
…of Christ was confirmed in you…”  I Cor. 1:5–6 
V e r s e  O f  T h e  M o n t h  

 
 THE HAPPY LAND       

Hymn 494         

There is a happy land, 
  Far, far away—  
Where saints in glory stand, 
  Bright bright as day, 
Oh, how they sweetly sing— 
Worthy is the Saviour King! 
Loud let his praises ring 
  Forever more. 
 
Come to this happy land, 
  Come, come away; 
Why will ye doubting stand? 
  Why still delay? 
Oh, we shall happy be! 
When from sin and sorrow free; 
Lord, we shall live with thee, 
  Blest evermore. 
 
Bright in that happy land 
  Beams every eye; 
Kept by a Father’s hand, 
  Love can not die. 
Oh, then, to glory run; 
Be a crown and kingdom won; 
And bright above the sun, 
  Reign evermore. 

Selected by L. D. Flory  

“ God…hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection…To an inheritance incor-

ruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you…”  I Peter 1:3–4 
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“Blessed are 

the eyes 

which see 

the things 

that ye see.” 

Luke 10:23 
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Editorial 

2020 VISION 

Do you have a vision for the 

year 2020?  The word vision has 

several definitions, and the one 

we’re speaking of now, is this: a 

vivid, imaginative conception or 

anticipation.  It has been said that 

vision is the bridge between the 

present and the future.  We need a 

vision for the future in order to 

press on through the trials of life.  

God gave the prophets, and the 

apostle John, many visions of 

things to come in the future.  We 

may not experience this type of 

vision, but we still need to focus on 

something and anticipate a goal.  

This is our hope—a lively hope!  

Colossians 3 begins with these 

verses: “If ye then be risen with 

Christ, seek those things which 

are above, where Christ sitteth on 

the right hand of God.  Set your 

affection on things above, not on 

things on the earth.” 

Proverbs 29:18 says that, 

“Where there is no vision, the peo-

ple perish: but he that keepeth the 

law, happy is he.”  This verse 

shows the importance of having a 

vision.  Those without a vision or 

goal seem to wander about aim-

lessly and take the path of least 

resistance so as to avoid conflict.  

Others may have multiple vi-

sions—a vision for their children, 

another for their home, one for 

their occupation, and one for their 

church congregation and fellow-

ship; and much good can be accom-

plished as a result of having these 

visions.  There is an old story 

about three bricklayers working 

beside each other building a wall.  

Someone asked each of them what 

they were doing.  The first one re-

plied sarcastically, “What does it 

look like I’m doing?  I’m laying 

bricks!”  The second replied, “Can’t 

you see what I’m doing?  I’m build-

ing a wall.”  But the third ex-

claimed, “I’m building a great ca-

thedral for God!”  Which one do 

you think did the best quality 

work and worked the hardest? 

Our primary vision, or focus, 

must be on Jesus Christ and on 

loving and serving Him!  As the 

proverb above says, this is keeping 

the Law; and it brings true happi-

ness.  It is living out the first two 

commandments—to “love the Lord 

thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength,” 

and to “love thy neighbor as thy-

self” (Mark 12:29–31).  This needs 

to be done, as Peter says, “with a 

true heart fervently.”  Also, as 

James says: to do it without wa-

vering—“For he that wavereth is 

like a wave of the sea driven with 

the wind and tossed.”  To love the 

Lord with ALL our heart, soul, 

mind, and strength does not leave 

room for anything else!  How 

much time do I spend reading 

2020 VISION 
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God’s Word, meditating upon it, 

worshiping and praising Him, and 

serving others?  Do I longingly 

anticipate His return?  These are 

indicators of whether or not I have 

the right vision.  Some have asked, 

“What should our vision be for our 

fellowship or congregation?” I be-

lieve it should be none other than 

what we have just stated: to love, 

serve, and obey the Lord Jesus, 

and anticipate His return.  Proba-

bly, the question meant to be 

asked is, “How do we actually do 

this?”  This is accomplished in var-

ious ways because each member 

has different gifts.  So, all togeth-

er, as the body of Christ, we work 

toward that vision of doing the 

Lord’s will. 

Another definition for the word 

vision is: eyesight, or the act or 

power of sensing with the eyes.  

Do you have “20/20” vision?  What 

does that mean?  This number, 

20/20, is a term to express visual 

acuity, which is the clarity or 

sharpness of vision.  The top num-

ber refers to the distance, in feet, 

from the object viewed.  The bot-

tom number indicates the distance 

at which a person with normal 

eyesight can clearly see the object.  

If you have 20/100 vision, it means 

you must be as close as 20 feet to 

see what a person with normal 

vision can see at 100 feet.  As a 

matter of interest, eagles and 

hawks have the sharpest vision, 

which is around 20/2. 

How clear is your vision for the 

year 2020?  Thankfully, when our 

natural eyesight becomes blurred, 

it can be made better by using eye-

glasses.  Likewise, our spiritual, or 

godly, vision can become impaired 

if we become lukewarm by losing 

interest in serving the Lord and 

one another.  But there is an anti-

dote for that as well.  Repentance, 

prayer, and reading and studying 

God’s Word will give us a clearer 

spiritual vision.  Our vision of 

Christ is not as clear now as it will 

be in eternity.  Paul tells us that 

in I Corinthians 13:12, “For now 

we see through a glass, darkly; but 

then face to face: now I know in 

part; but then shall I know even as 

also I am known.”   

Sometimes we allow “self” to 

cloud our vision.  Our own 

thoughts and desires can take 

precedence over our focus on 

Christ.  Jesus told the hypocrite, 

“First cast out the beam out of 

thine own eye; and then thou shalt 

see clearly…”  In this case, He was 

speaking about judgement, but it 

can also apply to our vision.  The 

beam in our eye might be self, or 

earthly things, and we need to re-

move those things so we can focus 

more clearly on Christ.  To see 

clearly is to understand.  True un-

derstanding and wisdom come on-

ly from God, and He desires to 

give it to us if we ask Him.  Oh, for 

eyes to see Him clearly!  May your 

vision for the year 2020 be seen 

with 20/20 vision. 

Darryl Filbrun 
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Y2K—TWENTY YEARS  

AFTER 

It has been 20 years since the 

year 2000. Some young married 

couples I’ve talked to barely re-

member it. Some don’t remember 

it at all. There is a whole new gen-

eration among us, although Web-

ster’s Dictionary says the average 

time is 30 years between genera-

tions. Many have passed away 

since then. 

To the young folks, approaching 

the year 2000 (Y2K) was some-

what fearful! Looking ahead to 

that year was like science fiction! 

It seemed so far into the future! 

Then when it got really close, it 

was scary! From the 1900’s to the 

year 2000. What was going to hap-

pen? [Some thought computers 

would suddenly shut down. Some 

thought the power grid would shut 

down. Some thought everything 

would fall apart.]  
It was all about the unknown. 

My mother, who was 81 at the 

time, thought we should go buy a 

new generator. So we did. Thank-

fully we didn’t need it. We all 

trusted in the Lord, but we were 

really concerned about the out-

come.  

How about this year of 2020 ap-

proaching us? This is 2019, and 

it’s getting really close. We are 

now living in the future of Y2K! 

What should we do? I say, read 

the Bible, trust and obey the Lord. 

Keep His commandments and do 

as my Dad said, “Keep on keeping 

on!” Always be looking and think-

ing of THE HAPPY LAND!  

“Let not your heart be troubled: 

ye believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my Father’s house are many 

mansions: if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go to prepare a 

place for you. And if I go and pre-

pare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; 

that where I am, there ye may be 

also. And whither I go ye know, 

and the way ye know” (John 14:1–4). 

L.D. Flory 

 

 

 

 

MY ONLY PLEA 

Just one thing, O Master, I ask today, 

Now that the old year has passed away 

And a promising new year, thro’ 

grace of Thine.  

With all the dreams of youth is mine, 

Just one thing I ask as I onward go. 

 

That I’ll walk with Thee—not too 

fast, nor slow, 

Just one thing I ask and nothing more, 

Not to linger behind, nor run before, 

O Master! This is my only plea! 

Take hold of my life and pilot me. 

Walter J. Kuhn 

Y2K—TWENTY YEARS AFTER 

Seasonal 



6 The Testimony January 2020 

MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS: 

OBSTACLE OR  

OPPORTUNITY? 
(Continued from the December 

2019 issue) 

When the Apostles first 

preached the Gospel to a waiting 

world, most of those receiving the 

message already held some reli-

gious belief or point of view; but 

those first listeners weren’t handi-

capped with an erroneous percep-

tion of Christianity. Today, two 

thousand years down the road, we 

no longer have the luxury of begin-

ning with what we might call a 

clean slate. Because of this, we 

need to give thought to the predis-

position of the audience we are 

attempting to reach.  

