
…of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”  Psalm 19:7 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 

WORKING WITH DADDY 

The rake is much too big, the handle long 

He wields it awkwardly—my son, 

If he were not, we might by now be done, 

Cause I’d have quickly stopped the wrong 

and dangerous, scattering swipes 

that slow our progress, jeopardize my spleen 

erratically with every jab and joust unclean, 

and change our compact pile into stripes 

of straggling sticks and dirt. 

But since he is, and he’s so set on pitching in, 

I’ll dodge and do my best and when 

I need a breath, I’ll stop. And he will hurt 

our progress more with outward stroke— 

he likes to drag down hard the biggest pile 

if I could help myself I wouldn’t smile— 

He’ll sigh with happiness and both of us will soak 

in separate, mutual joy. 

And I will pat his earnest head 

and think about the One who bled 

so I could be this boy. 

 

Daniel Hess 

 

“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. For he 

knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.”    Psalm 103:13–14 
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Editorial 

HE THAT GLORIETH, LET 
HIM GLORY IN THE LORD 

   Simultaneous to the four inde-
scribable beasts giving glory and 
honor and thanks to Him that sat 
on the throne, twenty-four elders 
fell down and worshipped Him al-
so. Casting what was possibly 
their most prized and honorable 
possessions, their crowns, before 
the throne, they were heard say-
ing, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honor and power; 
for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created” (Rev. 4:11). What 
“pleasure” or purpose do you sup-
pose the creator intended from 
what He created? As the revelation 
to John continues, he also heard 
every creature (created being) 
which is in heaven, on and under 
the earth, in the sea, and all that 
were in them saying “Blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth  upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever” (Rev. 5:13). Perhaps that 
is the pleasure God is interested 
in—to receive worship and honor 
and glory from His creation. 
   Consider now the cursed state of 
nature and the fallen state of 
mankind. The earth travails with 
the loss of its original song and 
humanity proudly aspires to steal 
the short-lived glory from creator 
God. Herod’s royal apparel became 
soiled with the stench from his 
own worm-eaten flesh because he 
“gave not God the glory” after his 
grand oration before the admiring 
multitude. (Acts 12:21–23) As my 
voice mocks such foolishness, I 
realize I have the same tendency. 
    Creator God takes no pleasure in 
and goes to great means “That no 
flesh should glory in his pres-

ence” (I Cor. 1:29). The Apostle 
Paul was keenly aware both of his 
tendency to glory (boast) in him-
self, and God’s means to keep him 
humble enough to only glory in the 
Lord. He starts his discourse in 
II Corinthians 12:1 saying it isn’t 
expedient (profitable, advanta-
geous) for him to glory, yet he tells 
of an experience he had, possibly 
out-of-body, being caught up to the 
third heaven, or paradise, and 
hearing unspeakable words not 
intended for man to utter. Truly an 
awesome experience that not 
many, or any other person had ex-
perienced. This was a golden op-
portunity for some popular media 
coverage, some “likes” on Facebook, 
or maybe an opportunity for a royal
-robed oration before the masses of 
people. Paul admits his desire to 
glory (verse 6) but forbears such 
foolishness lest any man should 
think more highly of him than 
what he really was. In retrospect, 
Paul understands why God gave 
him a thorn in the flesh. Even 
though he asked for it to be re-
moved three times, he now knows 
it was God’s means of grace to keep 
him from being exalted above 
measure (become haughty, lifted 
up). He now understands God will 
go to extreme measures to keep 
him from glorying in His presence. 
    Paul concludes he will gladly 
glory, and even take pleasure in 
his infirmities that the power of 
Christ may rest upon him. After 
all, that is what every created be-
ing was created for—to cast their 
crowns of blessing and honor and 
glory and power at the throne of 
the King. He is worthy to receive 
them, and it gives Him pleasure. 

Larry Bower 

HE THAT GLORIETH, LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD 
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ON DECISIONS 
Michael L. Overholt 

“I wonder what informs their 

decisions.”  The question hung be-

tween us in the cool autumn air as 

my friend and I sat around a gas 

lantern while visiting in his second

-story apartment in downtown 

Nashville.  Choices, decisions, and 

the results of those decisions were 

on the table as we shared heart to 

heart that day.  Our hearts inform 

our decisions.  Simplistic but true.  

Choices are not made in a vacuum.  

Even simple decisions such as 

when to arise in the morning, what 

to have for breakfast, and how to 

spend my Saturdays have their 

roots in my overall value system.  

And my choices in those areas re-

veal my values. 

So do other choices.  Choices of 

how I will raise my family, what 

church group I will align myself 

with, and what visible symbols of 

my allegiance I will display.  

These are not minor decisions and 

are not made in a vacuum.  Our 

hearts influence these decisions.  

And only a heart that has God and 

His Word as its first love will 

make wise choices in these areas. 

Not only do our hearts inform 

our decisions, but those decisions, 

in turn, inform our hearts.  It is 

commonly believed that liberal 

theology precedes liberal practice, 

but perhaps the opposite is true.  

Liberal practice develops a love for 

liberal lifestyles.  And when our 

conscience calls us back, we either 

hearken or explain.  So it is that 

we find ourselves using Scripture 

to justify the flesh.  Each decision 

that runs along the edge of our 

convictions sets us up for the next 

decision, the next choice in the 

same arena.  Small choices build a 

monument that becomes our past 

and directs our future.  As some-

one has said, “Man makes his 

choices, and those choices make 

the man.” 

You see, the heart eventually 

believes what the hand does. 

Take clothes for example.  Our 

clothing choices not only reflect 

our hearts, but also influence our 

hearts.  Every time we choose to 

dress on the edge, perhaps just a 

bit immodestly, or a bit after the 

latest fad, we are influencing our 

hearts.  With time the line moves, 

and now as we get the feeling of 

“freedom,” we need to once more 

ride on the edge of our conviction.  

Only this time the line of convic-

tion has moved.  What once felt 

edgy, no longer feels edgy.  Our 

decisions have influenced our 

hearts.  With time we come to ac-

cept more and more ungodly dress 

patterns and also come to accept 

the values associated with those 

clothing choices. 

Financial choices run along the 

same line.  The chance to purchase 

the second farm, or to invest in the 

next venture, made us pause.  Was 

this really what Christ wanted for 

His children, this amassing of 

more stuff?  But the purchase was 

General 
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made, the investment secured, 

and time didn’t bring the feared 

repercussions.  No lightning 

struck, no thunderclap proclaimed 

us heretics, and our children are 

still in the church.  Suddenly what 

seemed edgy is no longer edgy.  It 

is comfortable.  When the next 

opportunity comes along, we don’t 

hesitate quite so long or agonize 

quite as hard over application of 

Scripture.  Our decisions have in-

fluenced our hearts.  And some-

where, sometime, at a point unde-

finable to man, we go  beyond 

meeting legitimate needs and 

cross the line that separates the 

pilgrim from the parabolic rich 

fool. 

The social media demands our 

attention.  We now have at our 

fingertips vast technology, bring-

ing into our homes and businesses 

the latest updates in world news 

as well as the most recent events 

in our friends’ lives, be that news 

important or ever so trivial.  This 

constant influx of media not only 

influences us, but also drains our 

time and energy, demanding our 

time at the expense of those people 

at our elbows.  In her 1967 pro-

logue to her book 40 Acres and No 

Mule, Janice Holt Giles describes 

the change that came to the Appa-

lachian people through the advent 

of television:  “Bought for enter-

tainment, television is a most sub-

tle and powerful educator.  In one 

decade, ten short years, I have 

seen our people changed more by 

television than by any other medi-

um.”  Perhaps conservative Ana-

baptism stands poised on the same 

brink.  Just as the pink flamingo 

gets its color from its diet and the 

bitter monarch butterfly gets its 

taste from the milkweed it con-

sumes, so God’s people, if they 

drink too long from the same foun-

tain as the worldly-wise man will 

inevitably acquire the same color 

and taste as they. 

