
…of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.”  Psalm 19:7 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 “Let Us Now Go”  

 “And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds  

said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing  

which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.”   Luke 2:15 

Let sages search for wisdom;  

Let priests their rituals keep;  

Let Herods reign in splendor  

 While shepherds watch the sheep.  

To Us the choral anthems,  

To Us the heavenly throng,  

To Us the angels’ praises  

   Gave glory by their song.  

Now see those flocks forsaken;  

Now view the hastened course,  

Now past the slumbering masses,  

   This trek without remorse.  

Go while the glow yet lingers;  

Go quickly through the night;  

Go search the darkened village  

   Till eyes behold the sight.  

Returning, filled with rapture,  

With hearts and souls aglow,  

This witness to the rabble  

   Propels—Let Us Now Go!  

Curt Wagoner  

“…they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they 

that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.”    Luke 2:17–18 
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“All that the 

Father giveth 

me shall come 

to me; and 

h im tha t 

cometh to me 

I will in no 

wise cast out.” 

John 6:37 
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Editorial 

IDENTITY IN CHRIST 
LUKE 2:11 

A definition of identity is who 
you are, the way you think about 
yourself, the way you are viewed 
by others, and the characteristics 
or principles that define you.  We 
realize that many or most of our 
decisions we make are greatly in-
fluenced by our identity. Our 
world view, our attitudes, our val-
ue of what is right or wrong, true 
or false, and our personal beliefs 
influence both our self identity 
and social identity. Could it be 
that our identity is, in reality, an 
attitude of the heart rather than 
an outward appearance? But what 
we are on the outside could indi-
cate somewhat our inner identity, 
and our outward appearance influ-
ences to some degree our inner 
identity.   

Let’s explore three identities of 
the Bethlehem Babe as found in 
Luke 2:11. 

“For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Sav-
ior, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Luke 2:11 

#1  A Savior 

The identification as a Savior or 
deliverer is one of acceptance.  “For 
the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost”  (Luke 
19:10). He also came for those who 
were perhaps unwanted and avoid-
ed.  “They that are whole have no 
need of the physician, but they 
that are sick:  I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance” (Mark 2:17).   

We are accepted in Him accord-

ing to Paul’s letter to the Ephesian 
church—”…he hath made us ac-
cepted in the beloved”  (Eph. 1:6).  
We belong, we have family, we are 
His, the “called out.” We are His 
church. We are delivered or re-
deemed in Him according to Peter 
“…with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blem-
ish and without spot” (I Pet. 1:19). 
He bought us back from sin’s pris-
on to the freedom we experience in 
Him.  We are preserved in Him, 
safe in His hand.  “My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand” (John 10:29).  We have 
blessed assurance as we dwell in 
the safety and freedom of our Fa-
ther’s hand.   We, as born-again 
believers, find our assurance, ac-
ceptance, and identity in Jesus our 
Savior. 

#2 Christ 

The identification as Christ, the 
anointed one, the Messiah from 
God, speaks to us of access to our 
creator God.  Even into His very 
presence, presented to Him spot-
less through Christ  (Eph. 5:27). 

We have the privilege and bless-
ing to come boldly, or with great 
confidence, unto the throne of 
grace, into the very presence of 
our Father, through Christ  (Heb. 
4:16).  Timothy’s letter indicates 
there is only one mediator or in-
tercessor between God and man, 
that being Christ Jesus (I Tim. 
2:5).  As we come unto our Father 
through prayer we have the assur-
ance from Jesus that He will re-
spond (John 16:23).  Our pleas un-
to Him, our thankfulness unto 

IDENTITY IN CHRIST—LUKE 2:1 
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Seasonal 

WHAT A THRILLING 
NAME! 

Every time you hear a name, 
your thoughts do something. Your 
mind goes somewhere. There are 
lovely names. There are pretty 
names. There are new names we 
have never heard before. And 
there are old names that bring to 
mind a grandfather or  grand-
mother, or some character in a 
story that we have read.  

 There are names that are cho-
sen because they have a distinc-
tive ring, or that have been in the 
family for many years. Names of-
ten have some special purpose or 
meaning. 

In the Gospel of Luke the story 
of the birth of Jesus begins with 
the account of the angel coming to 
Mary and telling her she would 
have a son. As she questioned the 

angel, she was told these words, 
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son 
of God” (Luke 1:35). 

What wonderful news for a 
young virgin in Israel! Mary was 
overwhelmed, and offered up 
praise to  God as she contemplated 
this marvelous thing. She was to 
play a part in something that God 
was doing, and though she could 
not comprehend what all this 
might be, she knew that God was 
preparing to bless His people in a 
wonderful way.  

Just how great was this blessing 
from God to be? How was He going 
to bless them? Who was this little 
child to be? More answers came 
when an angel was sent to Joseph 
(Matt. 1:22–23). After relating the 

Him, and intercessory prayers are 
very meaningful to Him.  Praise 
Him, He hears and cares!   He is 
the Christ, the anointed of God, 
our High Priest interceding on our 
behalf (Heb. 7:25). Also, He pleads 
our case, “our advocate” before the 
throne of God  (I John 2:1). 

#3 The Lord 

As the angel of the Lord called 
Jesus “Lord,” he is referring to one 
who is to be over all, in absolute 
control, preeminent in all areas of 
life, Lord of all.  Romans 12:1 in-
structs us to present our bodies 
(our all) a living sacrifice, present 
them holy and acceptable unto 
God, just a reasonable service.  
Colossians 1:18 instructs that in 
all things He might have the 
preeminence. Do we belong to 
Him? Is our body His temple? 

Does His Word influence our every 
decision? 

May we again be softened by 
the account of an innocent little 
baby in Bethlehem’s lowly man-
ger, Immanuel, God with us.  Our 
encouragement in this Christmas 
season is that we find our identity 
in Jesus Christ, first of all, of 
course, our self identity, then our 
family identity, and our church 
family identity.  As His Spirit 
bears witness with our spirit that 
we are His and He is ours only 
then are we fully able to spread 
the “Good Tidings of Great Joy.” 

May we find and/or continue 
our identity in “a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.” 

Christmas Blessings,  

Dean Kinsley 
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account of Joseph’s dream the 
writer Matthew says, “Now all 
this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying, Be-
hold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanu-
el, which being interpreted is, God 
with us.” [Emphasis mine.] 

“God With Us” 

What a thrill is felt as we give 
thought to the meaning of the 
name, “Emmanuel!” “God with 
us!” This gives glorious dimension 
to what God was planning to do, 
as He gave the news to the virgin 
Mary. God was coming down to 
dwell among men! And as we read 
on through the Gospels, this gives 
a new perspective to the consider-
ation of this One, Jesus, as He 
walked among men. Several times 
the people marveled at Him as He 
worked miracles, and the question 
was asked, “Who is this…?” Who 
is this One who came and walked 
those dusty roads of Galilee and 
Samaria? Who is the One who 
healed, and who taught? Should 
His words be important to me? 
Should His teachings regarding 
holiness and obedience be sacred 
to my heart? What should His life 
example mean to me? He spoke 
words regarding the way we would 
be judged in the last day. What 
should those words mean to me? 
Should I be able to understand the 
Father in Heaven better by seeing 
the life of this One, Jesus? What 
am I to learn from this name, 
“Emmanuel”? 

The meaning of this name 
agrees completely with the words 
that we find in all the Gospels and 
epistles on several occasions. No-
tice the testimony that comes from 
the Scriptures: 

• “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God” (John 1:1). 

• “I and my Father are one” (John 
10:30). 

• “That all men should honor the 
son, even as they honor the Fa-
ther…” (John 5:23). 

• “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was, I 
am” (John 8:58). 