In light of this reality, let’s con-

sider a few thoughts regarding 

reaching out to followers of Mo-

hammed. This will not be exhaus-

tive, but I believe it is important 

that we be prepared as encounters 

increase.    

Begin with prayer. Jesus said 

that “no man can come to me, ex-

cept the Father which hath sent 

me draw him:”6 If we are going to 

effectively bring anyone to the 

Lord Jesus, we need to start by 

holding them up in prayer. Re-

cently we had a young college stu-

dent in our home. He was raised 

in a very restricted Muslim coun-

try, and he told of coming to Amer-

ica and immediately being inun-

dated by all kinds of religious be-

lief. He was suddenly faced with 

Buddhism, Hinduism, and other 

religions he had never heard of. 

While he had no intention of join-

ing another religion, this exposure 

caused him to get serious about 

reading the Koran and studying 

his Islamic faith. But one after-

noon while taking a nap he had a 

dream. He saw Jesus (somehow he 

knew who He was) with a beauti-

ful river and a lovely tree behind 

Him. This was the beginning of a 

succession of five similar dreams 

over a period of several years. In 

the fifth dream Jesus said “Follow 

Me,” and this young man got up 

off his bed, found Jesus, and has 

never looked back. Currently it is 

too dangerous for him to return 

home since his family has heard of 

his conversion, but eventually he 

longs to be reunited with them. 

I asked him what we should be 

doing to reach out to Muslim peo-

ple in our area. I was hoping for 

good discussion tips or maybe 

some irrefutable logic. But his im-

mediate answer was simple: Pray! 

He knows that people were pray-

ing for him when he had those 

dreams, and today, even though 

he still interacts with Muslims 

whenever he has an opportunity, 

he sees prayer as his first re-

General  

6 John 6:44. 
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source and the power of God as 

his greatest need. 

Provide dignity in your discus-

sions. Spend much time listening 

and answering their questions. 

Ask about their family and faith 

and enter into dialogue with a 

genuine interest in their lives.  If 

possible, build an ongoing rela-

tionship. If they have questions 

early on in your relationship, an-

swer the questions but refrain 

from providing much more infor-

mation than they request. As God 

moves in their lives they will have 

more questions, but give God time 

to work on the inherent cross-

cultural and religious barriers. 

You may meet Muslims who actu-

ally know very little about what 

the Koran actually says, and it can 

be tempting to destroy their argu-

ments in debate. But this is rarely 

effective. The goal is not to win the 

argument, but the soul. Don’t feel 

like you need to immediately have 

an ironclad answer for every ques-

tion. If you aren’t sure about 

something, tell them, and use this 

as a reason to get back together 

again later over coffee. 

Refrain from attacking Islam or 

discounting their prophet. An An-

abaptist friend of mine works in a 

restricted country. Several years 

ago a local imam (religious in-

structor) approached him, intend-

ing to convert him to Islam. One of 

this imam’s first efforts was to get 

my friend to state what he thought 

about Mohammed. But each time 

the question came up, regardless 

how hard he was pressed, my 

friend would always respond mild-

ly, “I don’t know much about Mo-

hammed,” and then he would steer 

the conversation back to Jesus. 

These conversations continued 

over several months until the 

imam finally became curious. Why 

is this American so enamored with 

Jesus? Eventually he began read-

ing the New Testament for him-

self, and today this former Muslim 

imam is a follower of Jesus. In 

fact, he is a church leader in his 

country and has helped plant sev-

eral new churches which are grow-

ing rapidly. Be willing to listen to 

their comments about Mohammed, 

but don’t get pulled into debate 

about him or try to enlighten them 

about the negative aspects of Is-

lam. Keep taking the conversation 

back to Jesus. 

Many Muslims come with a reli-

gious paradigm that we cannot 

relate to. In many countries one is 

born Muslim or Christian, so the 

thought of someone purposefully 

choosing to be a Christian (or not 

to be) is a new thought. They have 

probably never heard that the 

original followers of Jesus didn’t 

fight, and this can be a great way 

to open spiritual discussions. This 

concept is extremely attractive to 

individuals who have seen little 

but violence in their lifetime.  

Go back to the Sermon on the 

Mount and discuss what following 

MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS: OBSTACLE OR OPPORTUNITY? 
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Jesus looks like. This can be a 

powerful way to cut directly 

across their preconceived ideas of 

Christianity.   

They will also be attracted by 

your plain dress, which provides 

opportunity to share what God’s 

word says about modesty. Con-

servative Anabaptists have a tre-

mendous advantage in reaching 

out to Muslims—we should be us-

ing it. But resist the temptation to 

speak disparagingly of Christians 

who do not practice in the same 

way. Just keep going back to the 

Scriptures to explain your position 

and allow them to draw their own 

conclusions. Remember, most 

Muslims already believe that our 

Bible is a Holy Book, so depending 

on their understanding, many are 

quite open and curious about what 

it says.  

Learn about their culture and 

customs. A local Muslim college 

girl who has spent time in our 

home told of her discomfort when 

visiting local churches. She at-

tended because she wanted to 

learn, but in an honest effort to 

make this hijab-wrapped foreigner 

feel welcome, the men would give 

her a hug. She was horrified! In 

her culture, as in most Muslim 

settings, cross-gender touching or 

even shaking hands is very inap-

propriate. Needless to say, being 

hugged by a man, however well 

meaning, made her very uncom-

fortable. When approaching some-

one of the opposite gender for the 

first time, take cues from them. 

Don’t attempt to shake their hand 

unless they initiate it. Initially 

people from different cultures may 

seem indifferent or even unfriend-

ly. But you will find that most 

Muslims are very relational, and if 

you ever have the opportunity to 

visit their home you will find them 

extremely hospitable.   

   In the past few years I have 

had multiple opportunities to in-

teract with Muslim people, and I 

have found the vast majority to be 

both peaceful and open to dia-

logue. A few years ago I was in a 

Jordanian refugee camp visiting 

Syrian refugees. I sat on the floor 

with them in their little shacks, 

met their families, and listened to 

their horrific stories of escape 

from their homeland. They shared 

incredible and heartrending ac-

counts of being bombed, losing 

family members, and finally arriv-

ing in Jordan with absolutely 

nothing. Then invariably, as I pre-

pared to leave, they would insist 

that I eat a meal with them. Here 

were people who literally had 

nothing, who were so serious 

about hospitality they would need 

January 2020 

Spend much time listen-

ing and answering their 

questions.   Ask about 

their family and faith… 

and with a genuine in-

terest in their lives. 
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to borrow from neighbors in order 

to feed me. These are people who 

are culturally extremely hospita-

ble people, and relationships are 

very important to them.  

Inviting Muslims into your 

home and life can be powerful. 

After spending time and develop-

ing a relationship, share what the 

power of Jesus has accomplished 

in your life. After asking about 

their life, share a little of how your 

church community interacts and 

take them to social functions. Most 

likely they came from a setting 

where hospitality and relation-

ships were valued very highly, and 

they probably carry a perception 

that American Christianity is void 

of both. One college student told 

me that healthy interpersonal re-

lationships is what she misses 

most. In her country people had 

time to sit and talk. In America, 

people go to church, listen to a ser-

mon, and then immediately return 

home to live their own lives. In-

clude them in your events, have 

them join you around the supper 

table, and show them something 

different.   

What Might God Have In Mind? 

At the end of 2018, there were 

70.8 million individuals who had 

been forcibly displaced worldwide 

as a result of persecution, conflict, 

violence or human rights viola-

tions.7 This is the highest number 

in history, equivalent to the total 

population of France. At the same 

time there is an unusual number 

of visions taking place among the 

Muslim people. Many have seen 

Jesus in dreams and have con-

fessed Him as Lord, even though 

taking this step is extremely dan-

gerous. I believe it is time we stop 

and ask some questions. Why is 

God allowing this and what might 

He have in mind? 

