
…of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”  Psalm 19:7 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

He’s helping me now this moment, 
  Though I may not see it or hear, 

Perhaps by a friend far distant, 
  Perhaps by a stranger near, 

Perhaps by a spoken message, 
  Perhaps by the printed Word; 

In ways that I know and know not 
  I have the help of the Lord. 

He’s keeping me now—this moment, 
  However I need it most 
Perhaps by a single angel, 

  Perhaps by a mighty host, 
Perhaps by the chain that frets me, 

  Or the walls that shut me in; 
In ways that I know and know not, 
  He keeps me from harm and sin. 

He’s guiding me now—this moment, 
  In pathways easy or hard, 

Perhaps by a door wide open, 
  Perhaps by a door fast barred. 

Perhaps by a joy withholden, 
  Perhaps by a gladness given; 

In ways that I know and know not, 
  He’s leading me up to heaven. 

He’s using me now—this moment, 
  And whether I go or stand, 

Perhaps by a plan accomplished, 
  Perhaps when He stays my hand, 

Perhaps by a word in season, 
  Perhaps by a silent prayer; 

In ways that I know and know not, 
  His labor of love I share. 

Selected by 

Hazel Boone

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will                   

not we fear, though the earth be removed…”   Psalm 46:1–2 
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“And the multi-

tude of them 

that believed 

were of one 

heart and of one 

soul…” Acts 4:32 

 

“And in those 

days…there 

arose a murmur-

ing…”    Acts 6:1 
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Editorial 

TRIALS OF AN INFANT 
CHURCH 

The budding Christian church 
in Jerusalem consisted of eleven 
Apostles and a number of disciples, 
both men and women. After the 
Holy Spirit rested upon them, they 
became Christ’s witness to all peo-
ples, to bear His message to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. 
These were the new church. 

According to the Book of the 
Acts, these followers very soon 
encountered difficulties. They 
preached with power, performed 
miracles of healing, established a 
community in order to care for the 
needy, and distributed bread daily 
from house to house. But they met 
with difficulties both from without 
and from within. 

Their very existence posed a 
threat to the religious leaders of 
the day. Because they attracted 
thousands of converts from among 
the Jews, the Sanhedrin Council 
was at a loss to know how to deal 
with this new threat to the status 
quo. The leaders wrung their 
hands and said, “What shall we do 
to these men? for that indeed a 
notable miracle hath been done by 
them is manifest to all them that 
dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot 
deny it. But that it spread no fur-
ther among the people, let us 
straitly threaten them, that they 
speak henceforth to no man in this 
name.” 

So, when “…believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multi-
tudes both of men and women…” 
the officers were filled with indig-
nation and cast the Apostles into 
prison. This move was frustrated, 
though, when an angel opened the 

prison and set them free. So, the 
council repeatedly and earnestly 
threatened them not to preach in 
the name of Jesus anymore. But 
the disciples continued, repeatedly 
reminding them of the Jesus 
whom they had slain and hanged 
on a tree.  The council was divid-
ed. While the greater part desired 
to slay all of this new sect, one of 
their number, Gamaliel by name, 
advised caution and a wait-and-
see approach. Finally, the leaders 
saw no course but to stone one of 
their number, Stephen, to death. 

We treasure a godly heritage all 
the way back to that Jerusalem 
church and we value the legacy 
passed to us by faithful brethren 
throughout ages. While the San-
hedrin Council tried to destroy the 
church from without, Ananias and 
Sapphira proved unfaithful from 
within their number. There even 
arose “…no small dissension and 
disputation…” from parties in the 
church—those who insisted new 
converts must embrace the Law of 
Moses. The church experienced 
trials from its very beginning. 

Taking a more positive ap-
proach, though, it can be said that 
the church is ever new. With new 
and different adversaries come 
new measures of grace. With 
changing attacks by the enemy 
come new responses by the Holy 
Spirit. New trials bring new mer-
cies. New relationships bring new 
measures of love. New compassion 
brings new peace. New experience 
brings new wisdom. New blessings 
bring new thanksgivings. 

Trials and blessings. It has al-
ways been so. 

Marcus Miller 

TRIALS OF AN INFANT CHURCH 
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CASP 2012–2019 

Our CASP (Conservative Ana-

baptist Service Program) has been 

active for seven years. We have 

completed seven pilot projects 

starting in the Pisgah National 

Forest, North Carolina, and end-

ing in Hutchinson, Kansas. Many 

young men and adults have partic-

ipated in the month-long program, 

serving the forest service, low in-

come people, disaster relief and 

state park services. Extra activi-

ties have included rest home sing-

ing, soup kitchen and food prepa-

ration service, funeral attendance, 

Bible distribution and Christian 

witnessing. The young men have 

built tourist paths, home construc-

tion and remodel projects, park 

service maintenance, disaster 

cleanup and many other types of 

service duty activities. Weather 

conditions have been from cold 

snow to humid heat.   

The main goal of this service 

program is to prepare our young 

men of CO age to serve our coun-

try in a way that the Master has 

taught, serving others. We will not 

take life, nor participate in a com-

batant position in the military or 

its related services. Several times 

we have had older brethren visit 

during a CASP project and give 

testimony of their CO work and 

experiences. These evenings were 

highly valued and an inspiration 

to all. “The days of our years are 

threescore years and ten; and if by 

reason of strength they be four-

score years, yet is their strength 

labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut 

off, and we fly away.” The post 

WW II generation of CO men are 

fast becoming extinct. Let’s re-

spect their service and continue 

our non-resistant stand in a 

changing world. 

As we continue this program, 

we want to encourage the parents 

of our CO-age brethren to smooth 

the way for them to serve. The 

way must be engaged early on, not 

just a month or two before the pro-

gram comes into effect. Please talk 

in your home and encourage your 

sons to see the value in this ser-

vice. The young men are volun-

teering for one month of unpaid 

labor. They are going to live close, 

eat and worship together and 

serve the community which they 

are in. Their lives will have a 

great influence on those they 

meet. Many times, it’s the actions 

of deeds without words that make 

the greatest impact.  

As I consider this program from 

my personal conviction and experi-

ence, I wish to share my heart 

with our fellowship. We have come 

through some difficult times and 

our Father has brought us thus 

far. The Holy Spirit that has guid-

ed us is fully able to lead us 

through all the tomorrows of life. 

In watching these young men in-

teract, they have created a lifelong 

General 
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bond that they will value and re-

tain forever. We need this bond of 

brotherhood as much now, as any 

time before. Satan is working 

overtime to draw us away and 

lead us in a path of individualism. 

We have a tremendous witness 

through our fellowship. Let’s not 

allow the light of Christ to become 

weak through our indifference.  

Forty-plus years have passed 

from the Vietnam era until the 

current CO program was begun. 

Forty years of lost service work. 

Forty years of lost time, with a 

possible contribution to the church 

disunity of years past. Forty years 

that peace and safety were pro-

moted. Scripture calls us to be-

ware for sudden destruction can 

come. Our world is changing faster 

than we can comprehend. The po-

litical systems of today are valuing 

sin over righteousness, falsehood 

over truth, and man’s unnatural 

desires over the bond of marriage. 

Let us never be afraid to proclaim 

the Truth. We wish to encourage 

any CO age brother to participate 

in a CASP project. Likewise, to 

couples and singles, the time spent 

together will forever be a blessing 

in your life. Talk to any who have 

participated and listen to their 

testimony. May our hearts be open 

to this service and work. “And ye 

shall seek me, and find me, when 

ye shall search for me with all 

your heart.” 

