how life should be lived, And give to them what we’ve been “gived.” 

So we must worry not about the plans we make, and weep and shout, 

For God Himself is in our heart, and we can trust Him, He’s so smart. 

As arrows placed within the hand, by Jesus’ string; go where He planned, 

Yet first before the flight takes place, they must be shaped with love and grace. 

The rod of grace, the rod of love, is used to point your child above. 

If you neglect to discipline, your nerves will soon grow very thin. 

The tone of voice, look on your face, will show your anger or your grace, 

The words you speak mean so much less, than what your tone and face express. 

But most important, teach their heart, your time and love to them impart. 

Anger and hatred, bitterness, when left alone will bring distress, 

As selfish traits melt in the storm, the arrow soon begins to form. 

The things you have your children taught, are so much less than what they’ve caught, 

But if you would your children reach, you still to them the way must teach. 

You must not rest, though things look good, and everything goes as it should. 

You must continue on in prayer, and show them that you really care. 

And if your children went astray, and left the straight and narrow way, 

Pray unto God Who reigns above, and show them still you care and love. 

A godly home, a wondrous sight, an ever bright and shining light, 

A godly home, to all the world, a banner bright for God unfurled. 

Reuben J. Shankster 

 

POEMS 
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BLIND BARTIMAEUS 
 

He sat by the wayside, disallowed,  
Blind Bartimaeus, son of defilement,  

“Have mercy! Have mercy! Have mercy, now!”  
 

For Jesus passed by. 
 

“0 Jesus, Son of David  
Have mercy on me!  

Have mercy, have mercy, have mercy now!” 
 

And Jesus stood still and called unto him  
“What would you have me do?”  

He, casting self-sufficiency aside, unto Jesus he flew. 
 

“Wonderful teacher, Rabboni!  
That I might receive my sight!  
I cannot see, I am defiled.  

I have naught but thee, no light.” 
 

“Go thy way,” Lord Jesus said, “thy faith hath made thee whole.”  
Immediately, receiving sight,  

Bartimaeus had a choice.  
To go his way, to follow Jesus,  

Toward Jesus made him rejoice. 
 

Let the guilty, empty, hungry, tempted, naked, blind, hardened,  
Be of good cheer and be glad.  

For He calls them to be pardoned, to be supplied, filled, 
succored, clothed.  

To gain sight and hearts to soften,  
For Jesus passes by. 

I  the LORD have called thee in righteousness and will hold thine hand,  
and will keep thee…  

To open the blind eyes… 
 

Gloria Wright 
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LAVY — Delmar Ray, son of Or-
ville and Opal (Metzger) Lavy was 
born June 4, 1937, in Laura, Ohio. 
He passed peacefully from his 
earthly body, to be with his Father 
in Heaven on May 15, 2019. He 
was surrounded by his beloved 
wife, and some of his children and 
grandchildren, as he made the last 
part of his life’s journey. The Spir-
it of God was present as his family 
cheered him on with God’s Word 
and prayer, the final change being 
when Mother read aloud to him 
one of his favorite Bible passages,  
Revelation 22:17, 20–21 “And the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely. He 
which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen.” It seemed 
that those words were helping 
usher him into Glory. Those of us 
who were privileged to be with 
him when he departed felt that we 
witnessed a beautiful scene of the 
peaceful passing of a saint, which 
was his prayer to the Father. “…
the day of death [is better] than 
the day of one’s birth” (Eccl. 7:1). 

At the tender age of 12, Daddy 
lost his Mother, which left a great 
impact on his life. He had a heart 
of care and concern for the hurting. 

Daddy answered the call of the 
Holy Spirit and was baptized into 
Jesus Christ on September 22, 
1957, and became a member of the 
Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church. 

On June 21, 1958, he was unit-
ed in holy matrimony to Marjorie 

Evelyn Garber, daughter of Em-
mert and Mary Garber. They were 
blessed with over sixty years of a 
loving, Christian marriage, enjoy-
ing their sixtieth wedding anniver-
sary visiting the Butchart Gar-
dens, which he proclaimed was a 
foretaste of heaven. God’s favor 
and joy came with the birth of two 
sons and three daughters. 

Dad and Mother made their 
first home in Modesto, California, 
working for her parents at Garber 
Poultry Breeding Farms. Later on, 
they moved to Ohio for a few 
years, but California drew them 
back. They spent several years 
living on a peach ranch raising 
their children. Dad enjoyed being 
in the orchards, seeing the fruit of 
his labor. In 1988, they followed 
their children to Washington, 
where they farmed hay for the 
next thirty years.  Dad, Mother, 
and son David with his family 
worked together in hay farming.  
Dad continued to care for the land 
after David’s passing. Dad enjoyed 
the outdoors; hunting in his 
younger years, and camping, and 
fishing. We hold many fond memo-
ries of him fly fishing in the beau-
tiful mountains. Dad and Mother 
would take short trips to the 
mountains where they felt close to 
God, conveniently finding a fishing 
hole, too.  Dad loved people, espe-
cially children. Many neighbors 
and friends have commented on 
how they appreciated their visits 
with him as he went for his daily 
coffee, always willing to share his 
love for Jesus. 