In 2014, David Garrison wrote 

the book A Wind in the House of 

Islam, documenting the recent 

surge in conversions of Muslims to 

Christianity. For centuries, Chris-

tian missionaries have tried to 

reach out to these followers of Mu-

hammed with little success. Yet, 

recently God is moving among 

these people in extraordinary 

ways. In the first chapter of his 

book Garrison says: “Something is 

happening today that is challeng-

ing the hold that Islam exercises 

over its adherents. Muslim move-

ments to Jesus Christ are taking 

place in numbers we’ve never seen 

before. For the sake of clarity and 

consistency, let’s define a move-

ment of Muslims to Christ to be at 

least 100 new church starts or 

1,000 baptisms that occur over a 

two-decade period. Today, in more 

than 70 separate locations in 29 

nations, new movements of Mus-

lim followers of Christ are taking 

place. In some countries the num-

bers within these new movements 

MUSLIM IMMIGRANTS: OBSTACLE OR OPPORTUNITY? 

7 https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/ Accessed 9/25/19. 

https://www.unrefugees.org/refugee-facts/statistics/
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have grown to tens of thousands.8 

What Is God Doing? 

In many Islamic countries heal-

ings, visions, and other miraculous 

events are taking place with un-

precedented frequency. House 

churches exist in towns where just 

a few years ago there were no 

known believers. We don’t know 

why God chooses to move when 

and where He does, but some of 

the people the Lord touches are 

living in settings where choosing 

to follow Him is incredibly diffi-

cult. We read of individuals being 

tortured or killed, simply for 

choosing to share their faith. 

“Accepting the Lord” looks differ-

ent when part of that package in-

cludes persecution.  

I think of Abu Yussef,9 a Pales-

tinian believer who lives in the 

West Bank. He is almost 80 years 

old now, and has dedicated his 

final years to assisting handi-

capped Muslims and reaching out 

to them with the love of Jesus 

Christ. He suffers constant har-

assment from the Israeli military, 

yet his love for the Lord keeps 

him focused. The Israelis have 

confiscated his family’s olive 

groves, and today he isn’t even 

able to walk across the land. He 

endures threats and potential ar-

rest, yet he shrugs and smiles. 

“It’s not important. I have a man-

sion in heaven!” Imagine the in-

fluence and impact on Muslims 

and Jews alike in this conflict-

torn region as they observe his 

response to persecution. 

The Opportunity 

One of the great hindrances to a 

Muslim accepting the Gospel is 

social pressure. If someone within 

a Muslim family converts to 

Christianity, it is extremely 

shameful for the entire extended 

family. The only way to remove 

the shame is to persecute, publicly 

renounce, or even kill the family 

member who converted. There are 

many young people in our world 

today who have had to escape 

from their homes and communi-

ties simply because of their deci-

sion to follow Jesus. I met with a 

young girl in Indonesia a few 

years ago who had recently con-

verted to Christianity. She hadn’t 

told her parents yet because she 

knew as soon as she did she would 

have to flee. She didn’t know 

where she would go, and the 

thought was frightening.  

But when people are forced out 

of their social structure and ances-

We live in a remarka-

ble time and place…

we must analyze why 

God has placed us 

here and what He 

 expects of our lives. 

8 A Wind in the House of Islam, David Garrison, WIGTake Resources, Monument, CO,  

  2014, Chapter 1. 
9 Name changed. 
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tral communities, it is much easier 

for them to consider, and even con-

vert to, another religion. This is 

why refugees here in the United 

States provide such a unique op-

portunity. With no neighbors to 

report their activities, no religious 

leaders tracking their worship 

schedule, and no tight family 

structure hanging over them 

should they investigate another 

belief, they are free to explore! So 

the next time you see that Muslim 

in the supermarket or in the park, 

start a conversation. They already 

have a basic fear of God, some-

thing many Americans have lost, 

and they are most likely very lone-

ly. If you have Jesus, you have the 

answer to their inner need, so 

reach out and show them what 

love looks like. 

We live in a remarkable time 

and place. God is obviously moving 

among the Muslim people, and He 

has brought them to our very door-

steps in the middle of America. We 

are called to be “laborers together 

with God” (I Cor. 3:9). If we are 

going to fully utilize the oppor-

tunity, we must analyze why God 

has placed us here and what He 

expects of our lives. As we see an 

increase in Muslim people around 

us, let’s not view this as a problem 

or an obstacle in our lives. If we 

are really seeking the salvation of 

all men, this is a tremendous op-

portunity! 

Gary Miller 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE 

GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MARK 

“The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God…” 
Thus, begins the Gospel according 
to Mark. But this is not the first 
time the Good News had been 
preached. The message of God to 
the human race was salvation 

even from the Garden. But this 
was the beginning of the preach-
ing of Jesus in His earthly minis-
try. Mark focuses almost entirely 
on Jesus’ Galilean ministry. 
Mark’s Gospel finally ends with 
Jesus’ last journey to Jerusalem, 
His trial, death, and resurrection, 
and finally the record of when He 
was “received up into heaven, and 
sat on the right hand of God.”  

A study of the Gospels side by 
side shows, to anyone who might 
doubt, how faithful the Gospel 
writers are in their record.  The 
emphasis of Matthew was on the 
Messiah. The Gospel of John is 
different from the first three Gos-
pels in that it briefly presents Je-
sus’ ministry in Galilee punctuat-
ed by trips to Jerusalem for the 

Passover in chapters two and five, 
for the Feast of Tabernacles in 
chapter seven, and for the Feast of 
Dedication in chapter ten, none of 
which are mentioned in the Gospel 
according to Mark. John devotes 
chapter eleven through chapter 
twenty to the seven last days of 
Jesus’ life. Chapters twenty and 
twenty-one record the events sur-
rounding the resurrection. John 
says nothing of the ascension 
while Mark says only, “he was re-
ceived up into heaven, and sat on 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
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the right hand of God.” Luke gives 
the greatest detail regarding the 
resurrection. 

Mark is the shortest of the four 
Gospels and was probably written 
first. The Gospel according to 
Mark may have served as a frame-
work for Matthew and Luke—or 
as some students suggest:  
• Matthew and Luke may have 

used the Gospel of Mark as an 
outline. 

• Matthew and Luke each rec-
ord most of the incidents rec-
orded by Mark. 

• Matthew and Luke share with 

each other some incidents not 
recorded in Mark. 

• Matthew and Luke each rec-
ord incidents included in nei-
ther of the other two.  

Thus, we have been given four 
Gospels. Two may have used the 
Gospel of Mark for an outline but 
each Gospel writer records the life 
and ministry of Jesus in his own 
unique manner. In the end, John 
summarizes the four Gospels by 
saying, “And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written 
every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written.” 

Mark writes nothing of Jesus’ 
birth, of His genealogy, or of His 
life before thirty years of age. 
Mark records Jesus’ baptism by 
John Baptist (1:9) but His minis-
try does not begin until later, until 
after John Baptist was imprisoned 
(1:14). Mark emphasizes the role 
of John Baptist as the forerunner, 
the harbinger, a voice crying in 
the wilderness. But he states that 
it was not until after John was 

cast into prison that Jesus began 
to preach saying, “…Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God, And say-
ing, The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent 
ye, and believe the gospel.” 

In the Gospel according to Mark 
there is nothing superfluous or 
nonessential. Even time itself is of 
the essence as one event blends 

“immediately” and “straightway” 
and “forthwith” into another. The 
word “immediately” is found in 
this Gospel eighteen times and the 
word “straightway” twenty.  

The Gospel of Mark differs from 
that of Matthew, Luke, and John 
in that it speaks chiefly of Jesus’ 
ministry in the northern area of 
Palestine north of the mountains 
of Samaria and Judea, in the 
lands of Galilee, about the Sea of 
Galilee, in Tyre and Sidon, Decap-
olis, and from Capernaum toward 
Damascus as far northeast as the 
Roman capitol city of Caesarea 
Philippi. Mark says nothing of Je-
sus going to Jerusalem until His 
final trip there, immediately be-
fore His passion and death. 

In the first three chapters Mark 

records Jesus’ preaching as of “…
one that had authority, and not as 

the scribes.” His authority was 
demonstrated by the performance 
of miracles (primarily of healing) 
in and about Capernaum and the 
Sea of Galilee. There He cast out 

demons and raised the dead. He 
preached in the synagogues of the 
northern cities and became at 
odds with the Scribes and Phari-
sees there. Some of the leaders of 
the Jews even came down from 

Jerusalem to Galilee to hear Him, 
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perhaps sent by the Sanhedrin to 
investigate reports of His ministry 
and failure to comply with the 

Law of Moses. There, they discov-
ered His failure to strictly observe 
the sabbath and His relationship 
with Gentiles. 