Brenton Wise 

 

 

THE CROSS 

An Autobiography 

I was designed as an instrument 

of death. My purpose was to cause 

horrendous death accompanied by 

excruciating pain. I may have 

been the most cruel method of tor-

ture and death ever devised by 

man. Sometimes those crucified on 

my beams have endured unbeara-

ble pain, near suffocation, and rag-

ing thirst for days. My victims 

knew that death would be their 

only relief. I had been used as a 

gruesome agent of punishment for 

several hundred years by the time 

the Roman Empire began its ex-

pansion of control over the popu-

lace of the Mediterranean area. 

The Romans began to use me as 

an example, and as a deterrent to 

any who might consider challeng-

ing their authority. By then I was 

known as an experience to be 

avoided by all and at any cost. I 

had become familiar with the reac-

tions of those unfortunates who 

were brought to me for crucifixion. 

From experience I knew to expect 

cursings, violent strugglings, ha-

tred, and even pleas to just have a 

spear thrust through and be killed 

instantly. 

 

Then one day I experienced 

something strange and unex-

pected. I was taken just outside 

Jerusalem, and a man—scourged 

and disfigured beyond any I had 

experienced—was brought to me 

by an angry and noisy mob. 

THE CROSS—AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
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 I immediately sensed there was 

something different and unique 

about this man. His reaction to me 

was not what I always received 

and expected. He did not resist 

those who laid Him on my beams, 

nor did He struggle or curse as His 

hands and feet were pierced by the 

nails. As He was hanging with His 

arms outstretched, I soon noticed 

that His concern seemed to be only 

for those looking on and for a cou-

ple of criminals who were hanging 

beside Him. This reaction was cer-

tainly unexpected. The few words 

He uttered were largely expres-

sions of love and forgiveness for 

those within His view. Certain 

individuals mockingly reviled Him 

by shouting that He save Himself 

and come down from the cross. I 

have never forgotten the chill I felt 

with the sudden suspicion that He 

actually had that power. I clearly 

remember a fearful shudder cours-

ing through me as I realized He 

was the one actually in control of 

this entire experience. This was 

certainly confirmed when, by His 

simple statement “It is finished,” 

He determined the timing of His 

death. Throughout my centuries of 

crucifixions it was I who took life, 

but it was obvious this man gave 

His. I was especially aware that it 

was not necessary to break His 

legs to hasten death. The resulting 

darkness and earthquake were 

unquestionably further confirma-

tion of the uniqueness of this man. 

I confess to a profound feeling of 

relief when He was taken down 

from my beams. 

I was still shaken by this experi-

ence when a few days later I be-

gan to hear rumors that a man, 

recently crucified and buried, had 

supposedly escaped the tomb and 

been seen walking and visiting 

with His friends. I was not at all 

surprised upon learning His name 

was Jesus of Nazareth, as I re-

membered that was the title 

placed over me at the crucifixion of 

that strange man. This man 

should not be among the living. 

After several centuries of crucifix-

ion experience, I could certainly 

recognize death, and when this 

man was taken down from my 

beams that day outside Jerusalem 

He was lifeless. This did nothing 

to settle my uneasiness. 

 

Now, twenty centuries later, I 

still find it incomprehensible that 

this one crucifixion would define 

so drastic a change in my exist-

ence. From that time forward my 

identification has been interwoven 

together with those who have cho-

sen to live their lives in remem-

brance of this man. A few of His 

friends began to routinely assem-

ble in His memory and discuss 

lessons He had shared with them. 

I was not surprised to hear they 

had an intense interest in the role 

I had in His death. But, contrary 

to my expectation, they did not 

consider me an adversary or object 
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of hatred. Instead, within a few 

generations they seemed to desire 

that I become an integral symbol 

of the new belief system they were 

establishing, identifying them-

selves as Christians. I would have 

assumed that, rather than a cross, 

they would have adopted as a sym-

bol of this new religion something 

more synonymous with life and 

hope. Perhaps an image of the 

stone which was rolled back from 

this Jesus’ tomb would have 

seemed a more desirable symbol of 

their new way of life. I expected 

this movement to be only tempo-

rary, fading as this small, original 

group of His followers passed 

away. I was wrong. As succeeding 

generations appeared and adopted 

this man’s teachings they even 

more earnestly incorporated me 

into their worship. My simple and 

easily recognizable form became 

their means to identify with this 

new way of living. My image ap-

peared on various articles in their 

homes and on their person. I was 

quite surprised the first time I 

saw my image occupying a promi-

nent position inside a house of 

worship, but soon colorful stained 

images of my shape began appear-

ing on windows and doors of these 

edifices.  Remarkably, in a few 

centuries, even nations began us-

ing my form as a means to honor 

and remember their own. It is pos-

sible to stroll through acre after 

acre and row upon row of white 

crosses marking the burial places 

of their fallen military. Today, 

around the globe, my form has 

become an icon for those of the 

Christian Faith. My unique form 

can be seen soaring high above the 

roof of thousands of their meeting 

places. 

But nothing so profoundly af-

fected me as when they began to 

respect and honor the cross as a 

routine part of their song service. 

It had become apparent that sing-

ing was an important component 

of this new Christian experience. 

It seemed that joining their voices 

together in song was a true ex-

pression of their heart, and I am 

still overwhelmed when hearing 

those great hymns of worship and 

appreciation for just an old rugged 

cross. 

 

At the cross, at the cross where I 

first saw the light, 

And the burden of my heart rolled away, 

It was there by faith I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day! 

 

A slave to sin, my life was bound 

But all my chains fell to the ground 

When Jesus’ blood came flowing down 

Hallelujah for the cross 

 

Beneath the cross of Jesus 

I find a place to stand, 

And wonder at such mercy 

That calls me as I am 

 

   After all these centuries I must 

still confess a sense of amazement 

THE CROSS—AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
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at how my role has changed from 

an instrument of death into a 

source of life. I must credit one 

man, and one man only, that Je-

sus of Nazareth. Since that fateful 

day outside Jerusalem when this 

Jesus was nailed to my beams, His 

blood has continued to trickle from 

those nail prints still visible in my 

form, becoming an inexhaustible 

flood of crimson as it flows down to 

my foot. Through the years those 

who have come to be cleansed in 

that supply have experienced 

countless burdens of disappoint-

ment and discouragement trans-

formed into lives of peace and joy 

and even eternal life. That pre-

cious blood has truly been a won-

der-working power. 

   My role in these events has been 

a source of blessing, but something 

is starting to feel different. The 

years are adding up and events 

are changing faster and faster. I 

am beginning to feel a weariness 

in my beams. The last few years 

have left me with a troubling 

sense that after two thousand 

years His fountain of blood at my 

foot may be coming to a close. Just 

recently, in the still of the night, 

the chorus from one of the Chris-

tian’s favorite hymns came to 

mind: 

 

“So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

And exchange it some day for a 

crown.” 

I sense that day of exchanging me 

for a crown is drawing near. 

After submitting to paper the 

above thoughts I began feeling it 

to be an exercise in foolishness. 

Then I remembered a couple of 

comments made by one of the most 

fervent followers of this man, Jesus. 

I Corinthians 1:18—”For the preach-

ing of the cross is to them that perish 

foolishness; but unto us which are 

saved it is the power of God.” 

Galatians 6:14—”But God forbid 

that I should glory, save in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom the world is crucified unto 

me, and I unto the world.” 

     Just Musing, 

     Gary Lavy 

      

      

 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me, 

Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 

Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

Adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 

September, 2019 
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  MAINTAINING PLAIN  

ATTIRE 

It appears that non-conformity 

is being challenged in our present 

day.  Thus we would like to en-

courage our dear members to con-

sider it a blessing to maintain our 

plain attire.  We believe it not only 

exemplifies Christian piety and 

modesty, but also helps us keep 

from following the ever-changing 

fashions of the world.  We under-

stand the sensitive nature of this 

subject as there are various view-

points regarding our outward ap-

pearance.  However, let us consid-

er some Scriptures and thoughts 

that would support our non-

conformity of dress.  We would 

also like to state at this point that 

wearing plain clothing without a 

regenerate heart does nothing.  On 

the other hand, a regenerate heart 

seeking to please God will be ex-

pressed in simplicity of attire.  