Every choice regarding one’s 

heritage, whether that be a goodly 

heritage or an ungodly heritage, 

has its roots in the love of the 

heart.  Some choose to leave an 

ungodly heritage because of their 

love for God and His Word.  Oth-

ers decide to pass on a godly herit-

age to their children because they 

love God and His Word.  Still oth-

ers opt to set aside godly princi-

ples one by one, choosing to give 

their children a mere shell of what 

was once a godly heritage, a shell 

no longer fleshed out with applica-

tions that work.  And a mere shell 

of religious past is like the shell of 

those clams and other mollusks we 

find on the beach, typically found 

and honored only as some relic to 

be placed on a shelf or in some 

museum.  Very little value is 

there, except, perchance, in guid-

ing some future generation to once 

again flesh out their lives with 

Christian application. 

The time has come for God’s 

children to take note of our deci-

sions.  The heads that once shook 

at spacious mansions, investment 

portfolios, and expensive recrea-

tion, are now borrowing money 

from the bank or God’s work for 

the same.  The clothes that once 

spoke eloquently to us of ungodly 

ON DECISIONS 
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values are now on the backs of our 

children.  Sports figures and com-

promising music groups invade 

our homes.  Little by little, the 

applications of God’s Word that 

fleshed out our experience with 

God are being set aside.  How long 

will it be until we are left with a 

mere shell, brittle with age, set on 

a shelf to be discussed at our reun-

ions and honored in our museums?  

If indeed our heart informs our 

decisions, as I have alleged, then 

we have heart trouble.  And if our 

decisions further inform the heart, 

then these decisions will further 

inform our hearts to evil. 

It is time to strengthen those 

things that remain.  Let us hold on 

to our community values, insisting 

on helping each other build our 

barns and pay our medical bills 

and raise our families.  Let us 

press forward with a family-

friendly lifestyle, complete with 

family-friendly occupations, round

-table mealtimes, and evenings at 

home.  Let us continue to evange-

lize, calling those whom God has 

chosen to join us in building God’s 

kingdom on earth.  Let us contin-

ue to base our beliefs on the Word 

of God rather than on the experi-

ences of others.  Let us continue to 

call our pastors and leaders out of 

the hay fields and carpenter crews 

rather than out of the seminaries.  

And let us continue to honor obe-

dience above explanation, lifestyle 

above theological jargon, and life-

time servanthood above the Amer-

ican dream. 

Let us make decisions informed 

by a love for Christ and His Word, 

tempered by the lessons of history, 

and let those decisions inform our 

hearts. 

  Selected by   

Curt Wagoner 

 

 

 

 

GOD IS SELF-SUFFICIENT 

When we say that God is self-

sufficient, there is a subtle impli-

cation inherent to the statement. 

We are trying to relate the how 

and the why of our own existence 

as it is connected to God’s exist-

ence. There would be no need to 

ever consider this concept if noth-

ing but God existed. This may be a 

difficult idea to fully grasp. It 

might help if I ask a question that 

many have pondered. Did God cre-

ate all that He did, especially hu-

man beings, out of an intrinsic 

need somewhere deep within Him-

self? It is this question that pro-

vides the onus to investigate the 

notion of the self-sufficiency of 

God. It is only a viable endeavor 

given the fact that something be-

sides God actually exists. Obvious-

ly God is not all that exists, which 

brings us right back to the ques-

tion of whether or not God created 

us out of some kind of internal 

necessity. This question must be 

answered before the concept of the 

self-sufficiency of God can be 

properly understood.  

Let’s look to the Scriptures for 

help in this inquiry. We read in 

Matthew 4:10b these words, “Thou 

shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
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and him only shalt thou serve.” It 

seems to be logically congruent to 

assume that God is requiring of us 

humans something that He needs. 

It seems even more apparent giv-

en the fact that God speaks of 

Himself in Deuteronomy 4:24 like 

this: “For the LORD thy God is a 

consuming fire, even a jealous 

God.”  

Does not the idea of jealousy 

imply a fundamental necessity, 

from which need God is moved to 

require worship and glory from 

His creation? This premise from a 

cursory glance appears to be a ra-

tional conclusion. If God com-

mands again and again in the 

Scriptures that we worship Him 

and give Him glory, honor, and 

praise, then He is surely doing so 

because He needs it. Right?  

Let’s have a look at another 

verse before we jump to conclu-

sions. The word of the Lord comes 

to us in Matthew 5:48 saying, “Be 

ye therefore perfect, even as your 

Father which is in heaven is per-

fect.” Here we have a verse that 

clearly answers our question. Be-

fore we go further I would like to 

inject a thought. There are many 

verses that can be the basis of a 

number of inferences. Some are 

correct while others are not. How 

are we to discern the difference? 

This is not always an easy task, so 

I would like to offer a principle 

that can help govern our interpre-

tation of the Bible. The explicit 

statements in the Scriptures must 

be used to inform that which is 

implicit. Let me explain what I 

mean. It is erroneous to draw an 

inference from one verse that is in 

opposition to what is clearly 

spelled out in another verse. An 

example would be to assert that 

grace covers all sins, so it’s okay to 

live after the flesh. Since there are 

a number of Scriptures refuting 

such a notion (notably Romans) we 

know that to willfully sin expect-

ing grace to cover it is false teach-

ing.  

With that being said let’s return 

back to Matthew 5:48. We have in 

this verse an explicit declaration, 

God is perfect. I presume that no 

one reading this article would de-

bate that. I would like to follow a 

train of thought beginning with 

this very assertion, God is perfect. 

The Greek word behind the Eng-

lish word perfect carries the conno-

tation of being complete. What we 

have so far is that God is perfect 

and complete in and of Himself. A 

quick look in the Merriam-

Webster dictionary reveals this 

definition of the word perfect, 

“being entirely without fault or 

defect; flawless,” as well as, 

“lacking in no essential detail; 

complete.” Now with these defini-

tions in hand we come to yet an-

other conclusion. If God did in-

deed create us out of a need some-

where within Himself then it fol-

lows that He would have not been 

flawless or complete. There would 

have been some defect or lack for 

eternity past prior to creation. We 

realize that this idea is a manifest 

impossibility. If this were true 

then we could not use the word 

perfect in describing His character. 

But since God Himself describes 

GOD IS SELF-SUFFICIENT 
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His own being as perfect, we see 

that there is little to recommend 

the concept that God made us be-

cause it would complete Him.  

We read also in Deuteronomy 

32:4 that, “He is the Rock, his 

work is perfect: for all his ways 

are judgment: a God of truth and 

without iniquity, just and right is 

he.” So then not only is He per-

fect in His being. He is also per-

fect in His doing. Nothing is lack-

ing nor is there a deficiency in all 

that God is or has done. God is 

perfect. Now to tie it all together. 

We now see that the explicit dec-

laration in these two verses and 

others must be used to help ex-

plain inferences drawn from oth-

er verses related to this inquiry. 

God indeed is not deficient but 

rather sufficient. II Corinthians 

3:5 reminds us with these words, 

“Not that we are sufficient of our-

selves to think anything as of 

ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 

God.” Most assuredly this is true 

because we serve a great God 

who is by His very nature self-

sufficient! All that God may seem 

to “need” is met completely and 

perfectly within Himself. And it 

is this self-sufficiency that ren-

ders God able to share that same 

sufficiency with us!  

We may take great delight and 

consolation in the thought that 

God is able to supply our every 

need because our every need is 

met by Him and though Him! And 

now at the close of this article re-

member with me the encourage-

ment God imparts to us in II Co-

rinthians 12:9, “And he said unto 

me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 

for my strength is made perfect in 

weakness. Most gladly therefore 

will I rather glory in my infirmi-

ties, that the power of Christ may 

rest upon me.”  