By the fourth chapter Jesus had 
begun to preach in parables. Eve-
rywhere He attracted the attention 
of hearers from the countryside 
around about, from Idumaea, the 
Jordon, Tyre and Sidon, and even 
from the hill country of Samaria 
south of Galilee north of Judea. 
The Scribes and Pharisees from 
Jerusalem, by this time sought 
evidence of His healing on the sab-
bath and of charges against Him 
for blasphemy. Even Herod Antip-
ater, Tetrarch of Galilee and son of 
Herod the Great who had behead-
ed John Baptist (Matt. 14:1–3), 
took note of Jesus and imagined 
Him to be John Baptist raised 
from the dead (Mark 6:16). 

According to Mark, all of Jesus’ 
chosen Twelve were from the area 
of Capernaum except Judas Iscari-
ot who was from Kerioth [Is-
Kariot] away down south near 
Beersheba. In the sixth chapter 
He began to send the Twelve forth 
to preach and to heal. So great 
was the influence of His ministry 
and that of the Twelve and so 
great were the multitudes that 
pressed Him that He called them 
apart to a solitary place for, as 
Mark wrote in 6:31, “There were 
many coming and going, and they 
had no leisure so much as to eat.” 

By the seventh chapter Jesus 
was sharply upbraiding the 
Scribes and Pharisees who had 
come down from Jerusalem to Gal-

ilee. Toward the end of the seventh 
chapter Jesus withdrew from Gali-
lee into the Gentile Phoenician 
area about Tyre and Sidon. There, 
He “…entered into an house, and 
would have no man know it…” 
because it was not permitted that 

a Jew go into the house of a Gen-
tile. There He cast out a demon 
from the daughter of a Syrophoe-

nician woman—a thing no faithful 
Jew would do. This was the begin-
ning in earnest of the Lord’s min-
istry to the Gentiles. The Scribes 
and Pharisees from Jerusalem 
were not only offended by His as-
sociation with Gentiles and His 
desecration of the sabbath, which 
was a crime punishable by death. 
(“…whosoever doeth work therein 
shall be put to death” Exodus 35:2 

and other references.) 

In the eighth chapter we find 

Jesus going into Decapolis, the ten 

cities beyond Jordon to the north 

and east of the Sea of Galilee. 

From there His ministry carried 

Him far to the northeast into the 

Roman city of Caesarea Philippi. 

Near there He was transfigured on 

the Mountain. At that time, He felt 

out His followers regarding what 

the people were saying of His min-

istry. There perhaps for the first 

time Jesus began to speak of His 

death on the cross, a statement to 

which Peter reacted vehemently. 

Mark doesn’t record Jesus’ trips 

to Jerusalem at the Feast of Tab-

ernacles (John 7:1–10) nor His trip 

at the Feast of Dedication (John 

10:22–40). In chapter ten we find 

Him on His final trip to Jerusalem 

and to His death. Throughout His 

ministry Jesus had referred to 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
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Himself as “Son of Man”—

fourteen times in the Gospel of 

Mark and eighty-four times in the 

four Gospels. Matthew begins his 

Gospel with chapter one, verse 

one, “…Jesus Christ, the son of 

David…”   Mark mentions noth-

ing of Jesus’ royal line until He 

neared Jericho where a blind 

man, Bartimaeus, addressed 

Him, significantly, as the “Son of 

David.” Mark’s focus of Jesus’ 

ministry was centered on the 

humble Teacher of Galilee—the 

Son of Man. It was not until He 

came to Judea on this final trip 

that He was first addressed as 

royalty in the Gospel of Mark. 
This is not entirely surprising. 

Some students have suggested 
that the Gospel of Mark was the 
work of Simon Peter—perhaps 
even dictated by Peter, sometimes 
rash, but humble and unlearned 
fisherman, to be copied down by 
Mark. At first, we were doubtful 
of this teaching and wondered 
what the evidence was to say that 
Peter may have been the origin of 
the second Gospel. As we studied 
farther, we can see support for 
this idea. Simon Peter was a Gali-
lean, a native of Bethsaida which 
lay on the west shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. One writer states of the 
Galileans, “They had a reputation 
for an independence and energy 
which often ran out into turbu-
lence. They were at the same time 
of a franker and more transpar-
ent disposition than their breth-
ren in the south [Judea and Jeru-
salem]. In all these respects, in 
bluntness, impetuosity, headi-
ness, and simplicity, Simon 
[Peter] was a genuine Galilean.” 

The Gospel of Mark reveals some 
of those characteristics—even 
though Mark himself was not a 
Galilean. 

M a r k — a l s o  k n o w n  a s 
“John” (his Hebrew name), “John 
whose surname was Mark,” “John 
Mark,” and “Marcus” (his Latin 
name)—was possibly from Cyprus 
or from Jerusalem. His mother 
lived in Jerusalem in later life. 

His mother was sister to Barnabas 
(Col. 4:10), both being, apparently, 
natives of Cyprus (Acts 4:36). 
Mary, for that was her name, had 
a house in Jerusalem where the 
church met. One time when Peter 
was thrown into prison “…prayer 
was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him.” An an-
gel awakened him in the prison 
and led him out into the street. 
And “…when he had considered 
the thing, he came to the house of 
Mary the mother of John, whose 
surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying.” 
That Peter would go straightway 
to the house of Mary perhaps 
shows at least a spiritual kinship 
between Apostle Peter and the 
family of John Mark. 

Some say that Mark was a con-
vert of Peter’s and this may be 
true. Peter referred to Mark as 
his son in I Peter 5:13. Paul re-
ferred to Timothy as “…Timothy, 
my own son in the faith…” and 
“To Timothy, my dearly beloved 
son…” (I Tim. 1:2 and II Tim. 1:2) 
Perhaps Mark and Timothy were 
converts and spiritual sons of 
these two giants in the early 
church. 

Barnabas, uncle to Mark, was 
senior to and a close travel com-
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panion with Paul. Barnabas who 
was listed first among the proph-
ets and teachers at Antioch (Acts 
13:1) was a “good man” whose 
name meant “son of comfort, con-
solation, exhortation, and en-
treaty.” It was Barnabas who in-
troduced the newly converted Saul 
to the fearful Apostles at Jerusa-
lem (Acts 9:27) convincing them by 
his entreaties to accept Paul, the 
new convert from among the Phar-
isees. When Barnabas and Paul 
began their “first missionary jour-
ney” it was the influence of Barna-
bas which took his nephew Mark 
with them. All are, undoubtedly, 

familiar with the rift that resulted 
from this choice when Barnabas 
and Paul decided later to go 

abroad a second time from their 
home church at Antioch confirm-
ing the congregations established 
on the first missionary journey. 
We read in Acts 15:37–40, 
“Barnabas determined to take 
with them John, whose surname 
was Mark. But Paul thought not 
good to take him with them, who 
departed from them from Pam-
phylia, and went not with them to 
the work. And the contention was 
so sharp between them, that they 
departed asunder one from the 

other: and so Barnabas took Mark 
[his nephew], and sailed unto Cy-
prus [their native land]; And Paul 
chose Silas, and departed…” Ap-
parently, at an earlier time Mark 
had forsaken the work and there 
has been much speculation as to 
why. We wonder if Mark had not 
been influenced by the teachings 
of his mentor Peter regarding 
keeping the Mosaic Law and of 
Christians associating with Gen-
tiles. Peter was at first firm in the 
Law regarding the matter of re-
ceiving Gentiles into the church 
without circumcision, etc. but af-
terward wavered (Gal. 2:11–13). 
So we wonder if Mark, influenced 
by Peter and contrary to the prac-
tice of Paul, may have had trouble 
accepting Gentiles into the very 
early Christian community. Even 
Mark’s uncle  “…Barnabas also 
was carried away with their dis-
simulation” (Gal. 2:13). 