As Dad learned the news of his 
diagnosis, he had a desire to be 
healed, if God saw fit to grant him 

Obituaries 
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more time with his companion. 
Also, he received the anointing, 
which gave him much comfort. He 
responded with patience, often 
commenting “This is right where 
God wants me to be.” As we cared 
for him the last several months, 
we were blessed by his experiences 
of God’s Kingdom and the devotion 
he had for truth, the testimony of 
our Savior’s Love. Even as Dad 
was too weak to speak loudly, he 
was heard very clearly in the 
night, praising God, saying “Jesus 
Christ is our only Saviour.  Amen 
and Amen, and Amen.” 

He is survived by his loving 
companion Marjorie; son Bradley 
and Molly; daughter Dana and 
Paul Bauman; daughter Michelle 
and Curtis Brubaker; daughter-in-
law Susan and Daniel Sink; and 
daughter Mary and Andrew 
Reavis; grandchildren, Heidi and 
Dustin Riley, Douglas and Lanta 
Lavy, Mandy and Chad King, 
Marcy and Winston Pegg, Kelly 
and Craig Deaton, Quincy Lavy, 
Bethany and Jonathan Callaway, 
Clement and Laurie Bauman, 
Caleb Bauman, Carrie and James  
Callaway, Joni and Adam Knaus, 
Jesse Bauman, Jacob Bauman, 
Katrina Bauman, Lamoine Bru-
baker, Cassie and Bode Scott, 
John and Chelsea Brubaker, Ja-
son Brubaker, Crystal Brubaker, 
Dustin Lavy, David Lavy, Mari-
anne Sink, John Sink, Felicity, 
Mattie, Adaleise, and Quinnlan 
Reavis; 21 great-grandchildren,  a 
brother-in-law, John and Evelyn  
Sarver; brother, Dean Alan Lavy; 
a stepbrother, Dean and Becky 
Jones; and a sister-in-law, Betty 
Lou Garber.  

Waiting to meet him in glory 
were his parents and stepmother, 
Edna (Jones) Lavy; a grandson, 
Nathan David Lavy; a son, David 

Delmar Lavy; a brother-in-law, 
Merlyn Garber; a sister Alberta 
Sarver; and stepbrother, Gary 
Jones.  

Dad shared with and deeply de-
sired that his children and grand-
children would live “to the praise 
of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ. In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye be-
lieved, ye were sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise, Which is 
the earnest of our inheritance un-
til the redemption of the pur-
chased possession, unto the praise 
of his glory.” 

The Family 
  
 

 
93, daughter of Fred and Queen 
(Allen) Allbaugh, was born Febru-
ary 2, 1926, at her parents’ home 
in Carroll County, Indiana.  On 
the morning of June 10, 2019, she 
peacefully passed from time to 
eternity. 
 She attended Carroll County 
schools and graduated from Delphi 
High School in 1944. 
 On December 11, 1948, she mar-
ried Ralph D. Wise at her parents’ 
home and they enjoyed almost 60 
years together until his passing on 
September 1, 2008.   Carmen con-
tinued to live on the family farm 
until November 2016 when she 
went to reside at Milner Commu-
nity Health Care, Rossville, Indi-
ana.  There she was tenderly and 
lovingly cared for until her pass-
ing. 
 Carmen accepted Jesus as her 
Savior and was baptized in her 
youth.  At the time of her death 
she was a member of the Cutler 
Ridge New Conference Old Ger-

August, 2019 
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man Baptist Brethren Church.  
Mother exemplified the Gospel 
daily with her unconditional love 
and unconditional forgiveness. 
 Carmen’s servant heart was a 
blessing to her husband as they 
worked together on the family 
farm. They were blessed with 
three children.  A daughter, Nor-
ma and Levi Huffman survive.  
Two sons preceded her in death: 
Daniel Lee died as an infant in 
1952, and Don R. in 2003. 
 Carmen is also survived by a 

daughter-in-law, Michelle Wise; 

six grandchildren: Aaron and Rob-

erta Huffman, Sherilyn and Jim 

Hawbaker, Gabriel Wise, Zachary 

and Robyn Wise, Elisabeth Wise, 

and Ethan Wise; eleven great-

grandchildren: Darci, Layne, and 

Cortney Huffman; Brendan, Jor-

dan, Cheyenne, Truman, and Hol-

lyn Hawbaker; Nolan and August 

Wise, and Michelle Wise.  Also 

surviving is one sister, June and 

Charles Clem, and several nieces 

and nephews to whom she was 

their beloved Aunt Carmen. 

She was also preceded in death 

by her parents; one brother, 

George and Dorothy Allbaugh; and 

two sisters, Freda and Basil Eller, 

and Lois and Ancil Maxwell; 

brother-in-law, Robert and Mary 

Wise, and sister-in-law, Helen and 

Robert Shively.   
 David Benedict and Darrell 
Boyd conducted Mother’s funeral 
service on June 16, 2019, at the 
Cutler Ridge meeting house.  Buri-
al was in the Maple Lawn Ceme-
tery, Flora, Indiana. Brian Skiles 
had the graveside service which 
concluded with the song, “Beyond 
the Sunset.” 
 Mother’s quiet spirit and loving 
manner endeared her to many.  
She uncomplainingly and patient-
ly accepted whatever God allowed 
in her life and left those of us who 
loved her a beautiful testimony of 
walking with Jesus.  We rejoice in 
God’s promise of eternity with 
Him as we wait until He calls us 
all home.  

The Family 
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