• “He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father” (John 14:9). 

• “God was manifest in the 
flesh…”  (I Tim. 3:16). 

• “..we are in him that is true, even 
in his Son Jesus Christ. This is 
the true God…”  (I John 5:20). 

One of the most blessed truths in 
the New Testament is that “God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself…” (II Cor. 5:19). He is 
“the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the 
word of his power…” (Heb. 1:3). 

This is Jesus! This is God! And 
He came to be with us! 

This truth has so much meaning 
and importance in the Christmas 
story! And not only this, but as we 
then read the record of Jesus’ life 
and ministry, those things are also 
all made richer by the knowledge 
of Who He is! When He taught the 
people, and clarified the real 
meaning of the Law that they had 
kept, He was God. When He 
taught them new precepts that 
would govern His new kingdom on 
earth in the hearts of men, He was  
God. When He taught how to live, 
and how to be ready and watchful 
for His Coming, He was God. And 
when He comforted His people, 
and gave them pure words of grace 
and mercy that they heard gladly, 
He was God. “God was manifest in 
the flesh…” 

WHAT A THRILLING NAME! 
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Worthy of Worship 

And worship Him they did! 
They appeared above the open 
field on the night of Jesus’ birth. 
They were praising God and say-
ing, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to-
ward men.” And as they went 
away then into Heaven, do you 
suppose their worship and praise 
ceased? Verily not. The command 
from the Throne was, “Let all the 
angels of God worship Him.”  

The Child Jesus was wor-
shipped by the shepherds. He was 
worshipped by Joseph and Mary. 
He was worshipped by the men 
who came from the east. He was 
worshipped by Simeon, and by 
Anna, and no doubt by those who 
Anna told, for it is said that she 
“spake of him to all them that 
looked for redemption in Jerusa-
lem” (Luke 2:38). Surely there was 
worship that continued for many 
days in Israel.  

The Words of Jesus 

The words of Jesus are to be es-
teemed and kept in our hearts. 
One of the most deceptive efforts 
in our day is the attempt to dispen-
sationalize the words of Jesus, so 
that it will appear that He was not 

really speaking to those who would 
follow Him after His atoning work 
was complete. How clever of the 
adversary! And yet, both  Jesus 
and His Apostles make it very 
clear that it is by His words that 

men will be judged in the last day 
(John 12:48). The mistake of tak-
ing our interpretation of some of 

Paul’s writings, and raising them 
up above the words of Jesus may 
prove to be a fatal mistake for 
many. Paul himself said (I Tim. 6:3
–4), “If any man teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome 

words, even the words of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and the doc-
trine that is according to godliness; 
He is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about questions and strifes 

of words…” [Emphasis mine.]. 
Though many are discounting His 
words, and saying that they do not 
apply to the followers of the Lord 
today, a close look at the words of 

Jesus, and especially those words 

that are found in the letters to the 
seven churches in Asia, [written 
after the writings of Paul] should 
have a great impact on the theolo-
gy of the church today. “He that 

hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit sayeth unto the churches.” 
Jesus was the author of those let-
ters (Rev. 2:1). The writer of He-

brews also tells us that if the 
words of angels were stedfast, how 

shall we escape if we neglect the 
salvation that is spoken to us by 
our Lord, and confirmed unto us 
by them that heard Him (Heb. 2:1–
4). There are no words that are to 

be more revered regarding the 
Christian life and the judgment to 

come than the words of Jesus. He 

is God in the flesh.  

Emmanuel is Still “With Us” 

Before Jesus left His disci-
ples, He said He would be with 
them unto the end of the age 
(Matt. 28:20). What a joy and con-
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solation! And this means, of 
course, that His words are for us 
and with us also to the end of the 
age. What a blessing! His Pres-
ence, His Spirit, His counsel, and 
His warnings are present in our 
lives, and are a guiding light 
through the darkness of this age, 
even to the end. He told His fol-
lowers, “I will not leave you com-
fortless [orphans]: I will come to 
you” (John 14:18).  

He has kept that promise. We 
have been born anew! He is with 
us and in us! His Spirit enables 
us, guides us, and gives us the 
power to have a workable unity in 
His church on the earth. His Spirit 
gives us understanding of His 
Word, and good thoughts about 
life and about others that we are 
not able to generate in our own  
flesh. We see the glory of His 
countenance in the faces of His 
saints. We see His hand working 
in our lives. Who can say He is not 
“with us,” when we are beholding 
Him on every hand?  

While these thoughts have not 
been new thoughts, take oppor-
tunity to take a new and refresh-
ing look at the events of the 
Christmas story! Let your mind 
contemplate all the possible mean-
ing that can be found in the glory 
of those events that came to pass 
in the little town of Bethlehem on 
that night long ago. Peruse the 
prophecies of old. Rejoice in each 
fulfillment, when it appears in the 
Gospel record. Give God praise 
anew as you sense in a new and 
refreshing way the effort of God to 
come down Himself, and make 
bare His arm of salvation for us all 
(Isa. 52:10)! 

It gives the heart such a thrill to 
ponder the reality that in the Babe 
of Bethlehem was the God of our 
Salvation. How can we contain 
this? What should we do with this 
knowledge? How should our 
hearts be comforted to know that 
He came, and that He is with us to 
this day? 

“God with Us”! What a thrill-
ing Name! 

Lowell Miller 
 

 
 
 

“THE GREAT MEDIATOR…” 

Hail the blessed morn when the 
great Mediator, 

Down from the regions of glory 
descends. 

Shepherds, go worship the babe 
in the manger. 

Lo, for your guide the bright 
angel attends. 

—Reginald Heber (1783–1826) 
 
The above Christmas hymn, 

number 136 in our collection, is 
believed to have been written by 
Reginald Heber, a graduate of Ox-
ford, hymnwriter, and bishop of 
Calcutta, India. This verse has 
been associated with the song 
“Brightest and best of the sons of 
the morning…” (of which the sec-
ond verse is the same as the sec-
ond verse of our hymn 136). Some 
are uncertain whether Heber actu-
ally wrote the words above him-
self, but it is certain that he wrote 
the second verse. Heber also wrote 
such hymns as “From Greenland’s 
icy mountain to India’s coral 
strand…”, “See the leaves around 
us falling…” (hymn 378 in our col-

“THE GREAT MEDIATOR…” 
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lection), and “Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God almighty…” In all, he 
wrote 139 hymns. 

The coming of Christ was for 
several reasons, but His coming as 
a Mediator is among the most im-
portant. The word “mediator” ap-
pears six times in our King James 
Version of the Bible, all in the 
New Testament, all in the words 
of Paul, assuming Paul to be the 
author of the book to the Hebrews. 
Mediator means simply, “a go-
between” or by extension, “an in-
tercessor,” a “daysman” who can 
lay a hand on two parties of a con-
flict. The Greek word is translated 
only as “mediator” in the KJV. 

Jesus Christ is the one and only 
mediator between God and man (I 
Tim. 2:5), the mediator of a new 
and better covenant (Heb. 8:6; 
12:24) which is the new testament 
(Heb. 9:15), the covenant which 
was established upon better prom-
ises. 

Paul states in Galatians 3:19 
that the Law of Moses was given 
because of transgressions, to be in 
effect until the coming of “the seed 
of the promise” (Christ). In Gala-
tians 3:16 says Paul, “…not as to 
seeds…” That is, not as to many 
seeds, but as to one Seed. “…And 
to thy [one] seed, which is Christ.” 
For Christ alone is our Mediator. 