Simple attire also reflects the 

meek and lowly heart of Jesus.   

Romans 12:2 instructs us to not 

be conformed to this world but to 

be transformed by the renewing of 

our mind.  Our outward appear-

ance then should certainly reflect 

the inward transformation.  Fur-

thermore, Hebrews 11:13–14 

speaks of people of faith being 

strangers and pilgrims on the 

earth.  How will a people adorn 

themselves when they are separat-

ed from this world while passing 

through?  Will we recognize they 

are separate?  Or will they just 

blend in with the surrounding so-

ciety?  We surely cannot gain the 

world by attempting to look like 

them.  By doing so we are only 

confronting them with their own 

reflection instead of drawing them 

out of their lost condition. A.W. 

Tozer once said, “One compromise 

here, another there, and soon 

enough the so-called Christian and 

the man of the world look the 

same.”   

Here are some points regarding 

unified plain attire taken from 

Why We Wear Plain Clothes by 

William R. McGrath. 

• It is the only proven way to 

maintain modesty, sex-

distinction, separation, and sim-

plicity in attire. 

• Worn by a consistent Christian, 

it identifies the wearer as one 

who professes the Christian 

faith. 

• It reminds the wearer, family 

and friends that we are all called 

out of the world to a holy priest-

hood, called to be ambassadors 

of Christ. 

• It is a powerful testimony to the 

unity and loyalty within the 

church group, as a symbol of 

identity and at the same time 

equality. 

• It eliminates the anxieties con-

nected with the worldly person’s 

perpetual question, “What should 

I wear?” 

• It is economical because it dis-

penses with the periodical pur-

chases of new styles demanded 

by constantly changing fashion. 

MAINTAINING PLAIN ATTIRE 
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• It gives many more opportuni-

ties to contact those who are in 

need spiritually. It attracts more 

confidence from those seeking 

help or counsel. 

• It is a constant rebuke to the 

idle spirit of fashion, and a con-

stant testimony against worldli-

ness. 

Brethren, let us begin here by 

considering some questions.  If we 

appreciate the testimony that the 

sisters have to the world with their 

plain dress, what are we going to 

do to support it?  Does following 

the trends of society support our 

sisters?  Or are we willing to deny 

ourselves and make a similar sac-

rifice as they do?  An observer 

should be able to tell by our ap-

pearance that we belong together. 

When a fellowship loses its 

plain and simple attire, it begins 

many times with the brethren.  

Since brethren are to be the lead-

ers, they should be setting the ex-

ample in non-conformity.  For this 

reason, I appreciate and encour-

age the broadfall style pants that 

we long have worn.  Not only do 

they support our sisters in their 

witness, but they also have a plain 

appearance, providing a safeguard 

against the changing styles and 

fashions, and thus support separa-

tion and nonconformity to the 

world.  I really wonder how we can 

maintain plain attire for genera-

tions to come while drifting into 

the store-bought blue jeans so 

commonly worn about us, given 

their broad spectrum of brand 

names and styles. Opening this 

door may make it difficult to keep 

from trending toward the follow-

ing of fashions in shirt wear also.  

Concerning the casual trend, I re-

cently read an account in a book 

where a church leader expressed 

to a young member who was going 

to hand out Gospel tracks that if 

he dressed in a casual way, the 

Gospel that he shared would also 

appear to be casual.   

Regarding our sisters, let us look 

to both I Timothy 2:9 and I Peter 

3:3–4. I Timothy 2:9 reads “In like 

manner also, that women adorn 

themselves in modest apparel, with 

shamefacedness and sobriety; not 

with broided hair, or gold, or 

pearls, or costly array.”  I Peter 3:3

–4 reads “Whose adorning let it not 

be that outward adorning of plait-

ing the hair, and of wearing of gold, 

or of putting on of apparel; But let 

it be the hidden man of the heart, 

in that which is not corruptible, 

even the ornament of a meek and 

quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 

God of great price.”  [Underlined 

emphasis added.]  

How will a people 

adorn themselves 

when they are sepa-

rated from this world 

while passing 

through? 
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The following explanation re-

ferring to I Timothy 2:9 is taken 

from Why We Wear Plain Clothes:  

“The original Greek word here 

used for modesty in apparel 

(Katastolley), refers literally to a 

dress which antiquity tells us was 

of two parts:  one part hung down 

simply from the neck to the feet, 

with long sleeves from the shoul-

ders to the hands, covering all the 

body; the second part hung down 

from the neck to the waist, front 

and back, over the first part.  The 

function of the first part of the 

dress was to cover the nakedness 

of the body, while the function of 

the second part of the dress was 

to cover and conceal the outline 

and shape of the upper part of the 

body.”  The caped dress that our 

sisters wear fits this description.  

Since modesty requires not only 

nakedness to be concealed, but 

form also, sisters should take spe-

cial care that their outer gar-

ments do not accentuate the fe-

male form and take away from 

the function of the cape.  We en-

treat the sisters to appreciate the 

caped bodice and understand its 

design to provide modesty as the 

Bible teaches.  

If shawls and plain coats begin 

to be looked down on among us, 

how long will it be until the breth-

ren’s stand-up collar coat is also 

laid aside?  Each of these is a sim-

ple reminder to us now of the sep-

arate walk we are called to as we 

sojourn in this world. 

A portion of I Peter 3:3–4 in-

structs women not to let their ap-

parel be their adornment.  Notice 

that it does not forbid adorning 

altogether, but that the adorn-

ment is be on the heart, which is 

of great price in the sight of God.  

Women are most beautiful when 

they are at peace with their God-

given beauty and do not outwardly 

add to it.  Outward adornment is 

temporary and appeals to a man’s 

flesh whereas inward adornment 

is lasting and appeals to his spirit.  

The following question was asked 

at a Kingdom Focus Teaching a 

few years ago.  “If we are seeking 

after fashion, will the world say 

that we are at rest?”  Further-

more, in reference to I Corinthians 

6:19–20, is God glorified when the 

body is decorated, since it is the 

temple of the Holy Ghost?   

In conclusion, let us be mindful 

of how our choices and liberties 

affect others as we walk together.  

Older members ought to set the 

example for the younger; what 

this generation may do in modera-

tion, the next may do in excess.  

Instead of saying “Well, what is 

wrong with this?” which leads to 

tolerance, we should rather say 

“Will this be a blessing to others, 

and to the church of God?”  Since 

fathers have the God-given re-

sponsibility to instruct in the 

home, they should be the mirror 

for their family in the areas of 

nonconformity, modesty, and fash-

ion.  Their teaching and example 

should include both the inner 

man, and the outward expression, 

as taught in Scripture.   

MAINTAINING PLAIN ATTIRE 
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A Bird’s Lesson 

A little bird, with feathers brown, 

Sat singing on a tree; 

The song was very soft and low,  

But sweet as it could be. 

 

And all the people passing by 

Looked up to see the bird 

Whose singing was the sweetest 

That ever they had heard. 

 

But all the bright eyes looked in vain; 

For birdie was so small, 

And, with a modest dark brown coat, 

He made no show at all. 

 

“Papa dear,” little Gracie said, 

“Where can this birdie be? 

If I could only sing like that, 

I’d sit where folks could see.” 

 

“I hope my little girl will learn 

A lesson from that bird, 

And try to do what good she can— 

Not to be seen nor heard. 