Mathan Wolf 

 

 

 

 

SHEKINAH 

Our studies have recently 

turned to the word “shekinah.” 

This word appears from time to 

time as we read concerning the 

character of God. A few years back 

we heard the word “shekinah” 

used, in reference to God, in the 

preaching of some of our brethren. 

We have not heard it so much re-

cently. As we studied, we found 

that the English word “shekinah” 

is nowhere found in the Bible. The 

Hebrew verb “shaw-kan” is found, 

meaning “to reside, to permanent-

ly stay, to abide, to continue, to 

take up habitation, inhabit, re-

main, to rest upon.” Sometime, 

long after the canon of our Bible 

was established, perhaps as late 

as the 1600s A.D., Jewish Rabbis 

began to turn the verb “shaw-kan” 

into a noun “shechina,” from “to 

inhabit” into “He who inhabits.” 

Shekinah came to mean “the 

manifest glory of God as a visible 

presence.” It means “a visible 

manifestation of God.” Some have 

even referred to “the shekinah” as 

being God Himself, but most schol-

ars object to that usage. Shekinah 

is not God Himself. Shekinah is 

October, 2019 
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the visible Glory of God, either as 

a pillar of cloud or as light. The 

appearance of the Glory of God as 

light is frequently found in the Old 

and New Testaments. 

The Glory of God appeared to 

Moses in a burning bush on the 

back side of the desert. That place 

was holy ground for God’s glory 

was there. The Glory of the Lord 

abode on Sinai where it appeared 

“as a devouring fire” to the chil-

dren of Israel. So bright was that 

glory that Moses’ face shone when 

he came down from the mountain. 

In Exodus 40:34–35 we read that 

“…a cloud covered the tent of the 

congregation, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle…” The 

cloudy pillar was a guide to the 

children of Israel all through their 

journeys in the wilderness—a 

cloud by day and a fire by night. 

And when the temple of Solomon 

replaced the tabernacle, the Glory 

of God rested above the ark, be-

tween the cherubim, even though 

Solomon said, “…the heaven of 

heavens cannot contain thee; how 

much less this house that I have 

builded?” 

In Job, many times in the 

Psalms, often in the Proverbs, and 

Isaiah, and in the Minor Prophets 

we read of the Glory of God resting 

and abiding upon or among men. 

In Isaiah 57:15 is a promise of 

Messiah: “For thus saith the high 

and lofty One that inhabiteth eter-

nity, whose name is Holy; I dwell 

in the high and holy place, with 

him also that is of a contrite and 

humble spirit, to revive the spirit 

of the humble, and to revive the 

heart of the contrite ones.” He who 

dwelt in the Tabernacle and He 

who dwelt in the Temple now 

dwells with such as are broken 

under a burden of sin as well as 

the cheerful followers of the meek 

and lowly Jesus. With such the 

Lord now abides. 

Finally, in Zechariah 2:8–11 

another prophecy of Messiah, “For 

thus saith the LORD of hosts; After 

the glory hath he sent me unto the 

nations which spoiled you: for he 

that toucheth you toucheth the 

apple of his eye…and ye shall 

know that the LORD of hosts hath 

sent me. Sing and rejoice, O 

daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, 

and I will dwell in the midst of 

thee, saith the LORD. And many 

nations shall be joined to the LORD 

in that day, and shall be my peo-

ple: and I will dwell in the midst of 

thee, and thou shalt know that the 

LORD of hosts hath sent me unto 

thee.” His glory dwelling among 

men. Gentile and Jew. Rich and 

poor. Out of every nation. Sheki-

nah, the visible presence of the 

Lord’s glory.  

The Glory of God appeared im-

mediately with the dawning of the 

covenant of the Gospel. In Luke 

2:9–11 we read, “And, lo, the angel 

of the Lord came upon them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore 

afraid. And the angel said unto 

them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 

you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people. For 

unto you is born this day in the 

SHEKINAH 
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city of David a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord.” The glory of God 

seen by men. 

In John 1:14 we read, “And the 

Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and we beheld his glo-

ry, the glory as of the only begot-

ten of the Father,) full of grace 

and truth.” John quotes Jesus in 

14:23, “If a man love me, he will 

keep my words: and my Father 

will love him, and we will come 

unto him, and make our abode 

with him.” That glory which 

abides among us is the Glory of 

the Lord. His glory rests upon us 

even as it did in the Tabernacle 

and in the Temple—the only be-

gotten of the Father. And we be-

hold His glory for it is the visual 

manifestation of God—shekinah. 

Shekinah has appeared from 

time to time to individuals as in 

Acts 22:6–7 where Paul recounts 

his own experience: “And it came 

to pass, that, as I made my jour-

ney, and was come nigh unto Da-

mascus about noon, suddenly 

there shone from heaven a great 

light round about me. And I fell 

unto the ground, and heard a 

voice…” In another place Paul 

speaks of “the glory of that light.” 

Was not this the Glory of the Lord 

shining in that place and Paul fell 

down on his face in worship before 

that visible Presence. In Acts 12:7 

we have the testimony of Peter in 

prison. “And, behold, the angel of 

the Lord came upon him, and a 

light shined in the prison: and he 

smote Peter on the side, and 

raised him up, saying, Arise up 

quickly.” In Acts 10:30 we read of 

the experience of Cornelius who 

said, “Four days ago I was fasting 

until this hour; and at the ninth 

hour I prayed in my house, and, 

behold, a man stood before me in 

bright clothing…” The Bible shows 

that when angel messengers ap-

pear, there is almost always a 

light and a brightness. 

The prophet Isaiah said pro-

phetically in chapter 9, “The peo-

ple that walked in darkness have 

seen a great light: they that dwell 

in the land of the shadow of death, 

upon them hath the light shined.” 

This was fulfilled in the coming of 

Jesus Messiah for of that Light 

Paul wrote in II Corinthians 4:6, 

“…God, who commanded the light 

to shine out of darkness, hath 

shined in our hearts, to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory 

of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

A manifestation of God which can 

be seen. 

Finally in the Revelation 21:3 

we find a prophecy for the future 

though we experience a foretaste 

of this glory even now. “And I 

heard a great voice out of heaven 

saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 

Shekinah is not God 

Himself. Shekinah is 

the visible glory of 

God, either as a pillar 

of cloud, or as light.  
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God is with men, and he will dwell 

with them, and they shall be his 

people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God.” 

As I read Scripture New and 

Old, I find everywhere the mani-

festation of the Glory of God, al-

ways visible, usually a bright shin-

ing light, resting, abiding, fright-

ening, awe inspiring, comforting. 

This is not surprising for He is 

The Omnipresent God and His 

Glory is eternal. David ended his 

portion of the Psalms with 72:18–

19: “Blessed be the LORD God, the 

God of Israel, who only doeth won-

drous things. And blessed be his 

glorious name for ever: and let the 

whole earth be filled with his glo-

ry; Amen, and Amen.” 

Marcus Miller 

 

 

 

 

VOICES 

It was dark. Howling pierced 

the night and awoke us again. 

Yapping and barking, the coyotes 

carried on for a little and then 

were gone. We hear them often. 

We know they are close. But we 

have no fear of them. We’re famil-

iar with their noises. So snuggling 

back down under the warm blan-

kets we drifted back to sleep. A 

Scripture had come into our minds 

though, and it lingered. “Your ad-

versary the devil, as a roaring li-

on, walketh about, seeking whom 

he may devour” (I Pet. 5:8). 

The devil, our adversary, is af-

ter us. He is a predator. He is 

stalking. He is hunting. He is like 

those hungry coyotes seeking to 

devour. Do you think he is silent? 

Have you heard him make noise? 