In the same place Paul states 
that the Law was ordained of an-
gels to the mediator Moses (by the 
instruction of God). But when 
Christ came, He came not as the 
mediator “for transgressions” but 
as “the Mediator between God and 
man.” As mediator, He brought a 
New Covenant, a New Testament 
if you will, between God and man. 
The Amplified Bible says that the 
Law was given later on, after the 
promise to Abraham. Its purpose 

was to convince men in those days 
of their sins. But, as stated in He-
brews 10:11, the sacrifices of the 
Law could never take away sins. 
The Law was to be in effect until 
the coming of the Seed, the Heir—
that is to say Christ, who is the 
only effectual Sacrifice. In this 
season we celebrate the coming of 
the Heir, the promised Seed, the 
fulfillment of the Law, and the 
giver of the New Covenant, in 
short, the Mediator. 

The future coming of an Inter-
cessor (a Mediator) was addressed 
in the Old Bible. Isaiah, in the fif-
ty-ninth chapter addressed the 
transgressions of Israel, who were 
then under the Law, when he said, 
“…the LORD saw it, and it dis-
pleased him that there was no 
judgment.” The men of Israel were 
not addressing and turning from 
their sinful condition. Under Mo-
saic Law a Jew should have been 
aware of his sinfulness. “And he 
saw,” says Isaiah prophetically, 
“that there was no man, and won-
dered that there was no interces-
sor: therefore, his arm brought 
salvation unto him; and his right-
eousness, it sustained him. For he 
put on righteousness as a breast-
plate, and an helmet of salvation 
upon his head; and he put on the 
garments of vengeance for cloth-
ing, and was clad with zeal as a 
cloke.” This is echoed by Paul to 
the Ephesians when he speaks of 
the “breastplate of righteousness” 
and to the Thessalonians when he 
speaks of “the breastplate of faith 
and love; and for an helmet, the 
hope of salvation.” 

Again, in another place, Job 
speaks (9:32–33) saying, there is 
not a man, “…as I am, that I 
should answer him, and we should 

December 2019 
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come together in judgment.” Job 
said that although God and he had 
a difference, he had no way of re-
solving that difference. “Neither is 
there any daysman betwixt us, 
that might lay his hand upon us 
both.” There is no mediator who, 
in reconciliation, can put one hand 
on God and one hand on me (who 
am God’s adversary), who can 
make peace between the two of us. 

Job concluded that man, in his 
lost condition was hopeless. In Job 
10:21–22 he says, “Before I go 
whence I shall not return, even to 
the land of darkness and the shad-
ow of death; A land of darkness, as 
darkness itself; and of the shadow 
of death, without any order, and 
where the light is as darkness.” So 
it was for Job and so it was at the 
end of the words of the prophet 

Malachi. There was no hope for 
man under Law. 

But now  we sing of that time 
when “The Great Mediator, down 
from the regions of glory de-
scends!” Christ came as the 
daysman. The mediator of the Bet-
ter Covenant. The one who 
brought to mankind a New Testa-
ment. A new age in which grace 
would rule and love would prevail. 
He is Creator, and Sustainer, and 
Redeemer of all. 

Tell the world this season, that 
Jesus came down from glory to 
forgive our sins and to make peace 
between us and our God. “Maker, 
and Monarch, and Savior of all.” 

Marcus Miller 
 

 

REIGNING BY SERVING 

General 

REIGNING BY SERVING 

“He that loveth his life shall 

lose it; and he that hateth his life 

in this world shall keep it unto life 

eternal”  (John 12:25). 

A paradox has been defined 

thus:  “A tenet or proposition con-

trary to received opinion and 

seemingly absurd, but true in 

fact.” 

“The Gospel of Christ is full of 

paradoxes, for God’s thoughts and 

ways are on a higher plane than 

human thoughts and ways, and 

therefore appear impossible and 

even absurd from the merely hu-

man standpoint, just as the state-

ments and actions of an astrono-

mer searching the heavens with a 

telescope would appear absurd to 

the wild savages in the heart of 

Africa.  We give a few of these par-

adoxes: 

• We see unseen things (II Cor. 

4:18). 

• We conquer by yielding (Matt. 

5:5; Rom. 12:20–21). 

• We rest under a yoke (Matt. 

11:28–30). 

• We reign by serving (Mark 

10:42–44). 

• We become great by becoming 

little (Matt. 18:4). 

• We are exalted by being hum-

bled (Matt. 23:12). 

• We become wise by becoming 

foolish (I Cor. 1:20–21). 

• We become free by becoming 

slaves (Rom. 6:17–22; 8:2). 

• We possess all things by having 

nothing (II Cor. 6:10). 
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• All things are ours because we 

are not our own (I Cor. 3:21; 

6:19). 

• When we are weak then we are 

strong (II Cor. 12:10). 

• We triumph by defeat (II Cor. 

12:7–9). 

• Our honor is in our shame (Phil. 

2:5–11; Luke 6:26). 

• We glory in our infirmities (II 

Cor. 12:5). 

• We live by dying (John 12:24–25; 

II Cor. 4:10–11).” 

—Bright Words 

 

“You will shine the brighter,” said 

Shelhamer, a minister and author, 

“by giving up your own brilliancy; 

go the faster by walking softly 

with your God; grow eternally tall 

by sitting on a low bench; reign 

over others by letting them reign 

over you; yea, save your life by 

losing it.”  

Make me a captive, Lord, 

 And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 

 And I shall conqu’ror be. 

I sink in life’s alarms 

 When by myself I stand; 

Imprison me within Thine arms, 

 And strong shall by my hand. 

 

My heart is weak and poor 

 Until it’s Master find; 

It has no spring of action sure— 

 It varies with the wind. 

It cannot freely move, 

 Till Thou hast wrought its chain; 

Enslave it with Thy matchless love, 

 And deathless it shall reign. 

My will is not my own 

 Till Thou has made it Thine; 

If it would reach a monarch’s throne 

 It must its crown resign; 

It only stands unbent 

 Amid the crashing strife, 

When on Thy bosom it has leant 

 And found in Thee its life. 

    – George Matheson 

 

(from Royal Insignia by E. & L. 

Harvey; used by permission, Har-

vey Christian Publishers Inc. 

www.harveycp.com) 

Selected by  

Curt Wagoner 

 

 

 

 

MUSLIMS IMMIGRANTS: 

OBSTACLE OR  

OPPORTUNITY? 

On the morning of September 

11, 2001, five hijackers crashed 

American Airlines Flight 11 into 

the World Trade Center’s North 

Tower. Images of smoke pouring 

out of this huge building in down-

town New York City were instant-

ly projected around the globe, and 

immediately America’s morning 

newscasters began to speculate. 

Was this just a horrible accident? 

Seventeen minutes later another 

jet flew into the South Tower, fol-

lowed by another plane crashing 

into the Pentagon in Washington 

D.C. at 9:37 A.M.  

Quickly the FAA grounded all 

aircraft within the continental 

U.S., but even before the skies 
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were cleared, yet another plane 

was forced down. United Flight 93 

crashed into a field near Shanks-

ville, Pennsylvania, after the crew 

and passengers struggled to re-

gain control from hijackers. These 

crashes were obviously planned 

and part of a well-coordinated as-

sault. America was under attack! 

For many Americans this event 

was preposterous. Why would any-

one want to destroy America? 

Aren’t Americans the ones who 

help others, send foreign aid to all 

these impoverished countries, and 

protect the weak and powerless 

around the globe?  Isn’t America 

the good guy?  

Why Attack Us? 

Growing up in this country it is 

easy to assume that America is 

the standard, that things are done 

correctly here. With an abundance 

of wealth, freedom of religion, and 

a military budget larger than the 

combined amount spent by the 

next seven countries, this egocen-

tric attitude is understandable. 