 

“This birdie is content to sit 

Unnoticed by the way, 

And sweetly sing his Maker’s praise, 

From dawn to close of day. 

 

“So live, my child, to do some good, 

Let life be short or long; 

Though people may forget your looks, 

They’ll not forget your song.” 

—Wooster’s Reader, 1915 

 

Lyle Bowman 

 

 

HAVE A GOOD DAY!  

Do you have very many good 

days? How about bad days?  

What does it take to have a 

good day or bad day? Can we 

make a good day? Can we cause 

ourselves to have a bad day?  

Can people watch us and tell 

by my behavior whether I am 

having a bad day or a good day?  

Every sentence so far has been a 

question. There are a lot of ways 

to have a good day or a bad day.  

We have heard the expression, 

“Have a good day!” We don’t re-

member ever hearing someone 

tell another person to have a bad 

day.  

It seems to us that our attitude 

of gratitude is what will make us 

happy or unhappy.  

We are not sure what the sta-

tistics are about how we com-

municate to others, but we think 

that close to 80% of our communi-

cation is HOW you say something 

(including your tone of voice) and 

only 20% is the words you actual-

ly say. That is pretty astounding!  

We would like to take our 

minds to the Old Testament first 

and find some days that were bad 

and then offer some thoughts that 

made up some good days. Then 

we want to end up in the New 

Testament with thoughts of some 

bad days and then some good 

days.  

The first one that comes to 

mind is in the creation time peri-
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od, and that is when Satan showed  

up in the garden and tempted Eve 

and then Adam partook of the for-

bidden fruit. We believe they 

thought they were having a good 

day, but actually it turned out to be 

a bad day for them and for the 

whole human race, even up till now 

and including any future days that 

this world is permitted to exist.  

The next one is when God re-

pented that He had made man. It 

wasn’t long until the earth was 

destroyed by a flood. You can med-

itate on why this happened. This 

was a bad day for many.  

The next one that comes to 

mind is when the children of Isra-

el saw all the miracles that God 

did, but yet murmured and com-

plained to Moses about bringing 

them out into the wilderness to die 

of thirst. Moses was about to be 

stoned several different times by 

the Hebrews. We didn’t count how 

many times they tempted God, but 

it must have been about ten times 

(Num. 14:22).  

Even Job had some days that he 

was so depressed that he wished 

for death.  

I’m thinking also about the 

prophets and their despair that 

the people would not turn away 

from idols and from disobedience, 

to the will of God.  

Another individual that had at 

least a bad night was King Darius. 

Daniel was in the lions’ den  

because he kneeled in prayer with 

his face toward God’s city. King 

Darius came to the lions’ den 

sleepless the next morning and 

found Daniel alive with the lions 

just like little kittens with no hurt 

on Daniel’s body. Daniel just trust-

ed God, leaving his life in God’s 

hands, whether he would live or 

die.  

We think this would be very 

fitting if individually we would do 

likewise. This is one area of our 

own lives that we struggle with.  

Well, along comes Abimelech. 

Was he having a bad day when he 

slew his seventy brethren so he  

could take over the government of 

the Hebrew nation? Then about 

three years later a woman threw a  

millstone down on him and hit 

him in the head. He didn’t want it 

to be known that a woman killed 

him so he ordered his bodyguard 

to stab him. So the calamity of 

Abimelech ended.  

One more person that is on our 

minds is Jeremiah the prophet. 

God called him “The son of man”  

several times. He spent some time 

in a horrible pit because he wept 

that the Hebrews would not re-

pent and amend their ways ac-

cording to the ways that they were 

taught. We suppose he did not 

have a good day or days.  

Here are some examples of peo-

ple today.  

Recently some of our young peo-

ple took some food to the Riley 

Children’s Hospital in Indianapo-

HAVE A GOOD DAY! 
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lis, Indiana. to serve a meal to 

some parents. It seemed like some 

families were struggling with 

health issues with their little ones. 

Some of their stories were heart-

breaking. These young people that 

were serving the meal were given 

a blank card and were told to 

write something or draw some-

thing on this card. Also the oppor-

tunity was presented to them to 

put a love donation inside—

whatever was on their heart.  

After sliding these cards under 

the doors of some of the parents, 

the parents came out and told their 

stories. Very touching. We believe it 

was uplifting and humbling for all.  

A story is recorded about two 

sisters. One girl got her hand tak-

en off somewhere above the  

wrist. The other girl was abused 

at a tender age. The first one 

could tell people what happened 

to her. The other was in a world 

all by herself, and people would 

not converse with her. The one 

with the hand missing was asked 

many times to tell her story. The 

other was never asked about hers. 

In God’s eyes neither girl was di-

minished but loved just as they 

were.  

Do you think the Philistines 

were glad when David slew Goli-

ath? A bad day for them. 

There are countless numbers of 

other people that we could name 

that have had bad days.  

In the creation, God made eve-

rything out of nothing—every-

thing that we know and see. And 

then He said that it was good and 

it was very good. That was a very 

good day.  

Next, we think about the time 

when the children of Israel were 

finally delivered out of oppression 

in Egypt, they rejoiced and wor-

shiped. This was a very good day 

for them. 

When all the people that were 

still living were led by Joshua 

crossed over the river Jordan, they  

again bowed down and wor-

shipped. But oh, how they suffered 

for some of their mistakes in the 

forty years when they were wan-

dering about in the wilderness.  

These are examples that are 

listed in the Old Testament.  

Now let us think of some of the 

things that happened in the New 

Testament.  

Herod killed the babies that 

were under his jurisdiction, but 

Jesus escaped. The people in Beth-

lehem did not have a good day. 

Peter denied Jesus at his trial. He 

didn’t have a good day.  

Ananias and Saphira did not 

September, 2019 

What does it take to 

have a good day or a bad 

day…It seems to us that 

our attitude of gratitude 

is what will make us 

happy or unhappy. 
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have a good day, because they lied, 

and were punished.  

Judas sold his Savior for thirty 

pieces of silver. Did he have a good 

day? No.  

Let us think of some good days.  

When the baby was born that 

had been promised for many 

years, known as Jesus the Christ, 

there has never been an event like 

that. We don’t believe that specific 

name has ever been attributed to 

any other person in the world, 

past, present, or future, except 

Jesus the Christ. Joshua, Jose, 

Joseph, Jesus all mean, “Savior.” 

But only One is the Savior of The 

World, and that is Jesus The 

Christ.  

How about the time when three 

thousand souls were added to the 

church on Pentecost?  

Was it a good day when the two 

men were walking to Emmaus, 

and Jesus entered into their  

conversation late in the day, and 

He made Himself known to them, 

and they ran back to Jerusalem?  

When Jesus rose from the grave 

was there any happiness? A won-

derful day for us all!  

When we see Jesus come in the 

clouds with great glory, there will 

be a tremendous amount of  

happiness. Especially if we have 

followed in His footsteps. We rec-

ommend that we all give this chal-

lenge our best effort.  

We have already stated that it 

is up to ourselves many times 

whether we have a good or a bad 

day.  

Will our day of visitation be a 

good day or a bad day? Just a 

thought; what do you consider to 

be your day of visitation? Is it the 

day of your death? If so, it will be 

a good day because you have pre-

pared for it by accepting Jesus 

Christ and His shed blood for a 

way of escape from the impending 

doom of the unsaved world. If you 

haven’t made this provision, then 

beware.  

There are a lot of facts in this 

article but one of the biggest facts 

is, we know not when our day of  

visitation will come, so we all need 

to apply our hearts unto wisdom.  

The lesson is this. God does not 

intend for us to be unhappy but in 

every condition, we are to be  

thankful. Why? Because He will 

be right there with you. Let us 

walk in the light for He is that 

Light. And trusting in Him and 

being obedient to Him always will 

bring us good days, even if they 

are sometimes difficult. 