The Bible says he is like a roaring 

lion. That infers noise and lots of 

it. A lion’s roar can be heard up to 

three miles away. What does Sa-

tan sound like? I believe we have 

heard him. The question is, how 

have I responded? Are we so famil-

iar with his callings and cries that 

we are not alarmed by them any-

more? Do we just snuggle up and 

go back to sleep, while he carries 

on, devouring us? Or are we alert, 

recognizing his voice can sound as 

sweet as honey to deceive us? Do 

we get up and chase that enemy of 

our souls away? Or do we let him 

stay around? Close, but out in the 

dark somewhere. Listen. What 

does he say? Yes, he howls and 

roars loudly at times through rock 

music and screaming crowds. In 

our lives though, maybe its softer, 

sweeter, and more subtle to our 

ears. He whispers to all of us—

youth, men, women, aged. He just 

wants us to get used to his caress-

ing voice and let it become a nor-

mal part of our lives. So what is he 

saying? Shhhh! Listen! Have you 

heard this before? 

• “Don’t listen to your parents. 

They don’t know what they’re 

VOICES 
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talking about anyway.” 

• “You need to be noticed.” 

• “You need to be more fashiona-

ble—go buy clothes that are in 

style.” 

• “If you are modest you will look 

frumpy.” 

• “You’re busy. Too busy to take 

time for others.” 

• “It won’t hurt you. Go ahead 

and take a second look, and a 

third.” 

• “You are bored. You need to en-

tertain yourself with games and 

movies.” 

• “Don’t even try singing. You 

can’t carry a tune anyway.” 

• “Consistency in lifestyle is over-

rated. Just wear plainer clothes 

to church and dress like the 

world later. It’s not that big of a 

deal, really.” 

• “You are just not a patient per-

son. You can’t be patient with 

your children.” 

• “Entertain your children with 

videos. It makes them easier to 

take care of.” 

• “Oops, you don’t really have 

enough money to give this 

month either.” 

• “You’re the best. You pretty 

much have it all together.” 

• “You are stupid. You can’t ever 

do anything right.” 

• “No time to read God’s Word—

maybe tomorrow you’ll have 

time.” 

• “If you paint yourself up, or at 

least look good on the outside, 

then you’ll feel good on the in-

side.” 

• “Follow the news—it’s good 

stuff.” 

• “Just sleep in again. There’s 

church next Sunday, too.” 

• “Your wife is so nagging and 

annoying. You can’t deal with it 

much longer.” 

• “Your husband is so slow and 

ignorant. Won’t he ever see it 

your way?” 

• “You’re too busy for your chil-

dren. They just kind of get in 

the way.” 

• “What you have really isn’t 

enough. You need more.” 

And we wonder why our lives 

are so full of material things. We 

wonder why our brains are so full 

of schedules. We wonder why we 

actually do fear the future. We 

wonder why our children are re-

bellious. We wonder why we have 

no peace. We wonder why our re-

lationships are strained. 

Isn’t there a better way? Have-

n’t we heard of a life of victory? Is 

it not possible to rise above all 

these whisperings of discourage-

ment and defeat? YES! It is possi-

ble! Sure, that wily wolf has 

words to offer, but the Lord Jesus 

has overcome him! With our lives 

truly hid in Christ, we can be vic-

torious over the voice of the devil. 

In communion daily with our 

Lord, we hear much sweeter 

tones. We hear reassurance and 

encouragement to help us through 

these battles of life! Listen! 
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• “Come unto me, all ye that la-

bour and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). 

“The very hairs of your head are 

numbered” (Matt. 10:30). 

• “He that findeth his life shall 

lose it: and he that loseth his life 

for my sake shall find it” (Matt. 

10:39). 

• “Whosoever shall give to drink 

unto one of these little ones a cup 

of cold water…he shall in no 

wise lose his reward” (Matt. 

10:42). 

• “Why are you fearful, O ye of 

little faith?” (Matt. 8:26) 

• “Take therefore no thought for 

the morrow: for the morrow 

shall take thought for the things 

of itself” (Matt. 6:34). 

• “Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Fa-

ther which is in heaven” (Matt. 

5:16). 

• “Ask, and it shall be given you; 

seek, and ye shall find; knock, 

and it shall be opened unto you: 

For every one that asketh re-

ceiveth; and he that seeketh 

findeth; and to him that knocketh 

it shall be opened” (Matt. 7:7–8). 

• “For whosoever exalteth himself 

shall be abased; and he that 

humbleth himself shall be exalt-

ed” (Luke 14:11). 

• “For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life. For God sent not his 

Son into the world to condemn 

the world; but that the world 

through him might be 

saved” (John 3:16–17). 

• “I am the bread of life: he that 

cometh to me shall never hun-

ger; and he that believeth on me 

shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 

• “If the Son therefore shall make 

you free, ye shall be free in-

deed” (John 8:36). 

• “Let not your heart be trou-

bled” (John 14:1). 

• “If ye love me, keep my com-

mandments” (John 14:15). 

• “Peace I leave with you, my peace 

I give unto to you: not as the 

world giveth, give I unto you. Let 

not your heart be troubled, nei-

ther let it be afraid” (John 14:27). 

• “For the Father himself loveth 

you, because ye have loved me, 

and have believed that I came 

out from God” (John 16:27). 

• “My kingdom is not of this 

world: if my kingdom were of 

this world, then would my serv-

ants fight” (John 18:36). 

Are your days filled with the 

evil allure of the adversary of your 

soul, whispering deceit in your 

ear? Or are you basking in the 

love of a risen Savior as He speaks 

comfort and peace to your heart? 

Melina Flory 

 

 

VOICES 



14 The Testimony 

“THAT JUST WOULDN’T 

BE RIGHT!” 

Those words just ring in my 
ears as I ponder the moment I 
heard them. He was just a little 
boy who looked to me with won-
dering eyes and ask the question, 
“Where is the end of the line?” 

“It’s way back there,” I said. 
“Why don’t you just go over there 
somewhere in the middle and you 
won’t have to wait so long.”  

He took off running but was 
soon back. He looked up at me and 
said, “That just wouldn’t be right.” 
“But,” I said, “You are only a little 
boy, and I think it would be okay.” 
So he took off running, but again 
soon returned. “I don’t think my 
mother would want me to do that.” 

Somewhat taken aback, I said, 
“Yes, you are right, and God bless 
you for standing for what is right.” 

What a lesson! As an older 
grandmother, I had given my per-
mission, and he refused. He had 
been taught well a lesson that will 
be his guide throughout his life. 

A lesson for us all! 

Carol Boone 
 

 

 

MODERN MIRACLE 

  A little boy once long ago, 
At even, ere the sun sank low, 
Freely offered his meager food, 
Which Thou didst take, and bless 

and break 
And with it fed the multitude. 

  Dear Lord, with like simplicity 
I bring and give my life to Thee, 
To bless and break as seems most good, 
Then of it take, for Thy dear sake, 
And use—to feed the multitude. 

—William Atherton 

THE GROUND, THE GROWING, 

THE HARVEST 

As spring awakens and 

thoughts turn to planting, I am 

thankful of the lessons learned in 

the sowing and planting of crops. I 

look forward to spring with a full 

heart. It’s a time of excitement, a 

time of challenges, a time of hope. 

Seeds are always planted with a 

hope for the future, a promise giv-

en that will bring forth a crop. 

“While the earth remaineth, seed-

time and harvest, and cold and 

heat, and summer and winter, and 

day and night shall not 

cease” (Gen. 8:22). The physical 

needs of a seed correlate to a spir-

itual seed as well. Are our earthly 

gardens, and farms tended and 

cared for as much as a spiritual 

garden? 

The Ground 

The ground has to be tilled and 

prepared; it needs to be ready to 

receive the words and seeds. As 

parents, leaders, and supporting 

community, are we tilling the 

ground and preparing the minds? 