Beyond the military standing in 

the world, news sources remind us 

that aid is constantly being sent to 

some poor country that has never 

quite got its act together. The 

armed forces are always some-

where in the world trying to “save” 

a country or topple another self-

centered dictator who has no re-

gard for his own people. Obvious-

ly, in the minds of most Ameri-

cans, the United States is a super-

power that is just trying to use its 

influence and strength to make 

the world a better place. America 

is in the right, and everyone 

should be more like us! 

But you don’t need to travel 

very far outside our borders to dis-

cover that America is not per-

ceived to be quite so wonderful by 

much of the world, and September 

11, 2001 was an overdue wakeup 

call for the American people. Ironi-

cally, just as Americans view the 

Arab and Islamic people as a 

bunch of irrational militant ex-

tremists, many Muslims see 

America (and by extension, Chris-

tianity) much the same. They 

watch their televisions as Ameri-

can bombs kill civilians. Newscast-

ers describe Western subversive 

activity, and documentaries report 

the slaughter of more innocent 

children by American-backed forc-

es in their countries. They see 

American Presidents, claiming to 

be Christian, call for the destruc-

tion of their people, and watch a 

professing Christian populace sup-

port and cheer them on. This is 

not saying that everything they 

watch is accurate, but their nega-

tive perception of American Chris-

tianity is understandable.  

Rewriting History 

To make matters more compli-

cated, there has also been a great 

attempt in the Muslim world to 

portray the Islamic faith as a reli-

gion built on peace. Great effort 

has been expended trying to re-

paint Mohammed as a gentle, 

peace-loving leader whose teach-

ings have been misunderstood. 

This is simply not the case. As for-

mer Muslim Sami Alrabaa has 

MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS: OBSTACLE OR OPPORTUNITY? 
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said, “While Judaism and Christi-

anity were spread peacefully un-

der sacrifices by followers of Moses 

and Jesus, Islam was spread un-

der the threat of the sword: 

‘Submit to Islam, otherwise you’ll 

be killed.’ “1 The Muslim religion 

was clearly formed and spread on 

the foundation of violence and mil-

itary conquest. This should be 

clear to any serious student of reli-

gious history. 

But it should also be apparent 

by now that bombs being dropped 

by “Christian” nations will never 

c o n v i n c e  M u s l i m s  t h a t 

“Christianity” is a religion of love.  

If America really wants to be ap-

preciated by the Arab world, it will 

need to use different tactics. A sec-

ular journalist recently observed, 

“Before seeking to be loved, the 

United States must first ensure it 

is not so widely hated.”2 

But why does all this matter? 

Why should followers of Jesus care 

how Muslims view America? After 

all, our goal is not to convince 

them that democracy or capitalism 

is superior.  As believers in the 

Lord Jesus we are promoting the 

Kingdom of Jesus Christ, not a 

Constitution that was adopted in 

1787. So why does it matter how 

the Muslim people view this coun-

try? 

Whether or not the Muslim peo-

ple appreciate America’s form of 

government, its language, or its 

culture is ultimately of little con-

sequence. But it is important, if 

we are going to effectively reach 

out to the Muslim people, that we 

have some understanding of how 

we are being perceived. It is also 

important that we understand the 

great shift in demographics which 

is taking place today. As you think 

about reaching out to those in 

need, you will find that a growing 

percentage of those who need the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ practice the 

Islamic faith. And most likely, 

some of them are now living quite 

close to you. 

Changing Demographics 

Globally, the Muslim population 

is expected to grow at about twice 

the rate of the non-Muslim popu-

lation over the next two decades. 

This is having a dramatic effect on 

many regions, especially in Eu-

rope. It is estimated that by 2050 

the population of Muslims who 

call Europe home will more than 

double. Even if immigration were 

halted today, the Muslim popula-

tion would still rise to an estimat-

ed 7.7% of Europe’s population by 

that time simply due to the high 

birth rates in Islamic communi-

ties.3 This rapid change is causing 

some Europeans to rise up in 

alarm.  

The United States is being af-

fected as well. Today there are 
1 Dr. Sami Alrabaa, Islam and Muslims: History of Oppression, Violence, and Fanaticism,  

June 7, 2009, http://www.faithfreedom.org/op-ed/islam-and-muslims-history-of-oppression-

violence-and-fanaticism/;  Accessed 6/27/12. 
2 http://onfaith.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/guestvoices/2010/06/

changing_how_muslims_see_america.html; Accessed 4/10/12. 
3 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/11/29/5-facts-about-the-muslim-population-in-europe/. 
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many fast growing communities of 

Muslims in North America, and 

this trend is expected to continue. 

Studies show the current number 

of Muslims living within the Unit-

ed States at 3.45 million, and by 

2040 Muslims are projected to re-

place Jews as the nation’s second 

largest religious group. By 2050, 

America’s Muslim population is 

expected to reach 8.1 million, or 

2.1% of the total population. Near-

ly twice what it is today.4 This 

could have a tremendous 

impact on laws and 

other social is-

sues.  

What does 

all this mean 

for us? Most 

of us have 

grown up sur-

rounded by Ro-

man Catholics, 

Presbyterians, and 

Pentecostals. But what will 

life be like with Islamic neighbors? 

What kind of a world will our chil-

dren live in and how should we 

prepare? Should we be alarmed? 

Examining our Purpose 

The answers to these questions 

depend on my view of these people 

and my underlying vision for life. 

If I see each as a potential terror-

ist, then I will probably see immi-

grants as a threat to my American 

way of life. And if my primary goal 

in life is peace and prosperity, 

then an increasingly Islamic popu-

lace might be cause for concern. 

However, if I see each of them as 

valued by God and my goal is to 

reach the lost, then this immigra-

tion provides an unprecedented 

opening for evangelism. Many are 

coming from countries we are not 

even allowed to visit, so consider 

the possibility that God is at work! 

Perhaps, in these last days, God is 

moving Muslims out of their na-

tive—and many times restricted—

countries for a reason. And if 

His goal is that all men 

would be saved, is 

it possible I am 

ignoring a tre-

mendous op-

portunity?  

Those you 

meet in town 

have probably 

had to leave the 

friends and fami-

ly they held dear and 

now have very few people 

they can trust. Most are very 

lonely and feel misunderstood by 

America. In addition, they proba-

bly have a warped view of Chris-

tianity as well. To understand 

life through their eyes, and to 

better comprehend how they 

view Christianity, let’s look clos-

er at how their perspective of 

Christianity has been developed. 

The majority of Muslims have 

formed their opinion of Christi-

anity from two basic sources, and 

the first is history.  

MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS : OBSTACLE OR OPPORTUNITY? 

4 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/03/new-estimates-show-u-s-muslim-

population-continues-to-grow/; Accessed 7/14/18. 

If my primary goal in 

life is peace and pros-

perity, then an in-

creasingly Islamic 

population might be 

cause for concern… 
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Historical Perspective 

We view historic events like the 

“Christian” Crusades (1095–1291 

A.D.) against the Muslim people 

as some sort of weird aberration. 

Slaughtering men, women, and 

innocent children in the name of 

Jesus Christ sounds ludicrous—

we have difficulty getting our 

minds around the concept. But 

understand that those Crusades 

are absolutely consistent with 

many Muslims’ view of Christian-

ity. The Crusades did happen, 

and throughout subsequent cen-

turies similar atrocities have tak-

en place. Countries claiming to be 

Christian have slaughtered Mus-

lims in their pursuit for wealth, 

land, and political advantage. 

Consequently, the sight of Ameri-

can military attacking foreign 

countries to ensure cheap oil 

comes as no surprise. This has 

always been their picture of 

Christianity; a religion that rules 

and gets what it wants—by force. 