“For he that will love life, and 

see good days, let him refrain his 

tongue from evil, and his lips that 

they speak no guile” (I Pet. 3:10). 

When we all get to heaven, what 

a day of rejoicing that will be,  

When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing 

and shout the victory. 

Marshall and Rosalene Dutter 

 

 

HAVE A GOOD DAY! 
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WHAT DO THE CHILDREN 

HEAR? 

Contributor’s Note: 

 This author uses very few words 

to give an overview of the journey 

of Christianity as a whole for the 

last few generations. More narrow-

ly, is he detailing my own Chris-

tian journey? Or the journey of my 

church fellowship? As a parent 

and a pastor, I am challenged to 

ponder what I am SAYING and 

what is being HEARD by the chil-

dren. What they hear will be the 

baseline for what they say to the 

succeeding generation.  

“One generation shall praise thy 

works to another, and shall declare 

thy mighty acts” (Ps. 145:4). 

Read and ponder the message.  

What Do the Children Hear? 

Steve Stutzman 

A generation or three ago, 

groups of men wrestled hard with 

Scripture, to find the heart of God 

as it relates to lifestyle and choic-

es. Then they had a generational 

seizure. 

Why not, they thought, write 

these thoughts and conclusions 

down for posterity, so they can 

benefit from it for free??? 

Things were carefully detailed, 

and written. 

“This is how a connection with a 

Living Christ is most consistently 

lived out.” 

That’s not what we HEARD. 

What we heard, was that unless 

you measure up to this detailed, 

written bar, you likely have no 

connection with Christ at all. And 

if you live up to the bar, that IS 

Christianity. 

We revolted. 

That is not a relationship, we 

said. That is a law. Law kills. 

So we attempted to teach our chil-

dren that relationships are ulti-

mate. Relationships matter. After 

all, what good is a form, if it has 

no Life in it? Eat of the Tree of 

Life! Finally, knowing God is a 

relationship that can be felt and 

operated in. 

That is not what our children 

HEARD. 

What they heard was, that rela-

tionships exist to make them feel 

good; therefore, God is mostly 

about them having a good feeling. 

Bad feelings don’t make good rela-

tionships, so ignore anything that 

gives you a bad feeling— 

• Including right behavior. 

• Including going to church. 

• Including helping community. 

• Including disciplined character. 

• Including giving. 

• Including morality. 

• Including decency. 

• Including holiness of lifestyle. 

Ignore it all, and just be happy 

in Jesus. 

I sit and wonder what they are 

going to build for their children. 

One thing is pretty clear; what 

they SAY is not what their chil-

dren will HEAR. 

What do the children HEAR? 

(Used with permission and slight edits.) 

Selected by  

Larry and Becky Bower 

 

 

September, 2019 
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JUST A PASSING 

THROUGH… 

“For we are strangers before 

thee, and sojourners, as were all 

our fathers: our days on the 

earth are as a shadow, and there 

is none abiding” (I Chron. 29:15). 

I don’t know about you, but sel-

dom do I stop and think about my-

self as a stranger here on earth. 

We hear it preached often; we 

know it; but do we really realize it 

and live as though it were true? 

Sojourner: a person who resides 

temporarily in a place. That 

sounds like a very short time, 

though in my human mind a life 

span seems like a long time; you 

know, as in fourscore years! 

David said, “…for, I am a 

stranger with thee, and a sojourn-

er, as all my fathers were” (Ps. 

39:12b). 

“Whereas ye  know not 

what shall be on the morrow. For 

what is your life? It is even a va-

pour, that appeareth for a little 

time, and then vanisheth 

away” (Jas. 4:14). 

But, none of the above means 

we should sit around thinking 

about our lives as a shadow or a 

speck in time, but rejoicing that 

“perhaps today!” as was shared 

with me this morning! 

 And, realize, “…He hath put a 

new song in my mouth, even 

praise unto our God: many shall 

see it, and fear, and shall trust in 

the LORD” (Ps. 40:3). 

And, rejoice that God has placed 

us here for a purpose, at this very 

time and place, for HIS GLORY, 

and to let others know! 

AliceMae Haney 

 

 

 
 

IT IS NOT IN ME 

“Nowhere in the Bible does God ask 

someone to do something; they lament 

that they don’t have what it takes to do 

it; and then God backs off and says, 

‘You’re right, never mind.’  Instead He 

presses in further as if to say, ‘I know. 

I got you covered. Now let’s get going.’ ”                                                           

—Jason Johnson 

 

Joseph, the much-loved son of 

Jacob and Rachel, surely felt inad-

equate for the many tasks set be-

fore him by Pharaoh and, ulti-

mately, by God. How did the 

mouthy, younger son Jo-

seph become Joseph, the strong 

and secure and stable and safe 

leader of all of Egypt, as well as of 

his large family, the children of 

Israel? 

Once sold into slavery, no mat-

ter what circumstances came his 

way, Joseph remained strong, se-

cure, stable, and safe.  Of course, 

he probably grieved his losses and 

most likely experienced fear of the 

unknown.  Of course, he surely 

experienced doubt and wondered 

during the long and lonely nights, 

what was the purpose of his hu-

miliation and pain.  Of course, be-

cause he was human Joseph must 

have felt the unfairness life con-

IT IS NOT IN ME 
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tinued to bring to him.  

But his reply to Pharaoh in 

Genesis 41:16 shows us why he 

was able to continue to remain 

faithful through the Hard places; 

why he remained secure in who he  

(the man Joseph) was; why he was 

a strong and stable leader in every 

place he lived; and why all those 

who dwelled in his presence knew 

that Joseph was a safe confidant. 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have 

heard it said that when you hear a 

dream, you can interpret it.” 

Joseph replied, “It is not in 

me; God…” 

And by this clear and concise 

answer, we learn what makes Jo-

seph an ideal for each of us as be-

lievers. Joseph is strong and se-

cure and stable and safe because 

he is completely aware of who he 

is and of who God is.  

Nothing—no ability, no an-

swers, no fixes, no truth—nothing 

is in us. 

But God.  

He’s got it. All of it.  

And we can rest—stable, se-

cure, strong and safe, in that 

Truth.  

As we are each called to new 

paths, to Hard places, to the un-

known or even to daily mundane 

faithfulness, remember that our 

God says to us today, “I know. I’ve 

got you covered. Now, let’s get 

going.” 

Sara Peters 

 

 

BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT 

Who are we? What is man?? It 

is a biblical question (Ps. 8:4). Re-

ally, what are we? Did we just 

evolve? Are we just a monkey with 

some brains added? No. On the 

sixth day God made the monkey, 

then the man. Then God saw eve-

rything that He had made, and it 

was very good. (Gen.1:31) That 

includes us, regardless. 

When I check the world’s view 

of the origin of man, I find dozens 

of religious and philosophical opin-

ions and traditions. Our educa-

tional system, from kindergarten 

through college, is very heavy with 

teaching anything but the biblical 

explanation of the Bible. Our chil-

dren need strong teaching on the 

creation story to counteract this 

avalanche of worldly teaching. I 

think it’s a lot easier to believe the 

Bible than the unbelieving opin-

ions of the world. It sure takes a 

lot of faith to believe the monkey 

story. 

We are body, soul and spirit. 

The body is tangible, the soul and 

spirit are intangible. It is hard to 

understand. The body, as a noun, 

is the physical, visible part of a 

being, as a human being. Animals 

also have bodies, but no soul. Man 

was made in God’s image. That 

makes man different. Our bodies 

are the temple (the dwelling place) 

of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 3:16). 