We have this promise: “Train up a 

child in the way he should go: and 

when he is old, he will not depart 

from it” (Prov. 22:6). The ground 

needs to be hedged and protected 

from damage that could come. 

When the time is right, the seeds 

are sown into the ground. Some 

seeds sprout right away and in 

some, we see the results of good 

ground. Some seeds need contin-

ued ground work to sprout and 

come forth (Luke 8:9–14). If the 
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ground is not prepared for the 

seed the germination rate may not 

be optimal. 

The Growing 

The majority of the plant’s life 

and energy is going into to the 

growth and production of a fruit. Is 

our energy going into production of 

fruit in our spiritual gardens? As 

the growing starts you cannot im-

mediately weed out the unwanted 

seed from the garden. It would pull 

up, uprooting the tender young 

plants. As the good seeds grow and 

have taken root, one must weed the 

garden or else the good seed would 

be choked out. Can any of us re-

move a thistle without thinking 

about the fall in the garden? Let us 

pluck out our roots of bitterness “…

lest any root of bitterness springing 

up trouble you, and thereby many 

be defiled” (Heb. 12:15). Uproot 

those thistles of jealousness or cov-

etousness. Bind up the ragweed of 

our tongues so that our weed seeds 

don’t spread and infect others. “But 

those things which proceed out of 

the mouth come forth from the 

heart; and they defile the 

man” (Matt. 15:18). In the growing 

time we know the harvest is to 

come. Fertilize one another, build 

each other up; don’t sow your weed 

seed in your neighbor’s garden. 

Tend to your plants so that they 

are bringing forth fruit. Not every-

one’s garden will look the same; 

some will have many plants, some 

few, some big growth and some 

small. We are not to be judging 

others’ gardens; only the Gardener 

knows the produce. 

The Harvest 

The harvest is a time of separa-

tion—a time of rejoicing to see the 

yield that He has given. The har-

vest is the time of seeing the yield 

and the fruits of the labors. It is a 

separation of the chaff and the 

seed, the good and the bad seed. 

Are we ready for the harvest? 

“And, behold, I come quickly: and 

my reward is with me, to give eve-

ry man according as his work shall 

be” (Rev. 22:12). Do we have our 

weeds out of our ground? Weeds 

still will grow even at harvest 

time. Look into the corn fields at 

harvest. The weeds are green, the 

corn will be ripe. No matter what 

age our fields are, they still will 

have weeds. At harvest we see the 

production of a crop. Some grow-

ing seasons are short, some are 

long. Let us be prepared for the 

harvest. We know not what hour it 

will be. “He which testifieth these 

thing saith, Surely I come quick-

ly” (Rev. 22:20). 

As the farmer plants the seeds, 

he always has the harvest in 

mind; every action is measured, 

and weighted to allow for the best 

production. Are we as careful with 

our spiritual growth and farming 

as our physical gardens and fields? 

I challenge each of us that we be 

actively working in our soil, pre-

paring for the harvest to come. 

Sarah Garber 
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BEAUTY FOR ASHES 

This title sounds kind of far out. 

We may wonder if it is possible to 

turn ugly ashes into something 

beautiful. But Isaiah 61:3 men-

tions this. It even tells about giv-

ing joy for mourning. There is 

nothing beautiful about ashes.  We 

have seen fires that have de-

stroyed homes, forests, and about 

anything imaginable. So how is it 

possible to make something beau-

tiful that has been completely de-

stroyed and nothing left but ash-

es? What about mentally? Is this 

possible? 

The Bible tells about several 

people that sat in sackcloth and 

ashes. The Bible mentions this 

phrase in eight separate places.  

We don’t know what sackcloth 

looks like, but it probably would 

do all of us some good to experi-

ence it in a way that we can truly 

repent. We live in the day of grace 

because Grace came from heaven, 

in the person of Jesus, and died. 

But hallelujah! The grave was not 

able to hold Him! Neither could 

mortality touch Him because He 

was God in the flesh, and God has 

no part of mortality. God is in 

heaven, and nothing pertaining to 

mortality can abide there. 

When people sat in sackcloth 

and ashes they had something on 

their hearts that caused them to 

be there. However, it is possible 

for people to sit in sackcloth and 

ashes with a joyful spirit, rejoicing 

because of the good things that 

have been bestowed upon them. 

Especially something from our 

Heavenly Father. Sitting in sack-

cloth and ashes might be a tradi-

tion of the past, but today we have 

only to come to the throne of grace 

and we pour out our heart to our 

Almighty God in prayer. He has 

promised to hear us day and night, 

and forgive us our trespasses. Sin 

is ashes.  It is best to sit wearing 

sackcloth in private and in a quiet 

place. Enter into your own closet, 

and God will hear you. Sitting 

with ashes on your head would 

certainly call attention to yourself. 

We are thinking about ashes 

primarily in this article, but sack-

cloth is mentioned many times 

along with ashes in the Bible.  

Sackcloth is a loose knit cloth that 

is used for bagging. You would be 

able to see through it easily. 

We humans think that getting 

old is like ashes. Not in God’s 

sight. Far from it, especially in 

righteousness. Yeshua remembers 

us even when our minds and bod-

ies decay. Praise His Holy Name! 

An Israeli woman (not Jewish) 

claims that Yeshua is God’s name. 

It would be like someone calling 

you “human” instead of your 

name. We thought that was inter-

esting. The authors believe it is 

very appropriate to address God 

by the name God, for the Bible is 

full of the name God: “In the be-

ginning God…” 

Below is an analogy of “beauty 

for ashes.” 

Maybe you have had something 

happen to you, that cannot seem 

like a good thing (like losing an 

eye). Let’s liken that to two eggs in 

a mixing bowl. Next let’s think of a 

disease you have as one-half cup of 

sugar. Add two cups of flour, which 
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represents a rebellious child. We 

need to add some unsweetened 

chocolate, which represents a dis-

pute with your companion. Now 

add one half cup of oil which you 

can equate to whatever you can 

think of.  Maybe your knees aren’t 

too great. Last but not least, put in 

one fourth teaspoon of salt, which 

represents a facial scar. It might 

take a few more ingredients, but 

these are the basics. 

Would anyone eat any of these 

ingredients one by one?  Oil would 

not be good for your stomach. Nei-

ther would eating some unsweet-

ened chocolate  which is very bit-

ter. Two raw eggs? Flour? No. 

Salt, 1/4 teaspoon at once? Not a 

chance. 

 But let’s try stirring these all 

together in this mixing bowl. Now 

it is looking better. We might even 

consider licking the beaters and 

the mixing bowl after everything 

is added. Pour this mixture in a 

cake pan and bake for thirty 

minutes, and soon the aroma 

smells good. Open the oven and 

out comes something beautiful. 

Very likely a chocolate cake. 

Perhaps this is a poor analogy of 

something that is like ashes turn-

ing into something beautiful. 

The same thing can be said 

about turning sorrow into joy. 

Jesus was bruised, beaten, and 

had His hair plucked; scourged for 

our iniquities and when He was 

crucified the apostles and His fol-

lowers  were devastated. 

Satan, the high priest, the Phar-

isees and the mob certainly 

thought they made ashes of Him. 

Remember Isaiah 53: “There is no 

beauty that we should desire him.”  

Isaiah told about this event seven 

hundred years before it happened. 

But God.  It just seems like Isaiah 

was transported to be there. 
Jeremiah 6 mentioned sackcloth 

and wallowing in ashes for the 
calamity that will soon come upon 
them, because of not turning their 

hearts back to the One who would 
forgive them. 