Message through Media 

But perhaps even more influ-

ential than history in developing 

their concept of Christianity has 

been the television. Most Mus-

lims have had no contact with a 

follower of Jesus Christ who is 

honestly attempting to follow 

Him in daily life. Their primary 

source of information about 

Christianity has been the media. 

Since they view the United 

States as a Christian nation, 

what they see on American 

broadcasting has formed their 

view of Christianity. As strange 

as it might seem to us, many 

Muslims view Hollywood and 

Christian values as synonymous.  

The immorality, high divorce 

rate, and exaltation of violence 

and hatred on public television 

represent Christian values to 

many of them, and they want 

nothing to do with it. In many 

countries, when a modestly 

d r e s s e d  M u s l i m  w o m a n 

“converts” to American culture, or 

“Christianity,” her life begins to 

change. She becomes immodest in 

dress, has little regard for a 

strong family, and exchanges her 

heritage for the self-centered, ma-

terialistic culture America has 

become famous for. And since 

they view America and Christian-

ity as synonymous, they see this 

change as the inevitable result of 

conversion to Christianity. But 

this great tragedy also explains 

why the Anabaptist people have 

such an open door in bringing 

these people to Christ. 

Recently a young man with an 

Anabaptist heritage was in the 

Middle East and visited with a 

young Syrian. They were sitting 

under some palm trees at one of 

the many outdoors cafes, and the 

Syrian had many questions re-

They are coming with 

a very warped vision 

and they desperately 

need exposure to au-

thentic Christianity. 
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garding this young American’s 

faith. He asked about his manner 

of life, and the young Christian 

man told this Syrian of his desire 

to live a morally clean life and 

that following the teachings of Je-

sus was extremely important to 

him. The Syrian was shocked, and 

asked in surprise, “Are there more 

people like you in America?” This 

was the first time he realized that 

there are Americans who desire to 

live holy and godly lives. This 

young Christian told me that Mus-

lims he met would look through 

his small photo album from home. 

They looked at his conservatively 

dressed family, at pictures of his 

grandparents, and modestly 

dressed children. “It’s like a Mus-

lim family!” they would say with 

surprise. They were shocked to 

find that there are Christians who 

don’t go to war, have strong family 

values, and don’t even have a tele-

vision in their homes. This is a 

brand of Christianity they have 

never heard of, and it gets their 

attention!   

In our local community we have 

a growing population of Islamic 

people. Recently a Muslim father 

shared the difficulty of trying to 

raise his children in America. “I 

like to occasionally get my chil-

dren out of our apartment. But 

when I take them to the local park 

to play soccer, nudity is every-

where!” He isn’t sure what to do 

and is afraid his children will 

eventually be enticed and drawn 

into  this loose American 

(“Christian”) culture.  

The Great Potential 

We can, of course, wring our 

hands wishing things were differ-

ent, but I want to suggest we have 

tremendous opportunity all 

around us. Many of these individ-

uals have lived in closed countries, 

places where it isn’t possible to go 

in and proclaim the Gospel. Yet 

God has allowed them to be moved 

half-way around the world, land-

ing right on our doorsteps. The 

impossibility of this simple fact 

should cause us to sit up and take 

notice!  

They are coming with a very 

warped vision and they desperate-

ly need exposure to authentic 

Christianity. They need to see 

modestly dressed, family-focused, 

and morally upright followers of 

Jesus Christ, and I believe our 

conservative churches have great 

potential to demonstrate this. Bib-

lical Christianity is powerful. Liv-

ing out the literal teachings of Je-

sus and demonstrating love one to 

another, accompanied by the pow-

er of the Holy Spirit, has the abil-

ity to draw men to the cross. But 

for this to occur we need to see our 

Muslim neighbors not as an obsta-

cle to our affluent American lives, 

but as opportunity to reach out.  

Let’s consider some steps we 

can take as we think about reach-

ing out to our Muslim neighbors. 

To be continued…. 

 

Gary Miller 

 

 

MUSLIM IMMIGRATION: OBSTACLE OR OPPORTUNITY? 
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CONSIDER YOUR WAYS 

“Thus saith the LORD of hosts; 
Consider your ways” (Hag. 1:7). 

(Written specifically to mothers 
of young children. Also applies to 
grandmas, aunts, babysitters, or 
any other person who finds little 
ones in their care). 

Most of us have in our posses-
sion a cell phone. And most of 
these phones are smart phones. 
Very smart phones; even smart 
enough to ask their own questions 
and answer ours. (In one case, my 
one-year-old son stated clearly in 
his stern little baby voice, “No, no, 
no!” A nearby phone calmly and 
politely replied, “You are entitled 
to your own opinion.”) At first it 
appears quite humorous and we 
find ourselves chuckling. But isn’t 
it rather alarming that each of us 
are always holding, checking, and 
stroking this little piece of metal 
in our hands and in our pockets? 
Are there unforeseen dangers we 
are unknowingly beckoning and 
embracing? 

It amazes me how young our 
children are exposed to this tech-
nology. As we hold our suckling 
newborn babe we smile with de-
light and admire the delicate fea-
tures. And then out of habit or 
craving, our free hand reaches for 
the ever present device. The re-
maining feeding hour with our 
precious baby is spent on our 
phone; either texting or emailing, 
shopping or researching, connect-
ing on hundreds of blogs or social 
sites. And as our little babe grows, 
he glances up while feeding to 
catch glimpses of his momma’s 
face—all lit up with an eerie glow 
and a far away look in her eye. He 
rarely finds a warm and loving 
look, a gently cooing word, or soft 
soothing lullaby. Momma is much 
too busy being connected with oth-

er connected folks—and his tiny 
fingers are swatted away with a 
frown when he reaches with in-
trigue. Our babies are being raised 
in this. To them, cell phones have 
been around longer than silver-
ware. But to us, are they just a 
useful tool to be picked up when 
needed? Or have we become a 
slave to them? 

Too often we become an “absent 
presentee” in the rooms of our 
homes. We’ve seen the example of 
the infant. So what of all the other 
hours in the day? The toddlers? 
The young children? The teens? 
Even the adult children? When we 
are in their presence, are we real-
ly? In. Their. Presence? As a two-
year-old is playing he hears a com-
mand to “Please stop doing that.” 
So he stops, looks up at mom, and 
sees her eyes locked on the screen. 
It doesn’t take him long to realize 
her brain is there too. She’s really 
not thinking about him or what 
he’s doing. She’s actually in a com-
pletely different place. He learns 
that he doesn’t need to listen to 
mom because she’s sitting on the 
couch folding laundry, but she’s 
actually not. She’s checking out at 
Old Navy. She’s chatting with 
three friends about the weekend, 
or future plans, or her weariness 
of disobedient kids. She’s checking 
the weather for the next ten days. 
She’s catching up on all the latest 
photos her almost perfect Insta-
gram friends have posted. And 
then she dreamily stands up to 
arrange and take a pretty picture 
of her own home decor. Our little 
boy quietly turns back to his task, 
disobedient, but unnoticed and 
undisciplined. He knows his mom 
is an “absent presentee” in the 
room. What he doesn’t know (yet) 
is that she is becoming and 
“absent presentee” in his life. 

December 2019 
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This example is given of one 
child. This is happening in our 
homes with three, four, and more 
youngsters. Mom—is your phone 
more important to you than your 
child? Is that text more pressing 
than their innocent questions? 

How much time are you spend-
ing on your phone each day? How 
many hours (literally) do you 
spend keeping up and staying con-
nected? Time yourself; these smart 
gadgets even have an old fash-
ioned timer on them! Each time 
you pick up your phone, start the 
timer. When you lay it down, press 
pause. At the end of the day you 
will know exactly how dedicated 
you are to your phone. 