There is one more incident in 
the life of Mark that should be 
noted. Mark wrote nothing super-
fluous or unnecessary. With this 
in mind, it is with wonder that we 
note an incident in the Garden of 
Gethsemane recorded in Mark 
14:51–52. “And there followed him 
a certain young man, having a lin-
en cloth cast about his naked 
body; and the young men laid hold 
on him: And he left the linen cloth, 
and fled from them naked.” This 
would seem to be an unnecessary 
bit of information that we don’t 
really need to know about! But 
note that it is generally agreed 
that Paul was speaking of himself 
when he wrote in II Corinthians 
12:2 “I knew a man in Christ 
above fourteen years ago…caught 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 

In the Garden…”a certain 

young man…left the 

linen cloth, and fled 

from them naked.”  We 

wonder if the young 

man…was not Mark 

himself. 
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up to the third heaven.” Again, it 
is believed that John was speaking 
of himself when he wrote in his 
Gospel chapter 13:23, “Now there 
was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one 
of his disciples, whom Jesus 
loved.” In like manner we wonder 
if the young man in the Garden, 
was not Mark himself. Mark was 
not one of the Twelve, but he may 
have been a disciple by this time, 
following Jesus and the Apostles 
to the Garden. Or maybe he was a 
curious lad following the Roman 
band. Or maybe his mother’s 
house mentioned in the Acts 12:12 
was near the Garden. In any case, 
suddenly awakened from sleep by 
the noise outside, he may have 
quickly put on a light linen gar-
ment commonly worn about the 
house. But suddenly he found him-
self in the Garden with reason for 
fear and in danger of shame. If the 
young man was Mark, it is possi-
ble that he may have been an eye-
witness to the events that night. 
He could have seen, with his own 
eyes, the agony of Jesus. He could 
have heard, with his own ears, the 
prayers of chapter 14:35–41. After 
all, Peter, James, and John had 
slept through the prayer of agony. 
Perhaps Mark heard it. Certainly, 
this would have added credibility 
and authority to the Gospel writ-
ten years later by a more mature 
disciple. Of the other disciples 
Mark writes, “…they all forsook 
him and fled. And there followed 
him a certain young man…” 

According to II Timothy 4:11, it 

is thought that Mark, with Luke, 

may have ministered to Paul in his 

final days in a Roman prison. 

Mark may also have accompanied 

Peter to Rome in that Apostle’s 

last days as recorded in I Peter 

5:13. According to Coptic 

[Egyptian Christian] tradition, 

John Mark brought the Christian 

faith to Egypt first in 55 A.D. That 

church still holds him as the 

founder of the Coptic Church. The 

believers there teach that Mark 

died a martyr’s death in Alexan-

dria. Their tradition teaches that 

he was tied to a horse and dragged 

to his death by a mob in the streets 

of Alexandria on Easter, 68 A.D. 

We feel a certain kinship to 
Mark. He was of a Jewish family 
from far off Cypris. The early 
Christian church met for prayer 
and worship in his mother’s house 
in Jerusalem. At some time in his 
life he was converted to the teach-
ings of Christ, perhaps through 
his Uncle Barnabas or the Apostle 
Peter. At first he seems to have 
been a zealous young man strict in 
the Law of Moses, leading him to 
break with Paul the Apostle to the 
Gentiles. His Uncle Barnabas was 
also carried away with the dissim-
ulation of Judaizers including Pe-
ter, and James. Later, Mark be-
came reconciled with Paul—
perhaps through the compassion 
and consolation of his Uncle Bar-
nabas. Paul spoke favorably and 
affectionately of Mark three times 
in his later epistles. Finally, Peter 
his mentor, wrote in his first epis-
tle 5:13, “The church that is at 
Babylon [Rome?], elected together 
with you, saluteth you; and so 
doth Marcus my son.”  

Marcus Miller 

 

 

January 2020 
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SOLDIERS OF CHRIST 

In the world there are many 
examples of brave, courageous sol-
diers of wars. In the Bible we have 
many examples of good soldiers, 
and leaders. The spiritual warfare 
that a Christian is a part of is a 
very active battle field. It has the 
same potential damages and 
weapons as a physical war. In this 
war am I an active soldier in the 
battle?  

In this war “we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high plac-
es” (Eph. 6:12). Paul was warning 
the church of whom or what the 
battle and war would be against. 
As a soldier am I in the Word of 
God daily? Do I have an active 
prayer life? The best defense is a 
good offense (George Washington 
1799). The best offense that a 
Christian has is to be in the Word 
of God studying and learning and 
growing closer to Him every day. 
In I Thessalonians 5:16–18 Paul 
wrote that we should “Rejoice ev-
ermore. Pray without ceasing. In 
everything give thanks: for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.” And a few verses 
later we are reminded why: “And I 
pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (I Thess. 5:23). The 
time that the church is currently 
in, there are many distractions 
and hindrances that will try to 
separate us from our daily devo-
tional time and prayer time. Let 
us be on guard against the attacks 

that we face every day and the 
attacks that will yet come.  

For those attacks, am I 

strengthening my armor? Am I 

sharpening my sword to be pre-

pared to fight? A dull sword can do 

damage, but it will take twice the 

energy and effort to use. The sword 

is frequently referred to as the 

Word of God. In Revelation 19:15 

“And out of his mouth goeth a 

sharp sword, that with it he should 

smite the nations…” In Hebrews 

4:12, “For the word of God is quick, 

and powerful, and sharper than 

any twoedged sword, piercing even 

to the dividing asunder of soul and 

spirit, and of the joints and mar-

row, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

The Word is very powerful when 

used in the right way. When used 

wrongly, the sword can do exten-

sive damage. As a solder in the 

war, let us be careful how we use 

our swords. We do not want to 

wound our fellow soldiers, but the 

enemy alone.  The armor that we 

should be strengthening is men-

tioned in Ephesians 6:13–18 

“Wherefore take unto you the 

whole armor of God, that ye may 

be able to withstand in the evil 

day, having done all, to stand.” 

The days that we are in are getting 

worse and worse. Spiritually we 

need to be ready and prepared for 

those attacks. Our breastplate, 

shield and helmet need to be 

strong and prepared for the battles 

of life. Not all the time are our bat-

tles directly in front of us; not all 

the time is the battle with the ene-

my visible. Sometimes those bat-

tles are in the dead of night with 

SOLDIERS OF CHRIST 
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no light around, with a cloaked 

enemy. Let us be prepared. 

As we are preparing for our bat-

tles of life let us look around. Am I 

shielding others? Am I assisting 

the wounded? In the battles of life, 

we are not called to stand alone, 

but as a church, supporting one 

another in our challenges of life. 

Jesus reminds us that “A new 

commandment I give unto you, 

That ye love one another; as I 

have loved you, that ye also love 

one another. By this shall all men 

know that ye are my disciples, if 

ye have love one to another” (John 

13:34–35). We are commanded to 

look out for each other, extending 

love and grace to all brethren and 

sisters.  When seeing a struggling 

brother or sister do we step along 

and assist? In this battle there are 

wounded. How do we help them? 

In Ecclesiastes 4 we are reminded 

that “Two are better than one; be-

cause they have a good reward for 

their labor. For if they fall, the one 

will lift up his fellow: but woe to 

him that is alone when he falleth; 

for he hath not another to help 

him up.” Do we reach out in our 

battles of life for assistance from 

others? Do we offer assistance? Do 

we ask the Captain of our battle 

for assistance? 
In the battle, am I listening to 

the Captain? Am I looking forward 
to the victory? The Captain of the 
battle is who gives us our orders 
for the battles we are to fight and 
which ones we are to avoid. The 
Old Testament is full of examples 
of kings and leaders that would or 
would not listen to the orders. The 
smallest detail in the way the bat-

tle should be fought can make a 
difference in the outcome. As a sol-
der of Christ there are many bat-
tles but we are looking forward to 
the end of the War when Satan is 
bound. That is the hope of the vic-
tory that we hold on to when the 
end is hard to see. In Revelation 
21:4–5 we have the promise that 
“God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. And he that sat 
upon the throne said, Behold, I 
make all things new. And he said 
unto me, Write: for these words 
are true and faithful.”  The eternal 
victory in Christ will make the re-
ward for all the battle scars, tired 
bones, and fatigued fighting sol-
diers worth it all. Let us strength-
en each other as soldiers of Christ.  

Sarah Garber  

 

 

 

 
 

THY DRESS BETRAYS 

THEE 

An older plain lady was travel-
ling (this is a true story). A woman 
walked up to her and asked, Why 
do you dress like that? You don’t 
have to dress like that to be a 
Christian.  

Louella answered by asking a 
question in return, “What made 
you think I am a Christian?” 

Selected from The Pilgrim by 

Alice Mae Haney 
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MEDITATE ON THESE 

THINGS 

“Meditate on these things; give thy-

self wholly to them; that thy profit-

ing may appear to all.”                     