Our bodies were made from dust, 

and at death they return to dust—

to the grave, waiting for the resur-
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rection. The body is asleep in 

death and the soul is present with 

the Lord (II Cor. 5:8). The soul and 

spirit move on as shown by Jesus’ 

example (John 20:27). 

Today the blood is the source of 

life; and then the spirit will be the 

source of life. We will be spiritual 

bodies. I believe the wicked will 

have spiritual bodies also. I per-

sonally believe both groups will 

retain their memory, or they 

wouldn’t have any knowledge of 

why some are blessed and some 

are punished. Surely we will know 

each other there; the disciples 

knew Jesus after the resurrection. 

In Genesis 2:7, God made man 

from the dust of the earth and 

when He added the breath of life, 

man became a living soul; a soul 

that will never die. I believe the 

breath of life is more than the air 

we live in. The Spirit is what gives 

life (Job 33:4). I think God puts a 

spark of His spirit of life in every 

human being at birth. That in-

cludes the conscience. Take away 

the breath and the natural body 

will die, but the soul lives on. 

There are millions of souls (all 

who have died in the past) in Par-

adise (Luke 23:43, II Cor. 12:4,  

Rev. 2:7, Luke 16:26) waiting for 

the judgment day at the time of 

the resurrection. 

The soul is our spiritual heart; 

our mind; our thinking; our 

memory; our conscience; our per-

son. At the resurrection it will be 

given a spiritual body. In John 

4:23–24, Jesus told the Samaritan 

woman that God is Spirit. All the 

great power of the universe is 

predicated on God’s supreme sov-

ereign spiritual power. I don’t be-

lieve God has a body. He is bigger 

than any body could be. He is eve-

rywhere. His Spirit permeates and 

dwells in every place and in every 

part of the universe. At birth each 

human being is given a touch of 

that power that can be enlarged or 

quenched (I Thes. 5:19). Atheists 

try to deny their spiritual connec-

tion, but I believe they still have 

that spark of life. That’s why they 

can occasionally make a change. I 

have heard the saying, “There are 

no atheists in the foxholes.” When 

facing death their spirit can pre-

vail. As the gist of this article, I 

want to emphasize the purpose 

and value of our spiritual connec-

tion. All power comes through and 

by the Spirit of God. At birth we 

are given that spark of life from 

God. No one comes to God except 

through the spiritual connection 

(John 3:16). The Scriptures imply 

spiritual growth, just like we grow 

in grace (II Pet. 3:18). At baptism 

we are given greater power and 

benefits of the Spirit; at commun-

ion and anointing we receive more, 

or our connection is strengthened. 

Whether we believe it or not, the 

spirit of life from God resides 

within everyone. He understands 

and is involved in our daily activi-

ties. As we grow in the Spirit we 

grow in power. God is ready to 

help us IF we ask and trust Him. 

Remember, Satan is a spiritual 

BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT 
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being also and he or his demons 

can dwell in our bodies if we let 

them. He does have some limita-

tions. Jesus cured many demon-

possessed people. 

I am in awe when I think of my-

self being a co-visitor with the Ho-

ly Spirit knowing everything I say 

and do. But we can’t deny His con-

stant presence. According to Levit-

icus 26:3–4, and other Scriptures, 

our blessings come IF we are do-

ing good things. Our trials come to 

help show us how to improve. I 

believe the more we can show love 

and consideration to family or 

neighbors the more the Holy Spirit 

can bless and help us in our daily 

activities. This is the connection 

we need to learn.  

My favorite phrase is: “If we 
don’t know Him now, He won’t 
know us then.” We need to learn 

how to live together, peaceably 

and lovingly, now! 

Ralph E. Garber 

  

 

Question: What is the most powerful 
thing in the world, in bringing about 
positive change in people’s lives? 
Consider some choices: Force, per-
suasion, money, flattery, poverty, 
love, fear, example, etc.; All of 
these would, no doubt, be in the 
mix.  
Let’s ask ourselves some questions 
regarding this: 
#1 — Do you believe that love is the 
most powerful thing? 
#2 — Is it possible to say that love 
is the most powerful thing, but in 
reality always be seeking other 

and quicker means? 
#3 — Is it actually our responsibil-
ity to bring about change in anoth-
er person’s life? 
#4 — In all of our relationships, 
what is our main responsibility? 
#5 — Why is it that love is such a 
powerful thing? Are there exam-
ples you can think of? 
#6 — Is love more powerful than fear? 
Why do you feel the way you do? 
#7 — Why is force not powerful in 
truly changing lives? 
#8 — How powerful is example? 
#9 — How powerful is teaching? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Wisdom is to know the significance—or insignificance—of knowledge. 

As we know more and more, we realize we know less and less. 

Keep your face toward God but keep your eye on the enemy. 

To require an oath implies a double standard of truth. 

It takes a smart person to survive an education. 

Motives make a difference to God. 

Louder is not better. 
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General Items 

BAPTISMS 

July 21, 2019; Western Kansas, KS 

 Courtney Reece 

July 28, 2019; Cutler Ridge, IN 

 Valerie Flora 

Aug. 4, 2019; Dallas, OR 

 Taylor Broussard 

 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

June 27, 2019; Cascade Valley, WA 

 Doug and Karen Klewin 

June 29, 2019; Cascade Valley, WA 

 Hope Ann Long 

 

HARVEST MEETINGS 

Sept. 8, 2019 Stillwater, OH 

Sept. 15, 2019 Bear Creek, OH 

Nov. 28, 2019 Pleasant View, OH 

 

COMMUNION NOTICES 

Sept. 14, 2019 ............... Clearwater, IN and  

 Scottville, MI together in Indiana 

Sept. 14, 2019 ........ Mountain View, ID and  

 Mission Valley, MT together in Idaho 

Sept. 28, 2019 ............. Covenant Valley, VA 

Sept. 28, 2019 ................ Pleasant View, OH 

Oct. 12, 2019 ................................. Zillah, WA 

Oct. 12, 2019 ...................... Lower Twin, OH 

Oct. 19, 2019 ................................ Bethel, OH 

Oct. 19, 2019 .................... Kidron Valley, KS 

Oct. 19, 2019 ..................... Maple Grove, OH 

Oct. 26, 2019 .......................... Stillwater, OH 

Oct. 26, 2019 ............... Western Kansas, KS 

Nov. 2, 2019 ................. Columbia River, WA 

Nov. 2, 2019 ........................ Shenandoah, VA 

Nov. 9, 2019 ............................ Covington, OH 

Feb. 1, 2020 ......... Living Epistle Breth., NM 

Feb. 15, 2020 ......................... Pine Grove, FL 

Feb. 22, 2020 ................... West Modesto, CA 

Feb. 29, 2020 .............. West Manchester, IN 

March 21, 2020 ............................. Dallas, OR 

March 28, 2020 .......................... Caldwell, ID 

DISTRICT NOTICES 
Covenant Valley 

The members of Covenant Valley, Vir-
ginia, have been granted the privilege 
to use the Peters Creek meeting house 
for their Communion, planned for Sep-
tember 28–29, 2019. Services begin at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday. 