Jeremiah was known as the 
weeping prophet. His favorite 
place to weep was on a knoll out-
side of Jerusalem. Can you guess 
where that knoll was?  Henry 
Halley tells in his Handbook it 
was the very place called Golgo-
tha. This weeping happened 600  
years before Jesus was crucified. 
Isn’t it amazing how God con-
nects the dots? We are not sure 
how or where Jeremiah died, but 
we believe God has a place for 
him in that glory land. How 
about us? 

When the apostles saw Jesus 
after He was raised from the dead, 
they were completely overcome 
with Joy. The ashes were certainly 
beautiful, when this happened. 

Matthew 11:21 says, “Woe unto 

thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, 

Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, 

which were done in you, had been 

done in Tyre and Sidon, they 

would have repented long ago in 

sackcloth and ashes.” 

Maybe our lives are such that 

we have experienced some trage-

dies. God has allowed these things 

to happen that we might be made 

stronger in Him. We have wit-

nessed pain in people that has 

caused them to remember who 

BEAUTY FOR ASHES 
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their Great Creator is. Don’t be on 

the other side of this equation and 

turn bitter and blame God for our 

problems. That would be very sot-

tish. (Jeremiah 4:22 uses the word 

“sottish.”) This is exactly what Sa-

tan wants. 

We think that discouragement 

is one of the biggest tools in Sa-

tan’s tool bag. He doesn’t always 

use it on those that have commit-

ted adultery or covetousness or 

other rebellion acts. But he is 

working hard on the believers. 

That is a victory for him if he can 

cause you to fall into sin. Can Sa-

tan turn something beautiful into 

ashes? You think about it. 

An unsaved soul would look to 

the life of a Christian like it is pos-

sibly ashes but if that person re-

pents and is baptized, it would 

look like something beautiful. 

“Precious in the sight of the LORD 

is the death of His Saints.” Can we 

believe this? 

Isaiah 61:3 says, “To appoint 

unto them that mourn in Zion, to 

give unto them beauty for ashes, 

the oil of joy for mourning, the 

garment of praise for the spirit of 

heaviness; that they might be 

called trees of righteousness, the 

planting of the LORD, that he 

might be glorified.” 

Please consider becoming beau-

tiful trees of righteousness 

Marshall and Rosalene Dutter 

 

 

DAYDREAMS OF A  

DISHWASHER 

Living by myself for some years, 

I have gleaned a few lessons from 

the simple task of dish washing. 

Let’s explore five simple state-

ments, and how washing dishes 

can teach us about life. 

1) Chaos Magnifies Our  

Discouragement. 

When I walk in the door, after a 

hard day’s work, to see a kitchen 

table piled high with dirty dishes 

of a week gone by, a sink so full I 

can’t tell where the funny smell is 

coming from, and counters so full 

there is no place to set anything, 

my tendency is to sigh, remind 

myself I am a terrible housekeep-

er, and try to forget that I should 

do the dishes. With this feeling of 

failure, my food choices are more 

likely to be unhealthy, and my 

activities less profitable. 

I think of the church at Corinth, 

and the disorder of gluttony and 

hunger existing at the same table. 

How discouraging. Hear Paul say-

ing to them, “Let all things be 

done decently and in order.” Imag-

ine the scene as the rich brother, 

heeding counsel, shares with the 

poor, and a peaceful and enjoyable 

communion follows. We won’t go 

into the feelings that surround the 

chaos in my car, bedroom or job 

site. However, where there is cha-
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os there will be discouragement. 

2) Beginning Precedes Any  

Accomplishment. 

This is pretty basic, but very 

real. I can sit in my recliner, sip-

ping iced coffee, out of a dirty 

glass, and the cares slip away. But 

not very far! As soon as I look 

through the door into the kitchen I 

am reminded that the dishes need 

washed. I may know it, I may be-

lieve it, but until I start they don’t 

get done. A wise woman once told 

me, “Don’t wait to feel good to do 

something, Do something to feel 

good.” If I sit in my recliner, or 

pace the floor, waiting to feel like 

doing the dishes, they will never 

get done. Twelve priests had to 

have their ankles wet before God 

started piling the flood waters of 

Jordan! 

3) Light Clarifies the Situation 

There is a little florescent light 

right above my kitchen sink. 

Somehow turning that light on 

changes things. Instead of seeing 

chaos, dirt, and disgustingness, I 

see the gleam of stainless steel, 

the Dawn of dish soap, and the 

potential for clean dishes. Just 

turning on the light does not wash 

the dishes, but it improves my at-

titude. When we allow the Light of 

Jesus to shine into our sin-sick 

hearts, it is preparation for 

Cleansing in His Blood. Also when 

everything is clean, the light, shin-

ing, displays the glory of a clean 

kitchen, just like the Light of Je-

sus shining in a sanctified life, 

displays the Glory of God. 

4) Motion Increases Ones 

Motivation. 

Picture yourself on your knees 

sucking dirt out of a corner with 

the shop vac. A piece of dirt on the 

edge of the field of suction, slowly 

draws in and rapidly disappears 

up the hose. When I get started 

washing dishes it is easier to keep 

going, and the more I get done, the 

more I want to finish. In reality I 

enjoy washing dishes. The hard 

part is getting started. So it is 

when our hearts get dirty, it is 

easiest to leave them dirty. Once 

we decide to find cleansing, and 

begin moving closer to Jesus, it is 

easier to keep going, and the clos-

er we get to Heaven, the stronger 

our desire to finish the race. 

5) Cleanliness Encourages 

Proper Conduct 

When I wake up and walk into a 

clean kitchen, my desire to make a 

breakfast and pack a lunch is 

stronger; my ability to get things 

done is greater; and my attitude 

about the day more lively. When I 

enter that Sanctuary of Orderli-

ness after a hard day’s work, I am 

more prone to fix a decent meal, 

and engage in wholesome activi-

DAYDREAMS OF A DISHWASHER 
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ties. What about a clean car or an 

orderly job site? I believe that the 

desire for cleanliness is part of a 

sanctified life, and natural tidi-

ness will enhance spiritual disci-

pline. 

Wrapping Up 

My mind goes to the song, “I 

think of a city I have not seen, ex-

cept in my hours of dreaming…” 

and I ponder how Jesus taught us 

to pray, “Thy will be done in earth 

as it is in heaven.” We look for-

ward, with great anticipation to, 

no tears, no pain, no dirty dishes. 

Are we working to make these a 

reality on earth? Let us join to-

gether with God to Eliminate the 

Chaos, to Begin the Work, to Light 

the Way, to Move Toward Motiva-

tion, and to Live Clean, that we 

may Inspire Good Conduct. 

Reuben J Shankster 

 

 

Jesus taught and lived a life of de-
fenselessness. That is, not resisting 
evil, but committing Himself to the 
Father (I Pet. 2:23). 
1. As we face choices, is it safe to 
ask, “What would Jesus do?” 
2. What should you do if you are 
wronged in an unreasonable way? 
3. What did Jesus do? 
4. What should you do if you are 
living in a country where there is a 
great political division? 
5. What did Jesus do? 

7. What did Jesus do? 
8. What should you do if your per-
sonal or national enemy threatens 
you or your family? 
9. What did Jesus do? 
10. What should you do if your 
ideas and words are made fun of? 
11. What did Jesus do?  
12. What should you do if your rep-
utation is damaged in front of all? 
13. What did Jesus do? 
14. What should you do if you are 
betrayed by your friend? 
15. What did Jesus do? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

A dog is a comfort because he knows you are sad but doesn’t ask why. 

You can’t know where to go if you don’t know where you’ve been. 

Don’t expect to always see the harvest of your prayers. 

It is possible to have an opinion without thinking. 

We often hear what we want to hear. 

Sin and obedience are choices. 

Live simply and humbly. 
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YOUR GRACE IS HOPE 

A flower in the midst of snow; 

A rainbow in the midst of rain; 

A spark of hope in the midst of pain— 

The quiet peace in a moonlight 

glow— 

That’s what Your grace is to me. 