Spending time on our cell 
phones is addicting; the more we 
have our hand on it, the more we 
need to have it close by. We dis-
cover endless handy little apps to 
use daily. We can’t wait to get in 
another play in our on-going game 
of scrabble. We check eBay hourly, 
or more, so as not to miss the very 
latest listing. We find ourselves 
mindlessly picking up our phone 
t o  r e s e a r c h  s o m e t h i n g —
anything—just because we have a 
craving to be on our phone. The 
dear little boys and girls tugging 
on our skirts quickly become ad-
dicted as well, and rightly so, for 
they are following in our footsteps. 
Amazing how young they know 
how to say “cheese” for a phone, or 
slide the unlock key. They have 
their games, and we have ours. 

Do the minutes and hours we 
spend looking at our phones draw 
us closer to our children? To God? 
Do we even feel slightly guilty for 
neglecting our quiet time spent in 
supplication with our Heavenly 
Father? And even worse—selfishly 
replacing those precious moments 
in communion with our ever pre-
sent phone? How does God feel? 

Does He see this as idolatry? Ex-
cessive phone use is addicting. I 
know from experience. And with 
God’s help and guidance, phone 
use can be cut, reigned in, and 
controlled. I know this also from 
experience. It is possible. And it is 
so gloriously freeing! 

Cell phones have many uses; 
some good, some bad. Let’s honest-
ly ask ourselves these questions: 
• Do movies and videos create a 

healthy craving in children? 
• Do movies and videos aid in a 

desire for a simple and set apart 
life? 

• Is any form of entertainment on 
my phone necessary? 

• Do I use my phone (or any other 
device) to babysit my children? 

• When using video, games, pic-
tures, etc. to occupy my children, 
am I realizing the God-given re-
sponsibility I am neglecting? 

• What is the first thing I look at 
in the morning? 

• What is the last thing I do before 
going to sleep? 

• Am I forgetting how to actually 
turn the real paper pages of my 
Bible? 

• Would I be more focused at a 
worship service if my phone re-
mained in the car? (Gasp! Yes, in 
the car. Alone. It’s probably 
smart enough to babysit itself by 
now.) 

• Would I feel more a part of wor-
ship services if I carried a REAL 
Bible (and hymnbook) with me 
instead of a cyber one? 

• Would conversations be more 
valuable if I called or visited in 
person instead of texting? Would 
misunderstandings be less? 
Does it seem strange that 95% 

of people eating supper “together” 
at a restaurant have their phones 
lying face up right beside their 
plates? (That’s weird) 

CONSIDER YOUR WAYS 
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Why are folks from the world 
openly acknowledging the dangers, 
and cautioning their youngsters on 
usage, while the people of God em-
brace it wholeheartedly with open 
arms, and resist accountability, or 
a plan to limit usage? 

Moms, please hear this. Grand-
mas and Grandpas and Daddies. 
Uncles and Aunts. 

Young folks: Please heed a 
warning. Our phones can be dan-
gerous. Yes, they have their place, 
and can be helpful tools if used 
correctly, but your phone right 
there beside you, has the very real 
potential to undermine and de-
stroy your relationship with your 

children. You may not see it now, 
but in one year, five years, ten, it 
will be evident. 

Step back. Evaluate. Open your 
mind to changing your habits. 
Consider the worth of the soul of 
your child. Each child. What great 
eternal value we have right under 
our roof. What a beautiful respon-
sibility we have been given! Do I 
value what God values, or is it just 
easier and more comfortable to be 
cozy with the world than to sepa-
rate ourselves wholly unto God? 

Melina Flory 
 

 

The Scripture teaches that the 
story of the children of Israel, as 
they went from Egypt to the land 
God had prepared for them, was 
“written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world are 
come” (I Cor. 10:11). 

So we draw many lessons for 
the church today, when we read of 
the children of Israel entering into 
the land of Canaan and conquer-
ing the idolatrous nations that 
inhabited the land.  

In Joshua 9 we read of the Gibe-
onites, who, hearing of the con-
quest of Israel in the land, came 
and presented themselves in a 
deceitful way, so that they would 
not be destroyed, as God had com-
manded. And the children of Isra-
el made an agreement with them 
without asking counsel of God.  
Question: Can you think of any 
lessons that could be learned by the 
church today, as we are sent out to 
overcome in an idolatrous world? 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

The humility of Christ is that He broke through Glory to enter flesh. 

When you feel like you are sinking, call upon God. He walks on water. 

Listen as intently to a child as you would listen to a wise man. 

End the year without bitterness and without regret.  

All eternity revolves on the birth of Christ. 

God forgave so many sins—so often. 

Did Mary really know? 
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General Items 

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

Nov. 5, 2019; Pleasant View, OH 
 April Denlinger 

 
COMMUNION NOTICES 

Jan. 25, 2020 .................... Olive Branch, OH 
Feb. 1, 2020 .........Living Epistle Breth. NM 
Feb. 15, 2020 ..........................Pine Grove, FL 
Feb. 22, 2020 ....................West Modesto, CA 
Feb. 29, 2020 .............. West Manchester, IN 
Mar. 7, 2020 ..................... Morning Star, OH  
Mar. 14, 2020 .......................... Fall Creek, IN 
Mar. 21, 2020 ................................ Dallas, OR 
Mar. 28, 2020 ............................. Caldwell, ID 
Mar. 28, 2020 ....................... Fair Haven, KS 
April 4, 2020 ............................... Mt. Zion, PA 
April 4, 2020 .................................. Salem, OH 
April 11, 2020 ............................ Modesto, CA 
April 11, 2020 ............................... Shiloh, OH 
April 18, 2020 .............. Cascade Valley, WA 
April 25, 2020 ...................... Bear Creek, OH 
April 25, 2020 .................... Cutler  Ridge, IN 
April 25, 2020 ....................Sugar Grove, OH 

 
PASTORAL FUND REPORT 

The Pastoral Support Committee, 
and those who receive assistance, give 
a special thanks to the ministry, dea-
cons, and brotherhood who are willing 
to assist the districts in the way of 
encouragement, financial support, and 
preaching.  We appreciate your contin-
ued support, God bless you. 

Balance July 1, 2018 ............. $6,909.66 
Contributions .......................... 1,532.00 
Expenses .................................. 3,408.00 
Balance July 1, 2019 ............. $5,033.66 

Thank you, Gerald Deaton 

CASP PROJECT 2020 

Plans for our next project are well 
under way. The Lord willing, the pro-

ject will involve home construction 

and repairs in Port Arthur, Texas, 
February 3 through February 28, 

2020. It will utilize 9 young men, and 

administrative staff, all of whom have 

been selected from those who have 
volunteered. 

We want to commend those who 

have responded to the request for vol-

unteers. We sincerely appreciate the 
interest and support shown, not only 

by those who have offered to partici-

pate in a project, but to the entire 
Brotherhood for your continued sup-

port. 

Please pray for the success of this 

project, for wisdom and direction for 
the staff, and for the young men se-

lected that their conduct and service 

will reflect the image of Jesus Christ 

to the glory of God. 
In light of our current commitment 

to this project, donations will be need-

ed and may be directed to: 

Brethren Charity Fund 
 

 

Please designate your donations 

specifically for New Conference CASP 

Fund 
In behalf of the Old German Baptist 

Brethren-N.C. Constituency Committee  

John Fall, Secretary 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL NOTICE  

We are making our call for subscriptions for the year 2020 at this 
time. The subscription rate continues at $20 per year. The subscription 
price for each subscriber should be received by December 1, 2019, from 
the District Agents. Each District Agent should include an updated list 
of subscribers, with their current addresses. Individual subscriber’s sub-
scription payments should be received by December 1, 2019, as well, if 
possible, for the 2020 subscription year. 
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THE GOSPEL OF  

THE KINGDOM 

The Kingdom purpose is to show, 

The gracious works of God below, 

It’s not just saving you and me, 

Not all about redemption free. 