I Timothy 4:15 

We meditate on the Bible, on 
God’s holy, inspired, living Word, 

and give ourselves to Him com-

pletely so that our progress may 

be evident. Evident in our words 

that proceed out of the heart. The 

heart that defines us and that will 

defile us. It’s our hearts that make 

the scales tip, so where is yours? 
We give ourselves entirely that 

our actions, our love, our lives, our 

testimony might show the pro-

gress of our meditation on this 

living Word, this living God. We 

give ourselves entirely. Entirely to 

this meditation so that we might 

show the progress of God trans-
forming our hearts; that thing, 

remember? The thing that decides 

which end of the spectrum we fall 

on. The thing that decides if we’ve 

truly given ourselves to the medi-

tation of God’s Word. The thing 

that shows who we are, what we 

are, how we live, and who we are 
living for. Your heart shows your 

progress. Your heart shows if you 

are giving yourself entirely. Your 

heart makes you or it breaks you; 

the terrifying thing is we get to 

decide which it will be. 
“Meditate on these things; give thy-

self wholly to them; that thy profit-
ing may appear to all.”  

I Timothy 4:15 

Amber Bayer 

 

 

THE PATH OF KNOWLEDGE 

In my early years I had a big 

desire and practice of looking 

ahead, looking to the future. But 

since I am old I do a lot of remi-

niscing, looking back at the past. I 

h a v e  o v e r  f o r t y  g r e a t -

grandchildren, and I thoroughly 

enjoy watching and helping them 

grow up. God gives children the 

ability and a tremendous desire to 

learn. They watch and listen to 

everything. Their knowledge and 

demeanor will come primarily 

from watching their parents. So 

it’s important to have good par-

ents. In life, our biggest job is, and 

we spend our time raising children 

(Gen. 1:28). 

I have read books and continue 

to see articles written by different 

people about how to raise children. 

My opinions today are not based 

on what I did, but on what we 

should be doing to have good chil-

dren. There are many opinions. 

This is the latest from my experi-

ence. 

The most important person in a 

child’s life is the mother. (When 

they don’t have the original moth-

er they struggle. They know the 

difference.) Children start bonding 

together in the womb. The child 

doesn’t understand words, but it 

learns attitudes. Is the mother 

kind and loving or always bounc-

ing up and down? The child begins 

learning those reactions and char-

acteristics. Why and when does it 

thump? It must have a mind al-

ready. 
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It is important that the father 
helps the mother with this proper 
loving attitude. Disagreements 
sometimes; yes. But no sharp 
words, just discussion with agree-
ment. 

After birth the attitude of both 

parents will begin affecting the 

child’s development. The child 

doesn’t understand words yet but 

can discern attitudes. God has giv-

en children a tremendous desire to 

learn and grow up. Their ears are 

always open and their eyes are 

always watching. They under-

stand words long before they can 

talk. Newborn children are very 

loving and that will continue until 

they learn differently from watch-

ing others. Children are not born 

bad; they learn it from observation 

of those around them. What we 

say is quite often ignored. What 

they see is what’s important. Their 

ears are always open, even when 

we don’t think they are. 

We tend to treat children on a 

child’s level. I am suggesting that, 

as soon as possible, we treat them 

as adults. Talk to them as you 

would to an adult, with detailed 

explanation. Children always follow 

someone. If we want them to be 

adults then start early. I have 

watched children, who are so-called 

late arrivals where all the siblings 

are older, act very mature at a 

young age because that’s what they 

hear. They follow what they see 

and hear. Along with that, the par-

ents need to always explain what is 

right, and not get caught up in the 

constant yes and no contention. 

Saying “no” all the time teaches 

very little—maybe rebellion. They 

should explain the consequences of 

the actions both good and bad. Give 

them a proper reason for each ques-

tion as you would for an adult. I 

have watched some mothers who 

took the time to give their children 

adult explanations, and they have 

children with more maturity and 

development at a young age. Learn-

ing comes many times from making 

mistakes. Help them by explaining 

what the right decision should be.  

Give them toys that mimic 

Mother and Dad. If Dad drives a 

dozer, then the son will want one. 

Children are great mimics. They 

try to act like adults. Their main 

desire is to be like the parents. 

Explain the consequences of both 

the good and bad for each decision. 

With proper explanation and in-

struction there should be little 

need for the paddle. 

In Deuteronomy 6:7 God told 

Moses to tell the children of Israel 

to teach their children, morning, 

noon, and night. 

The Jewish Bar Mitzvah teach-

es that at age 13 children should 

have some maturity and be ready 

to move on with their lives and 

learning. At this ritual, children 

who are 13 are challenged and 

ready to take on more responsibil-

ity of their lives. Learn and study 

this ritual. I think it’s a good expe-

rience and practice. 

 Don’t forget! The parents are 

the main examples to the path of 

knowledge.  

Ralph Garber 

 

 



21 QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

General Items 

BAPTISMS 

Oct. 1, 2019; Pleasant View, OH 
 Elle Benedict 
Dec. 8, 2019; Maple Grove, OH 

Isabelle Brubaker 

 
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 

Dec. 10, 2019; Olive Branch, OH 
 Lonnie Layman 

 
COMMISSIONS 

Nov. 15, 2019; Bethel, OH 
 Alex Brunk (with wife, Sarah) 
  Called to the office of Deacon 
Dec. 4, 2019; Fall Creek, IN 
 Laban Filbrun (with wife, Rita) 
  Called to the office of Deacon 

 COMMUNION NOTICES 

Jan. 25, 2020 .................... Olive Branch, OH 
Feb. 1, 2020......... Living Epistle Breth. NM 
Feb. 15, 2020 ......................... Pine Grove, FL 
Feb. 22, 2020 ................... West Modesto, CA 
Feb. 29, 2020 .............. West Manchester, IN 
Mar. 7, 2020..................... Morning Star, OH  
Mar. 14, 2020 .......................... Fall Creek, IN 
Mar. 21, 2020 ................................ Dallas, OR 
Mar. 28, 2020 ............................. Caldwell, ID 
Mar. 28, 2020 ....................... Fair Haven, KS 
Apr. 4, 2020 ................................ Mt. Zion, PA 
Apr. 4, 2020 ................................... Salem, OH 
Apr. 11, 2020 .............................. Modesto, CA 
Apr. 11, 2020 ................................. Shiloh, OH 
Apr. 18, 2020 ................ Cascade Valley, WA 
Apr. 25, 2020 ....................... Bear Creek, OH 
Apr. 25, 2020 ...................... Cutler  Ridge, IN 
Apr. 25, 2020 ..................... Sugar Grove, OH 
Oct. 31, 2020 ................................. Bethel, OH 

This section offers some questions to think about, or for Sunday afternoon discussions, or 

to prompt future articles from our readers, etc.  Readers are encouraged to offer questions. 

Questions to Ponder 

Meditations 

Make no appointment you can’t cancel at a moment’s notice.  

God called Moses to his greatest work after 80 years old. 

Adam and Eve were good until they were tempted. 

“The Last Times” began somewhere about 30 A.D. 

Everything was new upon its beginning. 

Epiphany—the divinity of Christ. 

Sin cannot be redefined. 
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NOT GROWING OLD 
John E. Roberts 

They say that I am growing old, 

I’ve heard them tell it times untold, 

In language plain and bold— 

But I’m not growing old. 

 

This frail shell in which I dwell, 

Is growing old, I know full well— 

But I am not the shell. 

 

What if my hair is turning gray?  

Gray hairs are honorable, they say, 

What if my eyesight’s growing dim?  

I still can see to follow Him 

Who sacrificed His life for me 

Upon the Cross of Calvary. 

 

What should I care if time’s old plow,  

Has left its furrows on my brow, 

Another house, not made with hand,  

Awaits me in the Glory Land. 

 

What tho’ I falter in my walk?  

What tho’ my tongue refuse to talk? 

I still can tread the narrow way.  

I still can watch, and praise, and pray. 

 

My hearing may not be as keen 

As in the past it may have been, 

Still, I can hear my Saviour say,  

In whispers soft, “This is the way.” 

 

The outward man, do what I can,  

To lengthen out his life’s short span, 

Shall perish and return to dust,  

As everything in nature must. 

 

The inward man, the Scriptures say,  

Is growing stronger every day, 

Then how can I be growing old?  

When safe within my Saviour’s fold? 

Ere long my soul shall fly away, 

And leave this tenement of clay, 

“This robe of flesh, I’ll drop, and rise,  

To seize the everlasting prize”— 
I’ll meet you on the Streets of Gold,  

And prove that I’m not growing old. 

Selected by 

Samuel Boone 

 

 

 

UNANSWERED PRAYER 

Be still, be still, my soul, and wait, 

Unanswered prayers? Oh, no, God hears! 