We welcome all to come and wor-
ship with us, as we remember the cost 
of our salvation by our Creator, as He 
“so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

In behalf of Covenant Valley, 

Everett Wray 

 
2019 CONFERENCE  

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Receipts: 
Balance from 2018 ............. $ 69,494.81 
Call for funds ................... $ 165,840.00 
Donations ............................. $ 2,085.00 
Lodging Receipts ................ $ 90,974.00 
        Total ....................... $ 328,393.81 

Expenses: 
Insurance ............................. $ 1,091.40 
Thank you Donations........... $ 1,200.00 
Cedarville Food ................ $ 121,727.80 
Cedarville YF Food .............. $ 7,533.50 
Cedarville Rent .................. $ 34,055.00 
Cedarville Services ............ $ 12,432.95 
Cedarville Lodging ............. $ 89,035.00 
Communion Committee .............$ 1,167.54 
Food Committee ...................... $ 444.62 
Lodging Committee.............. $ 3,825.94 
Transportation Com ............ $ 2,825.27 
Nursery Committee .................... $ 0.00 
Usher Committee ........................ $ 0.00 
Pre-teen Committee ................. $249.55 
Young Folks Committee .......... $ 2,192.19 
First Aid Committee ............... $ 357.68 
Bank Fees ................................ $ 135.96 
Lodging Refunds .................. $ 2,651.00 
        Total ....................... $ 280,925.40 
        Ending Balance .......... $47,468.41 
 
We, as the Committee of Arrange-
ments, would like to express how well 
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THE CURSE BECOMES A CROWN  

“Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns… “ —John 19:5  

 

’ was a garden, east in Eden, where the plantings from God’s hand;  

With perfection and such beauty, matchless glories crowned the land.  

 

Here the flora of the garden, graced with green for each to see,  

Fateful choice, once made by woman, and the verdure ceased to be.  

 

O’er the landscape, once so glorious, spread the curse of Adam’s fall;  

Thorns and thistles, with new vigor, sought to conquer over all.  

 

Red’s the color since the sentence—pricks upon the flesh of man;  

And the stain of blood yet lingers, damning all who thwart God’s plan.  

 

Not by chance is our salvation—Christ’s own crimson blood restores;  

’Twas the curse they placed upon Him, thorns adorned but grace adores.  

 

So the lesson of this lyric: Twisted minds shall cease to glee;  

Taunting lips shall soon be silent; thorns be left at Calvary.  

Poems 

Conference went and how edified we 
came away from there this year due to 
the GRACE of God and everyone’s 
willingness to love and serve one an-
other. The “storm” on Monday night 
caused some excitement and uncer-
tain moments, but God answered 
many of your prayers. We extend a 
“Thank you” for everyone’s coopera-
tion with Cedarville’s instructions 
during this time and throughout the 
Conference. This will be a memory 

that may never go unforgotten 
(especially to the westerners). God has 
an amazing way of showing us HIS 
mercy and love despite the “storms” 
around us. Let’s stay grounded in our 
faith in Jesus Christ and never re-
move yourselves from that Rock that 
is immovable! (I Pet. 5:6–11)  

With love and appreciation,  

In behalf of the 2019 COA, 

Ted Layman, Secretary 
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IMPRINTS 
(Inspired by blinking lights on an air-

plane) 

Like a flash of lightning 

Across the evening sky; 

Our lives are but a vapor 

And gone so quickly by. 

 

It’s only for a moment 

That not all get to find; 

A fraction of a second, 

But leaving gasps and sighs behind. 

 

Each flash of lightning blinding— 

Arresting, spell-binding; 

Compelling you, “Take notice!” 

Hoping the next flash you’ll be find-

ing. 

 

It cracks open the darkness, 

Breaks it up, dispels it. 

You know there must be 

Some strong force that propels it 

 

If our lives are for a moment, 

Across a portion of the sky, 

Just a vapor, a tiny blade of grass, 

Gone so quickly by. 

 

If our lives are to be lights, 

Bright against the darkness, 

Many lights—not just one— 

Working together against the dark-

ness. 

 

If our lives have God behind us, 

Inside us, strengthening us from in-

side, 

Inventor of the universe, 

Creator of the sky… 

How long will you remain in 

someone’s mind 

Long after you are gone? 

To make an imprint—a long lasting 

one— 

…Will I be the one? 

 

K’Tiera Richardson 

 

THE FLOWER GARDEN 

I observed a little garden, 

’Twas a flower garden rare, 

Filled with blooms of every color 

Waving brightly in the air. 

Little buds so filled with promise 

Growing on this patch of land, 

Ready to spring forth so vibrant 

Waiting for their Maker’s hand. 

Opens up with youth and beauty 

Tiny fragrance, small and sweet. 

Starting on this life’s frail journey 

In many ways, still incomplete. 

Storms and showers—winds and 

sunshine 

Beat upon this little shoot, 

Growing upward—growing outward, 

Deeper, deeper taking root. 

Leaves are growing, petals opening 

Up with color to the sky, 

All in perfect praise creating 

Glory to its God on high. 

Full and bright, matured to splendor, 

Perfuming fragrance all around 

Once a bud, a bloom, a flower 

Now in fullness doth abound. 

Can my life and its swift passage 

Glory bring to His dear name? 

Can I be a simple flower 

Pointing to the One who came? 

Only if I let Him grow me, 

Willing to be tended to, 

Trusting in the Gardner’s working, 

Love Him all the journey through. 

Dear Creator, take this blossom— 

Let me be used for your will, 

Grow me up into Your kingdom, 

Let me all Your work fulfill. 

Melina Flory 
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MONTGOMERY — Gary Al-

len  was born January 23, 1957, 

in Richmond, Indiana, and peace-

fully departed this life during the 

early morning hours of April 14, 

2019, at his home near Wirtz, 

Virginia, at 62 years of age. He 

retained and often shared very 

vivid memories of his early years 

which were spent 

area and then lat-

er near Greenville, Ohio. He an-

swered the call of the Savior and 

was baptized on July 31, 

and was a member of the Old Ger-

man Baptist Brethren Church–

New Conference. 

He was united in marriage 

with Etta Montgomery on July 

26, 1975. To this union were 

born two children, Shylah and 

Quentin. Twelve years of their 

early married life were spent in 

the Ash Grove district in Ohio, 

with the rest of the years spent 

in Virginia. Gary was a cabinet 

maker and his friendly engaging 

manner helped establish many 

friendships as he expressed a per-

sonal interest in the lives of his 

customers, venders, family, 

brethren, and friends. He was a 

devoted husband and father and 

an especially devoted grandfa-

ther to his three grandchildren 

who brought great joy into his 

life. 

He is survived by his wife Etta, 

daughter and son-in-law, Shylah 

and Shane Hubbard; 

Goldie Montgom-

ery, brothers, Robert (Lisa) 

Montgomery, Joe (Darlene) 

Montgomery; sister, Jenny 

(Anthony) Miller; brothers- and 

sisters-in-law, Barb Montgom-

ery, Margie (Kenny) Garber, 

Gerald, (Martha) Montgomery, 

Norman (Deborah) Montgomery, 

and many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his 

sister, Diane Montgomery; father- 

and mother-in-law, Roy and Vel-

ma Montgomery; and brother-in-

law, Melvin Montgomery. 

Funeral services were held on 

April 17 in the Oak Hill meeting-

house by the Shenandoah minis-

try. His body was laid to rest on 

a beautiful spring day in the 

Oak Hill cemetery, near his in-

laws, grandparents and other 

family members to await the 

beautiful Resurrection morning. 

“We wait in hope on the promise 

given, we shall meet up there in 

our home in Heaven.” 

The Family 

 

 

BUCKLES — Margaret Irene 

Layman, formerly of Bath Town-

ship, Allen County,  Ohio, went 

peacefully to be with her Savior 

at 6:10 a.m. Thursday, April 18, 

2019, in the Otterbein Criders-

ville Senior Living Center, with 

her son at her side. 