 

Sunshine after a cloudy day; 

Music that opens torrents of emo-

tion, 

The beauty of the breaking wave 

as it rushes with the ocean; 

Sitting in a peaceful way— 

That gives me hope. 

 

I’ve fallen and I’ve failed you; 

You show me carefully where I’ve fallen, 

And you pick me gently up again. 

You set me once more to follow You— 

This reminds me I have a second 

chance. 

 

Another chance; You’ve picked me up; 

You’ve sparked hope; You’ve 

planted peace; 

You’ve destroyed pride, and 

Put humility and thankfulness in 

its place— 

For Your grace is hope. 

 

K’Tiera Richardson 

 

DEAR CHILDREN 

God made your mind for you to use, 
So, will you win? Or will you lose? 

God left it up to you to choose, 
I’ll tell you Who to take with you! 

God made you ears for you to hear, 

Hear about Jesus and not fear! 
All of the Bible—hold it dear! 

Children, you’ll have nothing to fear! 

God made your eyes to hold “wonder,” 

To see the lightning, hear the thunder! 

He knows all of the things you ponder, 
He’ll lift you up, not push you under! 

God made your mouth to taste and see 

All vegetables and fruits on trees, 

Now let your lips be “evil-free,” 
Kept pure for what God’s planned for thee. 

God’s made the workings of our hands, 

To do the work we understand, 
And help our Jesus when we can 

May Jesus help to guide those hands! 

May God help, too, to guide your feet 

Where’re you go, and whom you greet, 

The friends you learn, and those 
you meet, 

Twill guide you to His Golden Street. 

God made each person, He made YOU! 
And from the beginning He knew YOU! 

Now from above, He cares for YOU! 

So keep yourself for Him—be TRUE! 

Vicki Witmer 
 

Poems 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL NOTICE  

We are making our call for subscriptions for the year 2020 at this 
time. The rate continues at $20 per year. The subscription price for each 
subscriber should be received by December 1, 2019, from the District 
Agents. Each District Agent should include an updated list of subscrib-
ers, with their addresses. Individual subscriber’s subscription payments 
should be received by December 1, 2019, as well, if possible, for the 2020 
subscription year. 
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THE ABUNDANCE OF THINGS 

How often we mortals in this land which we dwell 
Are engulfed so completely with “things,”  
Forgetting too often as we live day by day 
The bountiful blessings God brings. 

If we lived in the lands where the men wish to rend 
All the ethnic groups dwelling around,  
Or in African lands where people are poor— 
Great suffering and hunger abound. 

If we lived in Iran where the ruler dictates  
The activities of those in his land, 
Or in China where Bibles are hidden from those 
Who would take them away by command; 

Then perhaps all the “things” so important to us  
Would recede to the back of our mind, 
And the thoughts uppermost, no doubt, more would be  
On the Giver of blessings most kind. 

We doubtless would wonder if our home was just right  
For the company expected to come, 
Or whether the food being served to the guests  
Was tasteful and perfectly done. 

Nor would we be pondering if the clothes that we wear  
Would impress all our friends that we meet;  
With conveyances used to go to and fro 
We’d no longer desire to compete. 

The places we go to relax from our toil 
We’d delete from our plans for the year.  
We’d be thankful for rags to clothe our frail frames 
And for scraps to sustain those so dear. 

What a pleasure it’d be if brethren would come  
In the secret of darkness of night 
To encourage and expound on the joys of God’s Word—  
Then must leave before found in the light. 

So in our abundance remember that “things”  
Can swiftly be taken from men, 
And only the thought that remains then will be 
For the Christian—the promise of Heaven. 

Always think on the points that eternal life gives, 
And the “things” of this world will then fade;  
For all that we’ll have if we’re chosen for Heaven 
Are the treasures up There we have laid. 

Juel Durham  
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KOBLE —  Esther A. (Boyd), 

daughter of Martin and Verna 
(Beahm) Boyd was born February 7, 
1917 near Beatrice, Nebraska. She 
departed this life April 25, 2019, in 
her home in Flora, Indiana, at the 
age of 102 years, 2 months, and 18 
days. 

As a small child, she moved from 
Nebraska to Tippecanoe County, 
Indiana, residing on a farm near 
Heath and Buck Creek. She attend-
ed the Whistler and Monitor schools. 

At the age of 16, she was baptized 
into the Old German Baptist Church 
by Brother Ed Miller, in which she 
remained faithful. 

On July 16, 1935, she was united 
in marriage to E. Dale Koble in 
Tippecanoe County. They lived to-
gether on a small farm in Clinton 
County, raised their family, and en-
joyed wintering in Florida for many 
years. They moved to Flora, Indiana, 
in November 2000. This union was 
broken by Dale’s passing in March of 
2001 after 66 years of marriage. 

Esther was a talented quilter and 
storyteller. She loved singing and 
was given the talent of a rich clear 
soprano voice. She entertained 
young and old alike with stories 
from her life, and she had quite a 
collection of them. Her life spanned 
two world wars and seventeen presi-
dents. She lived through the Great 
Depression, before Social Security, 
automobiles, and airplanes. Trans-
portation went from horse and bug-
gy, to men on the moon, and beyond. 
She saw many major changes in the 
world during her life, and she lived 
that life to the fullest. Her hands 
were seldom idle as she was busy 
sewing, quilting, crocheting, garden-
ing, tending to her flowers, baking, 

and enjoying her ever-growing fami-
ly. Many there are who called her 
Grandma or Mother “E” that were 
not her relatives. If you met as 
strangers, you left as friends. 

Preceding her in death were her 
husband Dale; her parents; a young 
sister, Beulah; 2 brothers, Lawrence 
Boyd (wife Edith) and Wayne Boyd 
(wife Joan); and sister, Mary Lois 
(husband Melvin Miller); and great-
grandson, Tyler Trent. 

Surviving are her children, John 
R. (wife Myriam), Ronald D. (wife 
Linda L.) Glenna M. Trent (husband 
Martin), Keith C. (wife Jacquelyn), 
Joan S.; 11 grandchildren; 30 great-
grandchildren; and a great-great-
grandchild. 

Services were conducted at the 
Bachelor Run Old German Baptist 
Church in Flora, Indiana with Mel-
vin Mohler, Richard Skiles and Dale 
Long officiating. Interment was in 
the Middlefork cemetery near Ros-
sville, Indiana, with Gary Koble offi-
ciating. 

The Family 
 

METZGER — David Junior, the 
middle child of David and Frances 
(Eikenberry) Metzger, was born Oc-
tober 11, 1934, in Pratt, Kansas. He 
passed peacefully into the presence 
of the Lord on June 3, 2019, at the 
age of 84 years and 7 months. 

He grew up surrounded by wheat 
fields and learned very early in life 
the joys and challenges of farming, 
harvesting, and machine mainte-
nance. He placed his faith in Jesus 
Christ and was baptized on June 10, 
1951. He was a member of the Old 
German Baptist Brethren Church, 
New Conference. 

He asked Gladys Ione Kinzie for 

Obituaries 
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their first date on the porch of the 
Modesto church, and he held a spe-
cial fondness of that porch the rest 
of his life. David and Gladys were 
married in Kansas, where they both 
lived, on October 22, 1952. To this 
marriage were born two daughters: 
Doris Lavonne, and Denise Eileen.  

Winters were long in Kansas, 
with little to keep an ambitious 
young farmer busy, so they moved to 
California in January 1960. Soon 
after moving, he put into action his 
dream of flying, and he and his fam-
ily and friends enjoyed many trips 
in his plane over the next thirty 
years. 