Be still and just appreciate! 

God’s not far away, as it appears! 

Be still, be still, my soul, and hear, 

With patience then let us proceed, 

For God does hear, and this is clear! 

And as we wait, He gives us seed. 

Be still, be still, my soul, and wait, 

For our seeds are hidden, and they grow! 

Just keep on praying, souls of faith, 

Yes, God hears prayers, and He will show.  

What we need is just to wait! 

For then our “flowers” turn to “fruit.” 

For God, we’ll learn, is never late, 

He has for us a way of Truth. 

Be still, be still, my soul, and wait, 

Here on earth we won’t understand 

God will be “on time,” not “late,” 

May we simply leave it in His hands. 

Be still, be still, my soul, and wait, 

For He wants our fruit to grow riper yet, 

Our Father, we’ll find, is never late, 

He’s the very best Friend that we have met! 

Vicki Witmer 

 

Poems 
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ANTHEMS OF PRAISE 

When life bears down and burdens press and God seems far away, 

I turn unto my Lord but often don’t know what to say. 

Words fail and from my soul, a groan is all that I can raise. 

But God hears groans and through His Love 

 Groans turn into praise. 

  

He hears the weakest words a suppliant has to offer, 

And in His boundless love has ample grace to proffer.  

He comforts every broken heart; lifts up the downward gaze. 

He calms each contrite, troubled soul and 

 Groans turn into praise. 

  

So, when your Lord seems distant and His hand seems far away, 

Reach out to Him in trusting faith and no matter what you say, 

His loving smile and comfort will bless in all your ways, 

He’ll hear your sighs or whispers for 

 Groans turn into praise. 

 

Marcus Miller 

 

 
 

REVIVING RESTORATION 

As mortal men have been employed, restoring things that were destroyed; 

So Jesus takes these hearts of ours, and by His strong and mighty powers 

 

Cleans up our mess and makes us whole, and lives within our heart and soul. 

God’s Spirit lives within our heart, the will of Jesus to impart. 

 

Though try we might, God’s love so strong, alone keeps us from doing wrong. 

Sin creeps into our hearts and lives, in many ways the devil strives, 

 

To keep a part of us for him, so Jesus’ Light in us grows dim. 

We must give Jesus all our soul, and not hold back; give Him the whole. 

 

As Jesus works His will in thee, let it shine forth that all may see 

The works you do, and glorify your Father God Who lives on high. 

 

Reuben J. Shankster 

 

POEMS 
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Obituaries 

CRUMPACKER — Charlene Eliza-
beth, daughter of Kenneth Charles 
and Bernice Elizabeth (Miller) Long 
was born on March 21, 1936, in Hal-
dane, Illinois. Charlene became ill on 
August 19 and was admitted to Doc-
tors Medical Center, Modesto, Califor-
nia. She was there for one week, then 
transferred to English Oaks for thera-
py on July 26. Charlene was there for 
a week, then passed away peacefully 
into the arms of her loving Savior, 
Jesus Christ, on September 1, at the 
age of 83 years. She was a member of 
the Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church—New Conference. Charlene 
enjoyed the services and fellowship of 
the members. She accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Savior, and was baptized 
as a believer on June 17, 1951. Char-
lene was anointed in September 2014 
after a serious illness at Doctors Medi-
cal Center. 

On April 29, 1967, Charlene was 
married to Howard O. Crumpacker of 
Ripon, California. Howard had many 
jobs in the farming community and 
they moved many times in their mar-
ried life. In 1995 they purchased their 
home at 2808 Monrovia Ct. in Modes-
to, California. On June 15, 1999, How-
ard passed away. They were married 
for 32 years. Charlene has been a wid-
ow for 20 years. 

Charlene has had some challenges 
in her life, but with her faith in Jesus 
was always able to rise above them. 

In 1939, at the age of 3 years old, 
Charlene moved to Salida, California, 
with her Mother and older sister, Es-
ther. They left their father in Illinois 
because he was ill. They lived in Sali-
da for a few years and attended Salida 
Elementary School. At the age of 12, 
her mother passed away and she 
moved in with her Grandmother, Ja-
cob and Amy (Miller) Cover on North 
Ave. She then attended Hart Ransom 
Elementary. Charlene then attended 
Modesto High School, where she met 
many friends, and graduated in 1955. 

She was invited to her 65th High 
School Class Reunion, which was to be 
held next month. 

Charlene was very active and en-
joyed traveling, and would take 
friends to the coast and mountains. 
Charlene was a happy person who 
enjoyed laughter and a good time. She 
was a caregiver most of her life. She 
lived in Fresno for 2 years, taking care 
of a lady who had polio. Charlene also 
was a close friend of Jeanette Scrive-
ner, and when she went to Evergreen 
Convalescent Home, Charlene would 
go there every day to feed her. 

She spent a lot of her time sewing 
pieces together for comforter tops for 
the sisters to use in the Church base-
ment when they made comforters for 
the Salvation Army and others who 
needed them. Sisters would give her 
old dresses. She would take each piece 
apart to make squares. Charlene loved 
to read. One of her favorites was Zion’s 
Fire, and then she would talk about 
the end times. Many of her friends 
would give her books to read. She en-
joyed puzzle books and paint by num-
bers, and she also liked to knit and 
crochet. She was a very talented and 
creative individual and could see the 
finished product before she started. 

Charlene had a tender heart, a very 
gentle spirit, and forgave easily. One 
friend mentioned, that “If you knew 
Charlene, you couldn’t help but love 
her.” 

Charlene was very grateful for all 
her friends’ phone calls, especially the 
one who called her daily to check on 
her, brought her fresh produce, and 
helped with her fruit trees. This ges-
ture of love was greatly appreciated. 
This brought her much comfort and joy. 

Charlene always liked to be at 
church, school functions, and all activ-
ities when she felt up to it. She looked 
forward to the lunch with friends, vis-
its that she had, and the meals that 
you brought to eat around her table 



25 

with her. She enjoyed all her Secret 
Sisters very much and the notes that 
she received from the BHS students. 
Charlene was so thankful and blessed 
for all that was done for her by her 
church family. 

Charlene was preceded in death by 
her parents, Kenneth and Bernice 
Long, and her sister, Esther M. Wil-
liams. She is survived by her brother-
in-law, Neil Williams, of Modesto; a 
niece, Karen Spans; and three neph-
ews, Kenneth Williams, Kevin Wil-
liams, and Kris Williams, who will 
treasure special memories of Aunt 
Charlene. 

“For we reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). 

The Church Family 
 
BRUBAKER — Robert Dale, was 
born on July 6, 1928, to Henry and 
Nannie (Boone) Brubaker in the rolling 
hills of Roanoke, Virginia. He peaceful-
ly passed from this life into the pres-
ence of the Lord in the early morning 
hours of October 1, 2019, at his home 
near Eldorado, Ohio, at the age of 91 
years and 87 days. He was the young-
est of 10 children and enjoyed interact-
ing with his six brothers, three sisters, 
and many nieces and nephews.   

Dad was baptized into the Old Ger-
man Baptist Brethren fellowship on 
August 21, 1949, and lived faithful to 
Christ, until death.  He was united in 
marriage with Carol Lois Coning on 
October 31, 1950, and this union was 
blessed with 3 children. Dad received 
much comfort and strength from the 
scriptural anointing with oil, after 
suffering a heart attack in 2002. 

Preceding him in death are his par-
ents; stepmother, Mary (Ronk) Bru-
baker; brothers, sisters and in-laws, 
Harry (and Naomi), Emmett (and Flor-
ence), Margaret (and John Huffman), 
Jacob (and Alma), Paul (and Myrtle), 
(Earl Bowman, Sr.) and Frances (and 
Ernest Wolf), Cephas (and Edith), 
Charlie (and Eloise), brothers-in-law 
Harold Reed and Clyde Boone, an in-

fant brother, sister-in-law Areda 
Denlinger and husband Ezra. 

Dad is survived by his wife of 68 
years; 2 daughters, Christine Dickey 
(and husband Jim) of Arcanum, Ohio, 
Pamela Flory (and husband David) of 
West Manchester, Ohio; and 1 son; 
Michael (and wife Renee) of Eldorado, 
Ohio; 1 sister, Lucy Reed of Roanoke, 
Virginia; and brother-in-law and sis-
ters-in-law Hazel Boone, and Richard 
and Linda Flora; 12 grandchildren, 
Matt (and Jill) Dickey, Jordan Dickey, 
Beth (and Brady) Denlinger, Luke 
(and Amy) Flory, Seth (and Heather) 
Flory, Simon (and Sarah) Flory, Zach-
ary (and Melina) Flory, Micah (and 
Julie) Flory, Laura Brubaker, Leon 
(and Kendra) Brubaker, Annette (and 
Dared) Benedict, Amberlyn Brubaker; 
31 great-grandchildren, and many 
other relatives and friends. 