 

The kingdom is to spread abroad, 

The glories of our Savior God. 

We are His subjects here and now, 

As we praise Him, may they say, “Wow.” 

 

The followers of Jesus too, 

The Kingdom message carried through, 

So may we also, when we preach, 

The Gospel of the Kingdom teach. 

 

As saints, to worship Jesus go, 

The Gospel of the Kingdom show. 

And all who see them worship Christ, 

Will be compelled to give their life. 

 

A group of people, one accord, 

Who with their beings serve the Lord, 

Who show what all the world would be, 

If serving Jesus totally. 

 

Beware lest some should twist and fray, 

And turn Christ’s simple truth away, 

Who pick and choose the words they use, 

Till they the Kingdom message lose. 

 

Beware lest we should go astray, 

And lose the right and narrow way, 

Beware lest we lose sight of Christ, 

And leaving Truth, we lose our life. 

 

The work of God can hardly start, 

When Christians live so far apart, 

Oh let us draw together close, 

So we can fellowship the most. 

A Christian leader must out-serve, 

Give others more than they deserve. 

The leaders must not set apart, 

For serving God is how they start. 

 

Do not lay up more earthly stuff, 

Do not we have more than enough? 

For where your treasures you invest, 

Your heart will follow with the rest. 

 

You cannot serve both God and man, 

Do not begin to think you can.  

It will not work. It will not fly. 

If you serve man you’ll surely die. 

 

Oh lay up goods but not on earth, 

And what you send ahead before, 

Will wait for you on Heaven’s shore. 

 

When we with Christ go all the way, 

We’ll see the Kingdom clear as day. 

May we with courage spread abroad, 

The glories of our Savior God. 

 

Reuben J Shankster 

 

 

 

WHAT IS CHRISTMAS? 

“What is Christmas?” 

I asked my soul,  

And this answer came back to me: 

“It is the glory of Heaven come down 

In the hearts of humanity— 

Come in the Spirit and heart of a Child, 

And it matters not what we share 

At Christmas; it is not Christmas at all 

Unless the Christ Child be there.” 

Author Unknown 

Poems 
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WHISPERING HIS NAME 
 

Whenever the stories seem monotonous,  

Whenever they seem mundane, remember, just remember,  

They all are whispering His name. 

 

From Genesis to Malachi,  

Over and over again.  

We read story after story,  

And they all whisper His name. 

 

If we want to see Jesus,  

To see Him fore proclaimed,  

We listen to the Scriptures and  

They all will whisper His name. 

 

Adam, Isaac, Joseph, Moses,  

Joshua, Solomon, Ruth,  

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Jonah,  

They all will tell the truth 

 

Of Jesus and His righteousness,  

Of Jesus and His love.  

Of Jesus and His priesthood,  

And redemption for His beloved. 

 

So, open your heart and listen,  

You’ll hear it insistent and clear.  

Jesus is being whispered,  

Throughout Scriptures He is near. 

 

Gloria Wright 
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Obituaries 

FRUITT — Marianne (Butterbaugh) 

86, of North Manchester, Indiana, 

died at 9:59 A.M., Tuesday, June 19, 

2018, at Timbercrest Health Care 

Center in North Manchester, Indiana. 

She was born June 16, 1932, in Wa-

bash County, Indiana, to Ray and 

Hazel (Miller) Butterbaugh. 

Marianne was a 1950 graduate of 

Laketon High School. She married 

Eldon Fruitt on August 18, 1950, in 

North Manchester. She was a member 

of the Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church—New Conference, and en-

joyed serving family and others. She 

worked in food service at Timbercrest, 

made noodles for Snyder’s IGA, and 

was a housekeeper for Patricia and A. 

Blair Helman. 

She was survived by her husband 

Eldon Fruitt, of North Manchester; 

four children, Randy (Sharon) Fruitt, 

Monica (Alan) Brubaker, Sally 

(Harvey) Miller, and Rodney Fruitt, 

all of North Manchester; eight grand-

children, Heidi Stout, Mandi Herring, 

Boyd Brubaker, Brad Brubaker, Jen-

ny Stofer, Jodi Oyler, Betsy Holbrook, 

and Kristopher Fruitt; and 18 great-

grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death by her 

parents, three sisters, Edna Mae 

Shewman, Cleo Wagner, Eileen 

Blocher; three brothers, Leon Butter-

baugh, Bob Butterbaugh, and Don 

Butterbaugh; and a great-

granddaughter, Aleea Brubaker. 

Funeral services were held at 10:00 

A.M. on Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 

Old German Baptist Brethren 

Church—New Conference, 1013 W. 

1200 N., North Manchester, Indiana. 

Burial was in the Old German Baptist 

Brethren Church Cemetery, North 

Manchester.  

The Family 

FRUITT — Eldon, 87, of North 

Manchester, Indiana, died at 8:45 

P.M., Thursday, April 11, 2019, at 

Timbercrest Health Care Center in 

North Manchester, Indiana.  He was 

born August 21, 1931, to Floyd and 

Josephine (Shipley) Fruitt. 

Eldon married Marianne Butter-

baugh in North Manchester on Au-

gust 18, 1950; she died June 19, 2018. 

He drove semi-truck, retired from the 

North Manchester Foundry, and also 

farmed. He was a member of the Old 

German Baptist Church—New Con-

ference. Eldon and Marianne wintered 

in Sebring, Florida for 14 years. He 

enjoyed restoring old tractors, but 

especially enjoyed his family. 

He is survived by four children, 

Randy (Sharon) Fruitt, Monica (Alan) 

Brubaker, Sally (Harvey) Miller, and 

Rodney Fruitt, all of North Manches-

ter; eight grandchildren, Heidi Stout, 

Mandi Herring, Boyd Brubaker, Brad 

Brubaker, Jenny Stofer, Jodi Oyler, 

Betsy Holbrook, and Kristopher 

Fruitt; 19 great-grandchildren; sisters 

and brother, Norma Rager, Carol Sue 

Richards, Janet Michael, Jeanne Bat-

ta, Danny Fruitt, and Sharon Dun-

nick.  

He was also preceded in death by 

his parents, great-granddaughter, 

Aleea Brubaker, two brothers, Leon 

and Ron Fruitt, and his sister, Joan 

Franklin. 

Funeral services were held at 10:00 

A.M. on Monday, April 15, 2019 at Old 

German Baptist Church—New Con-

ference, 1013 W. 1200 N., North Man-

chester, Indiana. Burial was in the 

Old German Baptist Brethren Church 

Cemetery, North Manchester. 

The Family 
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HIRT — Anna May (Bowman), 77, of 

Troy, Ohio, daughter of Jacob and 

Mary (Grove) Bowman, born May 17, 

1942, passed away Saturday, June 1, 

2019.  She was married to Richard Lee 

Hirt on August 27, 1961.  This union 

was blessed with five children, Wylena 

(David) Hahn of Troy, Harvey (Jan) 

Hirt of Auburndale, Florida, Wanda 

Anderson of Winter Park, Florida, 

Sherilyn (Darren) Eichman of Gar-

nett, Kansas, and Rochelle (Jason) 

Phillips of Fairborn, Ohio. 

She is survived by her husband of 

57 years; her children; 14 grandchil-

dren; 11 great-grandchildren; brother, 

Norman Bowman (Gladys); sister, 

Maxine Jamison; sisters-in-law, Fern 

Miller and Bernice Mason; brothers-in

-law, Vernon Hirt (Donna), Keith Hirt 

(Marilyn); and nieces, nephews and 

friends. 