She was born January 16, 

1922, in Sugar Creek Township, 

Obituaries 
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Allen County, Ohio, and was the 

eighth of eleven children of the 

late Irvin Robert and Mary Etta 

Miller Layman family. On Novem-

ber 1, 1963, she married Marion 

Edward “Bud” Buckles (who died 

January 29, 2019). They recent-

ly had celebrated their fifty-

fifth anniversary. 
Surviving are her children; Mi-

chael Allan (Teresa) Layman, and 

Sandra Kay Perrine (Gary) Allen; 
and her sister Virginia Forney of 
Lima; as well as cousins, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Preceding her in death were her 
siblings: Martha (Chester) Wolf, 
Clara (Howard) Brunk, John 
(Evelyn) Layman, Esther (Earl) 
Mohler, Aaron (Jane) Layman, 
Arthur (Treva) Layman, Noah 
(Glenda) Layman, Philip (Helen) 
Layman and Oral Layman along 
with her brother-in-law, Louis 
Forney. 

Her career was varied. She 
worked as an in-home infant care-
giver to sixty-five newborn babies, 
for one month at a time while in 
her twenties. She was also em-
ployed at Lima Memorial Hospi-
tal, the Suzy Q and Howard 

Johnson’s restaurants (where she 
worked over fifteen years) and 
Flowers by Colleen. 

She was a volunteer with the 
Allen County Literacy Council and 
Lima Community Visitors Center, 
working at the “Little Blue Ca-
boose.” 

Margaret was an avid gardener, 
eclectic learner, a student of gene-
alogy, an “original scrap booker,” a 
voracious reader (especially con-
cerning WW II and Israel) and a 
wonderful aunt to forty-three 

nieces and nephews. 
Funeral services were held 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 in the 
Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home 
in Spencerville, Ohio, with Pastor 
Jonathon L. Spyker officiating. Bur-
ial followed in the Walnut Grove 
Cemetery in Delphos, Ohio. 

A Niece 
 
 

BRUBAKER — Wilma Jean, 

sixth daughter of Lee and Ada 
(Miller) Garber, was born April 20, 
1938, in Montgomery County, near 
Phillipsburg, Ohio. Mother was 
lovingly cared for by her family 
and Vitas Health Care, Dayton, 
Ohio, until she peacefully passed 
away on the morning of June 24, 
2019, with congestive heart failure 
at her home in Montgomery Coun-
ty, Ohio, at the age of 81 years, 2 
months, and 4 days. 

Her childhood was spent on the 
farm with her parents, brother, 
and 6 sisters. A life of farming 
taught them that a lot of hard 
work was needed before receiving 
the good of the land. 

On April 7, 1957, she felt the 
need for a closer walk with God 

and was baptized into the fellow-
ship of the Old German Baptist 
Brethren Church, in which she 
remained faithful. Shortly after on 
June 30, 1957, she was united in 
marriage with Everett Lee Bru-
baker of Dayton, Ohio, residing 
together in the Wolf Creek district. 

To this union was born one son 
and two daughters. Many years 
were enjoyed together on the fami-
ly dairy farm. Mother was content 
to be a keeper of the home in a qui-
et way, serving her family and 

OBITUARIES 



26 The Testimony 

many friends throughout the 
years. Her hobbies were making 
quilts and tending to her many 
flower beds. Mother/Grandma 
carefully stitched many quilts for 
her family that she dearly loved. 

Realizing God’s goodness, she 
used the privilege and called for 
the anointing one week prior to her 
passing and two other times in the 
years past. This service brought a 
deep peace into her heart and soul. 

Surviving is her husband of al-
most 62 years; son, Ronald and 
Marilyn; daughters, Connie and 
Leon Filbrun and Charlene 
Schaurer; 11 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren, Naaman and 
Helen, Malena, Malachi and Benson 
Brubaker, Laban and Kimra, Titus 
and Simon Brubaker, Amos, Han-
nah, Eli, Cherith Brubaker, Ryan 
and Rachel Filbrun, Jamin Filbrun, 
Jessilyn and Anthony, Chloe, 
Carter, Corbin and Kelsey Reece, 
Jarrod and Candi, Payton, Gavistan, 
Zoey and Brecken Schaurer, Joelle 
and Jay, Conner, Sawyer, Savan-
nah and Silas Kuntz; one sister 
and brother-in-law, Betty and Har-
vey Bowman, and sister-in-law, Hel-
en Garber; brothers-in-law, George 
Flora, Merle Benedict, John 
Denlinger, and many more neph-
ews, nieces and friends. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, son-in-law Marlin 
Schaurer, brother Richard, sisters 
and brothers-in-law Margaret and 
Russel Lesh, Pearl and Thomas 
King, Mabel and Joseph Flora, 
Treva Flora and Gladys Benedict; 
and in-laws, Mildred Denlinger 
and foster sister-in-law, Alice 
Good and husband Norman. 

On July 1, 2019, the family met 

at Roger’s Funeral Home in New 
Lebanon, Ohio for a short service, 
taken from Psalm 23, followed by 
funeral services at the Wolf Creek 
meeting house. Thoughts were 
taken from Romans 8:17–19, 
II Timothy 4:6–8 and Proverbs 
31:10–31. Mother’s concern was to 
“Get Ready, Be Ready, and Stay 

Ready,” which was shared by the 
home brethren. Graveside services 
were conducted considering He-
brews 12:1 and I Corinthians 
15:57, at Royal Oak Memorial Gar-
dens, where she was laid to rest. 

“For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in 
us” (Rom. 8:18). 

We feel our loss is her eternal 
gain. 

The Family 
 

MARTIN — Verla Jean (Wenger), 

of Wakarusa, Indiana, passed 
peacefully on Wednesday, July 3, 
2019, surrounded by loved ones at 
the home of Brenda Kay, her 
daughter, in Greenville, Ohio, 
where she had lived for the last two 
years. She was 93. Verla was born 
on October 21, 1925, in Wakarusa, 
Indiana, to Enos and Goldie (Miller) 
Wenger. Verla was a member of the 
Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church—New Conference. 

In 1948, she married Harold 
Ray Martin and together they had 
five children, Keith Eugene (Elsie) 
Martin, Nappanee, Karen Sue 
(Daryl) Oberholzer, Nappanee, 
Joyce Renee Martin, Indianapolis, 
Brenda Kay (David) Crist, Green-
ville, Ohio, Danette Ray (Larry) 
Martin, Goshen. 

September, 2019 
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Baptized alongside Harold in 

September of 1951, Verla Jean’s 

quiet faith was evident throughout 

her life. Verla Jean devoted her 

time to family and helping Harold 

establish Martin’s Custom Butch-

ering in 1967. When not assisting 

in the butcher shop, Verla Jean 

dedicated her time to raising their 

five children, subsequent grand-

children and great-grandchildren. 

Her greatest joy was to gather the 

family for get-togethers that 

spanned days and resulted in dec-

ades of memories. Family mem-

bers knew to expect calls that be-

gan with “I was thinking…” and 

ended with practical solutions to 

whatever they were working on. If 

she knew one of her family mem-

bers needed help, she showed up, 

whether it be as small as stopping 

in to help with laundry, or ensur-

ing their canning days went 

smoothly. Verla’s love for nature 

resulted in many moments where 

young family members were en-

couraged to “look at the pretty 

trees,” and to remain present with 

the family. Her love and attention 

has impacted each generation and 

her presence will be greatly 

missed. 
Verla is survived by her five 

children, thirteen grandchildren, 
thirty-six great-grandchildren, one 
great-great-granddaughter and her 
sister, Edna Faye (Paul) Witmer. 
She is preceded in death by her 
loving husband, Harold Ray; her 
parents, Enos and Goldie (Miller) 
Wenger; her sister, Evelyn; and 
grandchildren, Arlen Martin and 
Twyla Damm. 

Visitation and funeral were held 
at the Cornerstone Mennonite 
Church. Officiating ministers were 
Shane Oberholzer, grandson to 
Verla, as well as, home ministers 
Trent Bowman and Donald Pe-
ters. Burial was at the Yellow 
Creek Old German Baptist Ceme-
tery.  

The Family 
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