Leaving Virginia in his teenage 
years, Dad spent a few months work-
ing with irrigation canals in California 
before coming to Ohio to work at Bow-
man and Landes Turkey Farm near 
New Carlisle.  Dad and Mother start-
ed their home in the Maple Grove Dis-
trict, where they lived until moving to 
Prices Creek in 1966. Dad enjoyed 
farming, raising turkeys and pigs, 
custodial work at the school and driv-
ing the bus, and making deliveries for 
local businesses. 

Dad was not a man to make big 
waves, but his kind and gentle ways, 
witty sense of humor, and deep love 
for church, family, and friends, en-
deared him to all who knew him. He 
was always there to take time when 
needs arose. He loved to read the Bi-
ble and spoke often of going to see the 
Lord. Although his later years were 
slowed by dementia and severe lung 
disease, he maintained his gentle spir-
it and was a joy to care for.  He an-
swered the annual church visit with 
enthusiastic zeal only 10 days before 
his passing. His special ways will be 
keenly missed and long remembered. 

We extend a sincere Thank You to 
special caregivers Janet Eikenberry, 
Jessica Guehring, and Dyan Lay.  May 

OBITUARIES 
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God bless you richly for your kind and 
compassionate care. 

The visitation and funeral were 
both held at the Prices Creek meeting-
house near Eldorado, Ohio.  The visit-
ation was Friday, October 4, 2019, and 
the funeral service was on Saturday, 
October 5, 2019.  The Home Brethren 
gave encouragement and teaching 
from II Timothy 4:6–8 and from many 
other Scriptures.  Hymns sung were 
numbers 491, 403, 484, and 238. Buri-
al followed at the adjacent Prices 
Creek Cemetery. 

The Family 

 

BAUMAN — Herbert Ephraim was 
born as the youngest of four children 
to Otto Leroy and Carrie (Marconett) 
Bauman on March 11, 1929, at their 
home west of Modesto, California, 
near the intersection of Beckwith and 
Hart Roads.  He passed away peace-
fully at his son’s home in Modesto, 
with his granddaughter Julie at his 
side, on October 15, 2019, making his 
earthly sojourn 90 years, 7 months, 
and 4 days.  Herbert grew up on farms 
in the Salida area during the Great 
Depression.  His mother died from 
pneumonia when he was 13 years old, 
just a short time before Penicillin be-
came available, and his father died 
when Herbert was 21.   

Herbert was baptized into Jesus 
Christ on June 29, 1947, by Joseph 
Oyler in a canal near Conant and 
Rumble Roads with 9 other young 
men, becoming a member of the Old 
German Baptist Brethren.  He re-
mained a life-long member of Modesto 
District, affiliating with the New Con-
ference in 2009.  Herbert married 
Nancy Carol Landes, daughter of 
Ralph and Myrtle (Denlinger) Landes 
on July 30, 1955, officiated by Joseph 
Oyler, at the home of the bride’s par-
ents on Beckwith.  Their home was 
blessed with two sons and one daugh-
ter: Loren, Wanda, and Wesley.   

Herbert was a kind, gentle, and 
unassuming man, who quietly lived 
out his faith in God.  He lived in Stan-
islaus County all his life, except for 

his 1-W service in Southern California 
as a conscientious objector.  He gradu-
ated from Modesto High School in 
1948, and worked diligently in con-
struction, poultry, and janitorial jobs 
to provide for his family.  Herbert in-
herited a genetic disease from his fa-
ther, which caused benign tumors 
throughout his body and contributed 
to a progressive loss of hearing and 
eyesight.  Wanda also inherited this 
disease, and died from resulting com-
plications in 1992. 

Herbert retired from active employ-
ment in 1984 because of failing eye-
sight, and stopped driving for the 
same reason in 1988, making Herbert 
and Nancy dependent on others for 
transportation.   Herbert did continue 
to ride his bicycle as long as he could, 
even after it became unsafe.  Herbert 
and Nancy enjoyed visiting with the 
many kind-hearted members who 
helped transport them over the years, 
although his failing hearing and eye-
sight made communication progres-
sively difficult as time passed.  He 
loved his grandchildren, and was al-
ways delighted to hear about the pro-
spect of a new addition to the family.  
Children at church knew him for years 
as the “Smartie-man,” and would cir-
cle around him as he passed out candy 
after church.   

Herbert is survived by his faithful 
wife Nancy, son Loren (wife Joyce) of 
Danville, California, and son Wesley 
(wife Kimberly) of Modesto; 10 grand-
children, 18 great-grandchildren, and 
a sister-in-law, Patricia (Boone) 
Landes Helmuth.   

Preceding him in death were his 
parents; his daughter Wanda; his 
wife’s parents; young brother Herman, 
brother Carl, sister Ellen Smith and 
her husband Harold Smith Sr.; his 
stepmother, Effie (Cripe) Bauman 
Hootman; brother-in-law, Dr. Dean 
Landes; and daughter-in-law, Debra 
Bauman.   

The family would like to thank 
caretaker Mary Anne Barton for her 
dedicated service to Herbert over the 
years of his illness, as well as the 
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many kind medical professionals who 
treated him.   

Viewing was held at Modesto Dis-
trict, Old German Baptist Brethren 
Church—New Conference, on Sunday 
afternoon, October 20.  Funeral ser-
vices were at the same location on 
Monday afternoon, October 21, 2019, 
by the home brethren.  Burial followed 
in the Wood Colony Cemetery.   

Psalm 116:15—“Precious in the 
sight of the LORD is the death of his 
saints.”  

The Family. 

 
LAYMAN — Steven Todd, son of 
Norman R. and Rebecca A. (Flory) 
Layman was born September 27, 
1963, in Modesto, California.  He lived 
most of his life in the Modesto area.  
He attended Hart Ransom Elemen-
tary, and graduated from Modesto 
Christian High School in 1981.  Steve 
extended his education when he at-
tended various classes at Modesto 
Junior College.  He made a public con-
fession of his faith in Jesus Christ as 
his Savior, and was baptized when he 
was 23 years old.   

Steve spent most of his working 
career as a salesman.  He started by 
selling fabricated steel parts, and later 

sold hydraulic components and de-
signed hydraulic systems, owning his 
own business for a few years.  His per-
sonality made him very easy to visit 
with, and he enjoyed working with 
people.  His hobbies included cooking 
and playing golf with his friends.  We 
have many memories of him being in 
the kitchen at home or at the cabin 
when he was the “Cook in Charge.”    

Steve passed away near Vallejo, 
California, at the age of 56, and we 
had a private family burial service at 
the Wood Colony Cemetery on October 
30, 2019.  We miss his smile, friendly 
disposition, and sense of humor which 
he maintained even as he faced the 
challenges of life.  He leaves behind 
his parents, Norm and Becky Layman; 
brother Stuart Layman and his wife 
Cheryl; sister Sandra (Layman) 
Beachler and her husband Darin; 
nephews, Drew Beachler and his wife 
Ella, and Maxwell Beachler; nieces, 
Mia Beachler, and Annika and Jaclyn 
Layman.  He was preceded in death by 
his infant nephew Travis Layman. 

Remembrances can be made in his 
name to: Faith Home Teen Challenge 
at Ceres, California, or to Salvation 
Army at Modesto, California. 

The Family 

OBITUARIES 



 

Send all communication to: 
 

The Testimony 

353 Billman Rd. 

New Paris, OH 45347-9102 

Phone: (937) 604-9464 
thetestimony@emypeople.net 

 

 

The Testimony Committee 

Roger Rapp 

Lowell Miller, Editor 

Dean Kinsley 

Gary Peters 

Larry Bower 

Associate Editors 

Marcus Miller 

Darryl Filbrun 

T
h

e
 T

e
s

t
im

o
n

y
 

3
5

3
 B

il
lm

a
n

 R
d

. 

N
e
w

 P
a

ri
s,

 O
H

 4
5

3
4

7
-9

1
0

2
 

O
ld

 G
e
rm

a
n

 B
a
p

ti
st

 B
re

th
re

n
 

C
h

u
rc

h
—

N
e
w

 C
o
n

fe
re

n
ce

 