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; infant sister, Ruby Bowman; 

brother, Glen Bowman (Gladys); sis-

ter, Velma Gish Yost (David, Lowell); 

brother-in-law, Donald Jamison; one 

nephew and one niece; brothers-in-

law, Melvin Miller and Keith Mason; 

and infant sister-in-law, Norma Hirt. 

Anna May will be remembered for 

her witness to those around her of 

Jesus and His love to all.  She had a 

love for everyone.  She accepted Jesus 

as her personal savior at the age of 15 

and attended Vineyard Fellowship in 

Bradford, Ohio.  Anna May enjoyed 

gardening and flowers, as well as 

reading and writing. 

Funeral services were held at 10 

A.M. Wednesday, June 5, at Corner 

Stone Dunkard Brethren Church, 

5430 Greenville Falls-Clayton Rd, 

Covington. Burial was in Sugar Grove 

Cemetery, Covington, Ohio. 

The Family 

BRUBAKER — Eloise Esther, age 

97, passed away at 5:30 A.M. on Sep-

tember 17, 2019. One of 5 children, 

Eloise was born on October 28, 1921, 

in Wabash County, Indiana, to Walter 

and Mary (Forney) Coning. 

In 1939, Eloise graduated from 

Chester High School. Soon after fin-

ishing high school, she gave her life to 

the Lord Jesus, and was a lifelong 

member of the Old German Baptist 

Brethren Church. Nine years later, 

she married Charlie Brubaker on Jan-

uary 22, 1948. They were wed for 61 

years before the passing of Charlie on 

March 11, 2009. During their time 

together, Eloise was a homemaker, 

and worked for Cyclone Manufactur-

ing in Urbana, Indiana. After the chil-

dren were older, she worked at Lois’ 

Fabric Store in North Manchester. 

Mom made each of her family feel 

special and loved. She enjoyed sewing, 

quilting, and making clothing for her 

children, grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren. Mom had a way of 

making much out of little. 

The loving memory of our mother 

will be forever cherished by her son, 

Alan “Pete” (Monica) Brubaker; 2 

daughters, Nancy (Tony) Hantelman, 

and Loretta (Larry) Blocher; and 9 

grandchildren, Boyd Brubaker, Brad 

Brubaker, Jenny Stoffer, Megan 

Skiles, Amy Martin, Erika Weaver, 

Holly Anderson, Jill Mardy, Ben 

Blocher; 26 great-grandchildren; and 1 

sister, Agatha Metzger.  

She was preceded in death by her 

parents; 2 brothers; 1 sister; and 1 

great-grandchild, Aleah. 

Funeral services were conducted 

by the home brethren, on September 

20, in the N. Manchester meeting-

house. I Corinthians 1:30–32 and por-

OBITUARIES 
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tions of chapter 2 were selected for the 

message. She was laid to rest beside 

her husband, in the adjoining ceme-

tery. “Precious in the sight of the 

LORD is the death of his saints.” 

The Family 

 

RUMBLE — Paul Benton was born 

at home, to Charles “Joseph” and 

Flossie Alice (Flora) Rumble on Febru-

ary 13, 1924, in Modesto, California. 

He peacefully departed from this 

earthly life, at home, on September 

28, 2019, making his sojourn 95 years, 

and 7 months with family surrounding 

him with love and giving praise that 

he could be in the arms of Jesus. 

Dad grew up on the family farm on 

Dale Rd. with two brothers and two 

sisters. He had many fond memories 

of his early childhood with his sib-

lings, cousins, and neighborhood 

friends. His early school years started 

at Prescott Elementary and ended at 

Modesto High when he graduated in 

1942. Farming was Dad’s number one 

choice of an occupation and he started 

milking dairy cows at the age of 16 

with his brother, Dale. Later in their 

farming operations they added a fruit 

stand, raising many fruits, vegetables, 

almonds, and walnuts. He also assist-

ed with the family almond and walnut 

huller businesses. 

Realizing his need for a personal 

Savior, Dad was baptized on September 

8, 1940, affiliating with the Old Ger-

man Baptist Brethren Church, Modesto 

District, where he resided his entire 

life. Dad served his 1-W service from 

November 21, 1944, through September 

16, 1946, serving at various CPS forest-

ry camps in central and northern Cali-

fornia. After being discharged from 1-W 

service he went on a cattle boat, with 

the Heifer Project, to deliver horses and 

cattle to war-torn Germany. 

Being neighbors, he met and fell in 

love with Barbara King. They were 

married on April 25, 1948, and were 

blessed with four children, Aaron, 

Gordon, Paula, and Russell. Dad was 

a great provider for us both spiritually 

and naturally. We spent many hours 

riding with him in his truck, irrigat-

ing, harvesting, and making many 

trips to the Bay Area on watermelon 

and produce deliveries. We also went 

on camping trips to the High Sierras, 

and he was never too tired to load us 

up in the car with a freezer of ice 

cream and visit friends. 

On April 27, 1957, Dad and Mother 

were called to the Deacons’ office 

where they served faithfully. He untir-

ingly went about serving as a treasur-

er, trustee, keeping the baptismal site 

mowed and clean, and what he called 

cleanup work, around the meeting 

house. 

After a long illness Barbara passed 

away December 4, 1996. Dad was lone-

ly, and consequently found his second 

love, and married Martha Viola Brunk 

on May 24, 1998. This put a new step 

in dad’s life, the Lord giving them 21 

wonderful years together. She also 

served with him in the Deacons’ office, 

encouraging him in various ways. 

Believing God’s Word to be true, 

Dad was anointed with oil on two oc-

casions; once on December 19, 2010, 

and again on March 10, 2019, giving 

him peace of mind and increasing his 

spiritual faith. 

Dad’s life can be summed up with 

two descriptive words that meant so 

much to him. The Shovel and the 

Sword; the shovel being an expression 

of his strong work ethics, and the 

Sword being the precious Word of God 
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that he read daily. These two words 

are a legacy we all desire to follow in 

the years to come. 

Dad is survived by his wife Martha; 

Aaron Benton and Janet (Garber), 

Gordon Charles and Heidi (Gish),  

Paula Ann and Douglas Beachler, and 

Russell Lee and Victoria (Fisher); 15 

g r a n d c h i l d r e n ;  5 3  g r e a t -

grandchildren; one brother, Mark and 

Donna (Brubaker) Rumble; brothers- 

and sisters-in-law, Phillip King, Ran-

dolph Brunk, Fannie Brunk, Albert 

Rutrough, Wilma Brunk, David and 

Julia Brunk, and Marie Brunk. 

Preceding him in death are his par-

ents; a grandson, Brian Rumble 

(infant son of Aaron and Janet); broth-

er, Dale Rumble, Carol (Flora-

Rumble) Parsons; sisters, Mary Ellen 

Grover and husband Sheldon, Lois 

Root and husband Eldon; Father and 

mother-in-law John and Acha 

(Garrison) King; John King, Jr. and 

wives Evelyn (Wagner) and Clara 

(Garber), Gordon King, Pauline (Kelly-

K i n g - W i n d m i l l e r )  K a t h e r i n e 

“Kitty” (Bowling) King, Gary and Vel-

ma (Shellabarger) King, and Betty 

(Aukerman) King; father- and mother-

in-law, William C and Leanna 

(Garman) Brunk; Rebecca (Bowman) 

Brunk and Arlene (Peters-Bowman) 

Brunk, John Brunk, Mary Lee 

(Heffley-Rutrough) and Paul Heffley, 

Roscoe Brunk, and Daniel Brunk. 

A service was held on October 3, 

2019, at Modesto District-NC using II 

Timothy 4:7–8. Conducted by the 

home brethren with burial at Wood 

Colony Cemetery. 

The Family 
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