In his later years, David became 
increasingly interested in following 
world events, especially as they re-
lated to prophecy, and anticipated 
the day when the Lord would come 
for him. He was admitted to the hos-
pital one week prior to his depar-
ture. During that time, he made the 
comment that he wished he could 
just fly away. When he took his final 
flight two days later, he was freed 
from the restrictions of his earthly 
body and is now enjoying a new 
spring in his step as he walks with 
the One who gave him his first 
breath. 

David was preceded in death by 
his parents, David and Frances 
Metzger; his father-in-law Guy Kin-
zie; his mother-in-law, Hazel Kinzie; 
step-mother-in-law, Verna Kinzie; 
brothers-in-law, Chester Wagoner, 
Stanley Filbrun, Harold E. Miller, 
and Wayne Knaus; and sister-in-

law, Margaret Miller. He is survived 
by his wife, Gladys; his daughter, 
Doris Metzger, daughter and son-in-
law, Denise and Robert Wurm; his 
sister, Joan Wagoner; sister and 
brother-in-law, Betty and Delphus 
Eichman; sisters-in-law, Wilma Fil-
brun and Della Knaus; step-
grandchildren, and many nieces and 
nephews.  

A funeral service was held on 
June 13, 2019, at the Old German 
Baptist Brethren Church, N.C., 
Modesto, California, with interment 
following at the Wood Colony Ceme-
tery, in Modesto. 

The Family 
 

MILLER — Charles E., at the age 
of 88 peacefully passed away on 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019, at St. Rita’s 
Medical Center. He was born on 
September 18, 1930, in Lima, Ohio, 
to Elmer and Ruth (Hartman) Miller 
who preceded him in death. 

He was baptized into Jesus 
Christ, becoming a member of the 
Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church in July of 1951, in which he 
remained faithful. On November 11, 
1950, he was joined in marriage to 
Lucille Peters who preceded him in 
death on August 12, 2010. 

He is survived by two daughters, 
Barb Montgomery of Wapakoneta, 
Ohio, Bonnie (Doug) Balsbaugh of 
Englewood, Ohio; one son, Eugene 
(Sue) Miller of Columbus Grove, 
Ohio; seven grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren; one brother. 
Ralph (Beth) Miller of Bluffton, 
Ohio; two brothers-in-law, Carl 
Wagoner of Covington, Ohio, and 
Donald (Beverly) Peters of Elkhart, 
Indiana; three sisters-in-law, Elsie 
Flory of Covington, Ohio, Mary Jane 
Flory of Elida, Ohio, and Virginia 
(Allan) Miller of Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 

He was preceded in death by a 

OBITUARIES 
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grandson, Josh Miller; one brother, 
Donald (Luttie) Miller; two sisters, 
Elsie (Robert) Kirkendall and 
Marcille I. (Donald) Flora; brothers- 
and sisters-in-law, Raymond 
(Evelyn) Peters, Hazel Wagoner, 
Dorothy Miller, John Flory, Howard 
Flory, and David Peters. 

Dad’s passion was selling cars to 
his many friends, hunting, fishing, 
and spending time with his church 
family at Ash Grove. He enjoyed life 
to the fullest in his many travels, 
and looked forward to meeting his 
Savior. 

Funeral services were held in the 
Ash Grove meetinghouse on July 15 
by the home brethren. Burial was in 
the Ash Grove Cemetery, Allen 
County, Ohio. 

We look forward in hope with the 
promise of the Resurrection and 
meeting again in heaven where we 
shall part no more. 

The Family 
 

MILLER — Margaret Lucy 
(Kinzie), daughter of Amos and 
Susie (Boyd) Kinzie, was born on 
July 2, 1915, in Virginia, Nebraska. 

She peacefully passed from this 
life on June 16, 2019, at Milner As-
sisted Living, Rossville, Indiana, at 
the age of 103 years, 11 months, and 
14 days. 

Margaret was united in marriage 
with Elmer E. Miller on September 
4, 1938, near Delphi, Indiana, at the 
home of the bride. They were bap-
tized, becoming members of the Old 
German Baptist Brethren Church 
on April 24, 1938, in which they re-
mained faithful until death. 

In 1940 they moved to the family 
farm in Carroll County, Indiana, 
where they spent the rest of their 
married life. She was a homemaker 
and helped her husband on the 
farm. They enjoyed nearly 75 years 

together. 
Margaret is survived by 3 daugh-

ters, Loretta (Gerald) Flora, Judy 

(Max) Welk, and Joyce (Rick) Root; 2 

sisters-in-law, Lydia Kinzie and 

Faye Kessler; 8 grandchildren; 3 

step-grandchildren; 23 great-

grandchildren; 15 step-great-

grandchildren; 35 great-great-

grandchildren; and 4 step-great-

great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her 

husband; her brother, Everett Kin-

zie; sister and brother-in-law, Edna 

and John Beery; brothers-in-law, 

Robert Miller and Calvin Kessler; 

son-in-law, Doran Hufford; grand-

daughter-in-law, Kathy Hufford; a 

great-great-grandchild; and 2 step-

great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held at the 

North Fork meetinghouse on June 

20, by Elders John Hess and Melvin 

Mohler. Thoughts were taken from 

II Timothy 4:6–8. 

A burial service by Elder Jay Bru-

baker followed in the North Fork 

cemetery. 

Precious memories, how they linger!  

How they ever flood my soul! 

In the stillness of the midnight. 

Precious sacred scenes unfold. 

The Family 

 

FLORA — Amos was born on June 

25, 1924, to Alfred and Lula 

(Hodges) Flora in Flora, Indiana, 

where he lived his entire life. He 

was called to his eternal home on 

July 8, 2019, at the age of 95 years 

and 13 days. 
On December 18, 1946, he was 

joined in marriage to Anna Lou 
Scholl. In 1958 they were baptized 
into the Old German Baptist Breth-
ren Church. Amos worked at the 
Green Tree Elevator in Flora as a 

October, 2019 
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young man until the death of his 
father, when he and Anna Lou took 
over the family farm. 

Their home was blessed with a 
son, Mark and wife Evelyn (Flora), 

and a daughter, Janice and husband 
Merl Knaus. He is survived by his 
children; one sister, Naomi Jenkins; 

and sister-in-law, Marjorie Scholl, 
all of Flora. 

He also leaves to mourn his pass-

ing 8 grandchildren, Eric and Jolene 
Flora, Jennifer and Derek Fisher, 
Alan and Nicole Flora, Marla and 

Curtis Wray, Stephen Knaus, Jo-
hanna and Phillip Jones, Clinton 
and Jenni Knaus, and Kevin and 

Bethany Knaus; and 15 great-
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his 
wife; one brother, Lewis Flora; 4 sis-

ters, Merle and Jesse Metzger, Mar-
tha and Clarence Yoder, Mary and 
Lucian Eller, and Elizabeth and 

Floyd Wagoner; and two brothers-in-
law, Robert Scholl and Carl Jenkins. 

Amos gave lots of special love and 
care to Anna Lou after she was diag-
nosed with rheumatoid arthritis in 

1954 until her passing in 2002. After 
retiring from farming, Amos spent a 
lot of time woodworking and ponder-
ing the mysteries and beauties of 
God’s creation. He was an avid read-
er of Lincoln history, often quoting 
the Gettysburg Address to visitors. 
As his health declined, Amos re-
ceived much comfort from the 
anointing. As he patiently awaited 
the call to go home and spend eterni-
ty with God, he was cheered by visits 
from friends and family. 

On July 14, 2019, the children 
and grandchildren met in the home 
of his son for a short family service 
followed with a funeral service in 
the Flora Old German Baptist 
Brethren meetinghouse conducted 
by the home brethren. 

Burial was at the Maple Lawn 
Cemetery east of Flora. 

As he closed the writings in his 
journal that he left us he wrote: 
“The Lord has been good to me, and 
I can look back and see, that I have 
been in His mercy all the days of my 
life. Blessed be His name forever.” 

The Family 
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